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Trade Descriptions Act 1968

1968 CHAPTER 29

Power to define terms and to require display, etc. of information

Definition orders

Where it appears to the Board of Trade—
(a) that it would be in the interest of persons to whom any goods are supplied ; or

(b) that it would be in the interest of persons by whom any goods are exported
and would not be contrary to the interest of persons to whom such goods are
supplied in the United Kingdom,;

that any expressions used in relation to the goods should be understood as having
definite meanings, the Board may by order assign such meanings either—
(1) to those expressions when used in the course of a trade or business as, or as part
of, a trade description applied to the goods; or
(ii) to those expressions when so used in such circumstances as may be specified
in the order;
and where such a meaning is so assigned to an expression it shall be deemed for the
purposes of this Act to have that meaning when used as mentioned in paragraph (i) or,
as the case may be, paragraph (ii) of this section.

Marking orders

(1) Where it appears to the Board of Trade necessary or expedient in the interest of persons

to whom any goods are supplied that the goods should be marked with or accompanied
by any information (whether or not amounting to or including a trade description)
or instruction relating to the goods, the Board may, subject to the provisions of this
Act, by order impose requirements for securing that the goods are so marked or
accompanied, and regulate or prohibit the supply of goods with respect to which the
requirements are not complied with; and the requirements may extend to the form and
manner in which the information or instruction is to be given.

(2) Where an order under this section is in force with respect to goods of any description,

any person who, in the course of any trade or business, supplies or offers to supply
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goods of that description in contravention of the order shall, subject to the provisions
of this Act, be guilty of an offence.

(3) An order under this section may make different provision for different circumstances
and may, in the case of goods supplied in circumstances where the information or
instruction required by the order would not be conveyed until after delivery, require
the whole or part thereof to be also displayed near the goods.

Information, etc. to be given in advertisements

(1) Where it appears to the Board of Trade necessary or expedient in the interest of
persons to whom any goods are to be supplied that any description of advertisements
of the goods should contain or refer to any information (whether or not amounting
to or including a trade description) relating to the goods the Board may, subject to
the provisions of this Act, by order impose requirements as to the inclusion of that
information, or of an indication of the means by which it may be obtained, in such
description of advertisements of the goods as may be specified in the order.

(2) An order under this section may specify the form and manner in which any such
information or indication is to be included in advertisements of any description and
may make different provision for different circumstances.

(3) Where an advertisement of any goods to be supplied in the course of any trade or
business fails to comply with any requirement imposed under this section, any person
who publishes the advertisement shall, subject to the provisions of this Act. be guilty
of an offence.

Provisions supplementary to sections 8 and 9

(1) A requirement imposed by an order under section 8 or section 9 of this Act in relation
to any goods shall not be confined to goods manufactured or produced in any one
country or any one of a number of countries or to goods manufactured or produced
outside any one or more countries, unless—

(a) it is imposed with respect to a description of goods in the case of which the
Board of Trade are satisfied that the interest of persons in the United Kingdom
to whom goods of that description are supplied will be sufficiently protected
if the requirement is so confined; and

(b) the Board of Trade are satisfied that the order is compatible with the
international obligations of the United Kingdom.

(2) Where any requirements with respect to any goods are for the time being imposed by
such an order and the Board of Trade are satisfied, on the representation of persons
appearing to the Board to have a substantial interest in the matter, that greater hardship
would be caused to such persons if the requirements continued to apply than is justified
by the interest of persons to whom such goods are supplied, the power of the Board
to relax or discontinue the requirements by a further order may be exercised without
the consultation and notice required by section 38(3) of this Act.



