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Police (Scotland) Act 1967
1967 CHAPTER 77

PART I

ORGANISATION OF POLICE FORCES

Amalgamations

19 Schemes for amalgamation of police forces

(1) If it appears to the police authorities for any two or more police areas that it is expedient
that those areas should be combined for police purposes, they may for that purpose
submit to the Secretary of State a scheme (in this Act referred to as an " amalgamation
scheme ") and the Secretary of State may by order approve any scheme so submitted
to him.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, an amalgamation scheme shall make provision
with regard to the following matters—

(a) the dis-establishment of the police forces maintained for the several police
areas, the establishment and maintenance of a police force for the combined
area, the appointment of the first chief constable of that force, and the transfer
to that force of constables of the forces previously maintained for the several
police areas comprised in the combined area;

(b) the constitution for the purposes of paragraph (c) of this subsection in relation
to that force of a joint police committee consisting of such number of persons,
being members of the constituent authorities, as may be specified in the
scheme;

(c) the delegation to the joint police committee of the whole functions relating to
police of the constituent authorities (except their power to levy a rate, their
functions under this section, and such other functions as may be specified in
the scheme);

(d) the payment by the constituent authorities in such proportions as may be
specified in the scheme of the expenditure incurred by the joint police
committee in the performance of the functions delegated to them;



2 Police (Scotland) Act 1967 (c. 77)
PART I – Organisation of Police Forces

Document Generated: 2023-12-14
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

(e) the audit of the accounts of the joint police committee by an auditor appointed
by the Secretary of State and the application to such audit of the provisions
of Part X of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1947 (audit of accounts of
local authorities).

(3) The reference in subsection (2)(d) of this section to the expenditure incurred by
the joint police committee is a reference to so much of the net expenditure of the
committee as is not reimbursed to the committee under section 32 of this Act by sums
paid out of moneys provided by Parliament.

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Act, an amalgamation scheme may make provision
with regard to all or any of the following matters—

(a) the transfer of property, rights and liabilities;
(b) the adjustment of liabilities between the constituent authorities;
(c) the settlement of differences between the constituent authorities;
(d) the transfer to the joint police committee of officers of any of the constituent

authorities;
(e) the furnishing, on such terms and conditions as may be specified in the

scheme, by one of the constituent authorities of any service connected with
the administration of the police force maintained for the combined area;

(f) any other matters incidental to or consequential on the provisions contained
in the scheme.

(5) The Secretary of State may, after consultation with the constituent authorities
concerned, by order provide for the incorporation of any joint police committee, with
perpetual succession and a common seal, and for conferring on such a committee
power to hold land or to borrow money.

(6) The expenses incurred by a constituent authority for the purpose of the payment to the
joint police committee of the expenditure referred to in subsection (2)(d) of this section
shall be defrayed in like manner as expenses of that authority for the purposes of their
functions relating to police would have required to be defrayed if the amalgamation
scheme had not been made.

(7) For the purposes of the Local Government Superannuation (Scotland) Act 1937 the
appropriate superannuation fund in relation to the contributory employees of a joint
police committee shall be the superannuation fund of such one of the constituent
authorities as may be determined by or under the amalgamation scheme.

(8) Where an amalgamation scheme is to come into operation on a date subsequent to that
on which it is approved, any appointment to be made, direction to be given or other
thing to be done for the purposes of the scheme may be made, given or done at any
time after the approval of the scheme so far as may be necessary for the purpose of
bringing the scheme into operation on the first-mentioned date.

(9) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—
(a) any reference to a police area shall be construed as including a reference to

a combined area ; and
(b) in relation to a police force maintained for a combined area, any reference to

the police authority shall be construed as a reference to the police authorities
for the several police areas comprised in the combined area, without prejudice
however to any delegation of functions to the joint police committee by or
under the amalgamation scheme.


