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ANNO QUINQUAGESIMO

GEORGII III. REGIS.

R S e e

- Cap. 193

An Act to incorporate and ‘regulate an Inftitution, to
be called The Belfaft Academical Inflitution, for
affording to Youth a Claffical and Mercantile
Education. - [15th Fune 1810.] -

rHEREAS very confiderable Sums of Money have been {ub-
fcribed by various Inhabitants of the Town of Belfaft, in the

¥ ¥V County of Antrim, in that Part of the United Kingdom of
@cat Britain and Ireland called Ireland, and by other Perfons in dif-
ferent Parts of the Kingdom, for the Purpofe of eftablifhing and main-
taining an Academical nfticution, in the faid Town of Belfaft, for af--
fording to Youth a Claffical and Mercantile Education, and for teaching
Mathematics, Natural Philofophy, Logic, Metaphyfics, Belles Lettres, | o
Moral Philofopay, Chemiftry, Botany, Agriculture, agd other Branches
of Science : -And whereas the Purpofes of the faid Tnftitution ‘would be
materially promoted if the Subfcribers thereto were incorporated and
enabled to have and’ ufe 2 Common Seal and Name by which they may
be known and diftinguithed, fue and be fued, implead and be impleaded,
-and alfo authorized to purchafe, take and enjoy Mefluages, Lands, or
Tenements, for the Purpofes of the faid Inftitution : May it therefore pleafe
Your Majelty, That 1t may be enaled, and be it enafted, by the KinG’s
Moft Excellent Majefly, by and with the Advice'and Confent of the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament allem-
bled, and by the Authority of the farne, That His Grace the Loord Primate Proprictors
of all freland, The Moft NobleGeorge Auguftus Marquis of Donnegall, The -wcorpos ated.
Moft Noble Arsbur Blundel Sandys Trumbull Marquis of Down/bire, 1he
Right Reverend the Lord Bilhop of Dewn and Connar, The Right Re-
verend the Lord Bithop of Dromore, The Right Honourable Lord Arfour
Hill, The Right Honou-able Lord Marcus Hill, The Honourable foban
O’ Neill, The Honourable Edward #Ward, William Brownlow, Edward
May, Francis Whittle, Gilbert M‘dlveen, Fobn Fobnfon, Fames Douglas,
Cunningbam Greg, The Reverend Edward May, William M Cance,
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Williasn Stevenfon, Fofeph Stevenfon, William Tennent, Alexander M:Kay,
Fobn Aiexander, Thomas Andrews, Fames Buaillie, Nathaniel Callwell,
Robert Callwell, Arthur Chichefter, William Clarke, Viétor Coates, Fobn
Cunningbam, Benjamin Edwards, Hugh Edwards, Robert Gerty, Fobn
Getty, Samuel Gibfon, Fobn Gregg, William Grepg, Hdll Hamilton, The
Reverend Henry Henry, Henry Auguftus Seymour Harvey, Samuel Hewitt,
William Hunter, Adam Hunter, William Fobnflon, George Knox, George
Lantry, Thowmas Lewis, Wiiliam Magee, Fobn Martin, Fobn M<Cammon,
Jobn M'Cance, Francis M‘Cracken, Walter Roberts, Fobn Ruffell, Alex -
ander Scott, Febn Stewart, Jobn M:Cance Stouppe, Robert Tennent, Fohn
Thompfon, Robert Thompfon, Samuel Thompfon, William Thampfon, Thomas
Verner, Hugh Wilfon, and Hugh Bell, who have feverally fubfcribed
any Sum or Sums of Money tor the Purpoles of the ‘faid Iaftitution,
together with all fuch other Perfons as fhall have at the Time of
paffing this Aét, fubfcribed to the Purpofes of the faid Inititution,
» and paid to the Treafurer the Sum fo {ubfcribed, and 2ll {uch
-other Perfons as fhall at any Time hereafter refpectively fubfcribe and
pay the Sum of Twenty-twe Pounds Fifteen Shillings or upwards, for
the aforefaid Pyrpoles, fhall be and they are hereby made one ditinét and
feparate Body Pelitic and Corporate 1n Deed and Name, for the eftab.
“blithing and maintaining an Academical Inftitution in che {aid Town of
Belfaft, and fhall have perpetual Succeffion, and be called and diftin-
.guifhed by the Name of ¢ The Bejafi Academical Inftitution,” and thac
the faid Proprietors fhall be enabled to implead and {ue, and to be im-
_pleaded and {ued by that Name, in any of His Majefty’s Courts of Juftice,
.and fhall and may appoint 2 Common Seal and Seals for .the Ule of the
faid Corporation, and that-the faid Corporation fhall have full Power and
-Authority. to receive Sublcriptions and Donations to enable them to
-eftablifh and maintain the {aid Academical Inftitution,

