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Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968
1968 CHAPTER 49

PART II

PROMOTION OF SOCIAL WELFARE BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Special provisions as to the care of children in need

15 Duty of local authority to provide for orphans, deserted children, etc.

(1) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provisions of this Part of this Act,
where it appears to a local authority with respect to a child in their area appearing to
them to be under the age of seventeen—

(a) that he has neither parent nor guardian or has been and remains abandoned by
his parent or guardian or is lost; or

(b) that his parent or guardian is, for the time being or permanently, prevented
by reason of illness or mental disorder or bodily disease or infirmity or
other incapacity or any other circumstances from providing for his proper
accommodation, maintenance and upbringing; and

(c) in either case, that the intervention of the local authority under this section is
necessary in the interests of the welfare of the child,

it shall be the duty of the local authority to receive the child into their care under this
section.

(2) Where a local authority have received a child into their care under this section, it shall,
subject to the provisions of this Part of this Act, be their duty to keep the child in their
care so long as the welfare of the child appears to them to require it and the child has
not attained the age of eighteen.

(3) If, at the time when a child is received into the care of a local authority under this
section, the whereabouts of any parent or guardian of his are unknown, it shall be the
duty of the local authority to take all reasonable steps to discover them; and nothing
in this section shall authorise a local authority to keep a child in their care under this
section if any parent or guardian desires to take over the care of the child, and the local
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authority shall, in all cases where it appears to them consistent with the welfare of the
child so to do, endeavour to secure that the care of the child is taken over either—

(a) by a parent or guardian of his, or
(b) by a relative or friend of his, being, where possible, a person of the same

religious persuasion as the child or who gives an undertaking that the child
will be brought up in that religious persuasion.

[F1(3A) Subsection (8) (penalty for taking away a child in care etc.) of section 17 of this Act
shall apply to a child in the care of a local authority under this section, [F2whether or
not a] resolution is in force under section 16 of this Act with respect to the child, if
he has been in the care of that local authority throughout the preceding six months;
and for the purposes of the application of paragraph (b) of that subsection in such a
case a parent or guardian of the child shall not be taken to have lawful authority to
take him away:

Provided that that subsection shall not by virtue of this subsection apply in relation
to an act done—

(a) with the consent of the local authority, or
[

F3(b)
by a parent or guardian of the child in relation to whom no resolution under
section 16 of this Act is in effect with respect to the child and who has given
the local authority not less than 28 days’ notice in writing of his intention to
do it.]

(3B) The Secretary of State may by order, a draft of which has been approved by each
House of Parliament, amend subsection (3A) of this section by substituting a different
period for the period of 28 days or of six months mentioned in that sub-section (or
for the period which by a previous order under this subsection, was substituted for
that period).]

(4) Where a local authority receive a child into their care under this section who is then
ordinarily resident in the area of another local authority, that other local authority
may within three months after the determination (whether by agreement between the
authorities or under section 86 of this Act) of the ordinary residence of the child, or
with the concurrence of the first-mentioned authority at any subsequent time, take over
the care of the child; and a local authority shall not exercise their right to take over
the care of a child under this subsection unless they are satisfied that the taking-over
will not be detrimental to his welfare.

(5) Where under the last foregoing subsection a local authority take over the care of a
child from another local authority, that other authority shall where possible inform the
parent of the child that the care of the child has been so taken over.

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 15(3A)(3B) inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), s. 73
F2 Words substituted by Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act 1983 (c. 41,

SIF 113:3), Sch. 2 para. 4(a)
F3 S. 15(3A) proviso (b) substituted by Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act

1983 (c. 41, SIF 113:3), Sch. 2 para. 4(b)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 15 extent by Adoption (Scotland) Act 1978 (c. 28, SIF 49:11), ss. 34(3), 67(2)
C2 S. 15 extended by Foster Children (Scotland) Act 1984 (c. 56, SIF 20), ss. 12(5), 23
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[F416 Resolution by local authority in respect of assumption and vesting of parental
rights and powers.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Part of this Act, a local authority may resolve—
(a) that there shall vest in them the relevant parental rights and powers with

respect to any child who is in their care under section 15 of this Act; or
(b) that there shall vest in a voluntary organisation which is an incorporated body,

or a trust within the meaning of section 2(a) of the M1Trusts (Scotland) Act
1921, the relevant parental rights and powers with respect to any child who
is in the care of that organisation,

if it appears to the local authority—
(i) that the parents of the child are dead and that he has no guardian; or

(ii) that there exists in respect of a parent or guardian of the child (the said parent
or guardian being hereafter in this Part of this Act referred to as the person on
whose account the resolution was passed) any of the circumstances specified
in subsection (2) of this section; or

(iii) that a resolution under this subsection is in force in terms of sub-paragraph (ii)
above in relation to one parent of the child and that parent is, or is likely to
become, a member of the household comprising the child and his other parent;
or

(iv) that throughout the three years preceding the passing of the resolution the
child has been in the care of a local authority under section 15 of this Act, or
in the care of a voluntary organisation or partly the one and partly the other.

