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Patents Act 1977
1977 CHAPTER 37

PART I

NEW DOMESTIC LAW

Licences of right and compulsory licences

53 Compulsory licences; supplementary provisions.
F1(1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(2) In any proceedings on an [F2application made under section 48 above in respect of a
patent], any statement with respect to any activity in relation to the patented invention,
or with respect to the grant or refusal of licences under the patent, contained in a report
of the [F3Competition and Markets Authority] laid before Parliament under Part VII
of the M1Fair Trading Act 1973 [F4or section 17 of the Competition Act 1980][F5 or
published under Part 3 or 4 of the Enterprise Act 2002] shall be prima facie evidence
of the matters stated, and in Scotland shall be sufficient evidence of those matters.

(3) The comptroller may make an entry in the register under sections 48 to 51 above
notwithstanding any contract which would have precluded the entry on the application
of the proprietor of the patent under section 46 above.

(4) An entry made in the register under sections 48 to 51 above shall for all purposes have
the same effect as an entry made under section 46 above.

(5) No order or entry shall be made in pursuance of an application under sections 48 to
51 above which would be at variance with any treaty or international convention to
which the United Kingdom is a party.

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 53(1) repealed (1.1.2005) by Patents Act 2004 (c. 16), s. 17(1), Sch. 2 para. 12, Sch. 3; S.I.

2004/3205, art. 2(g)(k) (with art. 9)
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3205
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F2 Words substituted by Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 (c. 48, SIF 67A), s. 295, Sch. 5 para.
15(a)

F3 Words in s. 53(2) substituted (1.4.2014) by The Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Act 2013
(Competition) (Consequential, Transitional and Saving Provisions) Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/892), art.
1(1), Sch. 1 para. 34 (with art. 3)

F4 Words inserted by Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 (c. 48, SIF 67A), s. 295, Sch. 5 para.
15(b)

F5 Words in s. 53(2) inserted (20.6.2003) by Enterprise Act 2002 (c. 40), s. 279, Sch. 25 para. 8(4); S.I.
2003/1397, art. 2(1), Sch. (with arts. 812)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 53(2) modified (20.6.2003) by The Enterprise Act 2002 (Protection of Legitimate Interests) Order

2003 (S.I. 2003/1592), art. 1(1), Sch. 4 para. 3(2) (as amended (1.4.2014) by S.I. 2014/891, arts. 1,
19(2) (with arts. 20-23))
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M1 1973 c. 41.
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 56(4)(a)(iiia) and word added by S.I. 2006/1056 Sch. para. 2(b) (This amendment

comes into force on the day on which 2005 asp 13, s. 20 comes into force, see art.
1(2)(b))

– s. 63(3)(a) words in s. 63(3) renumbered as s. 63(3)(a) by 2004 c. 16 s. 2(4)
(Amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. S. 2(4) was repealed (29.4.2006) by
S.I. 2006/1028, art. 2(4), Sch. 4)

– s. 63(3)(b) and word inserted by 2004 c. 16 s. 2(4) (Amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. S. 2(4) was repealed (29.4.2006) by S.I. 2006/1028, art. 2(4), Sch.
4)
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