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An Act to consolidate and amend the Statute Law
of England and Ireland relating to indictable
Offences by Forgery.
[6th August 1861.]
WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate and amend the
Statute Law of England and Ireland relating to indictable
Offences by Forgery : Be it enacted by the Queen's most
Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the Authority of the same, as follows :
As to forging Her Majesty's Seals :-1, Whosoever shall forge or counterfeit, or shall utter, knowing the Forging the
same to be forged or counterfeited, the Great Seal of the United Great Seal,
Privy Seal,
Kingdom, Her Majesty's Privy Seal, any Privy Signet of Her &c.
Majesty, Her Majesty's Royal Sign Manual, any of Her Majesty's
Seals appointed by the Twenty-fourth Article of the Union between
England and Scotland to be kept, used, and continued in Scotland,
the Great Seal of Ireland, or the Privy Seal of Ireland, or shall forge
or counterfeit the Stamp or Impression of any of the Seals aforesaid,
9

L

or

.

778

24° & 250 V ICT

ORE

For.5 ery.

Cap. 917.

.

or shall utter any Document or Instrument whatsoever, having
thereon or affixed thereto the Stamp or Impression of any such forged
or counterfeited Seal, knowing the same to be the Stamp or Impression of such forged or counterfeited Seal, or any forged or counterfeited Stamp or Impression made or apparently intended to
resemble the Stamp or Impression of any of the Seals aforesaid,
knowing the same to be forged or counterfeited, or shall forge
or alter, or utter knowing the same to be forged or altered, any
Document or Instrument having any of the said Stamps or Impressions thereon or affixed thereto, shall be guilty of Felony, and
being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the
Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for Life or for any Term
not less than Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term
not exceeding Two Years, with or without Bard Labour, and with or
without Solitary Confinement.
As to forging Transfers of Stock,
Forging
Transfer of
certain
Stock, and

f
Attorney
relating
thereto.

&c.:-

2. Whosoever shall forge or alter, or shall offer, utter, dispose
put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, any
:

of, or

Transfer of any Share or Interest of or in any Stock, Annuity,
or other Public Fund which now is or hereafter may be transferable
at the Bank of England or at the Bank of Ireland, or of or in the
Capital Stock of any Body Corporate, Company, or Society which
now is or hereafter may be established by Charter, or by, under, or
by virtue of, any Act of Parliament, or shall forge or alter, or shall
offer, utter, dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or
altered, any Power of Attorney or other Authority to transfer any
Share or Interest of or in any such Stock, Annuity, Public Fund, or
Capital Stock, or to receive any Dividend or Money payable in
respect of any such Share or Interest, or shall demand or endeavour
to have any such Share or Interest transferred, or to receive any,
Dividend or Money payable in respect thereof, by virtue of any
such forged or altered Power of Attorney or other Authority,,
knowing the same to be forged or altered, with Intent in any of the
Cases aforesaid to defraud, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be
kept in Penal Servitude for Life or for any Term not less than Three
Years,--or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two
Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary
.

Confinement.
Personating
the Owner of
nerr,qin

3. Whosoever shall falsely and deceitfully

Owner
of any Share or Interest of or in any Stock, Annuity, or other Public
Fund
personate any
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Fund which now is. or hereafter may be transferable at the Bank Stock, and
of-England, or at 'the Bank of Ireland, or any Owner of any Share transferring
or receiving
or Interest of or in the Capital Stock of any Body Corporate, or endeaCompany, or Society which now is or hereafter may be established vouring to
transfer or
by Charter,, or by,, under, or by -virtue of any Act, of Parliament, or receive the
any Owner of any.Dividend or Money payable in 'respect of any Dividends.
such Share or Interest as aforesaid, and shall thereby transfer or
endeavour to transfer any Share or Interest belonging. to any such
Owner, or thereby receive or endeavour, to receive any Money due
to any,. such Owner, as if such Offender were the true and lawful
Owner, shall, be guilty, of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall
be liable; at the-Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for Life or, for any Term not less than Three Years,-or to
be,, imprisonedd for any Term not exceeding' Two Years, with or
without :Hard Labour, and with or without. Solitary Confinement.
'

-

4.. Whosoever shall forge

any Name, Handwriting, or Signature Forging

purporting to be the Name, Handwriting, or Signature of a Witness Attestation
to Power of
attesting the Execution of any Power of Attorney or- other Authority Attorney for
to transfer any =Share or Interest of or in any such Stock, Annuity, Transfer of
.
Stock,
Public Fund, or Capital Stock as is in either of the last Two
preceding Sections mentioned, or to receive any Dividend or Money
payable in respect of any such Share or Interest, 'or shall offer,
utter, dispose-of,.or put off any such Power of, Attorney or other
Authority, with any such forged Name,. Handwriting, or Signature
thereon, knowing the same to-be forged, shall .be guilty, of Felony,
and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the 'Discretion -of the
Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for any Term not exceeding
Seven, Years and not less than Three Years,---or to be imprisoned
for any Term not exceeding' Two Years, with or without Hard
Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement.
-

.5. Whosoever shall wilfully, make any false Entry in, or wilfully Making false
1±'igure in, any of the Books of Account kept
e i of
hetriBooks
by the Governor and Company of the Bank of England or the Governor the Public
and Company of the Bank of Ireland, in which Books the Accounts Funds.
of the Owners of any-Stock, Annuities, or other Public Funds which
now are or hereafter may be transferable at the Bank of England or
at, the Bank of Ireland shall be entered, and kept, or shall in any
Manner wilfully falsify. any of the Accounts of any of such Owners
in any of the said Books, with Intent in any of the Cases aforesaid
to defraud, or shall wilfully make any Transfer of any Share or
Interest of or in any Stock, Annuity, or other Public Fund which
now is or hereafter may be transferable at the Bank of England
or at the Bank of Ireland, in' the Name of any Person not being the

alter, any Word or

true
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true and lawful Owner of such Share or Interest, with Intent to
defraud, shall be guilty of Felony, and,being convicted thereof shall
be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude
for Life or for any Term not less than Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard
Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement.
Clerks of the
Bank making
out false

Dividend
Warrants.

6. Whosoever, being a Clerk,

Officer, or Servant of or other

Person employed or intrusted by the Governor and Company of
the Bank of England or the Governor and Company of the. Bank
of Ireland, shall knowingly make out or deliver any Dividend
Warrant, or Warrant for Payment of any Annuity, Interest, or
Money payable at the Bank of England or Ireland, for a greater
or less Amount than the Person on whose Behalf such Warrant
shall be made out is entitled to, with Intent to defraud, shall be
guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at
the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for
any Term not exceeding Seven Years and not less than Three
Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two
Years, with or without Har 1 Labour, and with or without Solitary
Confinement.
.

Forging an
East India
Bond.