(2) The circumstances referred to in sub-paragraph (ii) of subsection (1) of this section
are that the person on whose account the resolution was passed—

(a) has abandoned the child; or
(b) suffers from some permanent disability rendering him incapable of caring for

the child; or
(c) while not falling within paragraph (b) of this subsection, suffers from a mental

disorder (within the meaning of the [F5M2Mental Health (Scotland) Act 1984])
which renders him unfit to have the care of the child; or

(d) is of such habits or mode of life as to be unfit to have the care of the child; or
(e) has so persistently failed without reasonable cause to discharge the obligations

of a parent or guardian as to be unfit to have the care of the child.

(3) In this section “the relevant parental rights and powers” means all the rights and
powers in relation to the child (other than the right to consent or refuse to consent to
the making of an application under [F6section 18 or 55 of the Adoption Act 1976 or
under section 18 or 49 of the M3Adoption (Scotland) Act 1978] and the right to agree
or refuse to agree to the making of an adoption order)—

(a) where the resolution was passed by virtue of circumstances specified in sub-
paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of this section, which the deceased parents
would have if they were still living;

(b) where the resolution was passed by virtue of circumstances specified in sub-
paragraph (ii) of that subsection, of the person on whose account the resolution
was passed;

(c) where the resolution was passed by virtue of circumstances specified in sub-
paragraph (iii) of that subsection, of the parent other than the one on whose
account the previous resolution was passed;
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(d) where the resolution was passed by virtue of circumstances specified in sub-
paragraph (iv) of that subsection, of the parents or guardian of the child.

(4) A local authority shall not pass a resolution under paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of
this section unless—

(a) it is satisfied that the child is not in the care of any local authority under any
enactment; and

(b) it is satisfied that it is necessary in the interests of the welfare of the child for
the parental rights and powers to be vested in the voluntary organisation; and

(c) the child is living in the area of the local authority either in a residential
establishment or with foster parents with whom he has been boarded out by
the voluntary organisation in whose care he is; and

(d) that organisation has requested the local authority to pass the resolution.

(5) In the case of a resolution passed under sub-section (1) of this section by virtue of
circumstances specified in sub-paragraph (ii), (iii) or (iv) thereof, . . . F7 the local
authority, if [F8the whereabouts of the person whose parental rights and powers have
under the resolution vested in the local authority or in the voluntary organisation as
the case may be] are known to them, shall forthwith after the passing of the resolution
serve on him notice in writing of the passing thereof.

(6) Every notice served by a local authority under subsection (5) of this section shall
inform the person on whom the notice is served of his right to object to the resolution
and of the effect of any objection made by him.

(7) If, not later than one month after notice is served on a person under subsection (5) of
this section, he serves a counter-notice in writing on the local authority objecting to
the resolution, the resolution shall, subject to the provisions of subsection (8) of this
section, lapse on the expiry of fourteen days from the service of the counter-notice.

(8) Where a counter-notice has been served on a local authority under subsection (7) of
this section, the authority may, not later than fourteen days after the receipt by them
of the counter-notice, make a summary application in respect thereto to the sheriff
having jurisdiction in the area of the authority, and in that event the resolution shall
not lapse until the determination of the application; and the sheriff may, on the hearing
of the application, order that the resolution shall not lapse by reason of the service of
the counter-notice:

Provided that the sheriff shall not so order unless satisfied—
(a) that it is in the interests of the child to do so; and
(b) that the grounds mentioned in subsection (1) of this section on which the local

authority purported to pass the resolution were made out; and
(c) that at the time of the hearing there continued to be grounds on which a

resolution under subsection (1) of this section could be founded.

(9) While a resolution passed under subsection (1) of this section by virtue of
circumstances specified in sub-paragraph (ii), (iii) or (iv) thereof is in force with
respect to a child, that part of subsection (3) of section 15 of this Act from the words
“and nothing in this section shall authorise” onwards shall not apply in relation to the
person who, but for the resolution, would have the relevant parental rights and powers
in relation to the child.
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(10) Any notice under this section (including a counter-notice) may be served by post, but
a notice served by a local authority under subsection (5) of this section shall not be
duly served by post unless it is sent by registered post or recorded delivery service.

(11) A resolution under this section shall cease to have effect if—
(a) the child becomes the subject of an adoption order within the meaning of

[F9section 38 of the M4Adoption (Scotland) Act 1978]; or
(b) an order in respect of the child is made under [F6section 18 or 55 of the

Adoption Act 1976 or under section 18 or 49 of the Adoption (Scotland) Act
1978]; or

[
F10(c)

a tutor or curator to the child is appointed under the Law Reform (Parent and
Child) (Scotland) Act 1986; or]

(d) it is a resolution under paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of this section and a
resolution is passed under subsection (1) of section 16A of this Act in respect
of the child [F11; or]

[
F11(e)

an event mentioned in paragraph (a) or (b) of section 25(1) of the Child
Abduction and Custody Act 1985 occurs with respect to the child.]

