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Cap.47.

An A& fommprovmg the Lower End of the Barrzer
Bank, between Salter’s .Lode and Welchés Dam
.Brza’ge, 1n the [/l 9f E{y, and Counties of Cambrzdge
and Nmﬁ/é | [ I 8th A_przl 1810.}

7 HEREAS, certain Fén Lands and Lcsw Grounds lymg and bemg
_5 'in"the Manors and Parithes of Upwell, Welney, Denver, Maney,

Doddington, Downham, Witchford, Wentwarth, Chatteris, and a
weertain extra-parochial Place called Welche’s Dam, within the I/le of Ely, and
xefpettive Counties of Caimbridge and Norfolk, containing by Eftimation
“T'wenty thoufand Acres or thereabouts, and bounded as followeth ; (that is to
{ey ) from the Bedford Bank, ataPlacecalled Salter’s Lode, commumcatmg by .. .
a Ruver called Well Creek, from thence along by Popham’s Eau, to a Place -
-called the Sixteen Feet River or Drain, and from thence to a,Place called
the. Forty Feet River or Drain, and from thence along by the faid River or
Drain,to’aPlace called The Old Bedford River at Welche's Dam, and from .
thence along by the faid River to Sa/ter’s Lode aforefaid, have:lately been -
.overflowed and annoyed with- Water, by realon of the Ipfufﬁmency of the
- Outfall by Wellnore Lake, which dlf(:ﬂ’lrges the Land Waters to -the Seéa,
and the Barrier Bank being incapable. of fuftaining. the . great weight of
Water, ‘the faid Lands are thereby greatly diminithed in their Value; to the:
great Lofs of the feveral Owners and Proprietors thereof, and the Publick
‘n general ;- And whereas the Whole of.the faid Lands are within the
Drainage, but only-a Part thereof under the Controul or fubjeét to any
Afleflment for draiming by the Governor, Baihfls, and Confervators of the
%Great Level of the Fens called .Bedford Lew! but the 0wners and Pro-.
[Lac. & Per. ] 124 o - prietors
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prietors of ‘the free Lands are neverthelefs willing under the Circumftances

of the late heavy Demands upon the faid Governor, Bailifts, and Confer-
wvators, arifing from the Breaches of Bank and Inundations in the faid Great
:Level, during the laft Yedr, to affift the faid Governor, Bailiffs, and Con-
fervators in the Reparation of the faid Barrier Bank and Improvement
-of the faid Outfall, whereby the faid Fen Lands may be drained and pre-
ferved fo as to reftore them to their Value ¢+ And whereas thie Owners and
:Proprietors of the faid Lands are defirous of contributing to the Repair
-of the faid Barrier Bank and Improvement of the faid OQutfall, and to
‘making, altering, and repairing fuch new and other Works as may be ne-
ceflary for the prefervation, draining, and improving the faid Lands, and

tor that Purpofe to raife fufficient Sums of Money by Affefiments, Rates,

-and Taxes upon their faid Lands ; but as the fame cannot be done without
‘the Authority of Parliament, may 1t therefore pleale Your Majefty that

it may-be enafted, amd be it enacted by the King’s molt Excellent Majelty,

by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Yemporal,

and Comions, 1n this prefent Parliament aflembled, ard by the Authority
of the.fame, That the Lord or Lords, Lady or Ladies of the refpe&ive

Manors and Parithes of Upwell, Welney, Denver, Maney, Doddingion,
Downham, Witchford, Wentworth, Chatteris, and a certain extra Parochial
Place called Welche's Dam, and therr Stewards, and the Rettors and Vi-
-cars refpectively for the Time bemg, William Plummer Atkinfon, Morley
Beart, John Clark, Jofeph Clemenfon, Jobn Crofs, Jofeph Cole, William

Dunftan, John Failes, John Hills, William Jones, William Lee, James Lee,

Thomas Martin, Robert Smart, Thomas Skecls, William Whitting, Hugh
Weol, and Thomas Wright, ihall be and are nereby appoimnted Commiflion-
érs for putting this Act into Execution, in the Manner and for the feveral
:Purpoles herein-after exprefled and declargd. |

11 “And be it further efia@ted, That it Thall be lawful for the faid Com.

Tiffioners from Time .to Time, to appoint any other Perfon or Perfons
who fhall.be qualified as herein-after mentioned,. to be a Commiflioner or
“Comimiflioners to a& in-the Execution of tiis A&, ({ubje@ neverthelefs
-tfo the Provifions hereiri-after contained), and fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall
have thefame Powers and :Authorities in all refpects whatfoever, as he or

- they. would have had or been entitled to, if he or they had been herein

‘Tlé&ion of
new. Com-

muflioners.

.exprefsly named and appointed.

- 1. And be it further ended, That f.:t:&}'i*cSn the Death, Refignation, or-

Refitfal t6 a@t of any of the ‘Commiffioners herein-before named, or to be
‘appoifited 4s herein-befoie ar herein-after direted, -or in cafe any of them
{hall ceafe to be qualified as herein.after mentioned, (other than and ex-
cept the Lotd or Lords, Lady or Ladies of the faid Manors of Upwell,
Welney, Dervéry Maney, Diddington, Downbam, Witchford, Wentwor:h,

Chattéris, and a gertain extra-parochial Place called Welche’s Dam, and:

-their .refpeltive Stewards or Agents for the Time being, and the Rec-

tors and Vicars of Upiwell, Welney, Dentver, Maney, Doddington, Dows~

-bam, -Witehford, Wentworth, Chatteris, and a-certain extra-parochial ‘Place

Galled Welehé’s Dam, refpectively for the Time being), it thall: and may be
Jdawhdl. for the furviving or conti-nuing Commuffioners aflembled 2t any

-

Meeting -to be held as herein-after mentioned, from Time to Time to ap-

wpoint oné other Perfon-to be a Commiffioher m the Place of each and
«very Commiffioner fo dying, refigning, or refuling to alt, or becoming’

T ao* | | | dlfquﬂhﬁEﬂg
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-difqualified, but {'iibie& neverthelefs to the Provifion next herein-ifier con-
tained ; and every new Commiflioner to be from Timé to Tiiie ap.

pomted as aforefaid, fhall have the like Powers and Authornities for cara

‘TyIng this At into Executlon it all refpelts whatfoever, as the Cormmif-

fioner in whofe Room or Stead he fhall be appointed, was lrwefted with
by virtue of this Act. *

IV. Provided neverthelefs and be it further eha&ed That the Num- The Numbes
sber of Commifhioners thall not exceed at any one Timie Smty in the Whole, i‘if Commif-
exclufive of -the Lord or Lords, Lady or Ladies of the relpeive Manors tfif;:;?;'
-of Upwell, Welney, Dewver, Maney, Deoddington, Daewnham, Witehford,