:-

As to forging India Bonds
7. Whosoever shall forge or alter, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, any
Bond commonly called an East India Bond, or any Bond, Debenture,
or Security issued or made under the Authority of any Act passed
or to be passed relating to the East Indies, or any Indorsement
on or Assignment of any such Bond, Debenture, or Security, with
Intent to defraud, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted
thereof shall. be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept
in Penal Servitude for Life or for any Term not less than Three
Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two
Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary
Confinement.

Forging ExchequerBills,
Bonds, and
Debentures,
&c.

As to forging Exchequer Bills, &c.:8. Whosoever shall forge or alter, or shall offer, utter, dispose
of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, any
Exchequer Bill or Exchequer Bond or Exchequer Debenture, or
any Indorsement on or Assignment of any Exchequer Bill or
Exchequer Bond or Exchequer Debenture, or any Receipt or
Certificate for Interest accruing thereon, with Intent to defraud,
shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be
liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal
Servitude
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Servitude for Life or for any Term not less than Three Years,or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years
with or without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary
Confinement.

9. Whosoever, without lawful Authority or Excuse (the Proof

Making

Plates, &c. in
whereof shall lie on the Party accused), shall make or cause or imitation
of
procure to be made, or shall aid or assist in making, or shall know- those used for
ingly have in his Custody or Possession, any Frame, Mould, or Exchequer
Bills, &c.
Instrument. having therein any Words, -Letters, Figures,' Marks,
Lines, or Devices peculiar to and appearing in the Substance of any
Paper provided or to be provided or used for Exchequer Bills
or Exchequer Bonds or Exchequer Debentures, or any Machinery
for working any Threads into the Substance of any Paper, or
any such Thread, and intended to imitate such Words, Letters,
Figures, Marks, Lines, Threads, or Devices, or any Plate peculiarly
employed for printing, such Exchequer Bills, Bonds, or Debentures,
or any Die or Seal peculiarly used for preparing any such Plate, or
for sealing such Exchequer Bills, Bonds, or Debentures, or any Plate,
Die, or Seal intended to imitate any such Plate, Die, or Seal as
aforesaid, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof
shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal
Servitude for any ,Term. not exceeding Seven Years and not less
to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding
than Three Years,
Two Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or without
Solitary Confinement.
.

or

10. Whosoever, without lawful Authority or Excuse (the Proof Making
Paper in
whereof shall lie on the Party accused), shall make, or cause or imitation of

procure to be made, or aid or assist in making, any Paper in the that used for
Substance of which shall appear any Words, Letters, Figures, Exchequer
Bills, &c.
Marks, Lines, Threads, or other Devices peculiar to and appearing
in the Substance of any Paper provided or to be provided or
used for such Exchequer Bills, Bonds, or Debentures, or any Part
of such Words, Letters, Figures, Marks, Lines, Threads, or other
Devices, and intended to imitate the same, or shall knowingly have
in his Custody or Possession any Paper whatsoever, in the Substance whereof shall appear any such Words, Letters, Figures,
Marks, Lines, Threads, or Devices as aforesaid, or any Parts of
such Words, Letters, Figures, Marks, Lines, Threads, or other
Devices, and intended to imitate the same, or shall cause or assist
in causing any such Words, Letters, Figures, Marks, Lines, Threads,
or Devices as aforesaid, or any Part of such Words, Letters,
Figures, Marks, Lines, Threads, or other Devices, and intended to
imitate the same, to appear in the Substance of any Paper whatever,
or shall take or assist in taking. any Impression of any such Plate,
Die,
9 Al
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in the last preceding Section mentioned, shall
be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof, shall be liable,
at the Discretion of the' Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for
any Term not exceeding Seven Years and not less than Three Years,
-or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with
or, without, Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement.
Die, or Seal

as

.

11. Whosoever, without lawful Authority; or Excuse (the Proof
whereof shall lie on the Party accused),, shall purchase or receive,
Paper,
or.
knowingly have in his Custody or Possession, any Paper manuPlates, or
Dies to be
factured and, provided by or under the Directions of the Commis
used for Exsionners.of Inland Revenue or Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasur yt
chequer
Bills, &c.
for the Purpose of being used as Exchequer Bills or Exchequer Bonds
Having in
possession

;

or Exchequer Debentures, before such Paper shall have been duly
stamped, signed, and issued for Public Use, or any such Plate,
Die,, or Seal as in the last Two preceding Sections mentioned, shall
be guilty of a Misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof shall be
liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be imprisoned for any
Term not exceeding Three Years,. with or without Hard Labour.

Forging a
Bank Note,
&c.

As to forging Bank Notes:12. Whosoever shall forge or alter, or shall offer, utter, dispose
of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, any Note
or Bill of Exchange of the' Governor and `Company of the Bank
of England or of the Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland,
or of any other Body Corporate, Company, or Person carrying on
the Business of Bankers, commonly called a Bank Note, a Bank Bill
of Exchange, or a Bank Post Bill, or any Indorsement on or Assignment of any Bank Note, Bank Bill of Exchange, or Bank Post
Bill, with Intent to defraud, shall be guilty of Felony, and .being
convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court,
to be kept in Penal Servitude for Life or for any Ternau not less than
Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two
Years, with or without, Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary
Confinement.

13. Whosoever, without lawful Authority or Excuse (the Proof
shall lie on the Party accused), shall purchase or receive
whereof
or having
forged Bank from any other Person, or have in his Custody or Possessioid, any
Notes.
forged Bank Note, Bank Bill of Exchange, or, Bank Post Bill, or
blank Bank Note, blank Bank Bill of Exchange, or blank Bank Post
Bill, knowing the same to be forged, shall be guilty of Felony, and
being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court,
to be kept in Penal Servitude for any Term not exceeding Fourteen
Years and not less than Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for
any ,Term not. exceeding,,Two Years, with or without Hard Labour.
As
Purchasing

