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CHAPTER 33.

An Act to amend the Law relating to Procedure at Parlia-
mentary and Municipal Elections. [18th July 1872.]

HEREAS it is expedient to amend the law relating to
procedure at parliamentary and municipal elections :

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Parr 1.
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS.

Procedure at Elections.

1. A candidate for election to serve in Parliament for a county
or borough shall be nominated in writing. The writing shall be
subscribed by two registered electors of such county or borough as
proposer and seconder, and by cight other registered electors of the
same county or borough as assenting to the nomination, and shall
be delivered during the time appointed for the election to the re-
turning officer by the candidate himself, or his proposer or seconder.

If at the expiration of one hour after the time appointed for the
election no more candidates stand nominated than there are vacancies
to be filled up, the returning officer shall forthwith declare the
candidates who may stand nominated to be elected, and return their
names to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery; but if at the
expiration of such hour more candidates stand nominated than there
are vacancies to be filled up, the returning officer shall adjourn the
election and shall take a poll in manner in this Act mentioned.

A candidate may, during the time appointed for the election, but
not afterwards, withdraw from his candidature by giving a notice
to that effect, signed by him, to the returning officer : Provided,
that the proposer of a candidate nominated in his absence out of the

[ Public.~33.] A 1

A.D. 1872,

Nomination
of candidates
for parlia-
mentary
elections,



A.D. 1872,

Eomc—

Poll at elec-
tions.

[Cu. 33.] Parliamentory and Municipal Hlections. [35 & 36 Vior.)

United Kingdom may withdraw such candidate by a written notice
signed by him and delivered to the returning officer, together with
a written declaration of such absence of the candidate.

If after the adjournment of an election by the returning officer for
the purpose of taking a poll one of the candidates nominated shall
die before the poll has commenced, the returning officer shall, upon
being satisfied of the fact of such death, countermand notice of the
poll, and all the proceedings with reference to the election shall be
commenced afresh in all respects as if the writ had been received
by the returning officer on the day on which proof was given to
him of such death; provided that no fresh nomination shall be
necessary in the case of a candidate who stood nominated at the
time of the countermand of the poll.

2. In the case of a poll at an election the votes shall be
given by ballot. The ballot of each voter shall consist of a
paper (in this Act called a ballot paper) showing the names and
description of the candidates. Each ballot paper shall have a
number printed on the back, and shall have attached a counterfoil
with the same number printed on the face. At the time of voting,
the ballot paper shall be marked on both sides with an official mark,
and delivered to the voter within the polling station, and the
number of such voter on the register of voters shall be marked
on the counterfoil, and the voter having secretly marked his vote on
the paper, and folded it up so as to conceal his vote, shall place it
in a closed box in the presence of the officer presiding at the polling
station (in this Act called “the presiding officer””) after having
shown to him the official mark at the back.

Any ballot paper which has not on its back the official mark, or
on which votes are given to more candidates than the voter is
entitled to vote for, or on which anything, except the said number
on the back, is written or marked by which the voter can be
identified, shall be void and not counted.

After the close of the poll the ballot boxes shall be sealed up,
so as to prevent the introduction of additional ballot papers, and
shall be taken charge of by the returning officer, and that officer shall,
in the presence of such agents, if any, of the candidates as may be
in attendance, open the ballot boxes, and ascertain the result of the
poll by counting the votes given to each candidate, and shall forth-
with declare to be elected the candidates or candidate to whom the
majority of votes have been given, and return their names to the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery. The decision of the returning

officer as to any question arising in respect of any ballot paper shall
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be final, subject to reversal on petition questioning the election or
return.

Where an equality of votes is found to exist between any
candidates at an election for a county or borough, and the addition
of a vote would entitle any of such candidates to he declared elected,
the returning officer, if a registered elector of such county or
borough, may give such additional vote, but shall not in any other
case be entitled to vote at an election for which he is returning
officer.

Offences at Hlections.

3. Every person who,—

(1.) Forges or fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any
nomination paper, or delivers to the returning officer any
nomination paper, knowing the same to be forged ; or

(2.) Forges or counterfeits or fraudulently defaces or fraudulently
destroys any ballot paper or the official mark on any ballot
paper; or

(3.) Without due authority supplies any ballot paper to any
person; or

(4.) Fraudulently puts into any ballot box any paper other than
the ballot paper which he is authorised by law to put in;
or

(5.) Fraudulently takes out of the polling station any ballot
paper ; or

(6.) Without due authority destroys, takes, opens, or otherwise
interferes with any ballot box or packet of ballot papers
then in use for the purposes of the election ;

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and be liable, if he is a returning
officer or an officer or clerk in attendance at a polling station, to
imprisonment for any term not exceeding two years, with or
without hard labour, and if he is any other person, to imprisonment
for any term not exceeding six months, with or without hard
labour.

Any attempt to commit any offence specified in this section

shall be punishable in the manner in which the offence itself is
punishable.

In any indictment or other prosecution for an offence in relation
to the nomination papers, ballot boxes, ballot papers, and marking
instruments at an election, the property in such papers, boxes, and
instruments may be stated to be in the returning officer at such
election, as well as the property in the counterfoils.

A 2 3

A.D. 1872,

Offences in
respect of
nomination
papers, ballot
papers, and
ballot boxes.



- [Cu.88.] Parliamentary and Municipal Hlections. [35 & 36 Vict. ]

A.D. 1872,
Infringe-
ment of
secrecy.

Division of
counties and
boroughs
into polling
districts.

4. Every officer, clerk, and agent in attendance at a polling
station shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the
voting in such station, and shall not communicate, except for some
purpose authorised by law, before the poll is closed, to any person
any information as to the name or number on the register of voters
of any elector who has or has not applied for a ballot paper or voted
at that station, or as to the official mark, and no such officer, clerk,
or agent, and no person whosoever, shall interfere with or attempt
to interfere with a voter when marking his vote, or otherwise
attempt to obtain in the polling station information as to the
candidate for whom any voter in such station is about to vote or has
voted, or communicate at any time to any person any information
obtained in a polling station as to the candidate for whom any
voter in such station is about to vote or has voted, or as to the
number on the back of the ballot paper given to any voter at such
station. Every officer, clerk, and agent in attendance at the count-
ing of the votes shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy
of the voting, and shall not attempt to ascertain at such counting
the number on the back of any ballot paper, or communicate any
information obtained at such counting as to the candidate for whom
any vote is given in any particular ballot paper. No person shall
directly or indirectly induce any voter to display his ballot paper
after he shall have marked the same, so as to make known to
any person the name of the candidate for or against whom he has
so marked his vote.

Every person who acts in contravention of the provisions of this
section shall be liable, on summary conviction before two justices
of the peace, to imprisonment for any term not exceeding six
months, with or without hard labour.

Amendment of Law.

5. The local authority (as herein-after defined) of every county
shall by order, as soon as may be practicable after the passing of
this Act, divide such county into polling districts, and assign
a polling place to each district, in such manner that, so far as is
reasonably practicable, every elector resident in the county shall have
a polling place within a distance not exceeding four miles from his
residence, so, nevertheless, that a polling district need not in any
case be constituted containing less than one hundred registered
electors. :

The local authority (as herein-after defined) of every borough
shall take into consideration the division of such borough into
polling districts, and, if they think it desirable, by order, divide such
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borough into polling districts in such manner as they may think
most convenient for taking the votes of the electors at a poll.

The local authority of every county and borough shall, on or
before the first day of May one thousand eight hundred and seventy-
three, send to one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State,
to be laid by him before both Houses of Parliament, a copy of any
order made by such authority in pursuance of this section, and a
report, in such form as he may require, stating how far the provisions
of this Act with respect to polling districts have been complied
with in their county or borough ; and if they make any order after
the first day of May one thousand eight hundred and seventy-three,
with respect to polling districts or polling places in their county or
borough, they shall send a copy of such order to the said Secretary
of State, to be laid by him before both Houses of Parliament.

The local authority of a county or borough in this section means
the authority having power to divide such county or borough into
polling districts under section thirty-four of the Representation of
the People Act, 1867, and any enactments amending that section ;
and such authority shall exercise the powers thereby given to them
for the purposes of this section ; and the provisions of the said sec-
tion as to the local authority of a borough constituted by the com-
bination of two or more municipal boroughs shall apply to a borough
constituted by the combination of a municipal borough and other
places, whether municipal boroughs or not; and in the case of a
borough of which a town council is not the local authority, and
which is not wholly situate within one petty sessional division, the
justices of the peace for the county in which such borough or the
larger part thereof in area is situate, assembled at some court of
general or quarter sessions, or at some adjournment thereof, shall be
the local authority thereof, and shall for this purpose have jurisdiction
over the whole of such borough ; and in the case of such borough and
of a county, a court of general sessions shall be assembled within
twenty-one days after the passing of this Act, and any such court
may be assembled and adjourned from time to time for the purpose.

 No election shall be questioned by reason of any non-compliance
with this section or any informality relative to polling distriets or
polling places, and any order made by a local authority in relation
to polling districts or polling places shall apply only to lists of
voters made subsequently to its date, and to registers of voters
formed out of such lists, and to elections held after the time at
which a register of voters so formed has come into force : Provided
that where any such order is made between the first day of July
and the first day of November in any year, and does not create any
A3 5
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A.D.1872. new division between two or more polling districts of any parish.
—  for which a separate poor rate is or can be made, such order shall
apply to the register of voters which comes into force next after
such order is made, and to elections held after that register so
- comes into force; and the clerk of the peace or town clerk, as the
case may be, shall copy, print, and arrange the lists of voters for

the purpose of such register in accordance with such order.

Use of 6. The returning officer at a parliamentary election may use, free
:ﬂ;ﬁ;’i ’r“;‘gm of charge, for the purpose of taking the poll at such election, any
for poll. room in a school receiving a grant out of moneys provided by
Parliament, and any room the expense of maintaining which is
payable out of any local rate, but he shall make good any damage
done to such room, and defray any expense incurred by the person
or body of persons, corporate or unincorporate, having control over
the same on account of its being used for the purpose of taking the
poll as aforesaid.
The use of any room in an unoccupied house for the purpose of
taking the poll shall not render any person liable to be rated or to

pay any rate for such house.

Conclusive- 7. At any election for a county or borough, a person shall not be

ness of re-  entitled to vote unless his name is on the register of voters for the

gister of . . . i

voters. time being in force for such county or borough, and every person
whose name is on such register shall be entitled to demand and
receive a ballot paper and to vote: Provided that nothing in this
section shall entitle any person to vote who is prohibited from
voting by any statute, or by the common law of Parliament, or
relieve such person from any penalties to which he may be liable

for voting.

Duties of Returning and Election Officers.

General 8. Subject to the provisions of this Act, every returning officer

powers and  ghall provide such nomination papers, polling stations, ballot boxes,

duties of . . . .

returning  ballot papers, stamping instruments, copies of register of voters, and

officer. other things, appoint and pay such officers, and do such other
acts and things as may be necessary for effectually conducting an
election in manner provided by this Act.

All expenses properly incurred by any returning officer in
carrying into effect the provisions of this Act, in the case of any
parliamentary election, shall be payable in the same manner as
expenses incurred in the erection of polling booths at such election
are by law payable.
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Where the sheriff is returning officer for more than one county
as defined for the purposes of parliamentary elections, he may,
without prejudice to any other power, by writing under his hand,
appoint a fit person to be his deputy for all or any of the purposes
relating to an election in any such county, and may, by himself or
such deputy, exercise any powers and do any things which the
returning officer is authorised or required to exercise or do in rela-
tion to such election. Every such deputy, and also any under
sheriff, shall, in so far as he acts as returning officer, be deemed
to be included in the term returning officer in the provisions of this
Act relating to parliamentary elections, and the enactments with
which this part of this Act is to be construed as one.

