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Offshore Petroleum Development
(Scotland) Act 1975

1975 CHAPTER 8

Designated sea areas

7 Execution and enforcement of regulations, etc. in designated sea areas.

(1) The power of the Secretary of State to enforce the conditions of licences granted under
section 4 of this Act and to execute and enforce regulations made under section 6
of this Act may be exercised by him or his officers or servants, or may by order be
delegated by him, in relation to any designated sea area, to any harbour authority or
local authority designated by him.

(2) The power of the Secretary of State referred to in subsection (1) above shall include
power, for the purposes of execution and enforcement as aforesaid, to operate any
vehicle or vessel within designated sea areas, and to acquire the same for such
purposes.

(3) For the purpose of executing or enforcing regulations made under section 6 of this
Act, any officer or servant of the Secretary of State or of a harbour authority or local
authority to whom the powers of the Secretary of State have been delegated under
subsection (1) above may, if authorised to execute or enforce the said regulations,

(a) at any reasonable time board or enter any vessel, platform or other installation
located in a designated sea area;

(b) if the person in charge of the said vessel, platform or other installation cannot
be found or if he neglects or refuses to do anything reasonably required for
the purpose of execution or enforcement of the said regulations, himself (at
the expense of the owner) do anything reasonably required for that purpose,
including the removal of any vessel.

(4) An order in terms of subsection (1) above may confer, upon the authority to whom
the powers are delegated, jurisdiction to exercise those powers within any part of
the designated sea area which is outside the area of the authority, but before making
an order which confers jurisdiction as aforesaid to exercise powers in an area which
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includes any part of the area of a harbour authority, the Secretary of State shall consult
with the said harbour authority.

(5) The Secretary of State may defray or contribute towards any expenses incurred by any
authority in the exercise of the powers delegated to them under subsection (1) above.

(6) Proceedings against any person for an offence under section 5 or 6 of this Act may
be taken, and the offence may for all incidental purposes be treated as having been
committed, at any place in the United Kingdom where he is for the time being.
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