Wentworth, Chatteris, and a certain extra-parochial Place called Welche's
~.Dam, and their refpeitive Stewards or Agents for the Time being, and the
Rectors and Vicars of Upwell, Welney, Denver, Maney, Doddingtan, Down-
bamy, Witchford, Wentworth, Chatteris, and a certamn extra,parochial Place
-called Welche’s Dam, for the Time Lcmg refpectively. '

V. Provided alfo, That no Perfon appointed by this A& and to be ap- Multbe p
“wpointed and elefted as aforefaid, fhall be deemed a Commiflioner, -or autho- g";;e;zf >
rized-or allowed -or be competent to alt as a Gomuuflioner under thls A€t, Land.
unlefs fuch Perfons fhall be refpetively Owners and Proprietors of at leaft
TFifty Acres of free Land, notadventure l.and, Part of the faid Fen Land
above delcribed, fave and except the {aid Lords and Ledies of Manors,
and the faid Re@tors and Vicars, from whom no Qualification 1s hereby
required, thewr Stewards and Agents s
" VI. And be 1t further enatted, That if ; any Perfon, or Lord or Lady Qf Pﬁnﬁlt? on
any Munor, not being lo thﬁed as atorefaid, fhall a¢t as a Commiflioner ier:f;?bzﬁ-
in the Execution of this A<t, he or the fhall for every fuch Offence forfeit ngahﬁed 8
and pay the Sum of Fifty Pounds, to be recovered with full Cofts of Suit
by any Perfon or Perfons who fhall {fue for the fame in any of His Majefty’s
3 (,ourts of Record at Weftmin/ter, or m the Court of Pleas to be held within
the Ifle of Ely, by Bill, Plaint, Suit, or Information, wherein no Effoign,
Protection, Privilege, or Wager of Law, nor more than one Imparlance
fhall be allowed and in fuch Acion or Suit it fhall be only neceflary for
the Plaintift or Informer to prove that the Defendant aéted as fuch Com-
miflioner In the Execution of this A&, and a Verdit {fhall be found agalnﬂ:
fuch Defendant, unlefs he thall prove in his Defence that he was’ at the ;

"Time of his {o a&mg, properly qualified to act a,ccordmg to the true Inten
and ] V.[eamng of this Act. ~

- VII. And beit further ena,&ed “That the faid- Commlﬁioners fhall hold M'eetmgs of
:their Firlt Meeting at'the Five Bells Inn in Upwell aforefaid, on the Third the Commil-

Wfdnq/'dczy after the pafhng of this Act, at Eleven of the Clock in the Fore- 2332:‘;;1:;:63
moon 3 and fhall atterwards on the FII‘ﬂ‘. Wé’d?lc_?/d In April, in every Yeear, '
“hold a General Meeting at fome Public Houfe in Upwell, Welney, Denver,

M&ney, Doddington, Downham, Witchford, Wentwworth, Chatteris, or ata.

«certain extra-parochial Place called Welche’s Danm aforefald and any Five

or more of the 4a1d - Commlfﬁeners, although not ﬂﬁembled at a Meeting,

“may from Time to Time appoint any Special Meeting to be holden by Ne- -

itice under their- Hands, to be . inferted One Week 1n the C’ambrrdge Chro-

Micle and Journal, and in fome other Newfpaper publithed or -circulated in

ftheN elghbourheod and to be aflixed upon the prmcxpal Outer Doors of the

refpectwc
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xefpeftive Churches or Chapels of the faid feveral Parithes of Upwel?’
Welney, Denver, Many, Doddmgton, Downbam, Witchford, Wentworth, and
. Chatteris, at lealt Seven Days before each Meeting ; and that Five or more
-of the Commiffieners fhall cenftitute a Meeting, and that the Orders and
Jeterminations of the Majority of the Commiflioners prefent at any Meeting
fhall be confidered as the Ats of all the faid Commiflioners, and the Com-
miflioners prefent at any Meeting may adjourn the fame as they may think
proper ; and that 1 cale Five or inore ‘Commiflioners fhall not be prefent -
at the Time and Place appointed for holding any -Meeting, any-one Com-
miflioner prefent, {hall and may.adjourn the fame to another Day; andin
-cafe of Negle¢t or Omiflion to adjourn any Meeting, any Five of the faid
-Commiflioners or their Clerk fhall and may call a Meeting at the Place
where the laft Meeting of the faid Commiflioners was appomted to be
held or was held, by fuch Notice as aforefaid; and that all Powers and
.Authorities by this A&t granted to or vefted in the faid Commiflioners
appointed or to be appointed by virtue thereof, fhall and may from Time
to Time be exercifed by any Five-of them, unlefs herein otherwife parti-

- cularly ;provided ; and the Commiffioners prefent .at every Meeting fhall
.and may choofe a Prefident or Chairman, who in cale of an Equality of

~ Votes.on any Queftion fhall have another and a calting Vote.

~Commiflion- ~  VIII. And be it further enacted, That the faid Commiflioners :at any

-ers may ap-  &eneral, Yearly, or Adjourned Meeting may appoint a Committee or Com-
pomt Com- yirrees, if they may think neceffary or ufeful in the fuperintending any
~mittees and | . . - .

. make Allow. Work or Works under Execution, each Committee to confift of not lefs
ancestothem. than Three Commiflioners, and to be invefted with fuch Powers as the
-~ - Commiflioners at any Meeting :may direft, and all Alls done by fuch
Committee or Committees accordmg.to fuch Direftions and Powers, fhall

- ‘be as effeCtual as .if done by the Commiflioners at any iuch Meeting,
*  and fuch’Committee thall be allowed from Time to Time {uch reafonable
.Expences in the Execution of fuch delegated Power as the Majority of the

faid Commiflioners, at any:Meeting to be.holden under and by wvirtue of

_.this Act fhall think proper. '

JX. Pi*widedlalways- neverthelefs, That.the Authority, Power, and Pro- .
ceedmgs of fuch.Committee or Committees may be altered, fulpended,
or annulled by the faid Commiflioners at ‘any General, Yearly, .or Ad-

journed Meeting.

