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Energy Act 1976
1976 CHAPTER 76

Other measures for controlling energy sources and
promoting economy [F1: Secretary of State's functions]

[F112A Disposal of gas by flaring, etc: OGA's functions

(1) The OGA's consent is required for natural gas to be disposed of (whether at source
or elsewhere)—

(a) by flaring, or by releasing it unignited into the atmosphere, from anything
that for the purposes of section 82(1) of the Energy Act 2011 is a relevant oil
processing facility or a relevant gas processing facility, or

(b) by releasing it unignited into the atmosphere in connection with activities
carried out under a licence granted under—

(i) section 3 of the Petroleum Act 1998, or
(ii) section 2 of the Petroleum (Production) Act 1934.

(2) This section applies to all natural gas of the United Kingdom, whether obtained there
or in territorial waters, or in areas designated under the Continental Shelf Act 1964,
except gas conveyed through pipes to premises by a gas transporter within the meaning
of Part 1 of the Gas Act 1986.

(3) Disposal of gas does not require consent under this section if—
(a) it is necessary in order to reduce or avoid the risk of injury to any person,
(b) the risk could not reasonably have been foreseen in time to reduce or avoid it

otherwise than by means of the disposal, and
(c) it was not reasonably practicable to obtain consent under this section in the

time available.

(4) A person who disposes of gas in cases where the consent of the OGA would have
been required but for subsection (3) must inform the OGA of that disposal as soon as
practicable after the disposal takes place.

(5) The OGA's consent under this section—
(a) may be given only by reference to particular cases, and
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(b) may be made subject to conditions which may, in particular, be framed by
reference to the description or origin of the gas, or the quantities to be disposed
of.]
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