or receiving
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As to making and engraving Plates, &c. for Bank Notes, &c.: `14. Whosoever, without 'lawful Authority or Excuse (the Proof Making or'
whereof shall lie on the Party accused), shall make or use, or having
Mould for
knowingly have in his Custody, or Possession, any Frame, Mould, or making
Instrument for the making of Paper with the Words " Bank of Paper with
the
England" or " Bank of Ireland," or any Part of such Words intended Bank of
to resemble and pass for the same, visible in the Substance of the England," or
Bank of
Pa p er or for the maknng of Paper with curved or waving' Bar `Lines IIreland, or
or with the laying Wire Lines thereof in a' waving or curved Shape, with curved
Bar Lines,
or with any- Number, 'Sum> or Amount expressed in a Word or &c.,orselling
Words in Roman Letters, visible in the Substance of the Paper, or such Paper,
with any Device or Distinction peculiar to and appearing in the Substance of the Paper used by the Governor and Company of the
Banks of England and Ireland respectively for any Notes, Bills of
Exchange, or Bank Post Bills of such Banks respectively, or shall
make, use, sell, expose to Sale, utter, or dispose of, or knowingly have
in his Custody or Possession, any Paper whatsoever with the Words
"Bank of England" or " Bak of Ireland," or any Part of such
Words intended to resemble and pass for the same, visible in the
Substance of the Paper, or any Paper with curved or waving Bar
Lines, or with the laying Wide Lines thereof in a waving or curved
Shape, or with any Number, Sum, or, Amount expressed in a Word
or Words in Roman Letters, appearing visible in the Substance of the
Paper, or with any Device or Distinction peculiar to and appearing in
the Substance of. the Paper used by the Governor and Company of
the Banks of England and Ireland respectively for any Notes, Bills of
Exchange,, or Bank Post Bills of such Banks respectively, or shall by
any Art or Contrivance cause the Words " Bank of England" or
" Bank of Ireland," or any Part of such Words intended to resemble
and pass for the same, or any Device or. Distinction peculiar to and
appearing in the Substance of the Paper used by the Governor
and Company of the - Banks of England and Ireland respectively
for any Notes, Bills of Exchange, or Bank Post Bills- of- such
Banks respectively, to appear visible in the Substance of any Paper,
or shall cause the numerical Sum or Amount of any Bank Note,
Bank Bill of Exchange, or Bank Post Bill, blank Bank Note,
blank Bank Bill. of Exchange, or blank Bank Post Bill, in a Word or
Words in Roman Letters, to appear visible in the Substance of the
Paper whereon the same shall be written or printed, shall be guilty of
Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion
of the Court, to be kept' in Penal Servitude for any Term not
exceeding Fourteen Years and not less than Three Years,-or to be
imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without
Hard Labour.

'

'

15. Nothing
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Proviso as to
15. Nothing in the last preceding Section contained shall prevent
Paper used
Person from issuing any Bill of Exchange or Promissory Note
any
for Bills of
Exchange,
having the Amount thereof expressed in Guineas, or in a numerical
&c.
Sterling,

Figure or Figures denoting the Amount thereof in Pounds
appearing visible in the Substance of the Paper upon which the same
shall be written or printed, nor shall prevent any Person from making,
using, or selling any Paper having waving or curved Lines or any
other Devices in the Nature. of Watermarks visible in the Substance
of the Paper, not being Bar Lines or laying Wire Lines,, provided the
same are not so contrived as to form the Groundwork or Texture of
the Paper, or to resemble the waving or curved laying Wire Lines or
Bar Lines or the Watermarks of the Paper used by the Governor and
Company of the Banks of England and Ireland respectively.

Engraving
or having
anyPlate,&c.
for making
Notes of

Bank of
England or
Ireland,
or other
Banks, or
having such
Plate, &c.,
or uttering
or having
Paper upon

which a
blank Bank
Note, &c.
shall be
printed.

16. Whosoever, without lawful Authority or Excuse (the Proof
whereof shall lie on the Party accused), shall engrave or in anywise
make upon any Plate whatsoever, or upon any Wood, Stone, or
other Material, any Promissory Note, Bill of Exchange, or Bank Post
Bill, or Part of'a Promissory Note, Bill of Exchange, or Bank Post Bill,
purporting to be a Bank Note, Bank Bill of Exchange, or Bank Post
Bill of the Governor and Company of the Bank of England or of
the Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, or of any other
Body Corporate, Company, or Person carrying on the Business of
Bankers, or to be a blank Bank Note, blank Promissory Note, blank
Bank Bill of Exchange, or blank Bank Post Bill of the Governor and
Company of the Bank of England or of the Governor and Company
of the Bank of Ireland, or of any such other Body Corporate, Company, or Person as aforesaid, or to be a Part of a Bank Note, Promissory Note, Bank Bill of Exchange, or Bank Post Bill of the Governor
and Company of the Bank of England or of the Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, or of any such other Body Corporate,
Company, or Person as aforesaid, or any Name, Word, or Character
resembling or apparently intended to resemble any Subscription to
any Bill of Exchange or Promissory Note issued by the Governor and
Company of the Bank of England or the Governor and Company
of the Bank of Ireland, or by any such other Body Corporate, Company, or Person as aforesaid, or shall use any such Plate, Wood,
Stone, or other Material, or any other Instrument or Device, for
the making or printing any Bank, Note, Bank Bill of Exchange,
or Bank Post Bill, or blank Bank Note, blank Bank Bill of Exchange,
or blank Bank Post Bill, or Part of a Bank Note, Bank Bill of Exchange, or Bank Post Bill, or knowingly have in his Custody or
Possession any such Plate, Wood, Stone, or other Material, or any
such Instrument or Device, or shall knowingly offer, utter, dispose
of, or put off, or have in his Custody or Possession, any Paper upon
which
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which any blank Bank Note, blank Bank Bill of Exchange, or blank
Bank Post Bill of the Governor and Company of the Bank of England
or of the Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, or of any
such other Body Corporate, Company, or Person as aforesaid, or Part
of a Bank Note, Bank Bill of Exchange, or Bank Post Bill, or any
Name, Word, or Character resembling or apparently intended to
resemble any such Subscription, shall be made or printed, shall be
guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the
Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for any Term
not exceeding Fourteen Years and not less than Three Years,-or to
be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or
without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement.

17. Whosoever, without lawful Authority or Excuse (the Engraving on
Plate, &c.
Proof whereof shall lie on the Party accused), shall engrave or aany
Word,
in anywise make upon any Plate whatsoever, or upon any Wood, Number, or
Device reStone, or other Material, any Word, Number, Figure, Device, sembling
Character, or Ornament the Impression taken from which shall Part of a
Note
resemble or apparently be intended to resemble any Part of a Bank
or Bill, or
Bank Note, Bank Bill of Exchange, or Bank Post Bill of the using or having any such
Governor and Company of the Bank of England or of the Plate,
&c., or
Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, or of any other uttering or
any
Body Corporate, Company, or Person carrying on the Business having
Paper on
of Bankers, or shall use, or knowingly have in his Custody or which any
Possession, any such Plate, Wood, Stone, or other Material, or any such Word,
&c. is imother Instrument or Device for the impressing or making upon pressed.
any Paper or other Material any Word, Number, Figure, Character,
or Ornament which shall. resemble or apparently be intended to
resemble any Part of a Bank Note, Bank Bill of Exchange, or Bank
Post Bill of the Governor and Company of the Bank of England
or of the Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, or of
any such other Body Corporate, Company, or Person as aforesaid,
or shall knowingly offer, utter, dispose of, or put off, or have in
his Custody or Possession, any Paper or other Material upon which
there shall be an Impression of any such Matter as aforesaid, shall
be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable,
at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for
any Term not exceeding Fourteen Years and not less than Three
Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two
Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary
Confinement.

