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Cap. xxxviil.

An Act for erecting and maintaining new Pubhc
Offices for the County of Aberdeen, for altermg "
and enlarging the present Record Office of the
County, and for other Purposes. [5th June 1851.]

HEREAS the Building in which the Public Records of the
County of Aberdeen are now kept has no Accommodation
for the Custody and Preservation of the said Records other

than the Rooms which are used as Offices for the Transaction of the

Public Business of the County: And whereas the said Building is

much too small, and altogether defective in its Arrangements, both for

. the Custody of the said Records and for affording Accommodation

for the due Despatch of the Public Business of the said County, and

is also not sufhiciently protected from Fire: And whereas it is im-

portant and necessary, for the Protection of the Rights and Interests of

all the Proprietors of Lands in the said County, and of the Commis-
sioners of Supply and' other Officers and Persons connected with the
said County and interested in the Records thereof, that sufficient

Accommodation should be immediately provided for the Deposit and

safe Custody of the said Records, and that the Building in which the

same are deposited should be better protected from Fire : And whereas
it would be of great Public Advantage if a new Building of suitable

o [ Local.] 67 Extent
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Extent were erected for the Accommodatlon of the different Pubhc
Offices of the County, and if Powers were granted for altering the
present Building in which the Public Records of the County are now
kept, and for protecting the same and the Records deposited and to be
deposited therein from Fire: And whereas it would be highly bene-
ficial to the said County if the Commissioners of Supply of the said
County were authorized to provide such additional Building for the
Public Offices, and to alter the existing Building for the safe Custody
of the Public Records, and to raise Money for such Purposes, and for
the Maintenance and Repair of such Buildings, and for other Purposes:
And whereas the said beneficial Objects and Purposes aforesaid cannot
be effected without the Authority of Parhiament: May it therefore
please Your Majesty that it may be enacted ; and be it enacted by
the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and
Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this
present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same,

I. That the Commissioners of Supply of the County of Aberdeen
for the Time being, duly qualified and acting as such Commuissioners,
shall be and they are hereby nominated and appointed Commissioners

- for executing the several Powers and Authorities by this Act vested

in them 3 and such Powers and Authorities may be lawfully executed -
by the said Commissioners at any of their Ordinary Meetings, or at any
Special Meeting of which Notice, stating the Objects of such Meeting,

- shall have been given, or at any Meeting of the Commussioners to be

Interpre-
tation of
T erms.

FirstMeeting
of Commis-

- gloners,

held under the Provisions of this Act.

II. That in the Construction of this Act and of the Acts incor-
porated herewith the following Words and Expressions shall have
the Meanings hereby assigned to them, unless there be something in
the Subject or Context repugnant to such Construction; (that is

to say,)

The Word ‘¢ Commissioners” shall mean the Commissioners of

~ Supply for the Time being of the County of Aberdeén, duly

qualified and acting as such Commissioners :

The Word ¢ Committee ° shall mean any Committee of such Com-
missioners nominated by them for executing all or any of the
Powers by this Act vested in the Commissioners :

The Word ¢ Clerk ” shall mean the Clerk, or the joint Clerks if the
Office be vested 1n more than One Person, for the Time being, of
the Commissioners of Supply of the said County; and i the
Case of joint Clerks the Duties by this Act imposed upon the
Clerk may be exercised by either of such joint Clerks.

III. That the Commissioners shall hold thewr Kirst Meeting at

Aberdeen on the Third Twesday next after the passing of this Act, or
= as,
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as soon after such Day as convemently may be, at, the Hour of Twelve
at Noon, and shall proceed to put thls Act in execution.

IV. That any Three of the Commissioners. ma,y at any Time require SpF,;cial
the Clerk to call a Special Meeting of the Commissioners for any of ?nl;a};gglfel q
the Purposes of this' Act or connected therewith. ’ |

V. That at evefyl Meetiné of the Commissioners for any of the I;resteil mt be
Purposes of this Act One of the Commissioners present shall be elected ¢ . u,

every Meet-
Preses by the Majority of Votes of the Commissioners present at such ing.

Meeting.

