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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 6

THE PLACES OF WORSHIP (ENFRANCHISEMENT) ACT 1920, AS AMENDED

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 The text of Sch. 5 paras. 1, 2, Sch. 6 is in the form in which it was originally enacted: it was not reproduced

in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which may have been made prior
to 1.2.1991.

Right or persons holding leasehold interest in place of worship or minister’s house to acquire
freehold.
1 (1) Where premises held under a lease to which this Act applies are held upon trust to

be used for the purposes of a place of worship or, connexion with a place of worship,
for the purpose of a minister’s house, whether in conjunction with other purposes
or not, and the premises are being used in accordance with the terms of the trust,
the trustees, notwithstanding any agreement to the contrary (not being an agreement
against the enlargement of the leasehold interest into a freehold contained in a lease
granted or made before the passing of this Act), shall have the right as incident to
their leasehold interest to enlarge that interest into a fee simple, and for that purpose
to acquire the freehold and all intermediate reversions :

Provided that—
(a) if the premises exceed two acres in extent, the trustees shall not be entitled

to exercise the right in respect of more than two acres there of ; and
(aa) where the person entitled to the freehold or an intermediate reversion

requires that underlying minerals be excepted, the trustees shall not be
entitled to acquire his interest in the minerals if proper provision is made for
the support of the premises as they have been enjoyed during the lease and
in accordance with the terms of the lease and of the trust ; and

(b) this Act shall not apply where the premises are used or propsed to be used
for the purposes of a place of worship in contravention of any covenant
contained in the lease under which the premises are held or in any lease
superior thereto ; and

(c) this Act shall not apply where the premises form part of land which has been
acquired by or is vested in any municipal, loacl or rating authority or in the
owners thereof for the purposes of a railway, dock, canal or navigation under
any Act of Parliament, Provisional Order or Order having the force of an Act
of Parliament and the freehold reversion in the premises is held or retained
by such owners for those purposes.

(1A) Where the residence house of a benefice is held by hte incumbent under a lease to
which this Act applies, this Act shall have effect (with any necessary modifications)
in relation to the enlargement of the incumbent’s leasehold interest into a fee simple,
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and in relation to the estate so acquired, as it would have effect if the residence
house were vested for that interest in trustees ; and the powers and provisions of the
M1Parsonages Measure 1938 (as amended by any subsequent enactment) relating to
the purchase of houses for parsonages shall apply for and in relation to the acquisition
under this Act of the freehold reversion.

(2) The lease to which this Act applies are leases (including underleases and agreements
for leases or underleases), whether granted or made before the passing of this Act,
for lives or a life or for a term of years where the term as originally created was a
term of not less than twenty-one years, whether determinable on a life a lives or not.

Marginal Citations
M1 1938 No. 3.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1938/3
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