Reftricions  X. Provided always, and be’it further enacted, That no-Order or Pro-
~as torevoking céeding had or made by the faid Commiffioners fhall be revoked or altered
Orders. -unléfs at fome Meeting to-be held as dforefaid, and unlefs a"Notice figned
by Five or.more Commiflieners, {tating their Intention to move at the

‘then next Meeting that fuch.Order orProceeding may be revoked or al-

tered, thall be inferted at leaft Two Weeks in the Cambridge Chronicle and

Journal, and fome other Newlpaper circulated in the Neighbourhood, and

affixed upon the Quter.Doors of the refpettive -Churches and Chapels

aforefaid, at lealt Fourteeén Days before fuch Meeting, and alio unlels a

greater Number of Commiffioners fhall attend fuch Meeting:than were pre-

" fent when fuch: Order or Proceeding :was. made or had. | s

Expencessf X1 And be it further enacted, That no Sum or Sums of Money fhall

Meetings, .be pald or allowsd out of the Monies to be raifed by .virtue of thisﬂgﬁ'
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for the Expence of the faid Commiffioners-at any Meeting to be held as
aforefaid. - ' - :

XII. And be it further enafted, That it fhall be lawful for the faid Officersto be
‘Commiffioners, from Time to Time to appoint a Clerk or Clerks, Trea- appointed,

. . &c.
furer or Treafurers, Surveyor or Surveyors, Receiver or Recetvers, and

Colle&or or ColleGtors of the Rates and Taxes, and fuch other Ofhcers

as the faid Commiffioners fhall think neceflary, and from Time to Time

remove all or any of fuch Officers as they fhall think fit, and appoint others

in the Room of fuch as fhall be {o removed, or as fhall die or refign their |
Office or be incapable of performing it, and fhall take fuch Security for the To give Se-
due Execution of {uch refpeftive Offices as they. the fard Commiflioners curty-
{ha]l think proper, and may by and out of the Monies to arile by virtue

of this A&, allow and pay to fuch Clerks, Treafurers, Surveyors, Receivers,

- .and Collectors, and to fuch other Perfon or Perfons as f{hall be aiding or

aflifting to them in their refpective Offices, or that fhall anywile be employed

in the Execution of this Act, fuch Salaries, Rewards, and Allowances for Salaries to
their refpective Attendance, Care, and Service, as to the faid Commiffion- Officers and
ers fhall feem reafonable, and that fuch Trealurers, Receivers, Collectors, R ewards, &c,

s : : . for their At
and other Officers fhall fairly enter in Books to be by them refpectively t¢ndance, &

J Co
kept for that Purpofe, an Account of ali Monies by them refpectively |
received and expended, {pecitying the Times when, and the Perfons from
rwhom and'to whom, and for what Purpofes fuch Monies were refpectively
received and paid, which Books or true Copies thereof refpectively figned
by the faid Treafurer, Collector, or other Officers, together with the
Vouchers for the Expenditure, fhall be yearly and every Year produced . |
and delivered toithe faid Commiffioners at their Meeting to be held on the
ificlt Wednefday in April, in every Year, and at fuch other Times as they
fhall appoint ; and the faid Commiflioners are hereby empowered to allow,
pals, and fign{uch Accounts, or fuch Part or Parts thereot as to them fhall
4eem correct and proper ; and {uch Treafurer, Colle&or, or other Officers
fhall verity fuch Accounts upon Qath, (which Oath any of the Commif-
fioners are hereby empowered to adminifter), and the fame when fo allowed

‘thall be fairly entered in"Two Books to be kept for that Purpofe, one p_.is o be

whereof {hall be kept by the faid Treafurer or the Clerk, and the other kept and Ene
- -depofited in the Chelt of the Parith Church of Upwell, and the fame fhall tries mace.
and may at all reafonable Times be infpected and perufed by any Owner
.ot Owners, Proprietor or Proprietors of any of the faid Fen Lands, without
‘Fee or Reward, and all {fuch Officers and Perfons fhall and they are hereby
required to pay all fuch Monies as. upon the Balance of fuch Account or
.Accounts f{hall appear to be in therr Hands, to fuch Perfon or Perfons as
the faid Commiflioners fhall appoint to receive the fame; and if any fuch Ofcers to
‘Officer or Perfon fhall refufe or neglect to render and give fuch .Accounts account and
-as aforefaid, or to produce and deliver up the Vouchers and Receipts re- give upall
lating to the fame, or to verify the Articles thereof upon Qath, or to pay Books, &c.
the Balance remaining in their Hands when thereunto required in Manner
aforefaid, or if any fuch ‘Officers or Perfons fhall refufe or negleé to deb-
ver up to the {faid Commiflioners or to fuch Perfon or Perfons as they fhall
appoint, within Ten Days after being thereunto required by the faid Com-
miflioners” (fuch :Officer or Perfon having firft paid the Balance of all
Monies if any due), all Books, Accounts, Papers, and Writings in their
relpeCtive Cuftody or Power anywile relating to the Execution of this A&,
#very fuch Perfon {hall forfeit and pay for every fuch Offence any Sum

{Loc. & Per. ] 13 A | " not
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not exceeding Twénty Pounds ; and if Complaint fhall be made of any
fuch Negle@ or Refufal to any Juftice of the Peace for the County or
Place where the Officer or Ofticers, Perfon or Perfons o negletting.or re-
fufing fhall live and refide, fuch Juftice may and he1s hereby authorized
and required by a Warrant or Warrants to caufe fuch Officer or Officers,
Perfon or Perfons to be brought betfore him, and upon his or their appear-
ing or not appearing, to hear and determine the Matter of fuch Complaint
in a fummary Way, and to {ettle the faid Account or Accounts if pro-
duced, in fuch Manner as the faid Commiflioners might have done ; and
if upon the Confeffion of the Ofhcer or Officers, Perfon or Perfons againft
whom any fuch Complaint fhall be made, or by the Oath or Oaths of any
credible Witnefs or Witneffes, it fthall appear to fuch Juftice that any of
the Monies which fhall have been colletted and received, fhall be in the
Hands of fuch Officer or Officers, Perfon or Perfons, fuch Juftice may and
he 1s hereby authorized and required upon Non-payment thereof, by War-
rant or Warrants under his Hand and Seal, to caufe fuch Money and alfo
fuch Penalties as aforefaid to be levied by Diftrels and Sale of the Goods
and :Chattels ot fuch Officer or Officers, Perfon or Perfons refpeétively ;
and if no Goeods or Chattels can be found fufhcient to anfwer and fatisfy
the faid Money and Penalty, and the Charges of diftraining and felling the
{ame, or if fuch Officer or Officers, Perfon or Perfons fhall not appear
. before -the faid Juftice at the Time and Place by him appointed for that
Purpole, (except for fome {ufficient Excule), or if appearing fhall refufe or
, neglelt to give or deliver to fuch Jultice an Account or Accounts of the
Receipts and Payments as aforefaid, or to verify the Truth ot fuch Accounts
~and of the Articles thereot on Qath as atorefaid, or to produce and deli-
- ver up to the faid Juftice the {feveral Vouchers:and Receipts relating to fuch
Accounts refpettively, or the Books, Accounts, Papers, and Writings in
their Cuitody or Power relating to the Execution of this A¢t, then and in
either of the Cafes aforefaid, the faid Juftice may and he is hereby autho-
rized and required, by Warrant or Warrants under his Hand and Seal, to
commit fuch Officer or Officers, Perfon or Perfons to the .common Gaol
oor Bridewell of the County, Divifion, Liberty, or Place where he -or they
thall live or refide, ‘there to remain without Bail or Mainprize, until he or
they fhall have delivered in and fettled his or their Accounts, and have
verified the fame on .Qath, and fhall have delivered up the Vouchers and
Receipts relating thereto, and fhall have paid all the Money which fhall
appear to be in his or their refpeCtive ‘Hands, and fuch Penalty as afore-
faid, and the reafonable Charges of fuch Diitrels and Sale as fhall in that
refpett have been made, or.until he or they {fhall have compounded with
~ the faid Commiflieners for the fame, and paid the Compofition Money to
the Commiffioners or to fuch Perfon or Perfons as they fhall appoint. to
receive the {ame, (and which Compofition the faid Commuilioners are hereby
- empowered to make), or-until he orthey fhall deliver up fuch Books, Ac-
- -counts, Papers, and Writings as aforefaid, or have given Sutisfattion in re-
Limiting the Ipect thereof to the faid Commifhoners: Provided always, that no. Per-
Time of Im- fon who fhall be committed for want of fufhcient Diftrels only fhall be de-
prifonment, " tained in Prifon for any longer Time than Three Calendar Months.