(12) If the whereabouts of any parent or guardian of a child have remained unknown for
twelve months, and throughout that period the child has been in the care of a local
authority under section 15 of this Act, or in the care of a voluntary organisation, or
partly the one and partly the other, then for the purposes of this section that parent or
guardian shall be deemed to have abandoned the child.

(13) The Secretary of State may by order, a draft of which has been approved by each House
of Parliament, amend sub-paragraph (iv) of subsection (1) of this section to substitute
a different period for the period of three years mentioned in that sub-paragraph (or
for the period which, by a previous order under this subsection, was substituted for
that period).]

Textual Amendments
F4 S. 16 substituted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9,10), s. 74
F5 Words in s. 16(2)(c) substituted by virtue of Mental Health (Scotland) Act 1984 (c. 36, SIF 85), s.

127(1), Sch. 3 para. 15 where the substitution is expressed to relate to words in s. 16(3)
F6 Words substituted by Adoption (Scotland) Act 1978 (c. 28, SIF 49:11), s. 67(2), Sch. 2 paras. 3, 5, Sch.

3 para. 13
F7 Words repealed by Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act 1983 (c. 41, SIF

113:3), s. 7(1)(a)
F8 Words substituted by Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act 1983 (c. 41,

SIF 113:3), s. 7(1)(b)
F9 Words substituted by Adoption (Scotland) Act 1978 (c. 28, SIF 49:11), s. 67(2), Sch. 2 paras. 3, 5, Sch.

3 para. 14
F10 S. 16(11)(c) substituted by Law Reform (Parent and Child) (Scotland) Act 1986 (c. 9, SIF 49:8), s.

10(1), Sch. 1 para. 9
F11 S. 16(11)(e) and the word “; or” preceding it inserted by Child Abduction and Custody Act 1985

(c. 60, SIF 20), Pt. III, ss. 25(6), 29(2)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C3 S. 16 applied by Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:2), s. 413(3) as substituted by

Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41, SIF 39:1), s. 59(3)
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C4 S. 16(8) restricted by Child Abduction and Custody Act 1985 (c. 60, SIF 20), Pt. I, ss. 9(d), 20(2)(d),
29(2), Sch. 1 art. 16

Marginal Citations
M1 1921 c. 58.
M2 1984 c. 36
M3 1978 c. 28.
M4 1978 c. 28.

[F1216A Duty of local authority to assume parental rights and powers vested in a
voluntary organisation.

(1) If it appears to a local authority, having regard to the interests of the welfare of a child
living within their area, the parental rights and powers in respect of whom are by virtue
of a resolution under section 16(1)(b) of this Act (hereafter in this section referred to
as “the earlier resolution”) vested in a voluntary organisation, that it is necessary that
the said parental rights and powers should no longer be vested in the organisation, the
local authority shall resolve that the said parental rights and powers shall vest in them;
and the said parental rights and powers shall so vest from the date of the resolution
under this subsection.

(2) The local authority shall, within seven days of passing a resolution under
subsection (1) of this section, by notice in writing inform—

(a) the organisation who but for that resolution; and
(b) any person, in so far as that person’s whereabouts are known to them, who,

but for that resolution and the earlier resolution,
would have the parental rights and powers in respect of the child, of the passing
thereof.

(3) On a summary application being made for the determining of a resolution under
subsection (1) of this section by a person who but for that resolution and the earlier
resolution would have the parental rights and powers in respect of the child, the sheriff
having jurisdiction where the applicant resides may order that—

(a) the resolution under subsection (1) of this section shall continue to have effect;
or

(b) the resolution under subsection (1) of this section shall cease to have effect
and that the earlier resolution shall again take effect; or

(c) the resolution under subsection (1) of this section shall cease to have effect
and that the parental rights and powers in respect of the child shall again vest
in the applicant; or

(d) the resolution under subsection (1) of this section shall continue to have effect,
but that either for a fixed period or until the sheriff, or if the order so provides,
the local authority, otherwise directs, the local authority shall allow the care
of the child to be taken over by, and the child to be under the control of, the
applicant.

(4) In hearing an application under subsection (3) of this section the sheriff may consider
whether there was any ground for the making of the earlier resolution, and if he is
satisfied that there was no ground for the making of that earlier resolution he shall
make an order under subsection (3)(c) of this section.
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(5) In this section “the parental rights and powers” means all the rights and powers in
relation to the child which in accordance with the earlier resolution were vested in the
voluntary organisation.

