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Local Government Act 1972
1972 CHAPTER 70

PART I

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS AND AUTHORITIES IN ENGLAND

Members of principal councils

7 Elections of councillors.

(1) The ordinary elections of county councillors shall take place in 1973 and every fourth
year thereafter, their term of office shall be four years and they shall retire together in
every such fourth year on the fourth day after the ordinary day of election of county
councillors, and in and after 1977 the newly elected councillors shall come into office
on the day on which their predecessors retire.

(2) The ordinary elections of metropolitan district councillors shall take place in 1973,
1975 and every year thereafter other than [F11977 and every fourth year thereafter].

(3) Subject to paragraph 4 of Schedule 3 to this Act, the term of office of metropolitan
district councillors shall be four years and one-third of the whole number of councillors
in each ward of a metropolitan district, being those who have been councillors for the
longest time without re-election, shall retire in every ordinary year of election of such
councillors on the fourth day after the ordinary day of election of such councillors,
and in and after 1975 the newly elected councillors shall come into office on the day
on which their predecessors retire.

(4) F2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(5) F2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(6) F2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(7) [F3Where the Secretary of State receives a request under subsection (4)(b) above from
a district council he may [F4direct the Local Government Commission for England to
conduct a review and make recommendations] in the light of the request with respect
to—
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(a) the number, boundaries and names of the wards into which the district should
be divided and the number of councillors to be elected for each ward;

(b) the order of retirement of councillors elected for wards not returning a number
of councillors which is divisible by three;

[F5and the provisions of Part II of the Local Government Act 1992 shall apply
accordingly].]

(8) The ordinary elections of non-metropolitan district councillors shall take place—
(a) except where an order is in force providing for the election of district

councillors by thirds, in 1973, 1976, 1979 and every fourth year thereafter; and
(b) where such an order is in force, in the year when the order comes into force

and every year thereafter other than a year of election of county councillors.

(9) The following provisions of this subsection shall, subject to the provisions of any order
made under or by virtue of this section, have effect with respect to non-metropolitan
district councillors:—

(a) their term of office shall be three years in the case of the councillors elected
at the ordinary elections in 1973 and 1976 and four years in the case of those
elected at ordinary elections held thereafter;

(b) except where an order is in force providing for the election of councillors by
thirds, the whole number of councillors shall retire together in every ordinary
year of election of such councillors on the fourth day after the ordinary
day of election of such councillors, and in and after 1976 the newly elected
councillors shall come into office on the day on which their predecessors
retire; and

(c) where such an order is in force, one-third of the whole number of councillors
in each ward returning a number of councillors which is divisible by three
and, as nearly as may be, one-third of the whole number of the councillors in
the other wards, being those who have been councillors of the district for the
longest time without re-election, shall retire in every ordinary year of election
of such councillors on the fourth day after the ordinary day of election of such
councillors, and in every such year the newly elected councillors shall come
into office on the day on which their predecessors retire.
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