- VI. That at all Meetings of the Commissioners the Questions there Manner of
conmdered shall be'decided by the Votes of” the Majority present, and voLing.
if there be an equal Division of Votes upon any Question the Preses
at such Meeting shall, in addition to his own Vote as a Commissioner,
have a Second or Casting Vote: Provided always, that if at any such
Meeting there be an Equality of Votes in the Election of the Preses it

shall be decided by Lot which of the Commissioners having an equal
Number of Votes shall be Preses.

VII That at -all Ordinary and Spe01al Meetings of the Commis- Quorum of
sioners for the. Purposes of this Act any Five of them shall be a ;gl':‘e‘;‘fs‘s
Quorum, ‘and no Business shall be transacted at any such Meeting
unless the said Number of Cominissioners be present.

VIII. That the Commissioners present at such First Meeting, or at Meetings of
any Ordinary or Special Meeting, or at any adjourned Meeting, may Srgnllln;;fsg;“’
from Time to Time adjowrn such Meeting to the same or any other adjourned
Place within the County of Aberdeen; and if at any Meeting of the It g Lime
Commissioners there be not Five Commlssmners present within One o Sme.
Half Hour after the Time appointed for such Meeting, the Commis-

‘sioners present, or the major Part of them, or any One Commissioner
'1f only One be present, or their Clerk if no Commissioner be present,

may adjourn such Meetmg to another Day at the same or any other
Place within the County of Aberdeen.

IX. That the Notice of the First Meeting of the said Commissioners How Notices
for executing the Purposes of this Act, and the Notice of every Special GI: %{fﬁ;ﬂgs
Meeting of the Commissioners in pursuance thereof, shall be given by sioners are
Advertisement in any One Newspaper usually circulated through the to be given.
County of Aberdeen, at least Eight clear Days before the Day ap-
pointed for holding such Special Meeting, and shall specify the Time
and Place of Meeting, and in case of a Special Meeting shall specify
the Object thereof ; and no Business shall be transacted at any Special

Meeting except such as is stated n the Notice thereof.
+ - X. That
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Commis- X. That the Commissioners may, it they shall thmk fit, at any
Z‘SEE:’; % Meeting, from Time to Time appoint a Committee or Committees to

Committee. carry into effect all or any of the Purposes of this Act which in
~ the Opinion of the Commissioners would be better regulated and
managed by means of such Committee, and they may fix the Quorum
of any such Committee, and may continue, alter, or discontinue such
Committee, and may delegate to such Committee all or such of the
Powers hereby granted to the Commissioners as the Commissioners
may think proper.

Quorum of XI. That every Committee so appointed may meet from Time

Committees. ¢, Time, and may adjourn from Place to Place, as they may
think proper, for carrying into effect the Purposes of their Appoint-
ment ; and at all Meetings of the Committee One of the Members
present shall be appointed Preses; and all Questions shall be deter-
mined by a Majority of the Votes of the Members present, and in case
of an equal Division of Votes the Preses shall have a Casting Vote,
in addition to his Vote as a Member of the Commuittee.

Informalities ~ XII. That all Proceedings of the Commissioners, or of a Com-

in the Ap- pittee of Commissioners, or of any Person acting as a Commissioner,

pomntment of

Commission- Shall, notmthstandmg it be afterwards discovered that there was some

ers 1;9; to Def'ect mn the Appointment of any such Commissioners or Persons

?EI’]:oacleeadtiigs_ acting as aforesald, or that they or any of them were disqualified, be
as valid as if every such Person had been duly appointed, and was

qualified to be a Commissioner.

Proceedings ~ XIII. That the Commissioners shall cause Entries of all the Pro- .
&0 ZEBT;EPM ceedings of the Commissioners under the Powers of this Act, and of
and when  every Committee appointed by them, with the Names of the Commis-
signed shall sioners who shall attend each Meeting, to be duly made from Time to
in Evidence. 1ime 1n Books to be provided for that Purpose, which shall be kept by
the Clerk, under the Superintendence of the Commissioners ; and every
such Entry shall be signed by the Preses of the Meeting at which the
Proceeding took place; and such Entry, so signed, shall be. received
as Evidence in all Courts, and before all Judges, Justices, and others,
without Proof of such Meeting having been duly convened or held, or
of the Persons attending such Meeting having been or being Commis- .
sioners or Members of Committees respectively, or of the Signature of
the Preses, or of the Fact of his having been Preses, all of which last-
mentioned Matters shall be presumed, until the contrary is proved; and
such Books shall at all reasonable Times be open to the Inspection of
any of the Commlssmners, and of any Mortgagee of the Rates autho-

rized by this Act.