(6) While a resolution under subsection (1) of this section is in force with respect to a
child, the child shall be deemed to have been received into and to be in the care of the
local authority by virtue of section 15 of this Act, and subsections (2) to (5) of that
section shall apply accordingly; except that where the earlier resolution was passed by
virtue of circumstances specified in sub-paragraph (ii), (iii) or (iv) of subsection (1)
of section 16 of this Act, that part of subsection (3) of section 15 of this Act from the
words “and nothing in this section shall authorise” onwards shall not apply in relation
to the person who but for the earlier resolution and the resolution under subsection (1)
of this section, would have the parental rights and powers in relation to the child.

(7) Subsection (11)(a), (b) and (c) of section 16, subsections (3) and (4) to (9) of section 17
and subsections (1), (2), (4) and (4A) of section 18 of this Act shall apply to a resolution
under this section as they apply to a resolution under section 16(1)(a) of this Act.

(8) A notice served by a local authority under subsection (2) of this section shall not be
duly served by post unless it is sent by registered post or recorded delivery service.]

Textual Amendments
F12 S. 16A inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72 SIF 49:9,10), s. 75

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C5 S. 16A applied by (Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21 SIF 39:2), s. 413(3) as substituted

by Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41 SIF 39:1), s. 59(3)
C6 S. 16A(3) restricted by Child Abduction and Custody Act 1985 (c. 60, SIF 20), Pt. I, ss. 9(d), 20(2)(d),

29(2), Sch. 1 art. 16

17 Effect of assumption by local authority of parental rights.

(1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F13

(3) A resolution under [F14section 16(1)(a)] of this Act shall not prevent the local authority
from allowing, either for a fixed period or until the local authority [F15, in whom are
vested in accordance with the resolution the parental rights and powers in respect of
a child,] otherwise determine, the care of the child to be taken over by, and the child
to be under the control of, a parent, guardian, relative or friend in any case where it
appears to the authority to be for the benefit of the child.

[F16(3A) A resolution under section 16(1)(b) of this Act shall not prevent the voluntary
organisation, in whom are vested in accordance with the resolution the parental rights
and powers in respect of a child, from allowing, either for a fixed period or until the
voluntary organisation otherwise determine, the care of the child to be taken over by,
and the child to be under the control of, a parent, guardian, relative or friend in any
case where it appears to the voluntary organisation to be for the benefit of the child.]

(4) Where a resolution under [F17section 16(1)(a)] of this Act is in force in respect of a
child and the child has ceased to be in the care of the local authority by whom the
resolution was passed, then (without prejudice to the provisions of section 15 of this
Act if those provisions apply) the local authority by whom the resolution was passed
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shall have power to receive the child back into their care in any circumstances in
which it appears to them that their intervention under this subsection is necessary in
the interests of the welfare of the child.

(5) Where a local authority receive a child into their care under the last foregoing
subsection, the provisions of this Act, except subsection (4) of section 15 thereof, shall
apply as if the child had been received into their care under the said section 15.

(6) A resolution under [F18section 16 of this Act] shall not relieve any person from any
liability to maintain, or contribute to the maintenance of, the child.

(7) A resolution under the said section 16 shall not authorise a local authority [F19or a
voluntary organisation] to cause a child to be brought up in any religious persuasion
other than that in which he would have been brought up but for the resolution.

(8) Any person who—
(a) knowingly assists or induces or persistently attempts to induce n a child [F20,

in respect of when a resolution under section 16 of this Act is in effect,] to
run away, or

(b) without lawful authority takes away such a child, or
(c) knowingly harbours or conceals such a child who has run away or who has

been taken away or prevents him from returning,
shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding [F21level 5 on the standard
scale] or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to both such fine
and such imprisonment.

(9) [F22Where—
(a) a local authority have, in accordance with subsection (3) of this section; or
(b) a voluntary organisation have, in accordance with subsection (3A) of this

section,
allowed] any person to take over the care of a child with respect to whom a resolution
under the said section 16 is in force and have by notice in writing required that person
to return the child at a time specified in the notice (which, if that person has been
allowed to take over the care of the child for a fixed period, shall not be earlier than
the end of that period) any person who harbours or conceals the child after that time
or prevents him from returning as required by the notice shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding [F23level 5 on the standard scale] or to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding six months or to both such fine and such imprisonment.

[F24(10) Where an offence under subsection (8) or (9) of this section has been or is believed
to have been committed, a constable, or any person authorised by any court or by any
justice of the peace, may take and return the child to the local authority or voluntary
organisation in whom are vested the parental rights and powers relating to the child.]

Textual Amendments
F13 S. 17(1)(2) repealed by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 4 Pt. V
F14 Words substituted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 52(a)
F15 Words inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 52(a)
F16 S. 17(3A) inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 52(b)
F17 Words substituted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 52(c)
F18 Words substituted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 52(d)
F19 Words inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 52 (e)
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F20 Words substituted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 52(f)(i)
F21 Words substituted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 52(f) and by virtue of

Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:1), ss. 289F, 289G (as inserted by Criminal
Justice Act 1982 (c. 48, SIF 39:1), s. 54)

F22 Words substituted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 52(g)(i)
F23 Words substituted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 52(g)(ii) and by virtue of

Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:1), ss. 289F, 289G (as inserted by Criminal
Justice Act 1982 (c. 48, SIF 39:1), s. 54)

F24 S. 17(10) inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), s. 76

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C7 SS. 17, 17A, 17B, 17C applied by Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:2), s. 413(3)

as substituted by Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41, SIF 39:1), s. 59(3)

17A [F25Termination of access to child subject to resolution under section 16.