Taxto be XIII. And be it further enacted, That it fhall be lawful for the {faid
laid. Commiffioners, or any Five or more of them, at their firft Meeting to be
_held after the pafling of this A&, or at any Adjournment thereof, and trom,

“Time to Time at their Meeting to be held on the firft Wednefday m April,

. . | in
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in-every fucceeding Year, or at any Adjournment of fuch annual Meeting,
to affefs, rate, tax, and charge all and fingular the faid Fen Lands and Low
Grounds within the Bounds defcribed as aforefaid, with fuch annual Sum
or Sums of Money as the faid Commuffioners fhall think proper, not ex-
‘ceeding the Sum of One Shilling and Sixpence per Acre in any one Year,
by an equal and proportionable Acre Tax, and to continue to affefs, rate,
7 tax, and charge the faid Lands ‘for fuch Number of Years and from Year
to Year for fuch Period and as long as f{hall appear to the faid Commif-
fioners to be neceflary for the providing {ufficient Money for the repairing
- the faid Barrier Bank, beginming at Wejehe’s Dam Bridge, and from thence
along the faid Bank to the Place where the {aid Barrier Bank ends at Sal/-
‘ter’s Lode, and for improving the Outfall of the Waters through and out
~of the Wafh of the Hundred Feet River, fo as the faid Part of the faid
" Barrier Bank may not be-endangered by the Height to which the Waters
.nthe faid Wafh may now or hereafter rife, and for carrying into Execution
“the other Purpofes.of this A¢t. *

- XIV. Andwhereas there may be Lands within fome of the Parithes or O“”“?”“f‘f i
. ‘Townfhips herein-before mentioned, or in fome extra-parochial Place or Ef;ti;“bg e
Places by this Att authorized to be charged with the faid Tax, which-will charged.
not derive any Benefit by the fard intended Drainage, and therefore ought
not to be contributory to the Expence thereof; be it therefore further
venacted,- That 1f any Perfon or Perfons being Owners, Leflfees, or Occu-
piers-at any Lands within the faid Parithes, Townthips, or Places,’ or any
of them, fhall be of Opinion that any of fuch Lands will not derive any
Benefit by the Reparation of the faid Barrier Bank, and the Improvement
ot the faid Outfall, and ought therefore to be exempted from the Payment
-of the faid Tax, fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall deliver to the faid Commif.
toners or-their Clerk, at or before the annual Meeting to be holden on
ithe firlt Wednefday in April next after the pafling of this A&, an Account
- 1n Wriang. of all fuch Lands which he, fhe, or they require to be exempted
~4rom'the faid Tax, then Three Perfons not interefted in, the faid Premifes,
. thall be nominated and appointed at a General Meeting of the faid Com- .
- muffioners, ot which publick Notice fhall be given-in the Cambridge Chreo-
.nicle and Journal, and m fome other Newfpaper. circulated in the Neigh~ -
<bourhood, to view the faid Lands, and to enquire into the State and Con-
dition thereof, one of which Perfons fhall be nominated by the faid Com-
miflioners, one other by the feveral Perfons claiming fuch Exemptions;
‘and the third Perfon by fuch Two Perfons to be chofen as aforefaid, all . -
- ~.of whom fhall upon their Oaths well and truly view, examine into, and
«determine ‘whether fuch Lands ought or ought not to be rated by virtue
-of this At, which Oath any Commiffioner thall have full Power to ad-
- munifter, and the faid Three Referees, or any Two of them, fhall deliver
to the faid- Commuffioners and fuch Claimants refpectively, their Determi-
- nation 1n Writing, within Three Months next after fuch Reference, whofe
- Judgement m the Premifes fhall be final and conclufive to all Parties ; the
Cofts and-Charges :of which {aid Reference fhall be paid and borne by the
- faid Commufhioners, and the Perfons claiming the faid Fxemption, 1n {fuch
Proportions as the faid Referees thall determine,

X V. Provided always, That none of the faid Lands or Grounds fhall Lands now

- be-exempt.from the Payment of the faid Rates or Taxes which are now rated under
L - rated Commifions
c 2
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ers of Sewers pated, taxed, or charged by virtue of or under any Commiflion of Sewers,

not to be ex-
*fmpt.

Tecnants to
pay laxes
and dedut
them from
their Rents,

or with the Repair$ of any Mill, Bank, Drain, or Sluice for draining or

preferving the faid Lands or Grounds.

XVI. And,to the End that the faid Rates and Taxes may be more eafily
and efteétually colleCted and received, be it further enacted, That all and
every the Tenants and Occupiers of the faid Fen Lands and Low Grounds

‘which thall ‘be afleffed, rated, taxed, or charged by virtue of this A&, fhall

and they are hereby authorized and required to pay all and every fuch

Sum.and Sums of Money as fhall be fo ailefled, rated, taxed, or charged

.on the Lands and Grounds in their refpeive Qccupations, and to deduét

and retain out of his, her, or their Rents, all fuch Sum or Sums of Money
as he, the, or they fhall fo refpettively pay as aforefaid ; and the feveral

.and refpective Landlords or Owners ot Tuch Lands and Grounds are hereby

-required to allow {fuch Deduction and Payment upon the Receipt of the
refidue of their Rents, and that every {uch Tenant or Occupier paying
{uch Rate or Tax fhall be acquitted and dicharged of {o much Money as
the faid Rate or Tax {o paid by hitn, her, or them refpetively fhall amount
unto, as fully and effeGually as if the fame had been actually paid to his,
her, or their Landlord or Landlords, except where there is or may be a

Leale or Agreement to the contrary.