18. Whosoever, without lawful Authority or Excuse (the

'

Making or

Proof whereof shall lie on the Part accused shall make or use Mould for
any Frame, Mould, or Instrument for the Manufacture of Paper, making
Paper with
9N
with
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the Name of

any Banker,
or making or
having such
Paper.

Engraving
Plates for
or
Nott
i
or
Foren
or N es, or

with the Name or Firm of any Body Corporate, Company, or Person
carrying on the Business of Bankers (other than and except the Banks
of England and Ireland respectively), appearing visible in the Substance of the Paper, or knowingly have in his Custody or Possession
any such Frame, Mould, or Instrument, or make, use, sell, expose to
Sale, utter, or dispose of, or knowingly have in his Custody or Possession, any Paper in the Substance of which the Name or Firm of
any such Body Corporate, Company, or Person shall appear 'visible,
or by any Art or Contrivance cause the Name or Firm of any such
Body Corporate, Company, or Person to appear visible in the Substance of the Paper upon which the same shall be written or printed,
shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable,
at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for any
Term not exceeding Fourteen Years and not less than Three Years,or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or
without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement.

19. Whosoever, without lawful Authority or Excuse (the Proof
whereof shall lie on the Party accused), shall engrave or in anywise

make upon any Plate whatsoever, or upon any Wood, Stone, or
using or
other Material, any Bill of Exchange, Promissory Note, Undertaking,
havines,g such
or Order for Payment of Money, or any Part of any Bill of Exchange,
Plat or
uttering
Promissory Note, Undertaking, or Order for Payment of Money, in
Paper on
whatsoever Language the same may
y be expressed, and whether the
which any
Part of any same shall or shall not be or be intended to be under Seal, pursuch Bill or
porting to be the Bill Note Undertaking, or Order or Part of
Note is
printed.
the Bill, Note, Undertaking, or Order of any Foreign Prince or
State, or of any Minister or Officer in the Service of any Foreign
Prince or State, or of any Body Corporate or Body of the like
Nature, constituted or recognized by any Foreign Prince or State,
or of any Person or Company of Persons, resident in any Country
not under the Dominion of Her Majesty, or shall use, or knowingly
have in his Custody or Possession, any Plate, Stone, Wood, or
other Material upon which any such Foreign Bill, Note, Undertaking,
or Order, or any Part thereof, shall be engraved or made, or shall
knowingly offer, utter, dispose of, or put off, or have in his
Custody or Possession, any Paper upon which any Part of any such
Foreign Bill, Note, Undertaking, or Order shall be made or printed,
shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable,
at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for any
Term not exceeding Fourteen Years and not less than Three Years,or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or
without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement.
>

>

>

As

24° &

255°

VICTORLE,

Cap.98.

787

Forgery.
As to forging Deeds, Wills, Bills of Exchange,

&c.:-

20. Whosoever, with Intent to defraud, shall forge or alter, or Forging
shall offer, utter, dispose of, or' put off, knowing the same to 'be Deeds,
Bonds, &c.
forged or altered, any Deed, or any Bond or Writing Obligatory,
or any Assignment at Law or in Equity of any such Bond or Writing
Obligatory, or shall forge any Name, Handwriting, or Signature
purporting to be the Name, Handwriting, or Signature of a Witness
attesting the Execution of any Deed, Bond, or Writing Obligatory,
or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any Deed, Bond, or Writing
obligatory having thereon any such forged IN ame, Handwriting, or
Signature, knowing the same to be forged, shall be guilty of Felony,
and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the
Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for Life or for any Term: not
less than Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or
without Solitary Confinement.
.

21. Whosoever, with Intent to defraud, shall forge or alter, or Forging
shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged wills.
or altered, any Will, Testament, Codicil, or Testamentary Instrument,
shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable,
at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for
Life or for any Term not less than Three Years,-or to be imprisoned
for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard
Labour, and with or without Solitary. Confinement.

22. Whosoever shall forge or alter, or

shall. offer, utter, dispose Forging
of Ex-

of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, any
y change-or
Bill of Exchange, or any Acceptance, Indorsement, or Assignment Promissory
of 'any Bill of Exchange, or any Promissory Note for the Payment of Notes.
Money, or any Indorsement or Assignment of any such Promissory
Note, with Intent to defraud, shall be guilty of Felony, and being
convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to
be kept in Penal Servitude for Life or for any Term not less than
Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding
Two Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or without
Solitary Confinement.
'

23. Whosoever shall forge or alter, or shall offer, utter, dispose
of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, any Undertaking, Warrant, Order, Authority, or Request for the Payment of
Money, or for the Delivery or Transfer of any Goods or Chattels,
or of any Note, Bill, or other Security for the Payment of Money,
or for procuring or giving Credit, or any Indorsement on or
Assignment of any such Undertaking, Warrant, Order, Authority,
or Request, or any accountable Receipt, Acquittance, or Receipt for
Money

Forging
Orders, Receipts, &c.
for Money,
Goods, &c.
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Money or for Goods, or for any Note, Bill, or other Security for
the Payment of Money, or any Indorsement on or Assignment of
any such accountable Receipt, with Intent, in any of the Cases
aforesaid, to defraud, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted
thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in
Penal Servitude for Life or for any Term not less than Three Years,or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or
without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement.
Any Person

24.

Whosoever, with Intent to defraud, shall draw, make, sign,

making or acaccept, or indorse any Bill of Exchange or Promissory Note, or any
cepting any
Bill, Note,
Undertaking, Warrant, Order, Authority, or Request, for the Pay&c. by Proment of Money, or for the Delivery or Transfer of Goods or Chattels,
curation,

without law- or of any Bill, Note, or other Security for Money, by Procuration or
ful Autho- otherwise, for, in the Name, or on the Account of any other Person,
rity, or uttering any such without lawful Authority or Excuse, or shall offer, utter, dispose of,

Bill, Note,

or put off any such Bill, Note, Undertaking, Warrant, Order,
Authority, or Request so drawn, made, signed, accepted, or indorsed
with Intent by Procuration or otherwise, without lawful Authority or Excuse, as
to defraud,
to be guilty aforesaid, knowing the same to have been so drawn, made, signed,
of Felony.
accepted, or indorsed as aforesaid, shall be guilty of Felony, and
being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the
Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for any Term not exceeding
Fourteen Years and not less than Three Years,-or to be imprisoned
for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard
Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement.
&c. so made
or accepted,

Obliterating

25. Whenever any Cheque or Draft

on any Banker shall be
with the Name of a Banker, or with Two transverse Lines
with the Words 14 and Company," or any Abbreviation thereof, whosoever shall obliterate, add to, or alter any such Crossing, or shall
offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any Cheque or Draft whereon
any such Obliteration, Addition, or Alteration has been made,
knowing the same to have been made, with Intent, in any of the
Cases aforesaid, to defraud, shall be guilty of Felony, and being
convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to
be kept in Penal Servitude for Life or for any Term not less than
Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two
Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary
Confinement.

