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Judicature (Northern Ireland) Act 1978
1978 CHAPTER 23

PART VI

DEPARTMENTS AND OFFICERS

70 Appointment and qualification of statutory officers.

[F1(1) Appointments to the offices listed in column 1 of Schedule 3 shall be made by the
Northern Ireland Judicial Appointments Commission after consultation with the Lord
Chief Justice; and persons holding such offices are in this Act referred to as “ statutory
officers ”.

(1A) The Lord Chief Justice must be consulted before a determination (or a revision of a
determination) is made under Part 3 of Schedule 3 to the Justice (Northern Ireland)
Act 2002 in relation to statutory officers.

(1B) The terms and conditions of service for statutory officers are to be determined by the
Lord Chancellor with the concurrence of the Treasury.]

[F2(1C) Any salary or other amounts payable under subsection (1B) shall be paid by the
Department of Justice.]

(2) Subject to subsection (3), a person shall not be qualified for appointment to any of the
offices listed in column 1 of Schedule 3 unless [F3he is—

(a) a barrister or solicitor F4 . . . who has at least the number of years’ standing
specified in relation to that office in column 3 of that Schedule; or

(b) the holder of any other office so listed.]

(3) In exceptional circumstances, where it appears to the [F5Commission] that a suitable
appointment cannot be made in accordance with the provisions of subsection (2)
and Schedule 3, [F6it] may, notwithstanding those provisions, after consultation
with the Lord Chief Justice, appoint any barrister, solicitor or other person whom
[F6it] considers to be suitable for appointment having regard to his knowledge and
experience.
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(4) Without prejudice to section 68, the functions of the holder of each office listed in
column 1 of Schedule 3 shall include the functions specified in relation to that office
in column 4 of that Schedule (being functions heretofore exercised by the holder of
the office or offices so specified) and accordingly—

(a) for a reference in any statutory provision relating to those functions to any
office listed in column 4 of Schedule 3 or to the holder of any such office
there shall be substituted a reference to the appropriate corresponding office
listed in column 1 of that Schedule or to the holder of that office, as the case
may be; and

(b) the offices specified in column 4 of Schedule 3 are hereby abolished.

(5) The [F7Department of Justice] may by order made after consultation with the Lord
Chief Justice at any time modify Schedule 3 by:—

(a) removing any office and any entry relating thereto from that Schedule;
(b) adding any office and any entry relating thereto to that Schedule;
(c) amending the title of any office or amending any entry relating to any office

in that Schedule.

(6) An order under subsection (5) may make provision for any incidental, consequential,
transitional or supplementary matters for which it appears to the [F8Department of
Justice] to be necessary or expedient for the purpose of the order to provide and may
amend or repeal any statutory provision (including any provision of this Act) so far as
may be necessary or expedient in consequence of the order.
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