(1) A local authority or voluntary organisation may not terminate arrangements for access
to a child who is the subject of a resolution under section 16 of this Act by his parent or
guardian or refuse to make such arrangements unless they have first given the parent
or guardian notice of termination or refusal in a form prescribed by order made by
the Secretary of State.

(2) A notice under this section shall contain a statement that the parent or guardian has a
right to apply to the sheriff for an order under section 17B of this Act.

(3) A notice terminating access shall state that access will be terminated as from the date
of service of the notice.

(4) A local authority or voluntary organisation are not to be taken to terminate
arrangements for access for the purposes of this section in a case where they propose
to substitute new arrangements for access for existing arrangements.

(5) A local authority or voluntary organisation are not to be taken to refuse to make
arrangements for access for the purposes of this section in a case where they postpone
access for such reasonable period as appears to them to be necessary to enable them
to consider what arrangements for access (if any) are to be made.

(6) A notice under this section may be served on a parent or guardian either by delivering
it to him or by leaving it at his proper address or by sending it by post.

(7) For the purposes of this section, and of section 7 of the M5Interpretation Act 1978 in
its application to this section, the proper address of a person shall be his last known
address.

Textual Amendments
F25 Ss. 17A-17E inserted (30.1.1984) by Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act

1983 (c. 41, SIF 113:3), s. 7(2)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C8 Ss. 17, 17A, 17B, 17C applied by Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:2), s. 413(3)

as substituted by Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41, SIF 39:1), s. 59(3)
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Marginal Citations
M5 1978 c. 30.

17B Access Orders

(1) A parent or guardian on whom a notice under section 17A of this Act is served may
apply by way of summary application to the sheriff (in the case of a local authority,
the sheriff having jurisdiction in their area) for an order under this section (hereinafter
referred to as an “access order”).

(2) An access order shall be an order requiring the authority or organisation to allow the
child’s parent or guardian access to the child subject to such conditions as the order
may specify with regard to commencement, frequency, duration or place of access or
to any other matter for which it appears to the sheriff that provision ought to be made
in connection with the requirement to allow access.

(3) Where an access order has been made—
(a) the parent or guardian named in the order; or
(b) the local authority or voluntary organisation may apply by way of summary

application to the sheriff for the variation or discharge of the order.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C9 Ss. 17, 17A, 17B, 17C applied by Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:2), s. 413(3)

as substituted by Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41, SIF 39:1), s. 59(3)

17C Emergency order.

(1) The sheriff may make an order under this subsection where he is satisfied that
continued access to a child by his parent or guardian in accordance with the terms of
an access order will put the child’s welfare seriously at risk.

(2) Subject to subsection (3) below, an order under subsection (1) of this section shall
be an order suspending the operation of the access order for 7 days beginning with
the date of the order under subsection (1) of this section, or for such shorter period
beginning with that date as may be specified in that order.

(3) If during the period for which the operation of the access order is suspended the local
authority or voluntary organisation make an application for its variation or discharge
to the sheriff, its operation shall be suspended until the date on which the application
to vary or discharge it is determined or abandoned.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C10 Ss. 17, 17A, 17B, 17C applied by Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:2), S. 413(3)

as substituted by Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41, SIF 39:1), s. 59(3)
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17D Safeguarding of interest of child.

—A court to which an application for an access order or any other application under
section 17B or 17C of this Act or any appeal relating thereto is made shall regard the
welfare of the child as the first and paramount consideration in determining the matter.

17E Code of practice.

(1) The Secretary of State shall prepare, and from time to time revise, a code of practice
with regard to access to children who are in care or who are subject to a supervision
requirement under section 44 of this Act.

(2) Before preparing the code or making any alteration in it the Secretary of State shall
consult such bodies as appear to him to be concerned.

(3) The Secretary of State shall lay copies of the code and of any alteration in the code
before Parliament; and if either House of Parliament passes a resolution requiring the
code or any alteration in it to be withdrawn the Secretary of State shall withdraw
the code or alteration and, where he withdraws the code, shall prepare a code in
substitution for the one which is withdrawn.

(4) No resolution shall be passed by either House of Parliament under subsection (3)
above in respect of a code or alteration after the expiration of the period of forty days
beginning with the day on which a copy of the code or alteration was laid before that
House; but for the purposes of this subsection no account shall be taken of any time
during which Parliament is dissolved or prorogued or during which both Houses are
adjourned for more than four days.

(5) The Secretary of State shall publish the code as for the time being in force.