‘But not to
deduét Penal-

Etfﬁﬁr

XVII. Provided neverthelefs, and be it further enated, ‘That where any |
Penalty or Penalties fhall have been incurred for Non-payment of any Tax

or Taxes by virtue of any of the Provifions herein contamed, and fuch

Penalty or Penalties .fhall have been levied by the faid Commiflioners upon
the Goods, Chattels, or Stock of any Perfon or Perfons occupying any of
the faid Fen Lands or Low Grounds, -or where fuch Penalty or Penalties
{hall have been paid by fuch Occupier or Occupiers, all and every fuch
Penalty and Penalties, together with the Colts, Charges, and Expences of
taking fuch Diftrefs or Diftrefles, (wheré any fuch Diftrefs ar Diftrefles
fhall have been taken), fhall be borne and {uftained by fuch Occupier or
sQOccupiers refpe&tively; andthe Landlord or Owner, Landlords or Owners
.of fuch Fen Lands and' Low ‘Grounds, fhall not be compelled or compel-
Jable to allow or pay any fuch Penalty or Penalties, or Expences to {uch
-Occupier or-Occupiers ; any Thing herein contained to the contrary thereof
in anywife notwith{tanding.

Certain Lef-
fees not al-
Jowed 1o
.deduét their

‘Taxes.

XVIIIL. Provided.always, and beit further enacted, That no Leflee er

‘Tenant of any of the faid Fen Lands or Grounds who fhail hold the fame
by virtue of or under any Leafe from any Bifhop or Collegiate Church or
‘College, or any Ecclefiaftical Corporation fole or aggregate, or by virtue

of or.under any.other Leale or Agreement, of which faid Leafe or Agree-

ment at the Time of pafling this A&, there fhall be more than Seven Y ears

‘to come and unexpired, fhall be entitled to deduct the Rates or Taxes
-which fhall be charged under the Authority of this A&, or any Part thereof,
.out of the Rent referved or made payable by any Leale or Agreement, but
that. the faid Rates and Taxes thall be charged upon and paid by the Leflees
-or Tenants fo holding fuch Fen Lands or Grounds as.aforefaid.

‘R ¢cmcryv0f
Taxes.

XIX. And be it further enaéted, That in-cafe Default fhall be miade by
.any Perfon orPerfons liable to the Payment of any fuch Rates and 1axes

as aforefaid, m his, her, or.their refpe&ive Payments to the Colleltor or
R . - , | Lollettors,
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Collefors, Receiver or ‘Receivers thereof, on the Day and at the Place
to be appointed by the faid Commiffioners for fuch Payments in a Wotice
to be inferted in the Cambridge Chronicle and Fournal, and {fome other
weekly Paper publithed or circulated in the Counties of Cambridge and
Norfolk, any or either of them, as the Cafe may be, and alfo afhixed upon
the feveral Church ‘or Chapel Doors of the feveral [Parifhes of Upwell,
Welney, Denver, Maney, Doddington, Dewnbham, Witchford, Wentworth,
“and Chatteris aforefaid, any Perfon making' fuch Default, fhall forfeit and
pay, together with the Affefiment, Rate, or Tax, Three Shillings and Four-
pence for every Twenty Shillings of fuch Affeflment, Rate, or Tax for

110Q

which Default fhall be made, and fo in Proportion for any greater or lefs

Sum than Twenty Shillings, . to be recovered in the fame Manner, as and
with the Affeflment, Rate, or Tax ; and in every Cafe of any Default m
making Payment, it {hall be lawful for the faid Collector or Collettors,
Receiver or Receivers, or any other Perfon or Perfons, by virtue of any:
Warrant or Precept under the Hands of any Three or more of the. faid
Commiflioners, which faid Warrant or Precept the faid Commuflioners,
or any Three or more of ‘them, are hereby empowered and requred to
make and give as there fhall be Occafion, either at a Meeting of the faid
Commiflioners, or at any other Time, to levy the Sum or Sums of Money
by him, her, or them payable and then due for {fuch Rate or Tax as afore-
faid, and for the Penalties (if any) incurred by the Non-payment thereof by

Diftrefs of the Goods, Chattels, and Cattle of fuch Perfon or Perfons where- |

foever the fame fhall be found, and the {aid Goods, Chattels, and Cattle
~ to impound, {ell, and difpofe of until thereby or therewith the Rates or
Taxes and Penalties then due, and the Cofts and Charges attending fuch

Diftrefs and Sale, fhall be fully paid and difcharged, returning the Over-

plus (if any) to the Owner or Owners of fuch Goods, Chattels, and Cattle
fo diftramned and fold on Demand. -

X X. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That the faid'COm-

Commiflion-

miflioners fhall, and they are hereby required to afcertain the Number of ers to alcer-

Acres of the Lands intended to be rated by virtue of this Aé, in Manner

tain what
Landsare to

following, (that s to fay) the Lands comprized in various Diftrits, accord- ¢ rated.

ing to the refpeltive Surveys made or to be made of fuch Diftrilts, and for

want of fuch Surveys then by the Number of ‘Acres fuch Lands have been .

uﬁ}ally rated atin any of the Diftri¢t Books in any of the Manors or Parifhes
hereimn-before mentioned, or in any extra parochial Place {ubjelt to Inun-
dations and Drainage -as aforefaid ; and in cafe the faid Commiflioners

thall not be able to obtain from the Owners or Occupiers of any of the faid

Lands, the Number of Acres in their refpe&ive Occupations, it fhall and
may be lawtul to and tor the faid Commuflioners to dire¢t a Survey to be
made m order to afcertam and determine the fame, and fo from 'I'fine to
Time, and as often as the faid Commiflioners fhall think proper, fuch View
or Survey to be taken by fuch Perfon or Perfons as the faid Commifhoners
{hall appomt, and fuch Perfon or Perfons relpeltively {o-to be nominated

and appointed, before he orthey proceed to determine the Quantity of fuch
Lands and Grounds, fhall take an Oath well and truly to the beft of his

or therr Judgment and Knowledge, to determine -the Quantity of fuch

~ Lands to be rated or taxed by virtue of this A&, (which Oath any Oneof

the faid Commiflioners is hereby empowered to adminifter) and the Survey
fo made as atorefaid fhall be final and conclufive, and he or they fhall fet
forth his or their Survey in Writing, and {hall fign and deliver the {ame to

[ Loc. & Per.] 13 B the
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the faid Commiflioners at any of their Meetings to be holden under this
Act, which fhall be by them depofited in the Place where their Books and
Proceedings fhall be kept ; and the Expences attending all fuch Surveys
fhall be borne and paid in equal Proportions by the {aid Commiflioners and
the Owners or Occupiers of the faid Lands.
Lands unte. X XL Provided always, and be it further enatted, That in cafe any of
nanted tore- the faid Lands fhall at any Time hereafter be untenanted or unoccupied, fo
“f}{a“f‘ a,;?"‘::“' that no {ufhcient Diftrefs can be made for levying the Rates or Taxes hereby
;cy :rheizni charged, and the Penalties to be incurred for Non-payment thereof, then
{uficient  the faid Lands which fhall be fo charged therewith, fhall always remain a
Diftrefscap  Security for Payment thereof, and all Goods, Chattels, and Cattle which
be made. fhall at any Time thereafter be found thereon, fhall and may be diftrained,
impeunded, kept, and fold n Manner aforefaid, until all -Arrears of the

faid Rates and Taxes with the Penalties thereon, and the Charges incident
to fuch Diftrefs and Sale fhall be fully paid and fatisfied.