9. If any person misconducts himself in the polling station, or
fails to obey the lawful orders of the presiding officer, he may imme-
diately, by order of the presiding officer, be removed from the polling
station by any constable in or near that station, or any other person
authorised in writing by the returning officer to remove him; and
the person so removed shall not, unless with the permission of the
presiding officer, again be allowed to enter the polling station during
the day.

Any person so removed as aforesaid, if charged with the com-
mission in such station of any offence, may be kept in custody
until he can be brought before a justice of the peace.

Provided that the powers conferred by this section shall not be
exercised so as to prevent any elector who is otherwise entitled to
vote at any polling station from having an opportunity of voting at
such station.

10. For the purpose of the adjournment of the poll, and of every
other enactment relating to the poll, a presiding officer shall have
the power by law belonging to a deputy returning officer ; and any
presiding officer and any clerk appointed by the returning officer
to attend at a polling station shall have the power of asking
the questions and administering the oath authorised by law to
be asked of and administered to voters, and any justice of the peace
and any returning officer may take and receive any declaration
authorised by this Act to be taken before him.

11. Every returning officer, presiding officer, and clerk who is
guilty of any wilful misfeasance or any wilful act or omission in
contravention of this Act shall, in addition to any other penalty or
liability to which he may be subject, forfeit to any person aggrieved
by such misfeasance, act, or omission a penal sum not exceeding

one hundred pounds.
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Section fifty of the Representation of the People Act, 1867,
(which relates to the acting of any returning officer, or his partner
or clerk, as agent for a candidate,) shall apply to any returning
officer or officer appointed by him in pursuance of this Act, and to
his partner or clerk.

Miscellaneous.

12. No person who has voted at an election shall, in any legal
proceeding to question the election or return, be required to state
for whom he has voted.

13. No election shall be declared invalid by reason of a non-com-
pliance with the rules contained in the First Schedule to this Act,
or any mistake in the use of the forms in the Second Schedule to
this Act, if it appears to the tribunal having cognizance of the
question that the election was conducted in accordance with the
principles laid down in the body of this Act, and that such non-
compliance or mistake did not affect the result of the election.

14. Where a parliamentary borough and municipal borough
occupy the whole or any part of the same area, any ballot boxes or
fittings for polling stations and compartments provided for such
parliamentary borough or such municipal borough may be used in
any municipal or parliamentary election in such borough free of
charge, and any damage other than reasonable wear and tear caused
to the same shall be paid as part of the expenses of the election
at which they are so used.

15. This part of this Act shall, so far as is consistent with
the tenor thereof, be construed as one with the enactments for
the time being in force relating to the representation of the people,
and to the registration of persons entitled to vote at the election
of members to serve in Parliament, and with any enactments
otherwise relating to the subject matter of this part of this Act,
and terms used in this part of this Act shall have the same
meaning as in the said enactments; and in construing the said
enactments relating to an election or to the poll or taking the votes
by poll, the mode of election and of taking the poll established by
this Act shall for the purposes of the said enactments be deemed
to be substituted for the mode of election or poll, or taking the
votes by poll, referred to in the said enactments; and any person
applying for. a ballot paper under this Act shall be deemed * to
tender his vote,” or ‘“to assume to vote,” within the meaning
of the said enactments; and any application for a ballot paper
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under this Act, or expressions relative thereto, shall be equivalent
to ‘“voting ” in the said enactments and any expressions relative
thereto; and the term ¢ polling booth  as used in the said enact-
ments shall be deemed to include a polling station ; and the term
¢ proclamation ™ as used in the said enactments shall be deemed to
include a public notice given in pursuance of this Act.

Application of Part of Act to Scotland.

16. This part of this Act shall apply to Scotland, subject to the

following provisions :—

(1.) The expression ‘ crime and offence” shall be equivalent to
the expression ¢ misdemeanor,” and shall be substituted
therefor : .

(2.) All offences under this Act for which any person may be
punished on summary conviction shall be prosecuted
before the sheriff under the provisions of “The Summary
Procedure Act, 1864;” and all jurisdictions, powers, and
authorities necessary for that purpose are hereby conferred
on sheriffs :

(8.) The expression *sheriff ” shall include sheriff substitute :

(4.) The provisions of this Act relating to the division of counties
and boroughs into polling districts shall not apply to
Scotland :

(5.) The ballot boxes, ballot papers, stamping instruments, and
other requisites for a parliamentary election shall be pro-
vided and paid for in the same manner as polling rooms or
booths under the fortieth section of the Act of the second
and third years of the reign of King William the Fourth,
chapter sixty-five, intituled ‘“ An Act to amend the
“ Representation of the People in Scotland;” and the
reasonable remuneration of presiding officers, assistants,
and clerks employed by the returning officer at such an
election, and all other expenses properly incurred- by the
returning officer, and by sheriff clerks and town clerks, in
carrying into effect the provisions of this Act, shall be paid
by the candidates; provided always, that if any person
shall be proposed as a candidate without his consent the
person so proposing him shall be liable to defray his share
of all those expenses in like manner as if he had been
a candidate himself; provided also, that the fee to be
paid to each presiding officer shall in no case exceed the

sum of three guineas per day, and the fee to be paid to
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A.D. 1872, each assistant to the returning officer shall not exceed two
T guineas per day, and the fee to be paid to each clerk shall
not exceed one guinea per day.

Application of Part of Act to Ireland.

Alterations 17. This part of this Act shall apply to Ireland, subject to the
for applica- followi difications :—

tion of Part 1. following modifications :

to Ireland. (1.) The expression “ Clerk of the Crown in Chancery ” shall

mean the Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper in Ireland :

(2.) The preceding provisions of this part of this Act with respect
to the division of counties and boroughs into polling
districts shall not extend to Ireland :

(3.) In the construction of the preceding provisions of this part
of this Act as applying to Ireland, section thirteen of
«The Representation of the People (Ireland) Act, 1868,”
shall be substituted for section fifty of ¢ The Representation
« of the People Act, 1867, wherever in such provisions
the said last-mentioned section occurs. The provision
contained in the sixth section of this Act providing for the
use of school rooms free of charge, for the purpose of
taking the poll at elections, shall not apply to any school
adjoining or adjacent to any church or other place of
worship, nor to any school connected with a nunnery or
other religious establishment :

(4.) No returning officer shall be entitled to claim, or be paid,
any sum or sums of money for the erection of polling
booths or stations and compartments other than the sum
or sums actually and necessarily incurred and paid by him
in reference to the same, any statute or statutes to the
contrary now in force notwithstanding, nor shall the
expenses of providing sufficient polling stations or booths
and compartments at every polling place exceed the sum
or sums now given and allowed by statute in Ireland.

Provisions as 18, With respect to polling districts and polling places in Ireland,

to polling 16 following regulations shall have effect ; that is to say,
districts anc

pollingplaces  (1,) The Lord Lieutenant, by and with the advice of the
in Ireland. Privy Council in Ireland, shall appoint special sessions
to be held by the chairman of quarter sessions and
justices of the peace having jurisdiction in each county
or riding of a county in Ireland, at such places and times
before the first day of November next after the passing of

10



[35 & 86 Vicr.] Parliomentory and Municipal Hlections. [Cx. 33,

this Act as shall seem fit for the purpose of dividing such A.D.1872.
county or riding into polling districts and appointing —
polling places for such districts :

(2.) The clerk of the said Privy Council shall cause each such
appointment to be notified to the clerk of the peace of
the county to which the same relates, and shall cause
notice of the same to be published twice in each of two
consecutive weeks in one or more newspapers usually cir-
culated in such county, and once in the Dublin Gazette :

(3.) The clerk of the peace of each county in Ireland shall, within
five days after the receipt of such notification as aforesaid,
send a written or printed notice of the same to the chair-
man and to every justice of the peace having jurisdiction
within the county or riding to which the same relates :

(4.) The chairman of quarter sessions and the justices of the peace
having jurisdiction in any county or riding assembled at
such special sessions appointed in manner aforesaid, or at
any adjournment of the same before the first day of
December next after the passing of this Act, shall make
an order dividing such county or riding of a county into
polling districts, and appointing in each such polling
district a place (in this section .referred to as a ‘ polling
place ) for taking the poll at contested elections of
members to serve in Parliament for such county :

(5.) Every such division shall be made in such manner so that,
as far as practicable, every building or place in such
county in which petty sessions are at the time of the
passing of this Act held shall be a polling place : Provided
always, that where it appears to the chairman and justices
assembled at special sessions that, for the purpose of
affording full facilities for taking the poll at contested
elections, there should be polling places in addition to
such buildings or places where petty sessions are held as
aforesaid, they shall appoint so many polling places in
addition to such buildings or places as they may think
necessary, and constitute a polling district for each such
polling place :

(6.) Every such order shall specify the barony or baronies, half
barony or half baronies, townland or townlands, parish or
parishes, and places constituting each such polling district :

(7.) A copy of every such order shall forthwith be sent by the
clerk of the peace for such county to the clerk of the said
Privy Council, who thereupon shall submit the same for

11
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A.D. 1872 confirmation by the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council in
- Ireland, in the manner by this Act provided, and such
order shall not be of any validity until the same has been

so confirmed :

(8.) Notice of the intended confirmation of any such order shall
be given by the clerk of the said Privy Council at least
one month before the day fixed for such confirmation by
the publication of such notice and order in one or more
newspapers circulating within such county or riding to
which the order has reference :

(9.) It shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council,
on the day fixed for the intended confirmation of any
such order, to confirm the same as it stands, or with
such variation, alteration, or modification as may seem
fit: Provided always, that where any person is dissatisfied
with any such order it shall be lawful for such person,
within fourteen days after the publication of the notice
of the intended confirmation of such order, to appeal
against the same, and such appeal shall be in writing,
stating the grounds thereof, and shall be signed by such
person, and shall within such time be lodged with the
clerk of the Privy Council; and it shall be lawful for the
Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council, previous to the con-
firmation of any such order, to hear and determine such
appeal against the same, and to make such order as to the
costs of such appeal as may seem meet :

(10.) When any such order has been confirmed as aforesaid, the
clerk of the said Privy Council shall transmit a copy of
the same to the clerk of the peace of the county to which
the same relates, and shall cause the same to be published
once in the Dublin Gazette, and once in the newspaper in
which the notice of intended confirmation was published :

(11.) The provisions of the Act of the session of the twenty-
seventh and twenty-eighth years of the reign of Her
present Majesty, chapter twenty-two, for ascertaining the
voters in the new or altered polling districts referred to
in the ninth section of the said Act, and for making
separate lists of voters, and otherwise in relation thereto,
shall extend and apply to every case in which any order
in relation to any county has been confirmed under the
authority of this section, in like manner as if such sections
were herein re-enacted, and the polling districts to which
the same refer or apply had been polling districts con-

12
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stituted under the authority of this section; and the A.D.1872.
register of voters in force in such county at the time ™
of confirming such order as amended by the printed books
given into the custody of the sheriff of such county in
manner by the said Act provided, and the said printed
books, shall be the register cf persons entitled to vote at
any election of a member or members to serve in Parlia-
ment which shall take place in and for such county until
the first day of January next after the giving of the said
books as aforesaid : Provided always, that in the construc-
tion of the said provisions, the terms  the passing of this
Act” and the “said Act” shall respectively be construed
to mean the confirming of any order made under the
authority of this section and this Act:

(12.) At any election of a member or members to serve in
Parliament for any county to which any such order
relates held after the confirming of any such order, and
before the register of voters to be formed subsequently
to the date of the confirming of such order under the pro-
visions of this section shall be in force, the poll shall be
taken as if no such order had been made:

(13.) All precepts, notices, and forms relating to the registration
of voters shall be framed and expressed in such manner
and form as may be necessary for the carrying the pro-
visions of this Act into effect :

(14.) When the chairman of quarter sessions and justices of the
peace having jurisdiction in any county or riding in
Ireland, assembled at any general or quarter sessions in
any division of such county or riding, are of opinion that
for the purpose of affording further facilities for polling at
contested elections there should be within such district
polling places in addition to the places appointed in manner
aforesaid, they may by resolution determine that at the
next general or quarter sessions in such division of such
county the necessity for such additional polling places
shall be considered by the chairman and justices assembled
at the same :

(15.) The clerk of the peace of such county shall, within five
days after the making of such resolution, send a written
or printed copy of the same to the chairman and to every
justice of the peace having jurisdiction within the county
to which the same relates, and shall cause a copy of
such resolution to be published twice in each of two
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consecutive weeks in some newspaper circulated in such
county : .

