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Land Charges Act 1972
1972 CHAPTER 61

Registration in register of land charges

4 Effect of land charges and protection of purchasers.

(1) A land charge of Class A (other than a land improvement charge registered after 31st
December 1969) or of Class B shall, when registered, take effect as if it had been
created by a deed of charge by way of legal mortgage, but without prejudice to the
priority of the charge.

(2) A land charge of Class A created after 31st December 1888 shall be void as against
a purchaser of the land charged with it or of any interest in such land, unless the
land charge is registered in the register of land charges before the completion of the
purchase.

(3) After the expiration of one year from the first conveyance occurring on or after 1st
January 1889 of a land charge of Class A created before that date the person entitled
to the land charge shall not be able to recover the land charge or any part of it as
against a purchaser of the land charged with it or of any interest in the land, unless
the land charge is registered in the register of land charges before the completion of
the purchase.

(4) If a land improvement charge was registered as a land charge of Class A before 1st
January 1970, any body corporate which, but for the charge, would have power to
advance money on the security of the estate or interest affected by it shall have that
power notwithstanding the charge.

(5) A land charge of Class B and a land charge of Class C (other than an estate contract)
created or arising on or after 1st January 1926 shall be void as against a purchaser
of the land charged with it, or of any interest in such land, unless the land charge is
registered in the appropriate register before the completion of the purchase.

(6) An estate contract and a land charge of Class D created or entered into on or after
1st January 1926 shall be void as against a purchaser for money or money’s worth
[F1(or, in the case of an Inland Revenue Charge, a purchaser within the meaning of
[F2the Capital Transfer Tax Act 1984)]] of a legal estate in the land charged with it,
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unless the land charge is registered in the appropriate register before the completion
of the purchase.

(7) After the expiration of one year from the first conveyance occurring on or after 1st
January 1926 of a land charge of Class B or Class C created before that date the person
entitled to the land charge shall not be able to enforce or recover the land charge or
any part of it as against a purchaser of the land charged with it, or of any interest
in the land, unless the land charge is registered in the appropriate register before the
completion of the purchase.

(8) A land charge of Class F shall be void as against a purchaser of the land charged with
it, or of any interest in such land, unless the land charge is registered in the appropriate
register before the completion of the purchase.
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