Crossings on
crossed
Cheques.

"

Forging Debentures.

26.

Whosoever shall fraudulently forge or alter, or shall offer, utter,
dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or fraudulently
altered, any Debenture issued under any lawful Authority whatsoever,
either within Her Majesty's Dominions or elsewhere, shall be guilty
of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discre-

tion
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tion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for any Term not
exceeding Fourteen Years and not less than Three Years,-or to be
imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without
Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement.
As to forging Records, Process, Instruments of Evidence, &c.:--27. Whosoever shall forge or fraudulently alter, or shall offer, Forging
utter, dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or Proceedings
of Courts of
fraudulently altered, any Record, Writ, Return, Panel, Process, Rule, Record or
Courts of
Order, Warrant, Interrogatory, Deposition, Affidavit, Affirmation, Equity.
Recognizance, Cognovit actionem, or Warrant of Attorney, or any
original Document whatsoever of or belonging to any Court of
Record, or any Bill, Petition, Process, Notice, Rule, Answer, Pleading,
Interrogatory, Deposition, Affidavit, Affirmation, Report, Order, or
Decree, or any original Document whatsoever of or belonging to
any Court of Equity or Court of Admiralty in England or Ireland,
or any Document or Writing, or any Copy of any Document or
Writing, used or intended to be used as Evidence in any Court in
this Section mentioned, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted
thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in
Penal Servitude for any Term not exceeding Seven Years and not
less than Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not
exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or
without Solitary Confinement.

28. Whosoever, being the Clerk of any Court, or other Officer
having the Custody of the Records of any Court, or being the
Deputy of any such Clerk or Officer, shall utter any false Copy or
Certificate of any Record, knowing the same to be false ; and
whosoever, other than such Clerk, Officer, or Deputy, shall sign or
certify any Copy or Certificate of any Record as such Clerk, Officer,
or Deputy ; and whosoever shall forge or fraudulently alter, or offer,
utter, dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or
fraudulently altered, any Copy or Certificate of any Record, or
shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any Copy or Certificate
of any Record having thereon any false or forged Name, Handwriting, or Signature, knowing the same to be false or forged ;
and whosoever shall forge the Seal of any Court of Record, or
shall forge or fraudulently alter any Process of any Court other than
such- Courts as in the last preceding Section mentioned, or shall serve
or enforce any forged Process of any Court whatsoever, knowing the
same to be forged, or shall deliver or cause to be delivered to any
Person any Paper falsely purporting to be any such Process, or a
Copy thereof, or to be any Judgment, Decree, or Order of any
Court of Law or Equity, or a Copy thereof, knowing the same to be
false, or shall act or profess to act under any such false Process,
90
knowing

Forging
Copies or

Certificates

of Records,
Process of
Courts not of
Record, and
using forged
Process.
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knowing the same to be false, shall be guilty of Felony, and being
convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the' Court, to be
kept in Penal Servitude for any Term not exceeding Seven Years and
not less than Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not
exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or
without Solitary Confinement.

29. Whosoever shall forge or fraudulently alter, or shall offer,
utter, dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or
made Evidence by any fraudulently altered, any Instrument, whether written or printed, or
Act of Par- partly written and partly printed, which is or shall be made Evidence
liament.
by any Act passed or to be passed; and for which Offence no Punishment is herein provided, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted
thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in
Penal Servitude for any Term not exceeding Seven Years and not
less than Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or without
Solitary Confinement.
Forging
Instruments

As to forging Court Rolls
Forging
Court Rolls.

30. Whosoever shall forge or alter, or shall offer, utter, dispose
of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, any Court
Roll or Copy of any Court Roll, relating to any Copyhold or
Customary Estate, with Intent to defraud, shall be guilty of Felony,
and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the
Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for Life or for any Term not
less than Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or
without Solitary Confinement.

:-

As to forging Registers of Deeds
31. Whosoever shall forge or fraudulently alter, or shall offer,
Forgery as
to the Regis- utter, dispose of, or put
off, knowing the same to be forged or
try of Deeds.
fraudulently altered, any Memorial, Affidavit, Affirmation, Entry,
Certificate, Indorsement, Document, or Writing, made or issued
under the Provisions of any Act passed or hereafter to. be passed for
or relating to the Registry of Deeds, or shall forge or counterfeit
the Seal of or belonging to any Office for the Registry of Deeds,
or any Stamp or Impression of any such Seal ; or shall forge any
Name, Handwriting, or Signature purporting to be the Name, Handwriting, or Signature of any Person to any such Memorial, Affidavit,
Affirmation, Entry, Certificate, Indorsement, Document, or Writing
which shall be required or directed to be signed by or by virtue of
any Act passed or to be passed, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or
put off any such Memorial or other Writing as in this Section before
mentioned, having thereon any such forged Stamp or Impression of
any such Seal, or any such forged, Name, Handwriting, or Signature,
knowing
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knowing the same to be forged, shall be guilty of Felony, and being
convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to
be kept in Penal Servitude for any Term not exceeding Fourteen
Years and, not less than Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any
Term not, exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard Labour, and
with or, without Solitary Confinement.
'

As to forging Orders, &c. of Justices of the Peace
32. Whosoever, with Intent to defraud, shall forge or alter, or Forging
shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged Orders of
Justices, Reor altered, any Summons, Conviction, Order, or Warrant of any cognizances,
Justice of the Peace, or any Recognizance purporting to have been Affidavits,
&c.
entered into before any Justice of the Peace, or other Officer authorized to take the same, or any Examination, Deposition, Affidavit,
Affirmation, or solemn Declaration, taken or made before any Justice
of the Peace, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof
shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal
Servitude for the Term of Three Years, or to be imprisoned for any
Term not exceeding Two Years, with "or without Hard Labour, and
with or without Solitary Confinement.

As to forging the Name of the Accountant General, &c.:-33. Whosoever, with Intent to defraud, shall forge or alter any
Certificate, Report, Entry, Indorsement, Declaration of Trust, .Note,
Direction, Authority, Instrument, or Writing made or purporting or
appearing to be made by the Accountant General, or any other
Officer of the Court of Chancery in England or;Ireland, or by any
Judge or Officer of the Landed Estates Court in Ireland, or by any
Officer of any Court in England or Ireland, or by any Cashier or
other Officer or Clerk of the Governor and Company of the Bank
of England or Ireland, or the Name, Handwriting, or Signature- of
any such Accountant General, Judge, Cashier, Officer, or Clerk as
aforesaid, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any such Certificate, Report, Entry,. Indorsement, Declaration of Trust, Note,
Direction, Authority, Instrument, or Writing, knowing the same to
be forged or altered, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted
thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept
in Penal Servitude for any Term not exceeding Fourteen Years and
not less than Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not
exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or
without Solitary Confinement.