XIV. That
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XIV. That all the Clauses and Provisions of ¢ The Commissioners Certain Pro.
Clauses Act, 1847,” with respect to the following Matters, that is ;rg'l;nflc"ffict__
to say, - ¢. 16. incor-

With respect to the Construction of the Act, and any Act Incorpo- fﬁf’ﬁh‘“th

rated therewith ;

With respect to the Contracts to be entered into and the Deeds to

be executed by the Commissioners ;
With respect to the Liabilities of the Commissioners, and to legal”
Proceedings by or against the Commissioners ;

With respect to the Appointment and Accountability of the Officers

of the Commissioners ; |

With respect to the Mortgages to be executed by the Commis-

sioners, except Sections 86 and 87, with respect to the Appoint-
ment of a Receiver;

With respect to the Accounts to be kept by the Commissioners ;

With respect to giving Notices and Orders; and

With respect to Access to the Special Act, |
Shall be incorporated with this Act, and be applicable to the Objects
and Purposes thereof.

XV. That for the Purpose of enabling the Commissioners to Power to
defray the Costs and Expense of purchasing Liands, and of erecting and R‘I’”’OW
oney on
fitting up, furnishing, and completing the propoqed new Building, and Mortgage
of making such Alterations and Improvements in the said existing of Rates.
Building' as may be found necessary, and of furnishing and fitting
up the saime, and also the Costs and Expense of and mcident to the
obtaining and passing this Act, and carrying the several Powers and
Provisions thereof into execution, it shall be lawful for the Commus-
sioners, with the Authority of any Ordinary or Special Meeting of the
Commissioners, from Time to Time to borrow at Interest any Sum of
Money which, together with any Sum previously borrowed for the
Purposes of this Act, shall not exceed mm the whole the Sum of
Seven thousand Pounds, on Mortgage of the Rates and Assessments
by this Act authorized to be assessed and levied, and for securing
the Monies so to be borrowed, with Interest, not exceeding the Rate of
Kive Pounds per Centum per Annum, to assign over the said Rates or
Assessments, or any Part thereof, to the Persons who. shall advance
such Money, or to any Trustee for them, as a Security for the Payment
of the Money so to be borrowed, together with Interest for the same ;
and every such Assignment may be executed, in the Name and on
behalf of the Commissioners, by the Preses of the Ordinary or Special
Meceting of the Commissioners at which the Sum of Money to be

thereby secured was authorized or directed to be borrowed,

XVI That the Sum to be set apart and approprlated out of the Sum to be

Rates and Assessments as a Sinking Fund to be apphed in paying off ;e‘é?fli‘:gas

[ Local.] 6 K the Fung for the
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i’flymenlg of the Principal Sums which shall have been borrowed or secured on
mﬁ,‘;ﬁf " Mortgage of such Rates and Assessments shall be in each Year not
less than One Fourteenth Part of the Monies from Time to Time so

borrowed or secured.

ExPinses XVIIL That the Costs and Expenses of any Mortgages, and also the
i’tl%h’ﬁegr:;; Interest to become due upon or m respect of such Mortgages, may be
may be paid pald by the Commussioners out of any Rates or Assessments received

out of gene- 1y therm, or out of the Monies to be borrowed by the Commissioners
ral Fund. .
under the Powers of this Act.