(16.) The said chairman and justices assembled at such general
or quarter sessions holden next after the making of such
resolution shall consider whether additional polling places
are necessary, and if they are of such opinion they may,
by an order to be made in like manner and subject to
the same provisions as to the making, confirming, and
taking effect of the same as are in this section contained
in relation to orders to be made at special sessions under
the authority of the same, appoint such other places to
be polling places as they shall think fit, and shall constitute
polling distriets for such polling places :

(17.) No election shall be questioned by reason of any polling
district not having been constituted in conformity with
the provisions of this Act, or by reason of any informality
relative to any polling district :

(18.) When any day fixed for taking the poll at any election is
the day fixed for the Lolding of the petty sessions court
at any polling place, the court shall stand ipso facto
adjourned till the next day, which shall in that case be
the legal day for holding said court, and if that day be a
Sunday or legal holiday, till the next day :

(19.) The term ¢ the Lord Lieutenant” in this section shall mean
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and the lords justices or other
chief governors or governor of Ireland for the time being,
and the term ¢ chairman of quarter sessions” in this
section shall include any person duly appointed to do the
duty of such chairman during his sickness or absence.

19. Where the name of any person is required to be inserted in
any list of voters for any ward of any city, town, or borough under
the provisions of section seven of the Act passed in the session of
Parliament held in the thirteenth and fourteenth years of the
reign of Her present Majesty, chapter sixty-eight, as qualified in
respect of any property qualification, or as the occupier of any
lands, tenements, or hereditaments situate in whole or in part
beyond the limits of such ward, then and in every such case
the names so required to be inserted shall be placed in alphabetical
order in a separate part of such list to be styled ¢ the list of rural
or out voters of such ward,” and the property, lands, tenements,
and hereditaments in respect of which such person is qualified as
aforesaid shall for the purposes of the said Act and the Acts amending
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the same, in relation to the providing of booths and compartments
within each ward of any city, town, or borough, and the voting
therein of persons entitled to vote in respect of any such quali-
fications aforesaid, be deemed to constitute a separate ward : Pro-
vided always, that the name of any such person shall not be
placed in such separate list if such person shall, in writing under
his hand, object thereto, and if such objection is delivered to such
clerk of the peace on or before the twenty-fifth day of August
next preceding the making of such list under the provisions
aforesaid, and in such case in relation to such person the provisions
of this section shall not apply.

Part II.
MunNicIPAL -ELECTIONS.

20. The poll at every contested municipal election shall, so far as
circumstances admit, be conducted in the manner in which the poll
is by this Act directed to be conducted at a contested parliamentary
election, and, subject to the modifications expressed in the schedules
annexed hereto, such provisions of this Act and of the said schedules
as relate to or are concerned with a poll at a parliamentary election
shall apply to a poll at a contested municipal election : Provided as
follows :

(1.) The term ¢ returning officer ” shall mean the mayor or other
officer who, under the law relating to municipal elections,
presides at such elections :

(2.) The term * petition questioning the election or return *’ shall
mean any proceeding in which a municipal election can be
questioned :

(3.) The mayor shall provide everything which in the case of a
parliamentary election is required to be provided by the
returning officer for the purpose of a poll :

(4.) All expenses shall be defrayed in manner provided by law
with respect to the expenses of a municipal election :

(56.) No return shall be made to the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery :

(6.) Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to authorise the appoint-
ment of any agents of a candidate in a municipal election,
but if in the case of a municipal election any agent of a
candidate is appointed, and a notice in writing of such
appointment is given to the returning officer, the provisions
of this Act with respect to agents of candidates shall, so
far as respects such agent, apply in the case of that

election :
15
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AD.1872.  (7.) The provisions of this Act with respect to—
"—' (a.) The voting of a returning officer ; and
(6.) The use of a room for taking a poll ; and
(c.) The right to vote of persons whose names are on
the register of voters ;
shall not apply in the case of a municipal election.

A municipal election shall, except in so far as relates to the
taking of the poll in the event of its being contested, be conducted
in the manner in which it would have been conducted if this Act
had not passed.

Abolition 21. Assessors shall not be elected in any ward of any municipal

:i;:fsliq borough, and a municipal election need not be held before the
assessors or their deputies, but may be held before the mayor,
alderman, or other returning officer only.

Application of Part of Act to Scotland.

Alterations 22. This part of this Act shall apply to Scotland, subject to the
f?gnagff,’lll,‘z;ft following provisions :—

1L to Scot- (1.) The term ‘“mayor’’ shall mean the provost or other chief

land. magistrate of a municipal borough, as defined by this Act:

(2.) All municipal elections shall be conducted in the same

manner in all respects in which elections of councillors

in the royal burghs contained in Schedule C. to the Act

of the session of the third and fourth years of the reign of

King William the Fourth, chapter seventy-six, intituled

“ An Act to alter and amend the laws for the election

“ of the Magistrates and Councillors of the Royal Burghs

“ in Scotland,” are directed to be conducted by the Acts

in force at the time of the passing of this Act as amended

by this Act; and all such Acts shall apply to such

elections accordingly.

Application of Part of Act to Ireland.

Alterations 28. This part of this Actshall apply to Ireland, with the following
for applica- modifications :—

il‘;',ffﬁ, to (1.) The term “mayor” shall include the chairman of commis-

Treland. sioners, chairman of municipal commissioners, chairman
of town commissioners, and chairman of township com-
missioners : ‘

22Viet. ¢.35.  (2.) The provisions of “The Municipal Corporation Aect, 1859,”
following ; that is to say, section five and section six,
and section seven except so much thereof as relates to the

16



[85 & 86 Vicr.] Parliamentary and Municipal Elections. [CH. 33.]

form of nomination papers, and section eight except so
much thereof as relates to assessors, shall extend and apply
to every municipal borough in Ireland, and shall be sub-
stituted for any provisions in force in relation to the nomi-
nation at municipal elections: Provided always, that the
term ¢ councillor” in these sections shall for the purposes
of this section include alderman, commissioner, municipal
commissioner, town commissioner, township commissioner,
or assessor of any municipal borough.

Parr III.
PERSONATION.

24. The following enactments shall be made with respect to
personation at parliamentary and municipal elections :

A person shall for all purposes of the laws relating to parlia-
mentary and municipal elections be deemed to be guilty of the
offence of personation who at an election for a county or borough,
or at a municipal election, applies for a ballot paper in the name of
some other person, whether that name be that of a person living or
dead or of a fictitious person, or who having voted once at any
such election applies at the same election for a ballot paper in his
own name.

The offence of personation, or of aiding, abetting, counselling, or
procuring the commission of the offence of personation by any
person, shall be a felony, and any person convicted thereof shall be
punished by imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years
together with hard labour. It shall be the duty of the returning
officer to institute a prosecution against any person whom he may
believe to have been guilty of personation, or of aiding, abetting,
counselling, or procuring the commission of the offence of persona-
tion by any person, at the election for which he is returning officer,
and the costs and expenses of the prosecutor and the witnesses in
such case, together with compensation for their trouble and loss of
time, shall be allowed by the court in the same manner in which
courts are empowered to allow the same in cases of felony.

The provisions of the Registration Acts, specified in the Third
Schedule to this Act, shall in England and Ireland respectively
apply to personation under this Act in the same manner as they

apply to a person who knowingly personates and falsely assumes

to vote in the name of another person as mentioned in the said
Acts.
[Public~33.] B 17
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AD.1872.  The offence of personation shall be deemed to be a corrupt
’—‘ practice within the meaning of the Parliamentary Elections Act,
1868. '

If, on the trial of any election petition questioning the election
or return for any county or borough, any candidate is found by the
report of the judge by himself or his agents to have been guilty of
personation, or by himself or his agents to have aided, abetted,
counselled, or procured the commission at such election of the
offence of personation by any person, such candidate shall be
‘incapable of being elected or sitting in Parliament for such county
or borough during the Parliament then in existence.

Vote to be 25. Where a candidate, on the trial of an election petition

’if".mk off for claiming the seat for any person, is proved to have been guilty, by

ribery, . ) . i

treating, or himself or by any person on his behalf, of bribery, treating, or

;?ﬁd\;le:ce. undue influence in respect of any person who voted at such election,
or where any person retained or employed for reward by or on
behalf of such candidate for all or any of the purposes of such
election, as agent, clerk, messenger, or in any other employment,
is proved on such trial to have voted at such election, there shall,
on a scrutiny, be struck off from the number of votes appearing to
have been given to such candidate one vote for every person who
voted at such election and is proved to have been so bribed, treated,
or unduly influenced, or so retained or employed for reward as
aforesaid.

Alterations 26. This part of this Act shall apply to Scotland, subject to the

ap ﬁ;fnzsto following provision :— '

Scotland. The offence of personation shall be deemed to be a crime and
offence, and the rules of the law of Scotland with respect
to apprehension, detention, precognition, commitment, and
bail shall apply thereto, and any person accused thereof may
be brought to trial in the court of justiciary, whether in
Edinburgh or on circuit, at the instance of the Lord Advocate,
or before the sheriff court, at the instance of the procurator

fiscal.

Construction 27, This part of this Act, so far as regards parliamentary elections,
zfclzf"rt °f " shall be construed as one with “The Parliamentary Elections Act,
1868,” and shall apply to an election for a umiversity or com-

bination of universities.
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Parr IV. A.D. 1872,

MISCELLANEOUS.

28. The schedules to this Act, and the notes thereto, and direc- Effect of
tions therein, shall be construed and have effect as part of this schedules.
Act.

29. In this Act— Definitions,
The expression ““municipal borough ” means any place for the «Municipal
time being subject to the Municipal Corporation Acts, or any borough:”
of them :
The expression ¢ Municipal Corporation Acts” means— -« Municipal
(@.) As regards England, the Act of the session of the fifth and Corporation
sixth years of the reign of King William the Fourth, Acts:
chapter seventy-six, intituled ““An Act to provide for the
¢ regulation of municipal corporations in England and
“ Wales,” and the Acts amending the same :
(6.) As regards Scotland, the Act of the session of the third and
fourth years of the reign of King William the Fourth,
chapter seventy-six, intituled ¢ An Act to alter and amend
¢ the laws for the election of Magistrates and Councillors
“ of the Royal Burghs in Scotland,” and the Act of the
same session, chapter seventy-seven, intituled “ An Aect to
¢ provide for the appointment and election of Magistrates
¢ and Councillors for the several Burghs and Towns of Scot-
¢ Jand which now return or contribute to return Members
“ to Parliament, and are not Royal Burghs,” and the Act
of the session of the thirteenth and fourteenth years of the
reign of Her present Majesty, chapter thirty-three, intituled
“ An Act to make more effectual provision for regulating
“ the Police of Towns and populous Places in Scotland,
“and for paving, draining, cleansing, lighting, and
“ jmproving the same;” and “The General Police and
¢ Improvement (Scotland) Act, 1862, and any Acts
amending the same : .
(¢.) As regards Ireland, the Act of the session of the third and
fourth years of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter
one hundred and eight, intituled “ An Act for the Regu-
“ lation of Municipal Corporations in Ireland,” the Act of
the ninth year of George the Fourth, chapter eighty-two,
The Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act, 1854, and every
local and personal Act providing for the election of
commissioners in any towns or places for purposes similar
to the purposes of the said Acts.
B 2 19
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A.D.1872.  The expression “ municipal election ”’ means—
% Municipal ~ (@.) As regards England, an election of any person to serve the
election.” office of councillor, auditor, or assessor of any municipal

borough, or of councillor for a ward of a municipal
borough ; and

(6.) As regards Scotland, an election of any person to serve
the office of councillor or commissioner of any muni-
cipal borough, or of a ward or district of any municipal
borough :

(c.) As regards Ireland, an election of any person to serve the
office of alderman, councillor, commissioner, municipal
commissioner, town commissioner, township commissioner,
or assessor of any municipal borough.