Forging
Name of
Accountant
General, &c.

of Court of
Chancery in
England or
Ireland,

or of any
Judge of
the Landed
Estates

Court in
Ireland.

As to falsely acknowledging Recognizances, &c.:-34. Whosoever, without lawful Authority or Excuse (the Proof Acknowco
inuzance,
Rewhereof shall lie. on the Party accused), shall an the Name o f any
e,
other
y

-

24° &

792

25°'VICTORIX, Cap.98.
Forgery.

other Person, acknowledge any Recognizance or Bail, or any CogBail, Cognovit, &c: in novit actionem, or Judgment, or any Deed or other Instrument,
the Name of
before
another.

any Court, Judge, or other Person lawfully authorized in
that Behalf, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof
shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal
Servitude for any Term not exceeding Seven Years and not less than
Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two
Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary
Confinement.
As to forging Marriage Licences

Forging or
uttering
Marriage
Licence or
Certificate.

:-

35. Whosoever shall forge or fraudulently alter any Licence of or
Certificate for Marriage, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any
such Licence or Certificate, knowing the same to be forged or fraudulently altered, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof
shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal
Servitude for any Term not exceeding Seven Years and not less
than Three Years,--or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or without
Solitary Confinement.

As to forging Registers of Births, Marriages, and Deaths

:-

36.

Whosoever shall unlawfully destroy, deface, or injure, or cause
permit to be destroyed, defaced, or injured, any Register of Births,
Births, Bap- or
tisms, Mar- Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths, or Burials which now is or hereafter
riages,
shall be by Law authorized or required to be kept in England or
Deaths, or
Forging

Registers of

Burials.

Ireland, or any Part of any such Register, or any certified Copy
of any such Register, or any Part thereof, or shall forge or fraudulently alter in any such Register any Entry relating to any
Birth, Baptism, Marriage, Death, or Burial, or any Part of any
such Register, or any certified Copy of such Register, or of any
Part thereof, or shall knowingly and unlawfully insert or cause or
permit to be inserted in any such Register, or in any certified Copy
thereof, any false Entry of any Matter relating to any Birth, Baptism,
Marriage, Death, or Burial, or shall knowingly and unlawfully give
any false Certificate relating to any Birth, Baptism, Marriage,
Death, or Burial, or shall certify any Writing to be a Cbpy or
Extract from any such Register, knowing such Writing, or the Part
of such Register whereof such Copy or Extract shall be so given,
to be false in any material Particular, or shall forge or counterfeit
the Seal of or belonging to any Register Office or Burial Board,
or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any such Register,
Entry, certified Copy, Certificate, or Seal, knowing the same to
be false, forged, or altered, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or

put
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put off any Copy of any Entry in any such Register, knowing
such Entry to be false, forged, or altered, shall be guilty of
Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for Life or for
any Term not less than Three Years,--or to be imprisoned for any
Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard Labour,
and with or without Solitary Confinement.

37. Whosoever shall knowingly and wilfully insert or cause
or permit to be inserted in any Copy of any Register directed or

Making
false Entries

in Copies of

required by Law to be transmitted to any Registrar or other Officer Register sent
any false Entry of any Matter relating to any Baptism, Marriage, to Registrar.
or Burial, or shall forge or alter, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or
put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, any Copy of
any Register so directed or required to be transmitted as aforesaid,
or shall knowingly and wilfully sign or verify any Copy of any
Register so directed or required to be transmitted as aforesaid, which
Copy shall be false in any Part thereof, knowing the same to be
false, or shall unlawfully destroy, deface, or injure, or shall for any
fraudulent Purpose take from its Place of Deposit, or conceal, any
such Copy of any Register, shall be guilty of Felony, and being
convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be
kept in Penal Servitude for Life or for any Term not less than
Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two
Years, with or without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary
Confinement.

As to demanding Property upon forged Instruments:38. Whosoever, with Intent to defraud, shall demand, receive, Demanding
or obtain, or cause or procure to be delivered or paid to any Property
upon
Person, or endeavour to receive or obtain, or to cause or procure Instruments.
to be delivered or paid to any Person, any Chattel, Money, Security
for Money, or other Property whatsoever, under, upon, or by virtue
of any forged or altered Instrument whatsoever, knowing the same
to be forged or altered, or under, upon, or by virtue of any Probate
or Letters of Administration, knowing the Will, Testament, Codicil,
or Testamentary Writing on which such Probate or Letters of Administration shall have been obtained to have been forged or altered,
or knowing such Probate or Letters of Administration to have been
obtained by any false Oath, Affirmation, or Affidavit, shall be guilty
of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for any Term
not exceeding Fourteen Years and not less than Three Years,-or
to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or
without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement.
As
9P

24° & 25° VICTORIIE, Cap.98.

794

Forgery.
As to other Matters

:-

Forging any
39. Where by this or by any other Act any Person is or
Instrument,
shall hereafter be made liable to Punishment for forging or altering,
de.

however
signated,
which is in

or for offering, uttering, disposing of, or putting off, knowing the
same to be forged or altered, any Instrument or Writing designated
Law a Will,
in
such Act by any special Name or Description, and such InstruBill of Exchange, &c. ment or Writing, however designated, shall
be in Law a Will,
Testament, Codicil, or Testamentary Writing, or a Deed, Bond,
or Writing Obligatory, or a Bill of Exchange, or a Promissory Note
for the Payment of Money, or an Indorsement on or Assignment
of a Bill of Exchange or Promissory Note for the Payment of Money,
or an Acceptance o' a Bill of Exchange, or an Undertaking, Warrant, Order, Authority, or Request for the Payment of Money, or an
Indorsement on or Assignment of an Undertaking, Warrant, Order,
Authority, or Request for the Payment of Money, within the true
Intent and Meaning of this Act, in every such Case the Person
forging or altering such Instrument or Writing, or offering, uttering,
disposing of, or putting off such Instrument or Writing, knowing the
same to be forged or altered, may be indicted as an Offender against
this Act, and punished accordingly.
-

40.