Proprietors  ~“II. And be it further .enafted, That it fhall and may be lawful fot
‘may make  the Proprietorsfor the Time being, or any Twenty-one or more of them,.
Bye-Laws. ¢ make Bye-Laws, Rules, Regulations and Statutes for the Government
of the faid Academical Inftitution, and for the Education and Govern-

-ment of all fuch Perfons to be educated therein, and for the Ele@ion and
Eleltions of a-Prefident, Vice-Prelident, Managers, Vilitors, Treafurer,

-Secretary, and. Auditors -of the aforefaid Academical Infticution, as to

-tihe faid Proprietors or the wmajor Part of them .convened at any

-General Meeting thall {feem meer, provided the fame be not contrary te
the Laws. of that Part of the United Kingdom called /reland, or to the
Provifions of this Aé& : Neverthelefs, The Moft Noble the Marquis. of
Donegall thall-be the Firlt Prefident.; The Moft Noble the Marquis of
‘Downfbire, The Honourable Edward Ward, The Honourable 7obn.

«Q’Neill, and the Reverend .Edward May, the Firlt Vice-Prelidents ;

' Rokert Callwell, the Firft Treafurer; Fofepb Stevenfon, the Firft Secretary ;
Edward May, William Tennent, Edward Fones Agunew, Hugh Kennedy,
Fames Douglas, jJobn M<Cammon, Robert Getty, Fames M-Cleery, Robert

.Bradfpaw, Fobn Gregy, William Magee, Fokn Crauflon, Samuel Gibjon,
-Robert Tennent, Jobn Stouppe, William Simms, Fames - M Adam, Andrew
M Lean, Fames Bailie, and William Clarke, \he Firft Managers; Henry
Auguftus Seymour Harvey, Andrew Q¢ Beirne, William Drennan, Dotétor of
.Medicine, Samuel Stephenfon, Do&tor of Medicine, The Reverend W7 lliam

. Holmes, jobn Templeton, 'Lhe Reverend Henry Henry, -and the Reverend .
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Edward Groves, the Firft Vifitorsy Fobr MCracken, Robert Simuiy, and
_ Robert Knox, the Firft Auditors; and that the {aid Firft Prefident, Vice-
- Prefidents, Treafurers, Secretary, Managers, Vifitors. and Auditors, and
all fubfequent Prefidents, Vice-Preflidents, Treafurers, Secretartes, Maan.-
nagers, Vifitors, and Auditors, fhall continue in their refpeétive Offices for
fuch Time as Thall be fixed at the Firft Meeting of the Proprietors as here-
snafter mentioned, and in cale of Death or Removal, to be fupplied as
+hereinafter prefcribed. | |

"11I. And be it further ena&ed, That the faid Proprietors fhall and may Meetings of"
affemble within Three Months after the pafling of this Act, at or in the Ex- the Proprie-
-change, within the Town of Belfaf, at fach Time as (hall by the Prefidenc tors

and any Five or more of the faid Proprictors be appointed, by writing
.wunder their Fands, Notice of fuch Time of affemnbling having been previs

oufly advertifed in the Newspapers, or in one of the New(papers publithed
-in the faid Town of Belfaft, {even Days betore the appointed Day for the
-faid Proprietors fo affembling, and fhall make {uch Rules and. Regulations .

for their affembling in future as to them (hall feem expedient, and that

-the A&s of the Proprietors {o affembling at their faid firlt Meeting, or the

major Part of them, and of the Proprietors to be duly allembled at any

future Meeting, or the major Part of them, fhall be binding on and
-deemed the Aéts of the faid Corporation, provided that at any fach
Meeting T wenty-one or more of the faid Proprietors be prefeat.

IV. And be it further enaced, That the Ele&tion and Elections of the EleQionof
~future Prefident, Vice-Prefidents, Treafurer, Secretary, Managers, Vificors the Prefident
.and Auditors, thall be made accerding to the Manner and Form which (hall g‘%::::r*

be appointed by the faid Proprietors, under the Power hereinb:fore given
.to the faid Proprietors to make Rules and Regulanons refpecting fuch
Eleionss and that the Prefident, Vice-Prefideats, Treafurer, Secretary,

Managers, Vifitors, and Auditors fhall not centinue inn Office for a.
- -longer Time than the faid Proprictors fhall, by any Bye-L.aw made for

‘that Purpole, determine ; and that the Number of Vice-Prefideats, Ma-
-nagers, Vifitors and Auditors fo to be elected thall not exceed. the
~ following Numbers ; wvidelicet, Four Vice-Prelidents, 1wenty Mana=:

.gers, Eight Vifitors, and Three Auditors. o

. }

V. And be it further enaced, That if any Prefident, Vice-Prefident, Prefident and
- 'Treafurer, Secretary, Manager, Vifitor or Auditor, during the l'ime of other Ofncets
his being in Office fhall be défirous of being difcharged of or from'the ™7 refign.
‘fame, he may fend his Refignation thereof in Writing, addrefled to the
-faid Corporation by its Corporate Name, to be delivered at the Place at.

which the Managers: fhall moft ufually meet upon the Affairs of the faid’
Corporation, and thereupon his Office fhall become vacant, - .

