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Reservoirs Act 1975
1975 CHAPTER 23

[F1 Additional powers of enforcement authority

[F116 Emergency powers.

(1) Where it appears to the enforcement authority, in the case of any large raised reservoir,
that the reservoir is unsafe and that immediate action is needed to protect persons or
property against an escape of water from the reservoir, they may take at the reservoir
such measures as they consider proper to remove or reduce the risk or to mitigate the
effects of an escape.

(2) Where it appears to the enforcement authority, in the case of any large raised reservoir,
that the use of the reservoir as a reservoir has been abandoned, but that there may
from time to time be an undue accumulation of water there and immediate action is
needed to protect persons or property against an escape of water, they may take there
such measures as they consider proper to remove or reduce the risk or to mitigate the
effects of an escape.

(3) An enforcement authority proposing to exercise the powers conferred by this section
shall appoint a qualified civil engineer to make recommendations as to the measures
to be taken in the exercise of those powers; and any measures so taken shall be
carried into effect under the supervision of a qualified civil engineer appointed by the
authority.

(4) Subject to subsection (5) below, an enforcement authority exercising or proposing
to exercise at a reservoir the powers conferred by this section shall, as early as
practicable, serve on the undertakers a notice giving full information of the measures
that are being or are to be taken in the exercise of those powers; and if that notice
cannot be given before the work is begun, the authority shall notify the undertakers as
early as practicable of the beginning of the work.

(5) Subsection (4) above shall not require an enforcement authority to serve any notice
on the undertakers after work is begun at the reservoir, if the authority are unable after
reasonable enquiry to ascertain the name or address of the undertakers; and in relation
to notices served before work is begun section 15(4) above shall apply for purposes
of this section as it applies for the purposes of that.
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(6) Where an enforcement authority exercise the powers conferred by this section, the
undertakers shall pay them the amount of the expenses reasonably incurred by them
in the exercise of those powers.

(7) For purposes of subsection (2) above references in this section, and in any other
provision of this Act as it operates in relation thereto, to the enforcement authority
or to the undertakers shall have effect as at the time when the use of the reservoir as
such is abandoned.]
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