18 Duration and rescission of resolutions under section 16.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Part of this Act, a resolution under section 16 of this
Act shall continue in force until the child with respect to whom it was passed attains
the age of eighteen.

(2) A resolution under the said [F26section 16(1)(a)] may be rescinded by resolution of the
local authority if it appears to them that the rescinding of the resolution will be for
the benefit of the child.

(3) On a summary application for the determining of a resolution being made—
(a) in the case of a resolution passed by virtue of [F27sub-paragraph (i)] of

subsection (1) of the said section 16, by a person claiming to be a parent or
guardian of the child;

[F28(b) in the case of a resolution passed by virtue of circumstances specified in sub-
paragraph (ii), (iii), or (iv) of subsection (1) of the said section 16, by the
person who, but for the resolution, would have the parental rights and powers
in relation to the child,]

the sheriff, having jurisdiction where the applicant resides, if satisfied that there was
no ground for the making of the resolution or that the resolution should in the interests
of the child be determined, may by order determine the resolution, and the resolution
shall thereupon cease to have effect:

Provided that, if the sheriff thinks fit, he may, in lieu of determining the resolution,
order that, either for a fixed period or until he, or, if the order so provides, the local
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authority, otherwise direct, the local authority [F29, and any voluntary organisation
having parental rights and powers with respect to the child,] shall allow the care of the
child to be taken over by, and the child to be under the control of, the applicant.

(4) A court may entertain an application under [F30the Law Reform (Parent and Child)
(Scotland) Act 1986] to appoint a [F30tutor or curator] of an infant notwithstanding that,
by virtue of a resolution under section 16 of this Act, a local authority [F31or voluntary
organisation] have parental rights with respect to him; . . . F32

[F33(4A) A court may entertain an application under—
(a) [F34section 12 of the M6Adoption (Scotland) Act 1978] for an adoption order

in respect of a child;
(b) [F35section 18 of the said Act of 1978] for an order declaring a child free for

adoption;
(c) [F36section 49 of the said Act of 1978] for an order vesting the parental rights

and duties relating to a child;
notwithstanding that, by virtue of a resolution under section 16 of this Act, a local
authority or a voluntary organisation have parental rights with respect to him.]

Textual Amendments
F26 Words substituted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 53(a)
F27 Words substituted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 53 (b)(i)
F28 S. 18(3)(b) substituted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 53(b)(ii)
F29 Words inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 53(b)(iii)
F30 Words substituted by Law Reform (Parent and Child) (Scotland) Act 1986 (c. 9, SIF 49:8), s. 10(1),

Sch. 1 para. 9(2)
F31 Words inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 3 para. 53(c)
F32 Words repealed by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), Sch. 4 Pt V
F33 S. 18(4A) inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), ss. 77
F34 Words substituted by Adoption (Scotland) Act 1978 (c. 28, SIF 49:11), s. 67(2), Sch. 2 paras. 3, 5, Sch.

3 para. 15
F35 Words in s. 18(4A)(b) substituted by Adoption (Scotland) Act 1978 (c. 28, SIF 49:11), Sch. 2 paras. 3,

5, Sch. 3 para. 15
F36 Words in s. 18(4A)(c) substituted by Adoption (Scotland) Act 1978 (c. 28, SIF 49:11), Sch. 2 paras 3,

5 Sch. 3 para. 15

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C11 S. 18 applied by Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:2), s. 413(3) as substituted by

Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41, SIF 39:1), s. 59(3)
C12 S. 18(3) restricted by Child Abduction and Custody Act 1985 (c. 60, SIF 20), Pt. I, ss. 9(d), 20(2)(d),

29(2), Sch. 1 art. 16

Marginal Citations
M6 1978 c. 28.

[F3718A Safeguarding of interests of children in proceedings relating to the assumption of
parental rights.

(1) In any proceedings under section 16(8), 16A(3) [F38, 17B, 17C] or 18(3) of this Act,
the sheriff—
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(a) shall consider whether it is necessary to appoint a person for the purpose of
safe-guarding the interests of the child in the proceedings; and

(b) without prejudice to any existing power to appoint a person to represent the
interests of the child, may, if he thinks fit, appoint a person to act for the
purpose specified in paragraph (a) above.

(2) The power to make rules under section 32 of the M7Sheriff Courts (Scotland) Act 1971
shall include power to make rules providing for—

(a) the procedure in relation to the disposal of matters arising under this section;
(b) appointment under subsection (1) of this section, the functions of a person

so appointed and any right of such a person to information relating to the
proceedings in question.]

Textual Amendments
F37 S. 18A inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), ss. 78, 108(2)
F38 Words inserted (30.1.1984) by Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act 1983

(c. 41, SIF 113: 3), s. 7(3)

Marginal Citations
M7 1971 c. 58.

19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F39

Textual Amendments
F39 S. 19 repealed by Foster Children (Scotland) Act 1984 (c. 56, SIF 20), s. 22, Sch. 3 and expressed to

be repealed (1.4.1997) by 1995 c. 36, s. 105(5), Sch. 5 (with s. 103(1)); S.I. 1996/3201, art. 3(7)

20 Duty of local authority to further the best interests of a child in their care and to
afford opportunity for his proper development.