VI, And be it further enacted, That if, in confequence of Abfence, IR~ Pr fident and
propricty of Condu&, or any other Circumftance, any General VMeeting other Officeys

.of Proprietors to be held conformable to the Regulations hereinbefore may bedif-

_contained, fhall come to a Refolution that any Prefident, Vice-Prefident, * laced. |, .

‘Treafurer, Secretary, Manager, Vifitor or Auditor fhould ceafe 'to hold . L

.or be removed from QOffice, the Place he may then held therein fhall

- .thereupon become vacant. . o0 T

VL. And
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Forfitlingup =~ VIL And be it further ena&ed, That all Vacancies, from whatever Caufe
Vacancisse  occafioned, fhall be filled up according to the Manner and Form to be -

appointed by the Proprietors under the Power hereinbefore given to make
Rules and. Regulations refpecting Ele&ions of Officers.

Powers of V1II. And beitfurther enaéted, That the Prefident, Vice-Prefidents,
© FPrefident,  Mapagers, Vilitors, and Auditors thall have and may exerc:le fuch Power,
dec. Authority and Juri{d:€tion as thall be given to them by {uch Bye-Laws,
Rules, Regulations and Stacutes, as {hall be hereafter made by the {aid
Proprietors, according to the Power hercinbefore given to the {aid Pro-

- prietors, of making Bye-Laws, Rules, Regulations and Statutes, for the
Government of the {atd Academical Infticution; and che {aid Prefident,
Vice-Prelidents, Managers, Vifitors, and Auditors thall rot have nor

exercife any other Power, Authority and Juritdittion, than fuch as fhall be

{o given to them; and that the Duties of the Treafurer, Secretary, and

Auditors fhall be {fuch as the faid Proprietors, by any Bye-l.,aw by them

made, fhall pre{cribe; and that the faid Proprietors fhail have full Power

to prefcribe the Manner and Form according to which Bye-Laws, Rules,

Regulations and Statutes are to be enalted, altered or repealed,

~Qualifcation  1X. And be it further enalted, That the Prefident, Vice-Prelidents, Ma-
of Prefident, nagers, the aforefaid Eight Vilitors, the Treafurer, Secretary and Au-
s ditors, fhall be elefted from and be elefted by the aforefaid Corporate
Body ; butthat no Member of the {aid Corporate Body, unlels a Member
who (hal] have fubfcribed and paid the Sum of Fifty Guineas or upwards,
fhall be eligible to the Offices of Prefident and Vice-Preflident; 2and no
‘Member of the {aid Corporate Body fhall be eligible to the Office of Ma-
nager, unlefs {fuch Member fhall have fubfcribed and paid the Sum of
T wenty Guineas or upwards ; and that everv Member of tie faid Corpo-
rate Body fhall have free Admiflion to the Library and Mufeum of the

faid Academical Iafticution, fubject to fuch Regulations as the Maa
nagers may ordaln.

ViGtors. - X. And be it further enated, That in addition to the aforefaid Eight.
ele@ive Vifitors, the Primate of all Jre/and for the Time being, the Mar-
quis of Doenegall, and the Marquifles of -Donegaél in Succeffion, the Bilhop
.of Dromore and his Succeffors, and the Bithop of Down and Connor and

- his Succeflors, the Provolt of the College ot the Holy and Undivided .
T rinity near Dublin, the Moderator of the General Aflembly of the Synod
of Ulfler, the Reprefentatives in Parhiament of the Town of Belfaft, the
Reprefentatives in Parliament for the Counties of Down and Antrim,
and the Sovereign of the faid Town of Belfaf, all for the Time being,
thall be Vifitors of the faid Academical Infticution, with the fame Powers,
Authority and Jurifdiétion, that fhall or may hereafter be given to the
Eight Vifitors fo to be eletted as aforefaid.

Subloribers .« 2is And be it further enafted, That for the Encouragement of Genius

of 3 certain 10 the lower Ranks of the People, every Member of the faid Corporate

Sum to have Body who f{hall have fubfcribed and paid into the Hands of the T'reafurer

one Boy the Sumof One hundred Guineas or upwards, fhall have the Privilege

educated. ¢ appointing one Boy to be educated as a Day-Scholar or Extra-Student
in the faid Academical Inftitution, free of all Expence. |

‘ Xll, And




50" GEORGII III. Cap.193.