Application 30, This Act shall apply to any parliamentary or municipal

of Act. election which may be held after the passing thereof.
Saving. 31. Nothing in this Act, except Part III. thereof, shall apply
to any election for a university or combination of universities.
Repeal.
ﬁepeal of 32. The Acts specified in the fourth, fifth, and sixth schedules
Scﬁziﬁﬁe& to this Act, to the extent specified in the third column of those
schedules, and all other enactments inconsistent with this Act, are

hereby repealed.
Provided that this repeal shall not affect—

(a.) Anything duly done or suffered under any enactment
hereby repealed ; or

(5.) Any right or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred under
any enactment hereby repealed ; or

(e.) Any penalty, forfeiture, or punishment incurred in respect
of any offence committed against any enactment hereby
repealed ; or

(d.) Any investigation, legal proceeding, or remedy in respect
of any such right, liability, penalty, forfeiture, or punish-
ment as aforesaid; and any such investigation, legal
proceeding, and remedy may be carried on as if this
Act had not passed.

Short title. 33. This Act may be cited as The Ballot Act, 1872, and shall
continue in force till the thirty-first day of December one thousand
eight hundred and eighty, and no longer, unless Parliament shall
otherwise determine; and on the said day the Acts in the fourth,
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fifth, and sixth schedules shall be thereupon revived ; provided that A.D. 1872
such revival shall not affect any act done, any rights acquired, T
any liability or penalty incurred, or any proceeding pending under

this Act, but such proceeding shall be carried on as if this Act

had continued in force.
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SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE.

Parr 1.
RuLes ForR PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS.

Flection. .

1. The returning officer shall, in the case of a county election,
within two days after the day on which he receives the writ, and in
the case of a borough election, on the day on which he receives the
writ or the following day, give public notice, between the hours
of nine in the morning and four in the afternoon, of the day on
which and the place at which he will proceed to an election, and of
the time appointed for the election, and of the day on which the poll
will be taken in case the election is contested, and of the time and
place at which forms of nomination papers may be obtained, and in
the case of a county election shall send one of such notices by post,
under cover, to the postmaster of the principal post office of each
polling place in the county, endorsed with the words “ Notice of
election,” and the same shall be forwarded free of charge ; and the
postmaster receiving the same shali forthwith publish the same in
the manner in which post office notices are usually published.

2. The day of election shall be fixed by the returning officer as
follows ; that is to say, in the case of an election for a county or a
district borough not later than the ninth day after the day on which
he receives the writ, with an interval of not less than three clear days
between the day on which he gives the notice and the day of election ;
and in the case of an election for any borough other than a dis-
trict borough not later than the fourth day after the day on which
he receives the writ, with an interval of not less than two clear
days between the day on which he gives the notice and the day of
election.

3. The place of election shall be a convenient room situate in the
town in which such election would have been held if this Act had
not passed, or where the election would not have been held in a
town, then situate in such town in the county as the rveturning
officer may from time to time determine as being in his opinion
most convenient for the electors.

4. The time appointed for the election shall be such two hours

between the hours of ten in the forenoon and three in the afternoon
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as may be appointed by the returning officer, and the returning
officer shall attend during those two hours and for one hour after.

5. Each candidate shall be nominated by a separate nomination
paper, but the same electors or any of them may subscribe as many
nomination papers as there are vacancies to be filled, but no more.

6. Each candidate shall be described in the nomination paper in
such manner as in the opinion of the returning officer is calculated
to sufficiently identify such candidate ; the description shall include
his names, his abode, and his rank, profession, or calling, and his
surname shall come first in the list of his names. No objection to
a nomination paper on the ground of the description of the candi-
date therein being insufficient, or not being in compliance with this
rule, shall be allowed or deemed valid, unless such objection is made
by the returning officer, or by some other person, at or immediately
after the time of the delivery of the nomination paper.

7. The returning officer shall supply a form of nomination paper
~ to any registered elector requiring the same during such two hours
as the returning officer may fix, between the hours of ten in the
morning and two in the afternoon on each day intervening between
the day on which notice of the election was given and the day of
election, and during the time appointed for the election; but
nothing in this Act shall render obligatory the use of a nomination
paper supplied by the returning officer, so, however, that the paper
be in the form prescribed by this Act.

8. The nomination papers shall be delivered to the returning
officer at the place of election during the time appointed for the
election; and the candidate nominated by each nomination paper,
and his proposer and seconder, and one other person selected by the
candidate, and no person other than aforesaid, shall, except for the
purpose of assisting the returning officer, be entitled to attend
the proceedings during the time appointed for the election.

9. If the election is contested the returning officer shall, as soon
as practicable after adjourning the election, give public notice of the
day on which the poll will be taken, and of the candidates described
as in their respective nomination papers, and of the names of the
persons who subscribe the nomination paper of each candidate, and
of the order in which the names of the candidates will be printed
in the ballot paper, and, in the case of an election for a county,
deliver to the postmaster of the principal post office of the town in
which is situate the place of election a paper, signed by himself,
containing the names of the candidates nominated, and stating the
day on which the poll is to be taken, and the postmaster shall
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forward the information contained in such paper by telegraph, free
of charge, to the several postal telegraph offices situate in the county
for which the election is to be held, and such information shall be
published forthwith at each such office in the manner in which
post office notices are usually published.

10. If any candidate nominated during the time appointed for
the election is withdrawn in pursuance of this Act, the returning
officer shall give public notice of the name of such candidate, and
the names of the persons who subscribed the nomination paper of
such candidate, as well as of the candidates who stood nominated or
were elected.

11. The returning officer shall, on the nomination paper being
delivered to him, forthwith publish notice of the name of the person
nominated as a candidate, and of the names of his proposer and
seconder, by placarding or causing to be placarded the names of the
candidate and his proposer and seconder in a conspicuous position
outside the building in which the room is situate appointed for the
election.

12. A person shall not be entitled to have his name inserted in any
ballot paper as a candidate unless he has been nominated in manner
provided by this Act, and every person whose nomination paper has
been delivered to the returning officer during the time appointed
for the election shall be deemed to have been nominated in manner
provided by this Act, unless objection be made to his nomination
paper by the returning officer or some other person before the
expiration of the time appointed for the election or within one hour
afterwards.

13. The returning officer shall decide on the validity of every
objection made to a nomination paper, and his decision, if dis-
allowing the objection, shall be final; but if allowing the same,
shall be subject to reversal on petition questioning the election
or return.

The Poll.

14. The poll shall take place on such day as the returning officer
may appoint, not being in the case of an election for a county
or a district borough less than two nor more than six eclear
days, and not being in the case of an election for a borough
other than a district borough more than three clear days after the
day fixed for the election.

15. At every polling place the returning officer shall provide a
sufficient number of polling stations for the accommodation of the
24
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electors entitled to vote at such polling place, and shall distribute
the polling stations amongst those electors in such manner as he
thinks most convenient, provided that in a district borough there
shall be at least one polling station at each contributory place of
such borough.

16. Each polling station shall be furnished with such number of
compartments, in which the voters can mark their votes screened
from observation, as the returning officer thinks necessary, so that
at least one compartment be provided for every one hundred and
fifty electors entitled to vote at such polling station.

17. A separate room or separate booth may contain a separate
polling station, or several polling stations may be constructed in the
same room or booth.

18. No person shall be admitted to vote at any polling station
except the one allotted to him.

19. The returning officer shall give public notice of the situation
of polling stations and the description of voters entitled to vote at
each station, and of the mode in which electors are to vote.

20. The returning officer shall provide each polling station with
materials for voters to mark the ballot papers, with instruments for
stamping thereon the official mark, and with copies of the register
of voters, or such part thereof as contains the names of the voters
allotted to vote at such station, He shall keep the official mark
secret, and an interval of not less than seven years shall intervene
between the use of the same official mark at elections for the same
county or borough.

21. The returning officer shall appoint a presiding officer to
preside at each station, and the officer so appointed shall keep
order at his station, shall regulate the number of electors to be
admitted at a time, and shall exclude all other persons except the
clerks, the agents of the candidates, and the constables on duty.

22. Every ballot paper shall contain a list of the candidates
described as in their respective nomination papers, and arranged
alphabetically in the order of their surnames, and (if there are two
or more candidates with the same surname) of their other names:
it shall be in the form set forth in the Second Schedule to this Act
or as near thereto as circumstances admit, and shall be capable of
being folded up.

23. Every ballot box shall be so constructed that the ballot papers
can be introduced therein, but cannot be withdrawn therefrom,
without the box being unlocked. The presiding officer at any
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polling station, just before the commencement of the poll, shall
show the ballot box empty to such persons, if any, as may be present
in such station, so that they may see that it is empty, and shall
then lock it up, and place his seal upon it in such manner as to
prevent its being opened without breaking such seal, and shall
place it in his view for the receipt of ballot papers, and keep it
so locked and sealed.

24. Immediately before a ballot paper is delivered to an elector,
it shall be marked on both sides with the official mark, either
stamped or perforated, and the number, name, and description of
the elector as stated in the copy of the register shall be called out,
and the number of such elector shall be marked on the counterfoil,
and a mark shall be placed in the register against the number of
the elector, to denote that he has received a ballot paper, but
without showing the particular ballot paper which he has received.

25. The elector, on receiving the ballot paper, shall forthwith
proceed into one of the compartments in the polling station, and
there mark his paper, and fold it up so as to conceal his vote, and
shall then put his ballot paper, so folded up, into the ballot box ;
he shall vote without undue delay, and shall quit the polling sta-
tion as soon as he has put his ballot paper into the ballot hox.

26. The presiding officer, on the application of any voter who
is incapacitated by blindness or other physical cause from voting
in manner prescribed by this Act, or (if the poll be taken on
Saturday) of any voter who declares that he is of the Jewish
persuasion, and objects on religious grounds to vote in manner
prescribed by this Act, or of any voter who makes such a declara-
tion as herein-after mentioned that he is unable to read, shall,
in the presence of the agents of the candidates, cause the vote of
such voter to be marked on a ballot paper in manner directed by
such voter, and the ballot paper to be placed in the ballot box,
and the name and number on the register of voters of every voter
whose vote is marked in pursuance of this rule, and the reason
why it is so marked, shall be entered on a list, in this Act called
¢ the list of votes marked by the presiding officer.”

The said declaration, in this Act referred to as ¢ the declaration
of inability to read,” shall be made by the voter at the time of
polling, before the presiding officer, who shall attest it in the form
herein-after mentioned, and no fee, stamp, or other payment shall
be charged in respect of such declaration, and the said declaration
shall be given to the presiding officer at the time of voting.

26



[85 & 36 Vior.] Parliamentary and Municipal Elections. [Cu. 33.]

27. If a person, representing himself to be a particular elector
named on the register, applies for a ballot paper after another person
has voted as such elector, the applicant shall, upon duly answering
the questions and taking the oath permitted by law to be asked of
and to be administered to voters at the time of polling, be entitled
to mark a ballot paper in the same manner as any other voter, but
the ballot paper (in this Act called a tendered ballot paper) shall
be of a colour differing from the other ballot papers, and, instead
of being put into the ballot box, shall be given to the presiding
officer and endorsed by him with the name of the voter and his
number in the register of voters, and set aside in a separate packet,
and shall not be counted by the returning officer. And the name
of the voter and his number on the register shall be entered on a
list, in this Act called the tendered votes list.

