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SCHEDULE U.K.

CONVENTION ON THE CONTRACT FOR THE INTERNATIONAL CARRIAGE OF GOODS BY ROAD

CHAPTER III U.K.

CONCLUSION AND PERFORMANCE OF THE CONTRACT OF CARRIAGE

Article 4

The contract of carriage shall be confirmed by the making out of a consignment note. The
absence, irregularity or loss of the consignment note shall not affect the existence or the validity
of the contract of carriage which shall remain subject to the provisions of this Convention.

Article 5
1 The consignment note shall be made out in three original copies signed by the

sender and by the carrier. These signatures may be printed or replaced by the stamps
of the sender and the carrier if the law of the country in which the consignment
note has been made out so permits. The first copy shall be handed to the sender, the
second shall accompany the goods and the third shall be retained by the carrier.

2 When the goods which are to be carried have to be loaded in different vehicles,
or are of different kinds or are divided into different lots, the sender or the carrier
shall have the right to require a separate consignment note to be made out for each
vehicle used, or for each kind or lot of goods.

Article 6
1 The consignment note shall contain the following particulars:

(a) the date of the consignment note and the place at which it is made out;
(b) the name and address of the sender;
(c) the name and address of the carrier;
(d) the place and the date of taking over of the goods and the place designated

for delivery;
(e) the name and address of the consignee;
(f) the description in common use of the nature of the goods and the method

of packing, and, in the case of dangerous goods, their generally recognised
description;

(g) the number of packages and their special marks and numbers;
(h) the gross weight of the goods or their quantity otherwise expressed;
(i) charges relating to the carriage (carriage charges, supplementary charges,

customs duties and other charges incurred from the making of the contract
to the time of delivery);

(j) the requisite instructions for Customs and other formalities;
(k) a statement that the carriage is subject, notwithstanding any clause to the

contrary, to the provisions of this Convention.
2 Where applicable, the consignment note shall also contain the following particulars:

(a) a statement that transhipment is not allowed;
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(b) the charges which the sender undertakes to pay;
(c) the amount of “cash on delivery” charges;
(d) a declaration of the value of the goods and the amount representing special

interest in delivery;
(e) the sender’s instructions to the carrier regarding insurance of the goods;
(f) the agreed time-limit within which the carriage is to be carried out;
(g) a list of the documents handed to the carrier.

3 The parties may enter in the consignment note any other particulars which they may
deem useful.

Article 7
1 The sender shall be responsible for all expenses, loss and damage sustained by the

carrier by reason of the inaccuracy or inadequacy of:
(a) the particulars specified in article 6, paragraph 1, (b), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h)

and (j);
(b) the particulars specified in article 6, paragraph 2;
(c) any other particulars or instructions given by him to enable the consignment

note to be made out or for the purpose of their being entered therein.
2 If, at the request of the sender, the carrier enters in the consignment note the

particulars referred to in paragraph 1 of this article, he shall be deemed, unless the
contrary is proved, to have done so on behalf of the sender.

3 If the consignment note does not contain the statement specified in article 6,
paragraph 1(k), the carrier shall be liable for all expenses, loss and damage sustained
through such omission by the person entitled to dispose of the goods.

Article 8
1 On taking over the goods, the carrier shall check:

(a) the accuracy of the statements in the consignment note as to the number of
packages and their marks and numbers, and

(b) the apparent condition of the goods and their packaging.
2 Where the carrier has no reasonable means of checking the accuracy of the

statements referred to in paragraph 1(a) of this article, he shall enter his reservations
in the consignment note together with the grounds on which they are based. He
shall likewise specify the grounds for any reservations which he makes with regard
to the apparent condition of the goods and their packaging. Such reservations shall
not bind the sender unless he has expressly agreed to be bound by them in the
consignment note.

3 The sender shall be entitled to require the carrier to check the gross weight of the
goods or their quantity otherwise expressed. He may also require the contents of
the packages to be checked. The carrier shall be entitled to claim the cost of such
checking. The result of the checks shall be entered in the consignment note.

Article 9
1 The consignment note shall beprima facieevidence of the making of the contract of

carriage, the conditions of the contract and the receipt of the goods by the carrier.
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2 If the consignment note contains no specific reservations by the carrier, it shall
be presumed, unless the contrary is proved, that the goods and their packaging
appeared to be in good condition when the carrier took them over and that the
number of packages, their marks and numbers corresponded with the statements in
the consignment note.

Article 10

The sender shall be liable to the carrier for damage to persons, equipment or other goods, and for
any expenses due to defective packing of the goods, unless the defect was apparent or known to
the carrier at the time when he took over the goods and he made no reservations concerning it.

Article 11
1 For the purposes of the Customs or other formalities which have to be completed

before delivery of the goods, the sender shall attach the necessary documents to the
consignment note or place them at the disposal of the carrier and shall furnish him
with all the information which he requires.

2 The carrier shall not be under any duty to enquire into either the accuracy or the
adequacy of such documents and information. The sender shall be liable to the
carrier for any damage caused by the absence, inadequacy or irregularity of such
documents and information, except in the case of some wrongful act or neglect on
the part of the carrier.