the forging or altering any Writing or Matter
the offering, uttering, disposing of, or putting off any
Documents
Writing or Matter whatsoever, knowing the same to be forged or
purportingto
altered, is,in this Act expressed to be an Offence, if any Person shall,
be made, or
in England or Ireland, forge or alter, or offer, utter, dispose of, or put
actually
made, out of off
knowing the same to be forged or altered, any such Writing or
England and
Matter in whatsoever Place or Country out of England and Ireland,
Ireland,
forging, &c. whether under
the Dominion of Her Majesty or not, such Writing
in England
or Matter may purport to be made or may have been made, and
or Ireland
Bills of
in whatever Language the same or any Part thereof may be expressed,
lExchange,
&c. purport- every such .Person, and every. Person aiding, abetting, or counselling
ing to be
such Person, shall be deemed to be an Offender within the Meaning
payable out
of
this Act, and shall be punishable thereby in the same Manner
of England
or Ireland.
as if the Writing or Matter had purported to be made or had
been made in England or Ireland; and if any Person shall in England
or Ireland forge or alter, or offer, utter, dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, any Bill of Exchange, or any
Promissory Note for the Payment of Money, or any Indorsement on
or Assignment of any Bill of Exchange or Promissory Note for the
Payment of Money, or any Acceptance of any Bill of Exchange, or
any Undertaking, Warrant, Order, Authority, or Request for the
Payment of Money, or for the Delivery or Transfer of any Goods
or Security;. or any Deed, Bond, or Writing Obligatory for the Payment of Money (whether such Deed, Bond, or Writing Obligatory
shall
Forging, &c.
Where
in Englan
or Irelandd whatsoever, or

;
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shall be made only for the Payment of Money, or for the Payment
of Money together with some other Purpose), or any Indorsement
on or Assignment of any such Undertaking, Warrant, Order, Authority, Request, Deed, Bond, or Writing Obligatory, in whatsoever
Place or Country out of England and Ireland, whether under the

Dominion of Her Majesty or not, the Money payable or secured by
such Bill, Note, Undertaking, Warrant, Order, Authority, Request,
Deed, Bond, or Writing Obligatory may be or may purport to be
payable, and in whatever Language the same respectively or any
Part thereof may be expressed, and whether such Bill, Note, Undertaking, Warrant, Order, Authority, or Request be or be not under
Seal, every such Person, and every Person aiding, abetting, or counselling such Person, shall be deemed to be an Offender within the
Meaning of this Act, and shall be punishable thereby in the same
Manner as if the Money had been payable or had purported to be
payable in England or Ireland.

41. If any Person shall commit any Offence against this Act, or Forgers, &c.
be tried
shall commit any Offence of forging or altering any Matter whatso- may
in the County
ever, or of offering, uttering, disposing of, or putting off any Matter where they
whatsoever, knowing the `same to be forged or altered, whether the are appreheinded or are
Offence in any such Case shall be indictable at Common Law, or by in Custody.
virtue of any Act passed or to be passed, every such Offender may
be dealt with, indicted, tried, and punished, in any County or Place
in which he shall be apprehended or be in Custody, in the same
Manner in all respects as if his Offence had been actually committed
in that County or Place ; and every Accessory before or after the
Fact to any such Offence, if the same be a Felony, and every
Person aiding, abetting, or counselling the Commission of any such
Offence, if the same be a Misdemeanor, may be dealt with, indicted,
tried, and punished, in any County or Place in which he shall be
apprehended or be in Custody, in the same Manner in all respects
as if his Offence, and the Offence of his Principal, had been actually
committed in such County or Place.
any Indictment for forging, altering, offering, uttering,
disposing, or putting off any Instrument it shall be sufficient to describe
such Instrument by any Name or Designation by which the same
may be usually known, or by the Purport thereof, without setting
out any Copy or Fac-simile thereof, or otherwise describing the same
or the Value thereof.

Description
of Instrument in
Indictments
for Forgery.

any Indictment for engraving or making the whole or
any Part of any Instrument, Matter, or Thing whatsoever, or for
using or having the unlawful Custody or Possession of any Plate
or

Description

42. In

43. In

of Instrument in

Indictments
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for engraving, &c.

Intent to
defraud particular Persons need not
be alleged or
proved.

Interpretation as to
criminal
Possession.

Search

for

or other Material upon which the whole or any Part of any Instrument, Matter, or Thing whatsoever shall have'been engraved or made,
or for having the unlawful Custody or Possession of any Paper upon
which the whole or any Part of any Instrument, Matter, or Thing
whatsoever shall have been made or printed, it shall be sufficient
to describe such Instrument, Matter, or Thing by any Name or
Designation by which the same may be usually known, without setting
out any Copy or Fac-simile of the whole or any Part of such Instrument, Matter, or Thing.

44. It

shall be sufficient, in any Indictment for forging, altering,
uttering, offering, disposing of, or putting off any Instrument whatsoever, where it shall be necessary to allege an Intent to defraud,
to allege that the Party accused did the Act with Intent to defraud,
without alleging an Intent to defraud any particular Person ; and on
the Trial of any such Offence it shall not be necessary to prove an
Intent to defraud any particular Person, but it shall be sufficient to
prove that the Party accused did the Act charged with an Intent
to defraud.

45.

Where the having any Matter in the Custody or Possession
of any Person is in this Act expressed to be an Offence, if any
Person shall have any such Matter in his personal Custody orPossession, or shall knowingly and wilfully have any such Matter in
the actual Custody or Possession of any other Person, or shall knowingly and wilfully have any such Matter in any Dwelling House or
other Building, Lodging, Apartment, Field, or other Place, open or
inclosed, whether belonging to or occupied by himself or not, and
whether such Matter shall be so had for his own Use or for the Use
or Benefit of another, every such Person shall be deemed and taken
to have such Matter in his Custody or Possession within the Meaning
of this Act.

46.

If it

shall be made to appear, by Information on Oath or

Paper or
Affirmation before a Justice of the Peace, that there is reasonable
Implements'
employed in Cause to believe that any Person has in his Custody or Possession,
any Forgery, without lawful
Authority or Excuse, any Note or Bill of the
and for
Governor and Company of the Bank of England or Ireland, or of
forged Instruments.
any Body Corporate,

Company, or Person carrying on the Business

of Bankers, or any Frame, Mould, or Implement for making Paper
in imitation of the Paper used for such Notes or Bills, or any such
Paper, or any Plate, Wood, Stone, or other Material having thereon
any Words, Forms, Devices, or Characters capable of producing or
intended to produce the Impression of any such Note or Bill, or any
Part thereof, or any Tool, Implement, or Material used or employed

or
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or intended to be used or employed in or about any of the Operations
aforesaid, or any forged Security, Document, or Instrument whatsoever, or any Machinery, Frame, Mould, Plate, Die, Seal, Paper, or
other Matter or Thing used or employed or intended to be used
or employed in the Forgery of any Security, Document, or Instrument
whatsoever, such Justice may, if he think fit, grant a Warrant to search
for the same ; and if the same shall be found upon such Search, it
shall be lawful to seize and carry the same before some Justice of
the County or Place, to be by him disposed of according to Law ;
and all such Matters and Things so seized as aforesaid shall by
Order of the Court where any such Offender shall be tried, or in
case there shall be no such Trial then by Order of some Justice of
the Peace, be defaced and destroyed or otherwise disposed of as
such Court or Justice shall direct.

