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An Act to make provision as regards Scotland for the 
exclusion from the valuation roll of lands and heritages 
which lie wholly or partly on, over or under the bed 
of the sea; and for connected purposes. 

[15th November 1976] 

E BIT ENACTED by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
'T'emporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 

assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:- 

1.-(1) After the passing of this Act, no lands and heritages of Exclusion from 
a type prescribed in an order made by the Secretary of State valuation roll 

under this section, being lands and herita es which lie wholly or 
of subjects 

g g y below low 
partly on, over or under the bed of the sea, shall be entered in the water mark. 
valuation roll. 

(2) An order under this section may provide for the deletion 
by the assessor from the valuation roll of any lands and heritages 
of the type prescribed in the order which are already entered in 
the valuation roll ; and such deletion shall have effect as from 
such date as may be prescribed in the order, being a date- 

(a) where the order is made within nine months of the pass- 
ing of this Act, not earlier than 16th May 1975 ; 

(b) in any other case, not earlier than the beginning of the 
financial year immediately preceding the year in which 
the order is made. 
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(3) Section 3(1) of the Act of 1975 (notification to rating 
authority of alteration in valuation roll), shall have effect as if 
after the word " Act " there were inserted the words " or upon 
deleting lands and heritages therefrom in pursuance of section 
1(2) of the Valuation and Rating (Exempted Classes) (Scotland) 
Act 1976 ". 

(4) While an order under this section is in force, no rates shall 
be chargeable in respect of lands and heritages deleted from 
the valuation roll in pursuance of that order for any period 
beginning with the date on which the deletion has effect ; and 
any amount by way of rates, which has been paid to a rating 
authority in respect of such lands and heritages for any such 
period as aforesaid, shall be repaid by them to the person from 
whom they received it or to any other person appearing to them 
to be entitled to that person's interest. 

In this subsection " rates " includes domestic water rates. 

(5) An order under this section may prescribe lands and 
heritages generally or of a particular description or category, 
and such prescription may relate to the whole or to part only 
of the lands and heritages. 

(6) Before making an order under this section, the Secretary 
of State shall consult with such associations of local authorities 
or of persons as appear to him to be concerned and with any 
local authority or person with whom consultation appears to 
the Secretary of State to be desirable. 

(7) An order under this section shall not be made unless a 
draft of the order has been laid before and approved by a 
resolution of each House of Parliament. 

(8) On the expiry of 28 days from the laying of the draft 
of an order under this section in a House of Parliament the order 
shall proceed in that House, whether or not it has been referred 
to a Committee under Standing Orders of that House relating to 
Private Bills, as if its provisions would require to be enacted by 
a Public Bill which cannot be referred to such a Committee. 

(9) The power conferred by this section to make an order shall 
be exercisable by statutory instrument and includes the power to 
vary or revoke the order by a subsequent order made in the like 
manner and subject to the like conditions. 

(10) Any order under this section may include such incidental, 
consequential or supplementary provisions as may appear to the 
Secretary of State to be necessary or proper for the purposes of 
this Act. 
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2,-(1) The Secretary of State may direct- Provisions 

(a) an assessor not to enter in the valuation roll, supplementary 
to section 1. 

(b) the Assessor of Public Undertakings (Scotland) not to 
give a direction to an assessor under section 5(2) of the 
Act of 1975 so to enter, 

lands and heritages of a type specified in the direction given by 
the Secretary of State, being lands and heritages which lie wholly 
or partly on, over or under the bed of the sea but which are not 
of a type then prescribed in an order under section 1 of this Act. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything in sections 1, 2 and 5(2) of the 
Act of 1975, on receipt of a direction under subsection (1) 
above- 

(a) an assessor shall not enter lands and heritages of a type 
specified in the direction in the valuation roll, 

(b) the Assessor of Public Undertakings (Scotland) shall not 
give a direction under the said section 5(2) in respect of 
such lands and heritages, 

unless and until the Secretary of State revokes the direction given 
under subsection (1) above. 

(3) The Secretary of State shall, as soon as possible after giving 
a direction under subsection (1) above, inform the assessor or, as 
the case may be, the Assessor of Public Undertakings (Scotland) 
whether or not he intends to make an order under section 1 of 
this Act ; and if he does not so intend, he shall revoke the 
direction. 

3.-(1) In this Act- Interpretation 
" the Act of 1975 " means the Local Government (Scotland) onstruction. Act 1975 

1975 c. 30. 
" the previous Valuation Acts " means the Lands 1854 c. 91. 

Valuation (Scotland) Act 1854, the Acts amending that 
Act and any other Act relating to valuation, including 
the Act of 1975 ; 

" the sea " means any area seaward of the lowest point to 
which the tide ebbs at ordinary spring tides and includes 
any estuary, arm of the sea and the waters of any 
channel, creek, bay or river seaward of that lowest 
point ; 

and other expressions used in this Act and in the previous 
Valuation Acts shall have the same meanings in this Act as in 
those Acts. 

(2) Nothing in this Act or in any order made or direction given 
thereunder shall be construed as extending the limits of the area 
of a local authority for any purpose. 
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4.-(l) This Act may be cited as the Valuation and Rating 
(Exempted Classes) (Scotland) Act 1976 ; and this Act and the 
previous Valuation Acts may be cited together as the Valuation 
Acts. 

(2) This Act extends to Scotland only. 

PRINTED IN ENGLAND BY HAROLD GLOVER 
Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office and Queen's Printer of Acts of Parliament 

LONDON: PUBLISHED BY HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE 
15p net 

ISBN 0 10 546476 7 
(378127) 


