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Local Government Act 1972

1972 CHAPTER 70

PART IX

FUNCTIONS
Miscellaneous functions

Charities.

(1) Where, immediately before 1st April 1974, any property is held, as sole trustee,

exclusively for charitable purposes by an existing local authority for an area outside
Greater London, other than the parish council, parish meeting or representative body
of an existing rural parish in England (but including the corporation of a borough
included in a rural district), that property shall vest (on the same trusts) in a new local
authority in accordance with subsections (2) to (5) below.

(2) Subject to subsection (3) below, where the property is held by one of the existing

authorities specified below, and is so held for the benefit of, or of the inhabitants of, or
of any particular class or body of persons in, a specified area, the property shall vest in
the new authority specified below, the area of which comprises the whole or the greater
part of that specified area, and where the property is so held but is not held for such a
benefit, it shall vest in the new authority specified below, the area of which comprises
the whole or the greater part of the area of the existing authority, that is to say—

(a) where the existing authority is a county council, the new authority is the
council of the new county;

(b) where the existing authority is the council of a borough or urban district in
England, the new authority is the council of the parish constituted under Part
V of Schedule 1 to this Act or, where there is no such parish, the council of
the district;

(¢) where the existing authority is the council of a borough or urban district in
Wales, the new authority is the council of the community or, where there is
no such council, the council of the district; and



Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70)
Part IX — Functions
Document Generated: 2024-04-20

Changes to legislation: Local Government Act 1972, Section 210 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on
or before 20 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

3)

“4)

)

(6)

(7

(d) where the existing authority is a rural district council, then, if the rural district
is coextensive with a parish, the new authority is the parish council, and in
any other case the new authority is the council of the district.

Where the property is held by an existing county council or county borough council
for the purposes of a charity registered in the register established under section 4 of the
MICharities Act 1960 in any part of that register which is maintained by the Secretary
of State by virtue of section 2 of that Act (educational charities) then—

(a) if the property is so held for the benefit of, or of the inhabitants of, or of any
particular class or body of persons in, a specified area, the property shall vest
in the new authority which is the local education authority for the whole or
the greater part of that specified area, and

(b) inany other case, the property shall vest in the new authority which is the local
education authority for the whole or the greater part of the area of the existing
county council or county borough council by which the property is held.

Where the property is held by the corporation of a borough included in a rural district,
it shall vest in the parish council for the parish consisting of the area of the existing
borough.

Where the property is held by the parish council, parish meeting or representative body
of an existing rural parish in Wales, then—

(a) in the case of property held by an existing parish council, the property shall
vest in the community council for the community or group of communities,
the area or areas of which are co-extensive with the area of the parish or
parishes for which the existing parish council act;

(b) in the case of property held by the parish meeting or representative body of an
existing parish the area of which is comprised in a community for which there
is a community council, the property shall vest in that community council; and

(c) in any other case, the property shall vest in the council of the district which
comprises the area of the existing rural parish.

Where, immediately before 1st April 1974, any power with respect to a charity, not
being a charity incorporated under the Companies Acts or by charter, is under the trusts
of the charity or by virtue of any enactment vested in, or in the holder of an office
connected with, any existing local authority to which subsection (1) above applies,
that power shall vest in, or in the holder of the corresponding office connected with, or
(if there is no such office) the proper office of, the corresponding new authority, that
is to say, the new authority in which, had the property of the charity been vested in
the existing local authority, that property would have been vested under subsections
(1) to (5) above.

References in subsection (6) above to a power with respect to a charity do not include
references to a power of any person by virtue of being a charity trustee thereof; but
where under the trusts of any charity, not being a charity incorporated under the
Companies Acts or by charter, the charity trustees immediately before 1st April 1974
include either an existing local authority to which subsection (1) above applies or the
holder of an office connected with such an existing local authority, those trustees shall
instead include the corresponding new authority as defined in subsection (6) above or,
as the case may require, the holder of the corresponding office connected with, or (if
there is no such office) the proper officer of, that authority.
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(10) Nothing in the foregoing provisions of this section shall affect any power of Her
Majesty, the court or any other person to alter the trusts of any charity and nothing in
those provisions shall apply in a case to which section 211 below applies.

(11) In this section the expression “local authority”, in relation to a parish, includes a
parish meeting and the representative body of a parish, and the expressions “charitable
purposes”, “charity”, “charity trustees”, “court” and “trusts” have the same meanings
as in the " Charities Act 1960.
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