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Armed Forces Act 1971
1971 CHAPTER 33

PART VI

SUPPLEMENTAL

78 Short title, construction and commencement.

(1) This Act may be cited as the Armed Forces Act 1971.

(2) Except so far as the context otherwise requires, any reference in this Act to any other
enactment is a reference to that enactment as amended by or under any subsequent
enactment, including an enactment contained in this Act.

(3) This Act, except section 1 and this section, shall come into force on such date as the
Secretary of State may by order made by statutory instrument appoint, but subject to
the qualifications specified in subsection (4) below.

(4) The said qualifications are as follows:—
(a) the following provisions of this Act, that is to say, Part II, section 69,

Schedule 1 and Part I of Schedule 4, shall not have effect in relation to any
act or omission occurring before the date appointed under subsection (3)
above, and, in particular, shall not affect the operation of any enactment in
force immediately before that date in relation to any offence against any such
enactment committed, or partly committed, before that date;

(b) the provisions to become sections 128B and 128C of the M1Naval Discipline
Act 1957 by virtue of section 61(1) of this Act shall apply only to sums payable
under sentences and orders awarded or made in respect of offences committed
on or after the date appointed under subsection (3) above, or, as the case may
be, to loss or damage occasioned by acts and omissions occurring on or after
that date;

(c) the provision to become section 129D of the M2Naval Discipline Act 1957 by
virtue of section 65 of this Act shall apply only to desertions beginning on
or after the date appointed under subsection (3) above, and the amendment
of section 75(1) of that Act effected by section 60 of this Act and Part II of
Schedule 4 shall have effect only in relation to absences so beginning.
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(5) Section 59 of this Act, the provision to become section 128E of the M3Naval Discipline
Act 1957 by virtue of section 61(1) of this Act, and section 61(2) of this Act, shall
each apply to liabilities arising before, as well as after, the date appointed under
subsection (3) above.
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