28. A. voter who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot paper in
such manner that it cannot be convenientlyused as a ballot paper, may,
on delivering to the presiding officer the ballot paper so inadvertently
dealt with, and proving the fact of the inadvertence to the satisfac-
tion of the presiding officer, obtain another ballot paper in the place
of the ballot paper so delivered up (in this Act called a spoilt ballot
paper), and the spoilt ballot paper shall be immediately cancelled.

29. The presiding officer of each station, as soon as practicable
after the close of the poll, shall, in the presence of the agents of the
candidates, make up into separate packets sealed with his own seal
and the seals of such agents of the candidates as desire to affix their
seals,—

(1.) Bach ballot box in use at his station, unopened but with the

key attached ; and

(2.) The unused and spoilt ballot papers, placed together; and

(8.) The tendered ballot papers; and

(4.) The marked copies of the register of voters, and the counter-

foils of the ballot papers; and

(5.) The tendered votes list, and the list of votes marked by the

presiding officer, and a statement of the number of the
voters whose votes are so marked by the presiding officer
under the heads “physical incapacity,” ““ Jews,” and “unable
to read,” and the declarations of inability to read ;

and shall deliver such packets to the returning officer.

30. The packets shall be accompanied by a statement made by
such presiding officer, showing the number of ballot papers entrusted
to him, and accounting for them under the heads of ballot papers in
the ballot box, unused, spoilt, and tendered ballot papers, which

statement is in this Act referred to as the ballot paper account.
27
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Counting Votes.

31. The candidates may respectively appoint agents to attend the
counting of the votes.

32. The returning officer shall make arrangements for counting
the votes in the presence of the agents of the candidates as soon as
practicable after the close of the poll, and shall give to the agents
of the candidates appointed to attend at the counting of the votes
notice in writing of the time and place at which he will begin to
count the same.

33. The returning officer, his assistants and clerks, and the agents
of the candidates, and no other person, except with the sanction of
the returning officer, may be present at the counting of the votes.

34. Before the returning officer proceeds to count the votes, he shall,
in the presence of the agents of the candidates, open each ballot box,
and, taking out the papers therein, shall count and record the
number thereof, and then mix together the whole of the ballot
papers contained in the ballot boxes. The returning officer, while
counting and recording the number of ballot papers and counting
the votes, shall keep the ballot papers with their faces upwards,
and take all proper precautions for preventing any person from
seeing the numbers printed on the backs of such papers.

35. The returning officer shall, so far as practicable, proceed con-
tinuously with counting the votes, allowing only time for refresh-
ment, and excluding (except so far as he and the agents otherwise
agree) the hours between seven o’clock at night and nine o’clock
on the succeeding morning. During the excluded time the returning
officer shall place the ballot papers and other documents relating to
the election under his own seal and the seals of such of the agents
of the candidates as desire to affix their seals, and shall otherwise
take proper precautions for the security of such papers and
documents.

36. The returning officer shall endorse ‘rejected’’ on any ballot
paper which he may reject as invalid, and shall add to the endorse-
ment “rejection objected to,” if an objection be in fact made by
any agent to his decision. The returning officer shall report to
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery the number of ballot papers
rejected and not counted by him under the several heads of—

1. Want of official mark ;
2. Voting for more candidates than entitled to ;
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3. Writing or mark by which voter could be identified ;

4. Unmarked or void for uncertainty ;
and shall on request allow any agents of the candidates, before such
report is sent, to copy it.

87. Upon the completion of the counting, the returning officer
shall seal up in separate packets the counted and rejected ballot
papers. He shall not open the sealed packet of tendered ballot
papers or marked copy of the register of voters and counterfoils, but
shall proceed, in the presence of the agents of the candidates, to
verify the ballot paper account given by each presiding officer by
comparing it with the number of ballot papers recorded by him as
aforesaid, and the unused and spoilt ballot papers in his possession
and the tendered votes list, and shall reseal each sealed packet
after examination. The returning officer shall report to the Clerk
of the Crown in Chancery the result of such verification, and shall,
on request, allow any agents of the candidates, before such report
is sent, to copy it.

38. Lastly, the returning officer shall forward to the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery (in manner in which the poll books are by any
existing enactment required to be forwarded to such clerk, or as
near thereto as circumstances admit) all the packets of ballot papers
in his possession, together with the said reports, the ballot paper
accounts, tendered votes lists, lists of votes marked by the presiding
officer, statements relating thereto, declarations of inability to read,
and packets of counterfoils, and marked copies of registers, sent
by each presiding officer, endorsing on each packet a description
of its contents and the date of the election to which they relate, and
the name of the county or borough for which such election was
held ; and the term poll book in any such enactment shall be con-
strued to include any document forwarded in pursuance of this rule.

89. The Clerk of the Crown shall retain for a year all documents
relating to an election forwarded to him in pursuance of this Act
by a returning officer, and then, unless otherwise directed by an
order of the House of Commons, or of one of Her Majesty’s Superior
Courts, shall cause them to be destroyed.

40. No person shall be allowed to inspect any rejected ballot papers
in the custody of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, except under
the order of the House of Commons or under the order of one of Her
Majesty’s Superior Courts, to be granted by such court on being
satisfied by evidence on oath that the inspection or production of
such ballot papers is required for the purpose of instituting or
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maintaining a prosecution for an offence in relation to ballot papers,
or for the purpose of a petition questioning an election or return ;
and any such order for the inspection or production of ballot
papers may be made subject to such conditions as to persons, time,
place, and mode of inspection or production as the House or court
making the same may think expedient, and shall be obeyed by the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery. Any power given to a court by
this rule may be exercised by any judge of such court at
chambers.

41. No person shall, except by order of the House of Commons
or any tribunal having cognizance of petitions complaining of undue
returns or undue elections, open the sealed packet of counterfoils
after the same has been once sealed up, or be allowed to inspect any
counted ballot papers in the custody of the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery; such order may be made subject to such conditions as to
persons, time, place, and mode of opening or inspection as the
House or tribunal making the order may think expedient ; provided
that on making and carrying into effect any such order, care shall
be taken that the mode in which any particular elector has voted
shall not be discovered until he has been proved to have voted, and
his vote has been declared by a competent court to be invalid.

42. All documents forwarded by a returning officer in pursuance
of this Act to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, other than ballot
papers and counterfoils, shall be open to public inspection at such
time and under such regulations as may be prescribed by the Clerk
of the Crown in Chancery, with the consent of the Speaker of the
House of Commons, and the Clerk of the Crown shall supply copies
of or extracts from the said documents to any person demanding the
same, on payment of such fees and subject to such regulations as
may be sanctioned by the Treasury.

43. Where an order is made for the production by the Clerk of
the Crown in Chancery of any document in his possession relating
to any specified election, the production by such clerk or his agent
of the document ordered, in such manner as may be directed by
such order, or by a rule of the court having power to make such
order, shall be conclusive evidence that such document relates to the
specified election; and any endorsement appearing on any packet
of ballot papers produced by such Clerk of the Crown or his agent
shall be evidence of such papers being what they are stated to be
by the endorsement. The production from proper custody of a
ballot paper purporting to have been used at any election, and of
a counterfoil marked with the same printed number and having

30



[85 & 36 Vior.] Parliamentary and Municipal Hlections. [CH. 33.]

a number marked thereon in writing, shall be primé facie evidence
that the person who voted by such ballot paper was the person
who at the time of such election had affixed to his name in the
register of voters at such election the same number as the number
written on such counterfoil.

General Provisions.

44. The return of a member or members elected to serve in
Parliament for any county or borough shall be made by a certificate
of the names of such member or members under the hand of the
returning officer endorsed on the writ of election for such county
or borough, and such certificate shall have effect and be dealt with
in like manner as the return under the existing law, and the re-
turning officer may, if he think fit, deliver the writ with such
certificate endorsed to the postmaster of the principal post office of
the place of election, or his deputy, and in that case he shall take a
receipt from the postmaster or his deputy for the same; and such
postmaster or his deputy shall then forward the same by the first
post, free of charge, under cover, to the Clerk of the Crown, with the
words ¢ Election Writ and Return” endorsed thereon.

45. The returning officer shall, as soon as possible, give public
notice of the names of the candidates elected, and, in the case of a
contested election, of the total number of votes given for each
candidate, whether elected or not.

46. Where the returning officer is required or authorised by this
Act to give any public notice, he shall carry such requirement into
effect by advertisements, placards, handbills, or such other means
as he thinks best calculated to afford information to the electors.

47. The returning officer may, if he think fit, preside at any
polling station, and the provisions of this Act relating to a presiding
officer shall apply to such returning officer with the necessary
modifications as to things to be done by the returning officer to the
presiding officer, or the presiding officer to the returning officer.

48. In the case of a contested election for any county or borough,
the returning officer may, in addition to any clerks, appoint com-
petent persons to assist him in counting the votes.

49. No person shall be appointed by a returning officer for the
purposes of an election who has been employed by any other
person in or about the election.
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50. The presiding officer may do, by the clerks appointed to assist
him, any act which he is required or authorised to do by this Act
at a polling station except ordering the arrest, exclusion, or ejection
from the polling station of any person.

51. A candidate may himself undertake the duties which any
agent of his if appointed might have undertaken, or may assist his
agent in the performance of such duties, and may be present at any
place at which his agent may, in pursuance of this Act, attend.

52. The name and address of every agent of a candidate appointed
to attend the counting of the votes shall be transmitted to the
returning officer one clear day at the least before the opening of the
poll; and the returning officer may refuse to admit to the place where
the votes are counted any agent whose name and address has not
been so transmitted, notwithstanding that his appointment may be
otherwise valid, and any notice required to be given to an agent by
the returning officer may be delivered at or sent by post to such
address.

53. If any person appointed an agent by a candidate for the
purposes of attending at the polling station or at the counting of
the votes dies, or becomes incapable of acting during the time of the
election, the candidate may appoint another agent in his place, and
shall forthwith give to the returning officer notice in writing of
the name and address of the agent so appointed.

54. Every returning officer, and every officer, clerk, or agent
authorised to attend at a polling station, or at the counting of the
votes, shall, before the opening of the poll, make a statutory
declaration of secrecy, in the presence, if he is the returning officer,
of a justice of the peace, and if he is any other officer or an
agent, of a justice of the peace or of the returning officer; but
no such returning officer, officer, clerk, or agent as aforesaid shall,
save as aforesaid, be required, as such, to make any declaration
or take any oath on the occasion of any election.

55. Where in this Act any expressions are used requiring or
authorising or inferring that any act or thing is to be done in the
presence of the agents of the candidates, such expressions shall be
deemed to refer to the presence of such agents of the candidates as
may be authorised to attend, and as have in fact attended, at the
time and place where such act or thing is being done, and the non-
attendance of any agents or agent at such time and place shall not,
if such act or thing be otherwise duly done, in anywise invalidate
the act or thing done.
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56. In reckoning time for the purposes of this Act, Sunday,
Christmas day, Good Friday, and any day set apart for a public fast
or public thanksgiving, shall be excluded; and where anything is
required by this Act to be done on any day which falls on the
above-mentioned days such thing may be done on the next day,
unless it is one of the days excluded as above mentioned.

57. In this Act—

The expression ¢ district borough ’ means the borough of
Monmouth and any of the boroughs specified in Schedule E.
to the Act of the session of the second and third years of
the reign of King William the Fourth, chapter forty-five,
intituled ““ An Act to amend the Representation of the
¢ People in England and Wales”’ ; and

The expression ¢ polling place” means, in the case of a
horough, such borough or any part thereof in which a
separate booth is required or authorised by law to be provided ;
and

The expression “agents of the candidates,”” used in relation to
a polling station, means agents appointed in pursuance of
section eighty-five of the Act of the session of the sixth and
seventh years of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter
eighteen.

Modifications in Application of Part One of Schedule to Scotland.

58. In Scotland, the place of election shall be a convenient room
situate in the town in which the writ for the election would, if this
Act had not passed, have been proclaimed.

