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Patents Act 1977
1977 CHAPTER 37

PART I

NEW DOMESTIC LAW

Infringement

68 Effect of non-registration on infringement proceedings.

Where by virtue of a transaction, instrument or event to which section 33 above applies
a person becomes the proprietor or one of the proprietors or an exclusive licensee of a
patent and the patent is subsequently infringedF1... before the transaction, instrument or
event is registered [F2, in proceedings for such an infringement, the court or comptroller
shall not award him costs or expenses] unless—

(a) the transaction, instrument or event is registered within the period of six
months beginning with its date; or

(b) the court or the comptroller is satisfied that it was not practicable to register
the transaction, instrument or event before the end of that period and that it
was registered as soon as practicable thereafter.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 68 repealed (29.4.2006) by virtue of Intellectual Property (Enforcement, etc) Regulations

2006 (S.I. 2006/1028), art. 1, Sch. 2 para. 4(a), Sch. 4
F2 Words in s. 68 inserted (29.4.2006) by Intellectual Property (Enforcement, etc) Regulations 2006 (S.I.

2006/1028), art. 1, Sch. 2 para. 4(b)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 56(4)(a)(iiia) and word added by S.I. 2006/1056 Sch. para. 2(b) (This amendment

comes into force on the day on which 2005 asp 13, s. 20 comes into force, see art.
1(2)(b))

– s. 63(3)(a) words in s. 63(3) renumbered as s. 63(3)(a) by 2004 c. 16 s. 2(4)
(Amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. S. 2(4) was repealed (29.4.2006) by
S.I. 2006/1028, art. 2(4), Sch. 4)

– s. 63(3)(b) and word inserted by 2004 c. 16 s. 2(4) (Amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. S. 2(4) was repealed (29.4.2006) by S.I. 2006/1028, art. 2(4), Sch.
4)
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