Empowering X XII. And be it further enacted, That it fhall be lawful for the faid

Commiflion-  Commiffioners, or the major Part of them, affembled at the Firft Meeting

Mo BOTTOW 't be holden after the paffing of this A&, and at any General Yearly

4 Meeting, «(at which Meeting Eleven Commuiflioners at leait fhall be prefent)

and they are hereby empowered from Time to Time to borrow any Sum

or Sums of Money not exceeding in the whole Seven thoufand Pounds,

which they fhall think neceflary for the {everal Purpofes-of this Aé, and

by Writing under their Hands and Seals to affign over the faid Rates and

‘Taxes as a Security for the Repayment of fuch Sum and Sums of Money,

with lawful Intereft for the fame, to the Perfon or Perfons who fhall ad-

vance and lend the fame, or to hisor their Truitee or Truitees, Executors,

Adminiitrators, or Afligns ; and all and every fuch Perfon or Perfons to

whom any fuch Mortgage or Affignment thereof fhall be made, fthall be

i Proportion to the Sum or Sums therein refpetively mentioned Credi-

tor and Creditors on the faid Rates and Taxes hereby charged in equal

Degree one -with another, and fhall have no Preference in refpect of the

Priority of advancing any fuch Sum of Money ; and that every fuch Mort-

gage or Affignment hereafter to be made, fhall be made for the Sum of

Securities to  ON€ hundred Pounds only, and fhall be entered in a Book or Books to

be entered in  be kept for that Purpole by the Clerk or ‘Clerks to the faid Commuflionets,

a Book.  and the Cofts and Charges of every fuch Afflignment fhall be paid by the
faid Commiflioners out of the Monies to arife by virtue of this A&.

Power of . XXIIL. Provided always, and be it further enafted, That it fhall and
Comiiffion-  may be lawful for the {faid Commiflioners afiembled as aforefaid, to advance
;JISQ;E l?:;dth and lend out of the faid Rates, Taxes, and Affeflments, or any Money
Bcdfni’d Le_e arifing therefrom, or which may be raifed or borrowed upon the Credit
vel Corpora- thereof under this A¢t, to the Governor, Balifis, and Conlervators of the
tion, and take  Bedfyrd Level, any Sum or Sums of Money to be laid out and expended
%fiﬁ]"m;? of 45 herein-after mentioned; and the faid Commiflioners, as a Security for
ST the Repayment of fuch Sum and Sums of Money {o lent and advanced,

to take Aflignments of Corporation Bonds or freth Bonds for any fuch

Sum or Sums of Money advanced fince the Firlt Day of March One thou-
fand eight hundred and nine, to the faid Corporation, and applied for the
fame Purpofe,

( | . XXIV. And
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- XXIV. And be it further enafed, That it thall be lawful for all and

- YIXIX
Mnrtgagees

aVery Perfon and Perfons to whom any fuch Mortgage or Affignment fhall may allign
- be made as aforefdid, or who fhall be entitled to the Money thereby fecured, their Secy-

to aflign or transfer his, her, or their Mortgage or Security, and Right to
the Principal Money and Interef’c thereby fecured to any other Perlon or
Perfons, and that every fuch Affignment or Transfer fhall be notified
‘within ‘Three Calendar Months after the Date thereof to the Clerk or
Clerks to the faid Commiflioners, who fhall enter a Copy or Memorial
thereof in the faid Book or Books to be kept by him for entering the ori-
ginal Mortgages or Aflignments, ‘for which he or they fhall be paid the
Sum of T'wo Shillings and Sixpence andno more, and that after fuch Copy
.or Memorial fhall be {o entered, and not before, every {uch Aflignment

rities.

.or Transfer thall entitle the Aﬁignce or Aflignees therein named, to the

Benefit of the original Mortgage or Aflignment fo afligned or transferrod -
to him or them, and to the Payment ot the Monies due or to grow due

thereon; and that every fuch Affignee or Aflignees thall and may’ in liko

Manner from Time to Time aflign or transfer his, her, and their Right and

Intereft therein and thereto to any other Perfon or Perfons w ‘homloever.

XXV. And be it further enafted, That thefaad Aflefiments, Rates, and
“Taxes to be aflefled and charged under the Authority of this A&, and the
‘Monies {o to be borrowed as aforefaid, and all other Monies which fhall
.come to the Hands of the faid Commiffioners by virtue of this Act, thallbe
vefted in and applied and difpofed of by the faid Commiffioners, in the firft

place, towards paying and difcharging the Colts, Charges, and Expences

.of obtaining and pafling of this A&, and lawful Intereft for all {uch Monies
as fhall be advanced by any Perfon or Perfons whomloever, for Payment
:of Fees and other Expences attending the obtaining and pafling the {fame;
and alfo all fuch other Sum or Sums of Money as have been advanced by
Richard Greaves Townley, George Jenyns and Jonathan Townley Clerks,

Thomas Wright, James Lee, Jobn Clark, Thomas Tomblefon, Hugh Waat'l |
James Failes, Robert Smart, Jofeph C’Zemenﬁm, William Lee, John C’r.:yfr

William /Vbzfz‘mg, Thomas Martin, Henry Gafeoyne, William Dunftan, John
Hills, Jobn lailes, William Plummer Ath?@ﬁm, Thomas Baker, Thomas
Skeels, Richard Orton, Thomas Ortin, Morley Beart, Matthew Snelling,
Edward Lavender, illiam Rogers, Emamze! Hodfon, Jobn Palmer, Ma-
thew Failes, and Jobn Gotobed, for the Reparation of the {aid Bank during
the laft Summer, together with lawful Intereft for the fame, to the End
 that the faid Fen Lands and Low Grounds might m fome Degree be pro-
tected and preferved from Inundation until after the pafling ot this A&;

and for the more complete and thorough Security of the faid Fen Lands
and Low Grounds, the faid Commiflioners are hereby empowered to join

. .and afhift the faid Corporation in making, repairing, maintaining, and pre-

ferving the faid Barrier Bank, beginning at Welfbe’s Dam Bridge, and
from thence along the faid Bank to the Place where the faid Barrier Bank
-ends at Salter’s Lode, in fuch Way and to fuch Height, and of fuch Bat-
ter and Slope as to the faid Commiflioners fhall 2ppear neceflary to protect
the {aid Fen Lands and Low Grounds hereby taxed irom a Breach of any
Part of the faid Part of the faid Barrier Bank, and alfo in making and
~-doing {uch other Works as may appear to the faid Commiffioners beneficial
to the faid Lands and Grounds, for the Purpofe of difcharging the Waters
out of the Hundred Feet Wafb, {o that the fame may not be endangered