47. Whosoever shall, after the Commencement of this Act, be Other
convicted of any Offence which shall have been subjected by any Act Punishments
substituted
or Acts to the same Pains and Penalties as are imposed by the Act for those of
passed in the Fifth Year of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, intituled the 5 Eliz.
c. 14:,,which
An Act against Forgers of false Deeds and Writings, for any of have been
pted
the Offences first enumerated in the said Act, shall be guilty of
in
ather Acts.
Felony, and shall, in lieu of such Pains and Penalties, be liable, at
the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for any
Term not exceeding Fourteen Years and not less than Three Years,or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with
or without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement.

48.

Where by any Act now in force any Person falsely
forging, counterfeiting, erasing, or altering any Matter
whatsoever, or uttering, publishing, offering, disposing of, putting
away, or making use of any Matter whatsoever, knowing the same
to have been falsely made, forged, counterfeited, erased, or altered,
or any Person demanding or endeavouring to receive or have any
Thing, or to do or cause to be done any Act, upon or by virtue
of any Matter whatsoever, knowing such Matter to have been falsely
made, forged, counterfeited, erased, or altered, would, according to
the Provisions contained in any such Act, be guilty of Felony, and
would, before the passing of the Act of the First Year of King
William the Fourth, Chapter Sixty-six, have been liable to suffer
Death as a Felon ; or where by any Act now in force any Person
falsely personating another, or falsely acknowledging any Thing in
the Name of another, or falsely representing any other Person than
the real Party to be such real Party, or wilfully making a false
Entry in any 'Book, Account, or Document, or in any Manner
wilfully falsifying any Part of any Book, Account, or Document, or
9 Q
wilfully

making,

AilForgeries
which were
Capital
before the
1 W. 4. c. 66.,
and are not

otherwise
punishable
under this
Act, shall be
punished
with Penal
Servitude
for Life, &c.
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Transfer of any Stock, Annuity, or Fund in the
Name of any Person not being the Owner thereof, or knowingly
taking any false Oath, or knowingly making any false Affidavit or
false Affirmation, or demanding or receiving any Money or other
Thing by virtue of any Probate or Letters of Administration,
knowing the Will on which such Probate shall have been obtained to
have been false or forged, or knowing such Probate or Letters of
Administration to have been obtained by means of any false Oath
or false Affirmation, would, according to the Provisions contained in
any such Act, be guilty of Felony, and would before the passing of
the said Act of the .First Year of King William the Fourth have
been liable to suffer Death as a Felon ; or where by any Act now in
force any Person making or using, or knowingly having in his
Custody or Possession, any Frame, Mould, or Instrument for the
making of Paper, with certain Words visible in the Substance
thereof, or, any Person making such Paper, or causing certain Words
to appear visible in the Substance of any Paper, would, according
to .the Provisions contained in any such Act, be guilty of Felony,
and would before the passing of the said Act of the First Year
of King. William the Fourth have been liable to suffer Death as a
Felon;, then, and in, each of the several Cases aforesaid, if any
Person shall after the Commencement of this Act be convicted of
any such Felony as is herein-before in this Section mentioned, or of
aiding, abetting, counselling, or procuring the Commission thereof,
and the same shall not be punishable under any of the other
Provisions of- this Act, every such Person shall be liable, at the
Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for Life or
for any Term not less than Three Years,-or to be imprisoned for

wilfully making

a

,

'

any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard Labour,
and with or without Solitary Confinement.

49. In the, Case of every Felony punishable under this Act,
every Principal in the Second Degree, and every Accessory before
Degree and
Accessories. the Fact, shall be punishable in the same Manner as the Principal in
Abettors in the First Degree is by this Act punishable ; and every Accessory
Mrsdemeaafter the Fact to any Felony punishable under this Act shall on
Conviction be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be imprisoned
for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard
Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement ; and every Person
who shall aid, abet, counsel, or procure the Commission of any
Misdemeanor punishable under this Act shall be liable to be
proceeded against, indicted, and punished as a principal Offender.
Principals
in the Second

Offences

committed
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50. All

indictable Offences mentioned in this Acts which shall
be committed within the Jurisdiction of the Admiralty
y o England or
Ireland
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Ireland shall be deemed to be Offences of the same Nature and liable Jurisdiction

to the same Punishments as if they had been committed upon the of the Ad
miralty
Land in England or Ireland, and may be dealt with, inquired of, tried,
and determined in any County or Place in England or Ireland in
which the Offender shall be apprehended or be in Custody, in the
same Manner in all respects as if they had been actually committed
in that County or Place ; and in any Indictment for any such
Offence, or for being an Accessory to such an Offence, the Venue
in the Margin shall be the same as' the 'Offence had been committed
in such County or Place, and the Offence shall be averred to have
been committed on "'the High Seas ;" provided that nothing herein
contained shall alter, or affect any of the Laws relating to the
Government of Her Majesty's Land or Naval Forces.

if

51. Whenever any Person shall be convicted of a Misdemeanor
under this Act it shall be lawful for the Court, if it shall think
fit, in addition to or in lieu of any of the Punishments by this Act
authorized, to fine the Offender, and to require him to enter into his
own Recognizances, and to find Sureties, both or either, for keeping the
Peace and being of good Behaviour ; and in all Cases of Felonies
in this Act mentioned it shall be lawful for the Court, if it shall 'think
fit, to require the Offender to enter into his own Recognizances, and
to find Sureties, both or either, for keeping the Peace, in addition to
any of the Punishments by this Act authorized; provided that no
Person shall be imprisoned under this Clause for not finding Sureties
for any Period exceeding One Year.

52. Whenever Imprisonment, with or without Hard Labour,
may be awarded for any Offence under this Act, the Court may
sentence the Offender to be imprisoned, or to be imprisoned and kept
to Hard Labour, in the Common Gaol or House of Correction.

Fine and
Sureties for
keeping the
Peace ; in
what Cases.

Hard Labour.

53. Whenever Solitary Confinement may

be awarded for any SolitaryConOffence under this Act, the Court may direct the Offender to be finement.
kept in Solitary Confinement for any Portion or Portions of his
Imprisonment, or of his Imprisonment with Hard Labour, not exceeding One Month at any One Time, and not exceeding Three Months
in any One Year.

54. The Court before which any indictable Misdemeanor against The Costs of
this Act shall be prosecuted or tried may allow the Costs of the ' te o secuProsecution in the same Manner as in Cases of Felony ; and every Misdemeanor
this
Order for the Payment of such Costs shall be made out, and the against
may
Sum of Money mentioned therein paid and repaid, upon the same allowed.
Terms and in the same Manner in all respects a3 in Cases of Felony.
55. Nothing
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55. Nothing in this Act contained shall extend to Scotland,

extend to
Scotland.

except as otherwise herein-before expressly provided.

Commencement of Act.

56. This Act shall commence and take effect on the First Day
of November One .thousand eight hundred and sixty-one.

LONDON:
Printed by GEORGE EDWARD EYRE and WILLIAM SPOTTISWOODE
Printers to the Queen's most Excellent Majesty. 1861.