59. In Scotland, the candidates may respectively appoint agents
to attend at the polling stations. The ballot papers and other docu-
ments other than the return required to be sent to and kept by the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, shall, in Scotland, be kept by the
sheriff clerks of the respective counties in which the returns (includ-
ing those for burghs) are made, and the provisions of this schedule
relating thereto shall be construed as if the sheriff clerk were sub-
stituted for Clerk of the Crown in Chancery.

60. In Scotland, the term ¢ district borough ” shall mean the
combined burghs and towns specified in Schedule E. of the Act of
the session of the second and third years of the reign of King
William the Fourth, chapter sixty-five, intituled “An Act to
“ amend the Representation of the People in Scotland;” and in

Schedule A. of the Representation of the People (Scotland) Act, 81&
C.

1868.
[ Public—88.] ¢ 33
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61. The provisions of the Act of the session of the second and
third years of the reign of King William the Fourth, chapter
sixty-five, intituled “ An Act to amend the Representation of the
“ People in Scotland,” in so far as they relate to the fixing and
announcement of the day of election, the interval to elapse between
the receipt of the writ and the day of election, the period of adjourn-
ment for taking the poll in the case of Orkney and Shetland, and of
the district of burghs comprising Kirkwall, Wick, Dornoch, Ding-
wall, Tain, and Cromarty, and to the keeping open of the poll for
two consecutive days in the case of Orkney and Shetland, shall
remain in full force and effect, anything in this Act or any other
Act of Parliament now in force notwithstanding; but nothing
herein contained shall be construed to exclude Orkney and Shetland
or Orkney or Shetland, or the said district of burghs, or any of the
burghs in the said district, from any of the benefits and obligations
of the other portions of this Act.

Modifications in Application of Part One of Schedule to
Irelond.

62. The expression Clerk of the Crown in Chancery ” in this
schedule shall mean, as regards Ireland, ‘“the Clerk of the Crown
and Hanaper in Ireland.”

63. A presiding officer at a polling station in a county in Ireland
need not be a freeholder of the county.

Parr I1.

RuLes For MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS.

64. In the application of the provisions of this schedule to muni-

cipal elections the following modifications shall be made :—

(@.) The expression ““register of voters’ means the burgess roll
of the burgesses of the borough, or, in the case of an
election for the ward of a borough, the ward list; and the
mayor shall provide true copies of such register for each
polling station :

(8.) All ballot papers and other documents which, in the case of
a parliamentary election, are forwarded to the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery shall be delivered to the town clerk of
the municipal borough in which the election is held, and
shall be kept by him among the records of the borough ;

and the provisions of part one of this schedule with
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respect to the inspection, production, and destruction of
such ballot papers and documents, and to the copies of
such documents, shall apply respectively to the ballot
papers and documents so in the custody of the town clerk,
with these modifications ; namely,

(@.) An order of the county court having jurisdiction
in the borough, or any part thereof, or of any tribunal
in which a municipal election is questioned, shall be sub-
stituted for an order of the House of Commons, or of one
of Her Majesty’s Superior Courts; but an appeal from such
county court may be had in like manner as in other cases
in such county court ;

(0.) The regulations for the inspection of documents
and the fees for the supply of copies of documents of
which copies are directed to be supplied, shall be pre-
seribed by the council of the horough with the consent of
one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State; and,
subject as aforesaid, the town clerk, in respect of the
custody and destruction of the ballot papers and other
documents coming into his possession in pursuance of this
Act, shall be subject to the directions of the council of the
borough :

(c.) Nothing in this schedule with respect to the day of
the poll shall apply to a municipal election.

Modifications in Application of Part I1. of Schedule to
Scotland.

65. In part two of this schedule as applying to Scotland—

The expression “ register of voters’ means the register, list, or
roll of persons entitled to vote in a municipal election made
up according to the law for the time being in force.

The expression “ county court ” means the sheriff’ court.

The expression “town clerk” includes the clerk appointed by
the Commissioners of Police under the Act of the session of
the thirteenth and fourteenth years of the reign of Her present
Majesty, chapter thirty-three, intituled ¢ An Act to make more
« effectual provision for regulating the police of towns and
¢« populous places in Scotland, and for paving, draining,
¢ cleansing, lighting, and improving the same,” and of the
General Police and Improvement (Scotland) Act, 1862.
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Modifications in Application of Part I1. of Schedule to
Ireland.

66. In part two of this schedule as applying to Ireland-—

The expression * register of voters,” in addition to the mean-
ing specified in such part, means, in relation to any municipal
borough subject to the provisions of a Local Act requiring an
annual revision of the lists of voters at municipal elections,
the register of voters made in conformity with the said provi-
sions of such Local Act, and in relation to municipal boroughs
to which Part II. of the Local Government (Ircland) Act,
1871, applies, the list to be made under the provisions of sec-
tion twenty-seven of the said Act, and in relation to other
municipal boroughs a list which the town clerk of every
municipal borough is hereby authorised and directed to make,
in like manner in every respect as if the provisions of the said
section were applicable to and in force within such municipal
borough.

The expression ‘ county court ” means the Civil Bill Court.

The expression “town clerk’ includes clerk to the commis-
sioners, municipal commissioners, town commissioners, or town-
ship commissioners of any municipal borough, and any person
executing the duties of such town clerk.

The expression ¢ council of the borough” includes commis-
sioners, municipal commissioners, and town commissioners of
the town, and township commissioners of the township.

The expression ‘“one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of
State” means the Chief Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland.
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SECOND SCHEDULE. A.D. 1872.

Note.—The forms contained in this schedule, or forms as mnearly
resembling the same as circumstances will admit, shall be used in
all cases to which they refer and are applicable, and when so used
shall be sufficient in law.

Writ for a County or Borough at a Parliamentary Election. *fT]l/w name
of the

* Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Sovereign
Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, to the T may be
altered when
of the county [07‘ borough] of s necessary.
greeting : I Insgrt”
1 Whereas by the advice of our Council we have ordered a Parlia- o,fﬁizlg
ment to be holden at Westminster on the day of r}itm'ning
oJjiecer.

next. We command you that, notice of the time and place of £ This pr
election being first duly given, you do cause election to be made g,z tf 2‘;
according to law of members [0 a member] to serve in omitted cx-
Parliament for the said county [or the division of the said f,;? ; ’g”e,f;‘,f,jl
county, or the borough, or as the case may be] of § election.
and that you do cause the names of such members [or member] gﬁ‘ggg‘:g}c“
when so elected, whether they [or he] be present or absent, to be ¥ion, inser

certified to us, in our Chancery, without delay. I’ff;’:eigfgl%

Witness ourself at Westminster, the day of de]ceased, or
: . : , otherwise,
in the year of our reign, and in the year of our ... g the
Lord 18 cause of va-

cancy.
Label or direction of Writ.
To the t of

A writ of a new election of members [or member] for the said
county [or division of a county or borough, or as the case may be].

Endorsement.
Received the within writ on the day of 18
(Signed) A.B.,
High Sheriff [or Sheriff, or Mayor, or as the case may be].

Certificate endorsed on the Writ.

I hereby certify, that the members [ 0r member] elected for
in pursuance of the within-written writ, arc [or is| 4.1. of
C 3 3
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A.D. 1872 in the county of and C.D. of in

T the county of
(Signed) A.B.,

High Sheriff [or Sheriff, or Mayor, or as the case may be].
Note—A separate writ will be issued for each county as defined
for the purposes of a parliamentary election.

Form of Notice of Parliamentary Election.

The returning officer of the of
will, on the day of now next ensuing,
between the hours of and » proceed to the nomina-

tion, and, if there is no opposition, to the election, of a member [or
members] for the said county [or division of a county or borough]
*Note, In- at the *

sert descrip- . . . %
tion of place Forms of nomination paper may be obtained at s
and room.  between the hours of and on

Every nomination paper must be signed by two registered electors
as proposer and seconder, and by eight other registered electors as
assenting to the nomination.

Every nomination paper must be delivered to the returning officer
by the candidate proposed, or by his proposer and seconder, between
the said hours of and on the said
day of at the said *,

Each candidate nominated, and his proposer and seconder, and
one other person selected by the candidate, and no other persons,
are entitled to be admitted to the room.

In the event of the election being contested, the poll will take
place on the day of .
(Signed) A.B.,

Sheriff [or Mayor, or as the case may be].
day of 18

Take notice, that all persons who are guilty of bribery, treating,
undue influence, personation, or other corrupt practices at the said
election will, on conviction of such offence, be liable to the penalties
mentioned in that behalf in ¢ The Corrupt Practices Prevention Act,
1854, and the Ballot Act, 1872, and the Acts amending the said Acts.

Form of Nomination Paper in Parliamentary Election.

‘We, the undersigned 4.B. of in the
of and C.D. of in the of ,
being electors for the of , do
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hereby nominate the following person as a proper person to serve A.D.1872.

as member for the said in Parliament: .
Rank,
Surname, Other Names. Abode. Profession, or
Occupation.
BROWN | JorN - - | 52, George St., | Merchant.
Bristol.
or

JONES | Wirniam Davip - | High Elms, Wilts | Esquire.

or
MERTON | Hon. GEORGE TRA- | Swanworth, Berks | Viscount.
vis, commonly
called Viscount.

or
SMITH Henry SypnNeEy - | 72, High St., Bath | Attorney.

(Signed) A.B.
C.D.

‘We, the undersigned, being registered electors of the ,
do hereby assent to the nomination of the above-mentioned Jokn
Brown as a proper person to serve as member for the said
in Parliament.

(Signed) E.F. of
G.H. of
I.J. of
K.L. of
M.N. of
O.P. of
Q.R. of
S.T. of

Note.—Where a candidate is an Irish peer, or is commonly known
by some title, he may be described by his title as if it were his
surname.

Form of Nomination Paper in Municipal Election.

Note.—The form of nomination paper in a municipal election
shall as nearly as circumstances admit be the same as in the case of

a parliamentary election.
C 4 39
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A.D. 1872. Form of Ballot Paper.

Form of Front of Ballot Paper.

Counterfoil S¢S

No. =5 BROWN

% 1 (John quwn, of 52, George St.,
Noms: =2 Bristol, merchant.)

b oione. S22
spom’f wzzh Iika;‘ %
n the
(t)heBallot‘;gap?:r. (& JONES
= 2 (William David Jones, of High
Elms, Wilts, Esq.)

MERTON

3 (Hon. George Travis, commonly
called Viscount Merton, of
Swanworth, Berks.)

SMITH

4 (Henry Sydney Smith, of 72, High
Street, Bath, attorney.)

=

Form of Back of Ballot Paper.
No.

Election for county [or borough, or ward].
18 :

Note.—The number on the ballot paper is to correspond with
that in the counterfoil.

Directions as to printing Ballot Paper.

Nothing is to be printed on the ballot paper except in accordance
with this schedule.

The surname of each candidate, and if there are two or more
candidates of the same surname, also the other names of such can-
didates, shall be printed in large characters, as shown in the form,
and the names, addresses, and descriptions, and the number on the
back of the paper, shall be printed in small characters.
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Form of Directions jfor the Guidance of the Voter in voting, which
shall be printed in conspicuous Characters, and placorded
outside every Polling Station and in every Compartment of
every Polling Station.

The voter may vote for candidate .

The voter will go into one of the compartments, and, with the
pencil provided in the compartment, place a cross on the right-
hand side, opposite the name of each candidate for whom he
votes, thus X

The voter will then fold up the ballot paper so as to show the
official mark on the back, and leaving the compartment will,
without showing the front of the paper to any person, show the
official mark on the back to the presiding officer, and then, in the
presence of the presiding officer, put the paper into the ballot box,
and forthwith quit the polling station.

If the voter inadvertently spoils a ballot paper, he can return it
to the officer, who will, if satisfied of such inadvertence, give him
another paper.

If the voter votes for more than candidate , or places any
mark on the paper by which he may be afterwards identified, his
ballot paper will be void, and will not be counted.