3 The liability of the carrier for the consequences arising from the loss or incorrect use
of the documents specified in and accompanying the consignment note or deposited
with the carrier shall be that of an agent, provided that the compensation payable
by the carrier shall not exceed that payable in the event of loss of the goods.

Article 12
1 The sender has the right to dispose of the goods, in particular by asking the carrier

to stop the goods in transit, to change the place at which delivery is to take place
or to deliver the goods to a consignee other than the consignee indicated in the
consignment note.

2 This right shall cease to exist when the second copy of the consignment note is
handed to the consignee or when the consignee exercises his right under article
13, paragraph 1; from that time onwards the carrier shall obey the orders of the
consignee.

3 The consignee shall, however, have the right of disposal from the time when the
consignment note is drawn up, if the sender makes an entry to that effect in the
consignment note.

4 If in exercising his right of disposal the consignee has ordered the delivery of
the goods to another person, that other person shall not be entitled to name other
consignees.

5 The exercise of the right of disposal shall be subject to the following conditions:
(a) that the sender or, in the case referred to in paragraph 3 of this article, the

consignee who wishes to exercise the right produces the first copy of the
consignment note on which the new instructions to the carrier have been
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entered and indemnifies the carrier against all expenses, loss and damage
involved in carrying out such instructions;

(b) that the carrying out of such instructions is possible at the time when the
instructions reach the person who is to carry them out and does not either
interfere with the normal working of the carrier’s undertaking or prejudice
the senders or consignees of other consignments;

(c) that the instructions do not result in a division of the consignment.
6 When, by reason of the provisions of paragraph 5(b) of this article, the carrier cannot

carry out the instructions which he receives, he shall immediately notify the person
who give him such instructions.

7 A carrier who has not carried out the instructions given under the conditions
provided for in this article, or who has carried them out without requiring the first
copy of the consignment note to be produced, shall be liable to the person entitled
to make a claim for any loss or damage caused thereby.

Article 13
1 After arrival of the goods at the place designated for delivery, the consignee shall

be entitled to require the carrier to deliver to him, against a receipt, the second copy
of the consignment note and the goods. If the loss of the goods is established or if
the goods have not arrived after the expiry of the period provided for in article 19,
the consignee shall be entitled to enforce in his own name against the carrier any
rights arising from the contract of carriage.

2 The consignee who avails himself of the rights granted to him under paragraph 1
of this article shall pay the charges shown to be due on the consignment note, but
in the event of dispute on this matter the carrier shall not be required to deliver the
goods unless security has been furnished by the consignee.

Article 14
1 If for any reason it is or becomes impossible to carry out the contract in accordance

with the terms laid down in the consignment note before the goods reach the place
designated for delivery, the carrier shall ask for instructions from the person entitled
to dispose of the goods in accordance with the provisions of article 12.

2 Nevertheless, if circumstances are such as to allow the carriage to be carried out
under conditions differing from those laid down in the consignment note and if the
carrier has been unable to obtain instructions in reasonable time from the person
entitled to dispose of the goods in accordance with the provisions of article 12, he
shall take such steps as seem to him to be in the best interests of the person entitled
to dispose of the goods.

Article 15
1 Where circumstances prevent delivery of the goods after their arrival at the place

designated for delivery, the carrier shall ask the sender for his instructions. If the
consignee refuses the goods the sender shall be entitled to dispose of them without
being obliged to produce the first copy of the consignment note.

2 Even if he has refused the goods, the consignee may nevertheless require delivery
so long as the carrier has not received instructions to the contrary from the sender.
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3 When circumstances preventing delivery of the goods arise after the consignee, in
exercise of his rights under article 12, paragraph 3, has given an order for the goods
to be delivered to another person, paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article shall apply as
if the consignee were the sender and that other person were the consignee.

Article 16
1 The carrier shall be entitled to recover the cost of his request for instructions and

any expenses entailed in carrying out such instructions, unless such expenses were
caused by the wrongful act or neglect of the carrier.

2 In the cases referred to in article 14, paragraph 1, and in article 15, the carrier may
immediately unload the goods for account of the person entitled to dispose of them
and thereupon the carriage shall be deemed to be at an end. The carrier shall then
hold the goods on behalf of the person so entitled. He may however entrust them
to a third party, and in that case he shall not be under any liability except for the
exercise of reasonable care in the choice of such third party. The charges due under
the consignment note and all other expenses shall remain chargeable against the
goods.

3 The carrier may sell the goods, without awaiting instructions from the person
entitled to dispose of them, if the goods are perishable or their condition warrants
such a course, or when the storage expenses would be out of proportion to the value
of the goods. He may also proceed to the sale of the goods in other cases if after the
expiry of a reasonable period he has not received from the person entitled to dispose
of the goods instructions to the contrary which he may reasonably be required to
carry out.

4 If the goods have been sold pursuant to this article, the proceeds of sale, after
deduction of the expenses chargeable against the goods, shall be placed at the
disposal of the person entitled to dispose of the goods. If these charges exceed the
proceeds of sale, the carrier shall be entitled to the difference.

5 The procedure in the case of sale shall be determined by the law or custom of the
place where the goods are situated.
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