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1 Application of Part I of Civil Evidence Act 1968 to statements of opinion

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, Part I (hearsay evidence) of the Civil Evidence
Act 1968, except section 5 (statements produced by computers), shall apply in relation
to statements of opinion as it applies in relation to statements of fact, subject to the
necessary modifications and in particular the modification that any reference to a fact
stated in a statement shall be construed as a reference to a matter dealt with therein.

(2) Section 4 (admissibility of certain records) of the Civil Evidence Act 1968, as applied
by subsection (1) above, shall not render admissible in any civil proceedings a
statement of opinion contained in a record unless that statement would be admissible
in those proceedings if made in the course of giving oral evidence by the person who
originally supplied the information from which the record was compiled; but where
a statement of opinion contained in a record deals with a matter on which the person
who originally supplied the information from which the record was compiled is (or
would if living be) qualified to give oral expert evidence, the said section 4, as applied
by subsection (1) above, shall have effect in relation to that statement as if so much
of subsection (1) of that section as requires personal knowledge on the part of that
person were omitted.