If the voter takes a ballot paper out of the polling station, or
deposits in the ballot box any other paper than the one given him
by the officer, he will be guilty of a misdemeanor, and be subject
to imprisonment for any term not exceeding six months, with or
without hard labour.

Note.—These directions shall be illustrated by examples of the
ballot paper.

Form of Statutory Declaration of Secrecy.

I solemnly promise and declare, That I will not at this election
for do anything forbidden by section four of The
Ballot Act, 1872, which has been read to me. _

Note.——The section must be read to the declarant by the person
taking the declaration,
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A.D. 1872. Form of Declaration of inability to read.

I, 4.B., of » being numbered on the
Register of Voters for the county [or borough] of
do hereby declare that I am unable to read.

A.B., his mark.
day of

I, the undersigned, being the pr931d1ng officer for the
polling station for the county [or borough] of , do
hereby certify, that the above declaration, having been first read to
the above-named 4.B., was signed by him in my presence with his

mark.
Signed, C.D.,
Presiding officer for polling station
for the county [or borough] of

day of

THIRD SCHEDULE.

Provisions of Registration Acts referred to in Part III. of the
foregomg Act.

Session and Chapter. Title. Part applied.

|

As to England.

6 & 7 Vict. c. 18. - | An Act to amend the law for | Sections eighty-five to eighty-
the registration of persons nine, both inclusive.
entitled to vote, and to define
certain rights of voting, and
to regulate certain proceed-
ings in the elections of
members to serve in Par-
liament for England and
Wales.

As to Ireland.

13 & 14 Viet. ¢. 69. | An Act to amend the laws | Sections rinety-two to ninety-
which regulate the qualifica- six, both inclusive,

tion and registration of par-
liamentary voters in Ireland,
and to alter the law for
rating immediate lessors of
premises to the poor rate in
certain boroughs.

42



[85 & 86 Vior.] Parliamentary and Municipal Elections. [CH. 33.]

A.D. 1872,

FOURTH SCHEDULE.

Acts relating to England.

Nore.—This schedule, so far as respects Acts prior to the tenth year of the reign of
George the Third, refers to the edition prepared under the direction of the Lord
Chancellor, intituled ¢ The Statutes, Revised Edition.”

A description or citation of a portion of an Act is inclusive of the words, section,
or other part first or last mentioned, or otherwise referred to as forming the
beginning or as forming the end of the portion comprised in the description or

citation.

Portions of Acts which have already been specifically repealed, are in some instances
included in the repeal in this schedule, in order to preclude henceforth the
necessity of looking back to previous Acts.

Session and Chapter.

Title or abbreviated Title.

Extent of Repeal.

7 Hen. 4. - -
8 Hen. 6. - -

23 Hen. 6. -

7 & 8 Will. 3. c. 25.

@) 10 Will. 3. c. 7.

2 Geo. 2. ¢c. 24, -

Statute of the seventh year -

Statutes of the eighth year of
K. Henry VI.

Here begin the statutes made
at Westminster in the twenty-
third year.

An Act for the further regu-
lating elections of members
to serve in Parliament, and
for the preventing irregular
proceedings of sheriffs and
other officers in the electing
and returning such members,

An Act for preventing irregular
proceedings of sheriffs and
other officers in making the
returns of members chosen to
serve in Parliament.

An Act for the more effectual
preventing bribery and cor-
ruption in the elections of
members to serve in Parlia-
ment.

Chapter fifteen.

Chapter seven, from “and such
“as have the greatest number”
to ¢ shall lose their wages”
and from “and that in every
“ writ that shall hereafter go
« forth” to the end of the
chapter.

Chapter fourteen.

Sections three and four, and
section five down to ¢ writing
“ the same,”

So much as is unrepealed.

Sections three and nine.

(M 10 & 11 W. 3. in running headings in ordinary editions,

43



A.D. 1872,

[CH. 33.] Parliamentary and Municipal Hlections. [35 & 36 Vicr.]

Session and Chapter.

Title or abbreviated Title.

Extent of Repeal.

18 Geo. 2. ¢. 18, -

19 Geo. 2.¢. 28, -

3 Geo. 3.¢.15. -~

11 Geo. 3. ¢. 55.

21 Geo, 3. ¢, 54, -

22 Geo. 3. ¢. 31.

25 Geo. 3. ¢, 84.

33 Geo. 3. c. 64.

34 Geo. 3. ¢. 73. -

44

An Act to explain and amend
the laws touching the elec-
tions of knights of the shire
to serve in Parliament for
that part of Great Britain
called England.

An Actforthe betterregulating
of elections of members to
serve in Parliament for such
cities and towns in that part
of Great Britain called Eng-
land as are counties of them-
selves,

An Act to prevent occasional
freemen from voting at elec-
tions of members to serve in
Parliament for cities and
boroughs.

An Act the title of which begins
with the words “ An Act to
“incapacitate,” and ends with
the words “ New Shoreham,
“ in the county of Sussex.”

An Actfor thebetter regulating
elections of citizens to serve
in Parliament for the city of
Coventry.

An Act for the preventing of
bribery and corruption in
the election of members to
serve in Parliament for the
borough of Cricklade in the
county of Wilts.

An Act the titie of which
begins with the words “ An
« Act to limit the duration,”
and ends with the words
“to serve in Parliament.”

An Act the title of which
begins with the words “ An
“ Act to explain and amend
“ an Act,” and ends with
the words “time and place
¢ of election.”

An Act for directing the ap-
pointment of Commissioners
to administer certain oaths
and declarations required by
law to be taken and made
by persons offering to vote
at the election of memhers
to serve in Parlisment,

Section five, from “ or shall
“ vote more than once,” to
the end of that section, and
sections nine to sixteen.

Section four, from ¢ or shall
“ vote more than once,” to
end of that section, and sec-
tions six to twelve.

Section seven.

The whole Act.

Sections seven to nine and four-
teen.

The whole Act.

The whole Act, except section
one down to “make a return
¢ of such person or persons,”
and section three in so far as
that part of a section and
section relate to the wuni-
versities.

The whole Act, except so far
as it relates to the univer-
sities.

The whole Act.
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Session and Chapter.

Title or abbreviated Title.

Extent of Repeal.

42 Geo. 8. c. 62. -

43 Geo. 8. ¢. 74, -

44 Geo. 3. c. 60, -

11 Geo. 4. & 1 Will.4.
c. 74,

2 & 3 Will, 4, c. 45.

An Act for extending the pro-
visions of an Act made in
the thirty-fourth year of the
reign of His present Majesty,
intituled “ An Act for di-
“ recting the appointment
¢ of Commissioners to ad-
 minister certain oaths and
¢ declarations required by

law to be taken and made
“ by persons offering to
“ vote at the election of
“ members to serve in Par-
 liament,” to all caths now
required by law to be taken
by voters at elections for
members to serve in Parlia-
ment.

An Act for further regulating
the administration of the
oath or affirmation required
to be taken by electors of
members to serve in Parlia-
ment, by an Act passed in
the second year of King
George the Second, intituled
“ An Act for the more
“ effectual preventing bri-
“ bery and corruption in
“ the election of members
¢ to serve in Parliament.”

An Act for the preventing of
bribery and corruption in
the election of members to
serve in Parliament for the
borough of Aylesbury in the
county of Buckingham,

An Act to prevent bribery and
corruption in the election of
burgesses to serve in Par-
liament for the borough of
East Retford.

An Act to amend the repre-
sentation of the people in
England and Wales,

[3

kN

The whole Act.

The whole Aci.

The whole Act.

The whole Act.

Sections fifty-eight to sixty ;
sections  sixty-two, sixty-
three, sixty-five, sixty-seven;
part of section sixty-eight,
namely, from “shall if required
¢ thereby ” down to “poll at
¢ each compartment, and”, and
from “ and in case the booths
¢ shall be situated in different
“ places” to “lawfully closed;”
and section sixty-nine; and
section  seventy-one from
“and that all deputies” to
¢ candidates at such election,”
and from “ provided also, that
‘the sheriff” to the end of
the section ; and sections
seventy-two, seventy-three,
and seventy-four.
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Session and Chapter.

Title or abbreviated Title.

Extent of Repeal.

2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 64.

5 & 6 Will. 4. c. 36.

5 & 6 Will. 4. c. 76.

6 & 7 Will. 4. c. 102,

6 & 7 Vict. c. 18, -

16 & 17 Vict. c. 15,

46

An Act to settle and describe
the divisions of counties and
the limits of cities and
boroughs in England and
Wales, in so far as respects
the election of members to
serve in Parliament.

An Act to limit the time of
taking the poll in boroughs
at contested elections of
members to serve in Parlia-
ment to one day.

An Act to provide for the
regulation of municipal cor-
porations in England and
Wales.

An Act for rendering more easy
the taking the poll at county
elections.

An Act to amend the law for
the registration of persons
entitled to vote and to define
certain rights of voting, and
to regulate certain proceed-
ings in the election of mem-
bers to serve in Parliament
for England and Wales.

An Act to limit the time of
taking the poll in counties
at contested elections for
knights of the shire to serve
in Parliament in England
and Wales to one day.

Sections twenty-nine to thirty-
three, and so much of sec-
tion thirty-four as relates to
taking the poll.

The whole Act, except section
two, down to “ in the fore-
¢ noon,” and from ¢ and the
¢ polling” to ““in the afternoon;”
and sections seven to nine.

The words ¢ openly assemble
“and” insection thirty ; sec-
tion thirty-two from ¢ by de-
“livering to the mayor and

-¢¢ agsessors ” to the end of that
section, and so much of the
rest of that section as relates
to assessors; section thirty-
three from ‘“and shall be so
“divided” to ¢ poll at each
¢ compartment, and”,and from
“and in case the booths” to
“at each place;” the words
“Are you the person whose
“name is signed as A.B. to the
“voting paper now delivered
“in by you ” in section thirty-
four, and section thirty-five
from “and the mayor shall
¢ cause the voting papers” to
end of that section, and so
much of the rest of that sec-
tion as relates to assessors ;
and so much of sections forty-
three, forty-four, and forty-
six as relates to assessors.

The whole Act.

Section seventy -nine from
“Provided always, that it
¢ shall not be lawful ” to end
of that section ; section eighty;
so much of section eighty-one
as relates to a commissioner
or commissioners; sections
eighty-three, eighty-four, and
ninety-one, sections mninety-
four toninety-six, and sections
ninety-eight and ninety-nine.

The whole Act, except section
two, down to “in the afternoon
“ of such day,” and section
three.
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Session and Chapter.

Title or abbreviated Title.

Extent of Repeal.

16 & 17 Vict. c. 68.

17 & 18 Vict. ¢. 102,

22 Vict. c. 35. -

25 & 26 Vict. c. 95.

30 & 31 Vict. c. 102.

31 & 32 Vict. c. 58.

31 & 32 Vict. c. 125.

An Act to limit the time for
proceeding to election in
counties and boroughs in
England and Wales, and for
polling at elections for the
Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge, and for other
purposes.

“The Corrupt Practices Pre-
“ vention Act, 1854.”

“The Municipal Corporation
“ Act, 1859.”

An Act to amend the law re-
lating to polling places in
the boroughs of New Shore-
ham, Cricklade, Aylesbury,
and East Retford.

“The Representation of the
“ People Act, 1867.”

“'The Parliamentary Electors
¢ Registration Act, 1868.”

¢ The Parliamentary Elections
“ Act, 1868.”

Sections two, three, seven, and
eight.

Section eleven and Schedule B.

So much of section seven as re-
lates to the form of nomina-
tion paper, and so much of
section eight as relates to
assessors.

The whole Act.

Section thirty-five;  section
thirty-seven from “where in
“ any place” to end of that
section ; section thirty-nine.

Sections four to sixteen, twenty-
four, twenty-six, thirty-four,
and thirty-six.

Section forty, from ¢ provided

“ always,” to the end of that
section.
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FIFTH SCHEDULE.

Acts relating to Scotland.