Appoint- XVIII. That the Commissioners at their Ordinary Meeting on the
?;E‘;ﬁt‘éis Thirtieth Day of April or the First Day of May in each Year shall
~ appoint One or more Persons to be Auditor or Auditors, to audit the
Accounts of the Commissioners, and shall pay to such Auditors such
Sum by way of Remuneration for-their Trouble as the Commissioners

shall-think reasonable. '

8 & 9 Vict. XIX. That ¢ 'The Lands Clauses Consolidation (Scotland) Act,

Cn 18- incar"‘

porated with 1845, shall be incorporated with and form Part of this Act.
this Act.

P?{W?“ to X X. That, subject to the Provisions in this and in the said Lands
fﬁ gchzgg;’e Clauses Consolidation (Scotland) -Act contained, it shall be lawful for
annexed. the Commissioners to enter upon, take, and use all or any Part of the

Houses and Lands and other Hereditaments mentioned m the Schedule
to this Act annexed, and all Estates and Interests, of what Kind soever,
therein or in any Part thereof.

Errors and XX, That if any Omission, Mis-statement, or wrong Description
8;1’;?55{25 " shall have been made of any Lands, or of the Owners, Lessees, or
may be cor- Qccupiers of any Lands, mentioned in the Schedule to this Act
rf;'f?ﬂ':g;ces annexed, the Commissioners, after giving Ten Days Notice to the
whoshall  Owners, Lessees, and Occupiers of the Lands affected by such pro-
certify the  poged Corrections, may apply to Two Justices for the Correction
SHne thereof ; and if 1t appear to such Justices that such Omission, Mis-
statement, or wrong Description arose from Mistake, they shall certify
the same accordingly, and they shall in such Certificate state the Par-
ticulars of any such Omission, Mis-statement, or wrong Description ;
Certificate to and such Certificate shall be deposited with the Principal Sheriff Clerk
be deposited. of the County of dberdeen, and such Certificate shall be kept by
such Principal Sheriff Clerk ; and thereupon the said Schedule shall
be deemed to be corrected according to such Certificate, and the
Commissioners may take any Lands, in accordance with such Cer-
tificate, as if such Omission, Mis-statement, or wrong Description had

not been made.

XXII. That
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~ XXII. That it shall be lawful for the Commissioners to agree Wlth Power to

the Owners of any other Houses or Lands which the Commissioners Purchase

.. . _ . otherGround,
may think desirable to purchase for better effecting the Objects and py Agree-
Purposes of this Act, for the absolute Purchase, for a Consideration in ment with
Money, of any such Houses or Lands, and of all subsisting or other the Owners.
Interests thercin, and of all Charges thereon and Incumbrances af-
fecting any such Houses or Lands, and all Rights to which such
Houses or Lands may be subject, and all other Estates or Interests in

such Houses or Lands, of what Kind soever.

XXIII. That all Houses and Lands which shall be purchased by Property
the Commissioners for the Purposes of this Act, and all Rights of Pro- purchased to

be vested in
perty and Servitude connected therewith, sha,ll be conveyed to and certain Pub-

feudally vested in the Sheriff Clerk and the Clerk of Supply of the ' Officers.
County for the Time being respectively, and their respective Suc- -
cessors in Office, but in trust nevertheless for the Commissioners, and

to permit such Houses, Lands, and Property to be used for all or any

of the Purposes of this Act, and to convey and dispose of the same

for any Purpose authorized by this Act, at such Times and m such

Manner as the Commissioners shall from Time to ‘T'ime direct.

XXI1V. That it shall be lawful for the Commissioners to erect and Power to
build, upon any Ground or Land to be purchased by them under the ge: 2"
Powers of this Act, a new Building, of such Dimensions, and according
to such Plans and Elevations, and containing such Rooms and other
Conveniences, as the Commissioners shall from Time to Time think
necessary or expedient, and suited for Offices for the convement con-
ducting and carrying on the Public Business of the County, and also
for the Accommodation, Preservation, and safe Custody of the Public

Records thereof.

XXYV. That, for the Purpose of enabling the Commissioners to Power to

make a Passage or Communication, if the same shall be found neces- make a o-
veredPassage

sary, to the present Record Office of the County situate on the West over a cer-
Side of King Street, it shall be lawful for the Commissioners to make tan Lane.
and construct a covered Passage over the Street or Lane leading from
the Lodge Walk to Queen Street, past the East Entry to the Poultry
Market in Aberdeen, at such Elevation above the Level of the Surface
of the said Liane as the Commissioners shall think fit, but so as to

leave sufficient Headway for the convenient Passage -of Carriages
under the same.