-or injured by the Height to which the Waters now do or hereafter may

2 arife

Application
of Taxesand
Monies bor-
rowed.
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arife in ‘the faid One Hundred Feet Wa/b ; and the faid Commiflioners are
hereby allo empowered by and out of .the faid Tax of One Shilling and
Sixpence per Acre, to join and co-operate with thefaid Corporation, or with -
any other Perfon or Perfons, in any other Way, or to do any other Aés for
the Improvement of the faid Part of the faid Barrier Bank,and for the Im-
provement of the Difcharge of the Waters out of the faid One Hundred Feet
Wa/h, fo as the {aid Part of the faid Barrier Bank may not be endangered
by the Height to which the Waters in the Wath may now or hereafter
rife : Provided always, that nothing in this A& contained f{hall authorize
the faid ‘Commiffioners to join and affift the faid Corporation, nor any other
Perfon or Perfons to join in the Execution of any Works upon the River
Ouze, below Salter’s Lode Sluice.

Taxesvefted ~ XXVI, Provided always, and be 1t further enacted, That the faid {everal

1 Creditows,  Rates and Taxes to be aflefled, rated, taxed, or charged, and chargepble
with and for the Payment of all and every Sum and Sums of Money which
have been advanced as atorefaid, and which the: faid Commiflioners fhall
at their Firft Meeting to be holden as aforefaid, borrow on Security of the
faid Ratesand Taxes, or may hereafter borrow under the Authority of this
A&, and the Intereft of fuch Monies refpectively from Time to Time, and
fhall veft in the refpeltive Creditors upon Default in Payment of fuch Sum
or Sums of Money and the Intereft thereof, until the fame, together with
the Cofts and Charges occafioned by the Non-payment thereof, fhall be
fully paid and fatishied ; and the faid Creditors relpettively and their re-
fpettive Executors, Adminiftrators, and Afhgns thall have the fame Powers,
Rights, and Privileges of raifing and recovering the faid Rates and Taxes
for.the fatisfying and difcharging to them fuch Sum or Sums of Money
and the Intereft thereof, if Default fhall be made in Payment thereof, as
the {faid Commuflioners or their Colletor or Collettors, Receiver or Re-
ceivers had or would have had by virtue of this Act, in cafe the fame had
been regularly paid and fatisfied.

i

Commifion.  XXVIL. And beit further enacted, That the faid Commflioners may fue.
ers may fue or be fued in the Name of the Treafurer or Clerk, and that it {thali and
or be fuedin  may be lawful for the faid Commiflioners to commence or bring or caufe
fﬁ;lfi}"‘;;ff to be commenced and brought any Action or Suit in any of His Majefly’s.
furer ocClerk. Courts of Record at Weftminfter, or in the Court of Pleas for the faid //e

of Ely, by Action of Debt or on the Cafe or otherwife, for the Recovery

of any Penalty or Penalties by this A¢t 1mpofed, which refpetively amount
Denalties to or exceed the Sum of Fitty Pounds, in which Attion or Suit it fhall only
above sol.to be neceflary for the Plaintift to prove that the Defendant or Defendants
be recovered  had actually committed the Oftence for which the Penalty fued for fhall
by Action.  have been incurred, and fuch Plaintiff’ fhall recover {fuch Penalty with full
Adions nop Cofts of Suit ; and that no Aétion to be brought by or agamft the faid
to abate on Commiflioners, or any ef them, by virtue of tis Act, fhall abate or be
the Death or  difcontinued by the Death or Removal of any fuch Trealurer or Cierk, but
Removal of  that the Treafurer or Clerk for the Time being to the faid Commiflioners

;};%rﬁ:,ffum fhall always be deemed the Plamtiff or Defendant in fuch Acltion, as the
‘Cafe may be. |

Recoveryand & VI And be it further enaéted, That all Penaities and Forfeitures -
Application * by this At impofed,(the Recovery whereof 1s not hereby otherwile directed)
of Penalties.  gnd all Cofts and Charges attending the Recovery thereof, {hall be levied

and -
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and recovered by’ Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods Chattels, and Ster_.k of
the Offender or Offenders wherefoever the fame fhall be found, by War-
rant under the Hand and Seal or Hands and Seidls of one of more Juftice
or Juftices of the Peace for the County, Divifion, Liberty, or Place whereir
the Offence fhall have- been committed, (Wthh Waarrant {fuch Jultice or
Juftices is and are hereby authorized and empowered to grant), as often
as thall be neceflary, upon the Confeflion of the Party or on the Informa-
. tion of any credible Witnefs upon Oath } and in cafeno fufficient Diftrefs
can be found, fuch Jiftice or Juftices fhall iffue 2 Warrant or. Warrants
under his or their Hand and Seal or Hands anid Seals for the apprehending
ot fuch Offender or Offenders, and fhail commit {fuch Oftender or Oftens
ders when brought before him or them, to the common Gaol or Houfe of
Correion for the County, Divifion, L1Derty or Place wherein fuch Offence
fhall have been committed, there to reinain without Bail or Mamnprize for
any ‘Term not exceeding Six Calendar Months, at the Difcretion of {uch
Juftice or Juftices ; and all Penalties and Forfe1tures by this A& impoled,

if not hereby otherwife direCted to be paid and applied, fhall be paid to thé
Treafurer, Colle&or, or ‘Receiver to the faid Commiflioniers, and applied
for the fame Purpofes as the Rates and Taxes charged upon the faid Fen
Lands and Low Grounds are by this A¢t diretted to be paid and apphed..

XXIX. And be it further ena&ed, That if any Perfon or Perfons or Appeal to
Body or Bodies Politick, Corporate or Collegiate, fhiall think himfelf, her. the Seflions:
{elf, or themfelves aggmeved by any Thing done or omitted to be done in
pulfuance of this A&, then and in every fuch Cale he, fhe, or they may
appeal to the Gener al Quarter Seflions of the Peace which fhall be held
for the faid Ifle of Ely or Counties of Cambridge and Norfolk, as the Cale
imay be, within Four Calendar Months next after the Caule of Complaint
fhall have arifen, on glvmg to the Clerk of the {faid Commiflioners Fours
teen Days Notice in Writing of fuch Appeal, and the Matters thereof’;
and the Juftices (not interelted in the Premifes), at their faid General
Quarter Seflions are Liereby required to hear and determine the Matter of
every fuch Appeal, and to make fuch Order, and award {fuch Cofts and
Damages as to them in their Difcretion fhall {feem reafonable, and by their
Order or Warrant to levy the Cofts and Damages which fhall be fo-awarded
by Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods and Chattels of the Party or Parties
liable to pay the fame, rendering the Overplus (if any), upon Demand, to
the Owner or Owners of fuch Goods and Chattels, -after deducting the
reafonable Charges of fuch Warrant, Diftrefs, and-Sale; and the Deter-
~mination of fiuch Juftices {hall be final and conclufive to all Parties con: .
cérned, "and f(hall not be removed or removeable by Certiorari, or any other

Writ or Procefs whatfoever into any of His Majeity’s Courts of Reeord-at
- Weflminfler or cliewhere ; but in cafe fuch Appeal {hall appear to the faid
Juttices to be frivolous, vexatious,:or without fufficient Foundation, then
the faid Juftices {hall award fuch Cofts to be paid by the Appellant or Ap-

pellants, as te the faid Juftices in their Difcretion fhall feem reafonable,
and to be lewied in the Manner aforefaid.