A description or citation of a portion of an Act is inclusive of the words section
or other part first or last mentioned, or otherwise referred to as forming the
beginning or as forming the end of the portion comprised in the description or

citation.

Session and Chapter.

Title of Act.

Extent of Repeal.

2 & 3 Will. 4. c. 65.

3&4 Will. 4. c. 76.

48

An Act to amend the repre-
sentation of the people in
Scotland,

An Act to alter and amend the
laws for the election of the
magistrates and councils of
the royal burghs in Scotland.

Sections twenty-four and twenty-
five ; section twenty-six ; sec-
tion twenty-seven from the
words “ and each substitute
“so superintending ” to the
end of that section; section
twenty-eight from the words
¢ and shall within three days ”
to the end of that section;
section twenty-nine the words
“ the market cross or some
“ other convenient and open
“place in or immediately
¢« adjoining,” and from the
words ¢ and if no more than
¢ one candidate ” to the end of
that section ; section thirty
the words “ the market cross
“or some other convenient
“and open place in or
¢ immediately adjoining, ”
and from the words ¢ and
“if no more candidates ”
down to the words ¢ Satur-
“days and Sundays,” and
from the words “ and the
“ sheriff who proclaimed the
“writ ” to the end of that
section ; sections thirty-two,
thirty-three, and thirty-nine ;
sections forty - three, forty-
seven, and forty-eight.

Section eight so far as it pro-
vides that the election shall be
by “ open” poll, and from the
words “ and each poll clerk
“ ghall enter” to the end of
that section; section ten, so
far as it relates to poll-books ;
section eleven, so far as it
relates to voting by lists ; and
the words ¢ assemble in the
“ town hall or other public
“ room of such burgh and,”
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Session and Chapter.

Title of Act.

Extent of Repeal,

8 &4 Will. 4. c. 76.

—Cont,

3 &4 Will. 4, ¢.77.

4 & 5 Will. 4. c. 86.

4 & 5 Will. 4. c. 87.

4 & 5 Will. 4. ¢. 88,

5 &6 Will. 4, c. 78,

An Act to provide for the
appointment and election of
magistrates and councillors
for the several burghs and
towns of Scotland which
now return or contribute to
return members to Parlia-
ment and are not royal
burghs.

An Act the title of which be-
gins with the words “An
“ Act to explain certain pro-
¢ visions,” and ends with the
words ‘“to return members
“ to Parliament, and are not
“ royal burghs.”

An Act the title of which be-
gins with the words “ An
“ Act to explain certain pro-
¢ vigions,” and ends with the
words “of the royal burghs
¢ of Scotland.”

An Act for the more effectual
registration of persons en-
titled to vote in the election
of members to serve in Par-
liament.

An Act the title of which begins
with the words “ An Act to
“ explain and amend an Act,”
and ends with the words
“and to diminish the ex-
¢ penses thereof.”

[Public.-83.] D

and from the words “and the
“ provost” to the end of that
section ; section fifteen, so far
as inconsistent with this Act;
section  eighteen ;  section
thirty-six from the commence-
ment to “ provided always,
“ that ;” and section thirty-
eight.

Section four so far as it provides
that the election shall be by
open poll; and from the words
“and each poll clerk shall
“ enter ” to the end of that
section; section eight and
gection nine from the words
“assemble in the town hall”
to the words “in each such

“burgh or town ;” so much of

the section asrelates to voting

by lists, and from the. words

“and such town clerk ” to the
end of that section; section
eleven so far as inconsistent
with this Aect; and sections
eighteen and thirty-four.

The whole Act.

The whole Act.

The whole Act.

Sections one and two; section
five from ¢‘ and after the poll ”
to “the declaration”; sections
six, seven, eight, twelve, thir-
teen, and fifteen,
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Session and Chapter.

Title of Act,

Extent of Repeal.

18 & 14 Viet. c¢. 33.

16 & 17 Vict. c. 28.

18 & 19 Vict, c. 24.

24 & 25 Vict. c. 83.

25 & 26 Vict. c.101.

28 & 29 Vict. c. 92.

31 & 32 Vict. c. 48.

31 & 32 Vict. c. 58.

An Act to make more effectual
provision for regulating the
police of towns and populous
places in Scotland, and for
paving, draining, cleansing,
lighting, and improving the
same,

An Act to amend the law as to
taking the poll at elections of
members to serve in Parlia-
ment for Scotland.

An Act the title of whick be-
gins with the words “ An Act
“ to amend an Act,” and
ends with the words *in
“ county elections in that
“ country.”

An Act to amend the law re-
garding the registration of

county voters in Scotland.

An Act the title of which begins
with the words “ An Act to
“ make more effectual provi-
“sion for regulating the
“ police,” and ends with the
words “and also for pro-
“ moting the public health
« thereof.”

An Act to shorten the time for
the election of members for
the Ayr district of Burghs.

An Act for the amendment of
the representation of the
people in Scotland.

An Act the title of which be-
gins with the words “An
“ Act to amend the law of
“ registration,” and ends
with the words ¢ other pur-
“ poses relating thereto.”

Sections seven to eleven and
thirteen to twenty-six, sec-
tions twenty-nine and thirty,
so far as their provisions are
inconsistent with the provi-
sions of this Act, and schedules
(A.), (B.), and (C.)

Sections one and ten.

The whole Act.

Schedule (D.) annexed to the
Act from the words “ and that
« T am possessed ” to the end
of the said schedule.

Sections forty-six, forty-seven,
and fifty, so far as their pro-
visions are inconsistent with
the provisions of this Act.

The whole Act.

Section twenty-four from the
words “and in the case of
“ a poll being demanded ” to
the words “ the said sheriff of
¢ the county of Peebles ;” and
sections forty-four and fifty-
four ; and section fifty-nine
from the words “ oath of pos-
‘““session” to the end of that
section.

Section thirteen.
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SIXTH SCHEDULE.

Acts relating to Ireland.

A description or citation of a portion of an Act is inclusive of the words, section,
or other part first or last mentioned, or otherwise referred to as forming the

beginning or as forming the end of the portion comprised in the description

or citation.

Session and Chapter.

AcCTS OF THE PARLIAMENT OF IRELAND.

Title.

Extent of Repeal.

10 Hen. 7. c. 22. -

385 Geo. 38.c.29. -

An Act confirming all the sta-
tutes made in England.

So much of the same as extends
to Ireland the provisions of
the Acts of the Parliament of
England following ; namely,—
7 Hen. 4. chapter fifteen,
8 Hen. 6. chapter seven, from
‘ and such as have the greatest
“number” to * shall lose their
“ wages,” and from ¢ and that
“in every writ that shall
‘ hereafter go forth ” to the
end of the chapter, 23 Hen. 6.
chapter fourteen.

An Act for regulating the elec- | Section three, sections five to

tion of members to serve in
Parliament, and for repealing
the several Acts therein men-
tioned.

thirteen, sections fifteen to
eighteen, section twenty.

ACTS OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1 Geo. 4. ¢. 11, -

9 Geo. 4. c. 82, -

An Act for the better regulation
of polls, and for making fur-
ther provision touching the
election of members to serve
in Parliament for Ireland.

An Act to make provision for
the lighting, cleansing, and
watching of cities, towns, cor-
porations, and market towns
in Ireland in certain cases.

D2

Sections two and three, section
five from the words “and
“ that such sheriff ”” to the end
of that section, sections six
to twenty-one, section twenty-
three, sections forty-one and
forty-two,

So much of sections twelve and
sixteen as prescribes the mode
of election of commissioners,
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Session and Chapter.

Title.

Extent of Repeal.

4 Geo. 4. c. 55. -

2 & 3 Will, 4. ¢.88.

3 & 4 Vict. c. 108.

6 & 7 Vict. c. 93.

9 & 10 Viet. ¢. 19.

An Act to consolidate and
amend the several Acts now
in force, so far as the same
relate to the election and
return of members to serve
in Parliament for counties of
cities and counties of towns
in Ireland.

An Act to amend the repre-
sentation of the people of
Ireland.

An Act for the regulation of
municipal corporations in
Ireland.

An Act to amend an Act of
the third and fourth years of
Her present Majesty for the
regulation of municipal cor-
porations in Ireland.

An Act to amend an Act of
the second and third years
of His late Majesty by pro-
viding additional booths or
polling places at elections in
Ireland where the number
of electors whose names shall
begin with the same letter of
the alphabet shall exceed a
certain number.

Section thirty-three from the

words “and that such sheriffs”
to the end of that section,
sections thirty-four to forty-
seven, sections forty-nine to
fifty-nine, sections sixty to
sixty-two, sections sixty-four
and sixty-five, sections sixty-
eight to seventy, seventy-two,
seventy-six,and seventy-seven.

Section thirty, section forty-
eight, and sections forty-nine
to fifty-four.

Section sixty-four from the
words “ by delivering to the
“mayor or barrister ”’ tothe end
of that section, and so much
of that section as relates to
assessors ; section sixty-five
from “and shall be so di-
“ vided” to “ poll at each com-
¢ partment,” and from “in case
“ the booths” to “at each
“ place ;” the words “ are you
“ the person whose name is
“ signed as A.B. to the voting
“ paper now delivered in by
“ you,” in section sixty-six ;
section sixty-eight from “and
“ the mayor shall cause the
“ voting papers ” to the end of
that section, and so much of
the rest of that section as
relates to assessors; and so
much of section seventy as
relates to ward assessors.

Section twenty-three.

The whole Act.
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Session and Chapter.

Title.

Extent of Repeal.

13 & 14 Vict. c. 68.

13 & 14 Vict. c. 69.

17 & 18 Vict.c.102.

17 & 18 Vict.c.103.

25 & 26 Vict. c. 62.

25 & 26 Vict. c. 92.

An Act to shorten the duration
of elections in Ireland, and
for establishing additional
places for taking the poll
thereat.,

An Act to amend the laws
which regulate the qualifica-
tion and registration of par-
liamentary voters in Ireland,
and to alter the law for rating
immediate lessors of premises
to the poor rate in certain
boroughs.

The Corrupt Practices Preven-
tion Act, 1854.

The Towns Improvement (Ire-
land) Act, 1854.

An Act to amend the law re-
lating to the duration of con-
tested elections for counties
in Ireland, and for establish-
ing additional places for
taking the poll thereat.

An Act to limit the time for
proceeding to elections in
counties and boroughs in
Ireland.

Section one, section three, section

four, sections ten to fourteen, so
much of section fifteen as pre-
seribes the interval between the
election and the polling, section
sixteen, section nineteen from
“and that all the deputies”
to “at the expense of the
¢ candidates,” section twenty,
section twenty-two.

Sections eighty-six, ninety-eight,

ninety-nine ; section one hun-
dred ; sections one hundred
and one and one hundred and
two, sections one hundred
and four and one hundred and
five.

Section eleven, and Schedule B.

So much of section twenty-four
as incorporates the sections of
10 & 11 Vict. c. 16. follow-
ing; that is to say,—sections
twenty-three, twenty-six, and
twenty-seven ; section twenty-
eight from the words ‘“and
“ shall be conducted in man-
“ ner following ” to ¢ care-
« fully preserved by the pre-
“ siding officer, and,” and the
question numbered L, section
thirty from “the returning
“ officer ¥ to“each person and,”
and section thirty-one, and so
much of any Act as incor-
porates the part of the said
section twenty-four hereby
repealed.

Part of section four, namely, so

much as prescribes the in-
terval between the day fixed
for the election and the poll-
ing; section five, sections
eight to ten.

Section one,and section two from
the words ““ and in every city
“ or town ” to the end of that
section,
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— Session and Chapter. Title.

Extent of Repeal.

1

31 & 32 Vict.c. 49, An Act to amend the repre-
sentation of the people in
Ireland.

31&32Vict.c.112, | An Act to amend the law of
| registration in Ireland.

Section twelve from the words
“several boroughs” to the
word ¢ Cork,” and the words
“ and county of the city of
« Limerick.”

Sections four to thirty; section
thirty-eight.
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