XXVI. That when the Commissioners shall have completed the When new

said new Building and Offices, and the same shall be fit for the Use plgteq: Gom.

of the Public Officers for whom the same have been made, 1t shall be missioners

may appor-
lawful for the Commissioners to direct and require the_ same to be oY MY

used amongst the
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used by such Officers for the transacting theremn of the Public Business
of their respective Offices ; and the Commissioners are hereby empow-
ered to apportion the Rooms in the said new Building and the said
Offices among the Public Officers aforesaid m such Manner as to the
Commissioners shall seem most expedient for the Accommodation of
the Public Business of the County; which Apportionment the Com-
missioners shall be and are hereby empowered to alter from Time to
Time, in such Manner as to them shall appear fitting or necessary.

XXVII. That upon such new Building and Offices being so com-
pleted and occupied, it shall be lawful for the Commissioners to cause
the Building and Rooms now used for the Custody and Preservation
of the Public Records aforesaid, and as Offices, to be altered, fitted
up, and repaired, ventilated, and made fire-proof, or otherwise pro-
tected from Fire, and in all other respects made fit for the safe Cus-
tody and Preservation of the Public Records of the County therein,
and to make such Additions thereto, and such Provisions for the Pre-
servation and safe keeping of the said Records therein, as the Com-
missioners shall from Time to Time think proper.

XXVIIL That the Commissioners, before beginning to build or
furnish and fit up the proposed new Building, and before beginning to
alter, furnish, and fit up the said existing Building, shall procure a
Plan and Elevation of the proposed Building, and a Plan of the pro-
posed Alterations in the said existing Building, and in each Case a
Plan of all the accessary and necessary Erections and Accommoda-
tions to be made, and Estimates of the whole Expense of the proposed
Work to be made and delivered to them and the Plan and Estimate
of any such proposed Work shall be approved of by the Commuis-
sioners before any Contract for the Execution thereof shall be entered
into on their Behalf.

XXIX. That 1t shall be lawftul for the Commissioners, at their
Iirst or at any Ordinary or Special Meeting, from Time to Time to
assess upon all Heritors of Lands and Fishings within the Landward
Part of the County of Aberdeen, and rated in the Cess and Valuation
Books of the said County of Aberdeen, and upon all Heritors of Lands
and Fishings locally situated within the Landward Part of the said
County of Aberdeen, but not rated in the Cess and Valuation Books
thereof, such Sums as the Commissioners shall from Time to Time
deem necessary and sufficient for completing, maintaining, and keepmng
in repair the said Buildings, and for paying the Interest of the Money
to be borrowed under this Act, and for setting aside the Sum by this
Act directed to be set apart to form a Sinking Fund for the Liquida-
tion of the Principal Money so to be borrowed, and otherwise carrying

into execution the Powers of this Act.
7 XXX. That
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XXX. That the Rates and Assessments by this Act authorized Assessments

shall be assessed and levied upon the same Principle and in the same ;° Sb;n_}zﬁ“?‘d
Manner, and shall be collected and received by the same Collectors Manner as
or Persons, as. the Rates and Assessments authorized to be assessed Asses“‘g’z‘%s
and levied upon the Landward Parts of Counties under the Powers %I:cf rc, 49,
and for the Purposes of the: Act.2 and 3 Vict. Cap. 42., to 1mprove

Prisons and Prison Discipline in Scotland, are by such Act directed

or authorized to be assessed, levied, and collected respectively, with

this Variation, that for every IFive Pounds Scoés that shall be assessed

on every Hundred Pounds Scofs of the valued Rent of Property con-

tained in the Cess. and Valuation Books of the said County of Aber-

deen there shalli be assessed the Sum of Three Farthings Sterling on

every Pound Sterling of the annual Value of Property locally situated

within the Landward Part of the said County, but not valued 1n the

sald Cess and Valuation Books; and all the Powers ‘and Provisions

of the said Act for the assessing, levying, collecting, recovering, and
receiving the Rates or Assessments thereby authorized shall apply

and may be exercised and put in force by the Commissioners for
assessing, levying, collecting, recovering, and receiving the Rates

and Assessments by this Act authorized: Provided always; that
Fourteen Years after the passmg of this Act, or at such earlier Time

as the whole Principal Money hereby authorized. to be borrowed by

the Commissioners, together with the Interest due thereon, shall have

been paid, the Powers hereby given to the Commissioners to levy

Rates and Assessments as aforesaid shall cease and determine.