. XXX. And be it further enated, That where any Diftrefs thall be made Diftrefs not

by virtue of this A&, the Diftrefs itfelf fhall not be deemed unlawful, nor ‘-{;}Ia’“'fulff?f
the Party or Parties making the fame be deemed a Trefpafler or Trelpaflers F;ﬁ_o |
on Account of any Detfe&t or Want of Form in any Proceeding relating

thereto, nor fhall the Party or Parties diftraining be deemed a Trefpafler
[Lac g Per. ] 13 C or -
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~or Trelpaflers ab initio on Account of any Irregularity which fhall be done
by him or them, but the Perfon or Perfons aggrieved by fuch Irregularity
‘may recover full Satisfaction for the 8pecial Damage in an Aétion on the
“Cafe. '

l

*C"mn?;m““{_ X XXI. And be it further enated, That all fuch of the faid Commif.
“::J;’f;:;% -; o lioners as are or fhall be Juftices of the Peace may -act as Juftices in all
.« fuch in the Matters under the Authority of this A&, except where perionally inter- -
lixecution of efted, notwithftanding their being Commiflioners; and that in ail Cafes
(this A% where any Parties (Witnefles or other' Perfons) are to be heard or exa-
Commiffion- mined by or before, or. in the Prefence of the faid Commiffioners in any
ersmay admi- Matter or Thing relating to this A&, it thall be lawfal for any one of the
mfteranQOathe 314 Commiflioners to adminifter an Oath, to or take the Athirmation of
. luch:Parties, Witnefles, or Perfons. |

Limitation.of “XXXilI, And be it further ena&ed, That no Aéion or Suit fhall be
Adlione. L ommenced againft any Perfon or Perfons for any Thing done in purfuance
-of this A¢t, "until Twenty-one Days Notice thereof fhall be given to the

Perfon or Perfons againft whom fuch A&ion or Suit fhall be intended to be

brought, or after {ufficient Satisfaion or Tender thereof hath been made

to the Party aggrieved, or atter Six Calendar Months after the Fa& com-

-mutted, and fhall be laid or brought in the Court of Pleas of the faid

dfle of Ely, or in the refpeftive Counties of Cambridge or Norfolk, as the

‘Cale may be, and not elfewhere.; and the Defendant or Defendants in every
*Generallffue. fuch A&ion or Suit fhall and may plead the General Iffue, and if in Re-
plevin may juftify and avow by virtue of this A&, asPerfons.aéting by

Authornty of Commiflicners of Sewers are enabled to do, and may give this

A and the fpecial Matter in Evidence without {pecially pleading the fime,

‘otherwife than as aforefaid, at any Trial to be had thereupon, and that the

Falt alledged in fuch Ation or Suit to have been done in purfuance and

‘by the Authority of this A& was fo done; and if the fame fhall appear to

have been {o done, orifany Aéion or Suit fhall be brought after the Time*

‘hmited for bringing the fame, or after {ufficient Satisfaltion or Tender

‘thereof fhall have been made as atorefaid, or fhall be brought in any other.

“County or Place than as aforefaid, then the Jury fhall find for the Defen-

-dant or Detfendants, Avowant or Avowants, or if the Plamtiff or Plaintifls

‘Thall be nonfuited or forbear ‘Profecution or difcontinue his, her, or their

“Suit or Suits, or if any Verdict fhall pafs againft him, her, or them upon a

‘Demurrer or.otherwife, then and mm any of the faid Cales the Defendant

Treble. Cofts, - or Defendants, Avowant or Avowantsdhall-recover Treble-Colts, for which
he, the, or they fhall have the like Remedy as where Cofts by Law are

.awarded.

Siving XXXIII. -Provided always, and be it further enatted, That this A& or
Iéj,%"fj;{fe ~.any Thing herein contained fhall not extend or be conftrued to extend to
of Bzdfordn invalidate,. leflen, dimimifh, alter, or take away any of-the Rights, Powers,
-Level, and Authorities velted in the Governor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty of the
- Company of Coniervators of the Great Level of the Fens called Bedford

Lewel ; or in'the Governor, Bailiffs, and Confervators of the faid Company
by virtue of an At made in the Fifteenth Year of the Reign of King
‘Charles the Second, intituled, An Act for fettling the Draining of the Great
:Leuvel of the Fens called Bedford Level 5 or by virtue of any other Att or

‘Statute whatfoever.; .but.that all Rights, Powers, and Authorities whatfe-
o fo .ever,
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.ever, which by virtue of the faid A& of the Fifteenth of King Charles the
‘Second, or of any other A&t or Statute whatfoever or otherwife, now are
"-yefted in the faid Governor, Bailiffs, and Confervators and every of them,

" {hall for ever hereafter remain, continue, and be in the {faid Governor,
Bailiffs, and Commonalty, and in the faid Governor, Bailifts, and Confer-
vators, afid every of them, as fully and amply to all Intents and Purpofes,
‘as 1f this A&t had never been made.

" XXXIV. Provided always, and be it further enaled, That all fuch Saving
Rights or Right as are now velted m any Lord or Lords, Lady or Ladies .Eig_gts of
of any Manor or Manors, Liberties, Hundred, or Half-Hundred, [ oge, nt
within or without the faid Fen Lands and Low Grounds, to Waifs, Eftrays, Manors.
Felons Goods, Privileges of Arreft, Efcheats, and all Royalties not pre- |
judicial to Drainage, fhall be and are hereby faved .to them, their Heirs,
Succeflors, and Affigns, any Thing in this At contained to .the contrary

thereof notwithitanding.

XXXV. Provided always, and be it further enatted, That nothing in Saving
this A& or any Thing herein contained, fhall extend or be conftrued to g‘ghtﬁ of the
extend torender or make liable the faid Proprietors and Owners of any of roprietors

: : " _ and Owners
the faid free Lands with the Reparation, Maintenance, or Improvement of of free Lands.

the faid Barrier Bank and Outfall.

XXXVI. And be it further enatted, That this A& fhall be deemed Pablick A&, -
and taken to be a Publick A&, and fhall be judicially taken Notice of as B
fuch by all Judges, Juitices, and others, without being {pecially pleaded.
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