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Northern Ireland Constitution Act 1973
1973 CHAPTER 36

PART I

PRELIMINARY

Status of Northern Ireland

1 Status of Northern Ireland as part of United Kingdom.

It is hereby declared that Northern Ireland remains part of Her Majesty’s dominions
and of the United Kingdom, and it is hereby affirmed that in no event will Northern
Ireland or any part of it cease to be part of Her Majesty’s dominions and of the United
Kingdom without the consent of the majority of the people of Northern Ireland voting
in a poll held for the purposes of this section in accordance with Schedule 1 to this Act.

Devolution orders

2 Initial devolution of legislative and executive responsibility.

(1) If it appears to the Secretary of State—
(a) that the Northern Ireland Assembly (in this Act referred to as “the Assembly”)

has made satisfactory provision by its standing orders for the purposes
mentioned in section 25(2) to (5) below; and

(b) that a Northern Ireland Executive can be formed which, having regard to the
support it commands in the Assembly and to the electorate on which that
support is based, is likely to be widely accepted throughout the community,

and that having regard to those matters there is a reasonable basis for the establishment
in Northern Ireland of government by consent, he shall lay before Parliament the draft
of an Order in Council appointing a day for the commencement of Part II of this Act
and declaring what matters shall, subject to section 3 below, be transferred matters for
the purposes of this Act.
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(2) The matters declared by an Order under this section to be transferred matters shall
not include—

(a) any of the matters specified in Schedule 2 to this Act (in this Act referred to
as “excepted matters”); or

(b) any of the matters specified in Schedule 3 to this Act.

(3) If the draft laid before Parliament under subsection (1) above is approved by resolution
of each House of Parliament the Secretary of State shall submit it to Her Majesty in
Council and Her Majesty in Council may make the Order in terms of the draft.

(4) On the day appointed by an Order under this section for the commencement of Part II
of this Act (in this Act referred to as “the appointed day”) section 1 of the M1Northern
Ireland (Temporary Provisions) Act 1972 shall expire.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 1.1.1974 appointed under s. 2(4) by S.I. 1973/2162, art. 2(1)

Marginal Citations
M1 1972 c. 22.

3 Alterations in devolved responsibilities.

(1) If at any time after the appointed day it appears to the Secretary of State—
(a) that any matter (not being an excepted matter) which is not a transferred matter

by virtue of an Order under section 2 above or a previous Order under this
section should become a transferred matter; or

(b) that any matter which by virtue of any such Order is a transferred matter
should cease to be such a matter,

he may, subject to subsection (2) below, lay before Parliament the draft of an Order
in Council declaring that the matter shall be or, as the case may be, shall cease to be a
transferred matter with effect from such date as may be specified in the Order.

(2) The Secretary of State shall not lay before Parliament the draft of an Order in Council
declaring that any matter not specified in Schedule 3 to this Act shall cease to be a
transferred matter unless the Assembly has passed a resolution praying that it should
cease to be a transferred matter.

(3) Subsection (3) of section 2 above shall have effect in relation to any draft laid before
Parliament under this section as it has effect in relation to a draft laid before Parliament
under that section.

(4) Any matter (not being an excepted matter) which is not for the time being a transferred
matter is in this Act referred to as a “reserved matter”.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C2 S. 3(2) amended by Patents, Designs and Marks Act 1986 (c. 39, SIF 67A), s. 2(2)
C3 S. 3(2) amended by Social Security Act 1986 (c. 50, SIF 113:1), s. 82, Sch. 9 paras. 6(1), 8(2)
C4 S. 3(2) amended by Building Societies Act 1986 (c. 53, SIF 16), ss. 54(3)(a)(5), 122(2)
C5 S. 3(2) amended by Financial Services Act 1986 (c. 60, SIF 69), s. 209(2)
C6 S. 3(2) amended by Banking Act 1987 (c. 22, SIF 10), s. 109(2)
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C7 S. 3(2) amended by Social Security Act 1990 (c. 27, SIF 113:1), s. 22(2)
C8 S. 3(2) amended (1.8.1991) by Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (c. 37, SIF 83:1), s.

48(2)(with ss. 39(3), 43(2)); S.I. 1991/1400, art.2(2)
C9 S. 3(2) amended by Environmental Protection Act 1990 (c. 43, SIF 46:4), ss. 3(8), 153(5)
C10 S. 3(2) modified (prosp.) by Friendly Societies Act 1992 (c. 40), ss. 124(2), 126(2) (with ss. 7(5),

93(4))
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