XXXI. That after the whole of the Principal: Money which shall WhenMoney
be borrowed by the Commissioners under the Amthority of this Act, ;1’;8%15?&1“9
and all Interest in respect thereof, shall have been fully paid; then, from ings has been
Time to Time and all Times thereafter, the Costs and Expense of tp}?;%‘:ﬁ (f::fg’;
maintaining, keeping 1n repair, and altering or extending the Record to be main-
Office for the Time being of the said County, and the Public Offices tamed out
and Buildings. connected therewith, and of otHerwise carrying: into zilﬁ? e
execution the Powers. of this: Act, shall ‘be paid and discharged by the «Rogue
Commissioners. out: of the County Rates of the said County: which oY
for the Time being: shall be levied by the said Commissioners within the
Landward Part of the said. County:of -4berdeen under’ the IName. of
‘“Rogue Money ;” and for:the Purpose of defraying such Expenses, it
shall be lawful for the said Commissioners. to assess: and: levy such
increased- or ‘additional Amount of the said County Rates called
‘“ Rogue Money.” as they shall from Time to Time deem necessary: for
the Purposes authorized by this Act. ' -

XXXII. That the Collectors and Persons by whom the Rates and Rates m;hen
Assessments by this Act authorized shall be collected and received ;. ¢ : o

be paid into

shall from Time to Time pay all Sums of Money which shall be such Bank
[Local.] 6 L received 2 the Com-
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received by them in respect of such Rates or Assessments into such
Bank or Banks as the Commissioners shall from Time to Time direct ;
and all Sums of Money which shall be received in respect of such
Rates or Assessments, and also all Sums of Money which shall be
raised by the Commissioners by Mortgage of such Rates or Assess-

ments, shall be applied to the several Purposes authorized by this
Act. |

XXXIII. That the Clauses of * The Railways Clauses Consol-
dation (Scotland) Act, 1845, with respect to the Recovery of
Damages not specially p10V1ded for, and to the Determination of any
other Matter referred to the Shenff or to Justices, shall be incorpo-
rated with this Act, and such Clauses shall apply to this Act and to

the Commussioners respectively, and shall be construed as if the Word

‘“ Commissioners” -had been inserted therein instead of the Word
“ Company.”

XXXIV. That all Things in this Act, or any Act incorporated
herewith, authorized or required to be done by Two Justices, may
and shall be done by the Sheriff of the County or his Substitute.

XXXYV. That every Person who upon any Examination upon
Oath under the Provisions of this Act, or of any Act incorporated
herewith, shall wilfully and corruptly give false Kvidence, shall be
liable to the Penalties of wilful and corrupt Perjury.

XXXVI. Thatin citing this Act in any Act of Parhhament, in legal
Instruments or Proceedings, in Notices, Advertisements, or other

Documents, it shall be sufficient to use the Expression * The Aberdeen
County Records and Public Offices Act, 1851.”

XXXVIIL That the Costs, Charges, and Expenses of or mcident
to the applying for, obtaining, and passing of this Act shall be paid out
of the Monies which shall be assessed and levied and come to the
Hands of the Commissioners by virtue of this Act; and in the mean-
time, and until the Commissioners shall receive sufficient Money for
such Purposes, under the Powers of this Act, it shall be lawful for the
Commissioners to advance and pay the same out of any Monies now
in their Hands or under their Control belonging to the said County,
and applicable to the general Purposes thereof, or out of the Monies
which the Commissioners may borrow upon the Credit of the Rates
and Assessments authorized by this Act.

SCHE-
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