
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

Northern Ireland Constitution Act 1973
1973 CHAPTER 36

PART III

PREVENTION OF RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL DISCRIMINATION

23 Interpretation and supplemental

(1) For the purposes of this Part of this Act a Measure, an Act of the Parliament of
Northern Ireland or any other instrument discriminates against any person or class of
persons if it treats that person or that class less favourably in any circumstances than
other persons are treated in those circumstances by the law for the time being in force
in Northern Ireland.

(2) For those purposes a person discriminates against another person or a class of persons
if he treats that other person or that class less favourably in any circumstances than he
treats or would treat other persons in those circumstances.

(3) No Measure, Act of the Parliament of Northern Ireland or other instrument and no act
done by any person shall be treated for the purposes of this Act as discriminating if
the instrument has the effect, or, as the case may be, the act is done for the purpose,
of safeguarding national security or protecting public safety or public order.

(4) A certificate purporting to be signed by or on behalf of the Secretary of State
and certifying that an act specified in the certificate was done for the purpose of
safeguarding national security shall be conclusive evidence that it was done for that
purpose.

(5) No provision of this Part of this Act shall affect the operation before the coming into
force of that provision of any Measure, Act of the Parliament of Northern Ireland or
other instrument.

(6) No provision of this Part of this Act shall render unlawful anything required or
authorised to be done by any Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom, whenever
passed.


