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Sewerage (Scotland) Act 1968
1968 CHAPTER 47

PART II

TRADE EFFLUENTS

Agreements in lieu of applications for consent

[F137C Exclusion from register of commercially confidential information

(1) Despite subsection (2) of section 37A of this Act, Scottish Water shall not enter in
the register maintained under that section information relating to the affairs of any
individual or business if—

(a) it determines, on the application of the person providing the information, that
it is commercially confidential (as regards that or any other person), and

(b) the information is not information which is required to be entered in the
register in pursuance of a direction under subsection (4) below.

(2) If, on an application under subsection (1) above, Scottish Water fails to make a
determination within the period of 21 days beginning with the date of the application,
it shall be treated as having determined that the information is commercially
confidential.

(3) Where, on an application under subsection (1) above, Scottish Water determines that
information is not commercially confidential, the information shall not be entered on
the register until the end of the period of 21 days beginning with the date on which
the determination is notified to the person concerned.

(4) The Scottish Ministers may give Scottish Water directions as to specified information,
or descriptions of information, which the public interest requires to be included in the
register regardless of whether the information is commercially confidential.

(5) Information excluded from the register by virtue of subsection (1) above shall be
treated as ceasing to be commercially confidential for the purposes of this section on
the expiry of the period of 4 years beginning with the date of the determination by
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virtue of which it was excluded unless Scottish Water determines, on the application
of the person who provided the information, that it is still commercially confidential.

(6) Subsection (2) above applies in relation to an application under subsection (5) above
as it applies in relation to an application under subsection (1) above.

(7) The Scottish Ministers may, by order made by statutory instrument, substitute
(whether in all cases or in such descriptions of case as the order may specify) for the
period for the time being specified in subsection (2) above such other period as they
consider appropriate.

(8) A statutory instrument containing an order under subsection (7) above is subject to
annulment in pursuance of a resolution of the Scottish Parliament.

(9) Information is, for the purposes of any determination under this section, commercially
confidential, in relation to any person, if its inclusion in the register would prejudice
to an unreasonable degree the commercial interests of that person.]
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