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Police Act 1964
1964 CHAPTER 48

PART I

ORGANISATION OF POLICE FORCES

General provisions

19 Jurisdiction of constables.

(1) A member of a police force shall have all the powers and privileges of a constable
throughout England and Wales [F1and the adjacent United Kingdom waters.].

(2) A special constable shall have all the powers and privileges of a constable in the police
area for which he is appointed [F2and, where the boundary of that area includes the
coast, in the adjacent United Kingdom waters].

[F3(3) Without prejudice to subsection (2) above, a special constable appointed for any police
area shall have all the powers and privileges of a constable—

(a) in the case of a police area other than the City of London [F4police area], in
any other police area which is contiguous to his own police area;

(b) in the case of the City of London [F4police area], in the metropolitan police
district and in any area which is contiguous to that district.]

(4) A special constable who is for the time being required by virtue of section 13 or
section 14 of this Act to serve with another police force shall have all the powers and
privileges of a constable in any area in which special constables appointed for the area
for which that force is maintained have those powers and privileges under this section.

(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F5

[F6(5A) In this section—
“powers” includes powers under any enactment, whenever passed or made;
“United Kingdom waters” means the sea and other waters within the

seaward limits of the territorial sea;



2 Police Act 1964 (c. 48)
Part I – Organisation of Police Forces

Document Generated: 2024-06-05
Status: Point in time view as at 01/04/1995. This version of this provision has been superseded.

Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects
for the Police Act 1964, Section 19. (See end of Document for details)

and this section, so far as it relates to powers under any enactment, makes them
exercisable throughout those waters whether or not the enactment applies to those
waters apart from this provision.]

(6) This section is without prejudice to [F7section 18 of the M1Police (Scotland) Act 1967]
(execution of warrants in border counties of England and Scotland) and to any other
enactment conferring powers on constables for particular purposes.
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