[F40(1) Where a child is in the care of a local authority under any enactment [F41or of a
voluntary organisation, they] shall, in reaching any decision relating to the child,
give first consideration to the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of the child
throughout his childhood; and shall so far as practicable ascertain the wishes and
feelings of the child regarding the decision and give due consideration to them, having
regard to his age and understanding.]

(2) In providing for a child in their care as aforesaid, [F42they] shall make such use of
facilities and services available for children in the care of their own parents as appears
to the local authority [F43or voluntary organisation] reasonable in his case.

(3) Where a local authority [F44or voluntary organisation] allow the care of a child to be
taken over under [F45sections 17(3), 17(3A)] or 18(3) of this Act, their duties in respect
of the child under this section shall not be affected by that take-over.

Textual Amendments
F40 S. 20(1) substituted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), s. 79
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F41 Words substituted by Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act 1983 (c. 41,
SIF 113:3), Sch. 2 para. 5(a)

F42 Word substituted by Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act 1983 (c. 41, SIF
113:3), Sch. 2 para. 5(b)

F43 Words inserted by Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act 1983 (c. 41, SIF
113:3), Sch. 2 para. 5(b)

F44 Words inserted by Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act 1983 (c. 41, SIF
113:3), Sch. 2 para. 5(c)

F45 Words substituted by Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act 1983 (c. 41,
SIF 113:3), Sch. 2 para. 5(c)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C13 S. 20 applied by Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:2), s. 413(3) as substituted by

Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41, SIF 39:1), s. 59(3)

[F4620A Review of case of child in care.

(1) Without prejudice to their general duty under section 20(1) of this Act, it shall be the
duty of a local authority who have at any time had a child in their care throughout
the preceding six months and have not during that period held a review of his case,
to review his case as soon as is practicable after the expiration of that period and,
if a supervision requirement is in force with respect to him, the local authority shall
consider in the course of the review whether to refer his case to their reporter for
review of that requirement by a children’s hearing.

(2) The Secretary of State may by regulations—
(a) amend subsection (1) of this section by—

(i) substituting a different period for the period of six months mentioned
in that subsection (or for any period which, by previous regulations
under this sub-section, was substituted for that period);

(ii) specifying different periods in respect of the first review under that
subsection occurring after a child has been taken into care, and in
respect of subsequent such reviews;

(b) make provision as to the manner in which cases are to be reviewed under this
section;

(c) make provision as to the considerations to which the local authority are to
have regard in reviewing cases under this section.]

Textual Amendments
F46 S. 20A inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:1, 10), s. 80

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C14 S. 20A applied by Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:2), s. 413(3) as substituted

by Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41, SIF 39:1), s. 59(3)
C15 S. 20A extended by Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:2), s. 413(6) as substituted

by Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41, SIF 39:1), s. 59(1)
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21 Mode of provision of accommodation and maintenance.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a local authority shall discharge their duty to
provide accommodation and maintenance for a child in their care—

(a) by boarding him out on such terms as to payment by the authority and
otherwise as the authority may, subject to the provisions of this Act and
regulations thereunder, determine; or

(b) by maintaining the child in a residential establishment.

(2) Nothing in the foregoing subsection shall be construed as preventing a local authority
from making use, in the case of any child, of any such facilities and services
as are referred to in subsection (2) of [F47section 20 of this Act], and for that
purpose arranging for his accommodation and maintenance in any suitable manner not
specified in the last foregoing subsection.

(3) Arrangements may be made by a local authority under this section for boarding out a
child in England or Wales or for maintaining him in any accommodation in England or
Wales which a local authority in those countries is authorised to use for that purpose by
virtue of [F48[F49section 21 of the Child Care Act 1980]][F49section 23 of the Children
Act 1989.]

Textual Amendments
F47 Words substituted by Law Reform (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Scotland) Act 1985 (c. 73, SIF 36:1),

ss. 23, 59, Sch. 2 para. 9
F48 Words substituted by Child Care Act 1980 (c. 5, SIF 20), Sch. 5 para. 21
F49 “section 23 of the Children Act 1989” substituted (prosp.) for “section 21 of the Child Care Act 1980”

by Children Act 1989 (c. 41, SIF 20), s. 108(2)(5), Sch. 13 para. 20

22 Removal of children in residental establishments.

Notwithstanding any agreement made in connection with the placing of a child in a
residential establishment under this Part of this Act by a local authority, the authority
may at any time, and shall if required so to do by . . . F50 the person responsible for the
establishment, remove the child from the establishment.

Textual Amendments
F50 Words repealed by Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 (c. 65, SIF 81:2), Sch. 29

23 Power of local authorities and voluntary organisations to arrange for emigration
of children.

(1) A local authority or a voluntary organisation may, with the consent of the Secretary
of State, arrange or assist in arranging the emigration of any child in their care.

(2) The Secretary of State shall not give his consent under this section unless he is satisfied
that emigration would benefit the child, and that suitable arrangements have been or
will be made for the child’s reception and welfare in the country to which he is going,
that the parent of the child has been consulted or that it is not practicable to consult
him, and that the child consents:
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Provided that where a child is too young to form or express a proper opinion on the
matter, the Secretary of State may consent to his emigration notwithstanding that the
child is unable to consent thereto in any case where the child is to emigrate in company
with a parent [F51relative or friend] of his, or is to emigrate for the purpose of joining
a parent, relative or friend.

Textual Amendments
F51 Words substituted by Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act 1983 (c. 41,

SIF 113:3), Sch. 2 para. 6

24 Financial assistance towards expenses of maintenance, education or training of
persons over school age .

(1) Without prejudice to the provisions of section 12 of this Act a local authority may make
contributions to the cost of the accommodation and maintenance of any person—

(a) who is over school age but has not attained the age of twenty-one; and
(b) who is, or has at any time after ceasing to be of school age been, in the care

of a local authority,
in any place near the place where he may be employed, or seeking employment, or in
receipt of education or training.

(2) A local authority may make grants to persons who are over school age, but have not
attained the age of twenty-one, and who at or after the time when they ceased to be
of school age were in the care of a local authority, to enable them to meet expenses
connected with their receiving suitable education or training.

(3) Where a person—
(a) is engaged in a course of education or training at the time when he attains the

age of twenty-one; or
(b) having previously been engaged in a course of education or training which

has been interrupted by any circumstances, resumes the course as soon as
practicable,

then if a local authority are at the said time, or were at the time when the course
was interrupted, as the case may be, making any contributions or grants in respect of
him under any of the foregoing provisions of this section, their powers under those
provisions shall continue with respect to him until the completion of the course.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C16 Ss. 24–26 applied by Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:2), s. 413(3) as

substituted by Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41, SIF 39:1), s. 59(3)

25 Power of local authority to guarantee indentures and other deeds of
apprenticeship etc., of persons in their care.

While a person is in the care of a local authority by virtue of any enactment, the local
authority may undertake any obligation by way of guarantee under any indentures or
other deed of apprenticeship or articles of clerkship entered into by that person; and
where the local authority have undertaken any such obligation under any such deed or
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articles they may at any time (whether or not the person concerned is still in their care)
undertake the like obligation under any such deed or articles supplemental thereto.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C17 Ss. 24–26 applied by Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:2), s. 413(3) as

substituted by Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41, SIF 39:1), s. 59(3)

[F5225A Restriction on removal of child from care of voluntary organisation.

(1) Section 17(8) of this Act shall apply in relation to a child who is not in the care of
a local authority under section 15 of this Act but who is in the care of a voluntary
organisation, as it applies by virtue of subsection (3A) of the said section 15 to a child
in the care of a local authority except that, in the case of a child who is not in the care of
a local authority, references in subsection (3A) to a local authority shall be construed
as references to the voluntary organisation in whose care the child is.

(2) For the purposes of this section, a child is in the care of a voluntary organisation if
the voluntary organisation is providing accommodation for the child in a residential
establishment or has boarded out the child.]

Textual Amendments
F52 S. 25A inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72, SIF 49:9, 10), s. 81

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C18 Ss. 24–26 applied by Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:2), s. 413(3) as

substituted by Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41, SIF 39:1), s. 59(3)

26 After-care of children formerly in care of local authorities or voluntary
organisations.

(1) Where it comes to the knowledge of a local authority that there is in their area any child
over school age who at the time when he ceased to be of that age or at any subsequent
time was, but is no longer,—

(a) in the care of a local authority, or
(b) in the care of a voluntary organisation,

then, unless the authority are satisfied that the welfare of the child does not require it,
they shall be under a duty so long as he has not attained the age of eighteen to advise,
guide or assist him:

Provided that where in a case falling within paragraph (b) of this subsection the local
authority are satisfied that the voluntary organisation have the necessary facilities, the
local authority may make arrangements whereby, while the arrangements continue in
force, he shall be advised, guided or assisted by the voluntary organisation instead of
by the local authority.

(2) Where a child over school age—
(a) ceases to be in the care of a local authority under section 15 of this Act and

proposes to reside in the area of another local authority, or
(b) ceases to be in the care of a voluntary organisation,
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the authority or organisation shall inform the local authority for the area in which the
child proposes to reside.

(3) Where it comes to the knowledge of a local authority or a voluntary organisation
that a child whom they have been advising, guiding or assisting in pursuance of this
section proposes to transfer or has transferred his residence to the area of another local
authority, the first-mentioned local authority or, as the case may be, the voluntary
organisation shall inform the other local authority.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C19 S. 24-26 applied by Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:2), s. 413(3) as substituted

by Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 41, SIF 39:1), s. 59(3)
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