X1I. Andbeit further ena&ed, That every Member of the {aid Corporate
Body fhall have the Power during his Life of transferring all the Rights
and Privileges which he may hold and' enjoy as a Member of the faid
Body Corporate, to any Perfon, by a Notification in Writing under his
Hand to the Managers of the faid Academical Iaftitution, to be laid before
the faid Managers at any Meeting of them duly affembled, containing the
Name, Place of Refidence, and Situation in Life of the Per{on to whom
fuch Transferis intended to bs made, for their Approbation; asd (hould
the Managers difapprove of the Perfon {0 notified, then the Member may
proceed to nominate in the Manner aforefaid untl fome Perfon fo
notified fhall be approved of by the Managers; and on the Perfon fo
notified being approved of the Managers, they fhall order the Name

of the Perfon {o notified and approved of to be entered together

with a Memorandum of fuch Transfer by the Secretary, in a Book to be
kept for that Purpofe, to be. called the Book of *¢ Transfers”; and on
fuch Entry being fo made, the Perfon fo nominated thall be a Member
of the faid Corporate Body, and fhall ufe, exercife and enjoy all the
Rights and Privileges of a Member of the faid Corporate Body, in the
Place of the Perfon fo making fuch Transfer.

XT11. And be it further enaéted, That if any Bye-Law, Rule, Regulation
or Statute to be made by the faid Proprictors under the Power herein-
before given to them of making the fame, fhall contain any Thing contrary
to the feveral Matters and Things by this A& enaded, then {uch Bye-
Law, Rule, Regulation and Statute fhall be null and void.

XIV. And be it enacted, That no Order, Rule, Regulation or Bye-Law
which fhall be hereafter made by the Proprietors, according to the Provi-
fions for making the fame hereinbefore mentioned, fhall be good, valid
or effe€tual, nor fhall any Rule, Regulation or Bye-Law be amended,
altered orrepealed, unlefs fuch Order, Rule, Regulation or Bye-Law, or
any Amendment, Alteration or Repeal of fuch Order, Rule, Regulation
or Bye-Law, fhall have been fubmitted to and allowed and approved of
by the Lord Lieutenant or Chief Governor of Governors and Privy-
Council of Ireland for the Time. being, who are hereby empowered
and required, on Requeft from Time to Time made by or on Behalf of
any Eight of the Managers for the Time being, to perufe and examine
all fuch Orders, Rules, Regulations or Bye.Laws, as fhall from Time
‘to Time be made, amended, altered or repealed by the Proprietors, in
purfuance of this A&, and laid before them the faid Lord Lieutenant or
Chief Governor, or Governors and Privy-Council of Ireland, for the Time
being, and to allow and approve of, or to difallow or difapprove of  the
fame or any Part thereof, or to allow and approve of, or to difallow
and difapprove of the whole or any Part thereof, as to them fhall from
Time to Time feem proper and expedient; and for doing thereof no
Fee or Reward fhall be paid or taken : Provided always, That if within
Thirty Days after fuch faid Requeft in Writing, together with the Draft
of {fuch Order or Orders, Rule or Rules, Regulation or Regulations,

Bye-Law or Bye-Laws, or any Amendment, Alteration or Repeal of

the fame, fhall have been lodged with the Clerk of the Privy-Council of

Ireland, and with the Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant or Chief Go-
vernor or Governors of [reland for the Time being, the fame fhalil not be
returned to the Secretary of the faid Academical Inftitution with the Dife

(Loc, &F Per.] 48 D approbation
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approbation of fuch Order, Rule, Regulation or Bye-Law, or anv
Amendment, Alteration or Repegl of any fuch Order, Regulation, Rule
or Bve-Law, that then the fame "fo made by the Propricters according to
the Provifions hereinbefore fet forth fhall be good and valid to all
Intents and Purpofes, provided it contains nothing contrary to the Laws -
and Statutes of this Realm, any Thing herein contained to the contrary
notwith{tanding.

Proprietors XV. And be it further enaéted, That the {aid Corporation fhall be able

may Purchafe zpn( capable in Law to purchafe, take and enjoy Mefluages, Lands or Tene-

Landz, ments not exceeding the Value of Two Thoufand Five Hundred Pounds
per annum, and by Indenture under their Common Seal, to demife or lcafe
the Mefluages, Lands or Tenements vefted or to be velted in them
in purfuance of this A¢t, or any Part or Parcel thereof, for any Num-
ber of Years not exceeding the Term of Thirty-one Years, fo as upon
every fuch Demife or Leafe there be referved and made payable Half.
yearly to the {aid Proprietors and their Succeffors, during the faid Term,
as much Rent as at the Time of making fuch Leate or Demile can be
really bad for the fame from a folvent Tenant, and {0 as no Fine, Income,
or other Refervation be taken for the fame, than fuch Rents referved to
the {aid Trultees and their Succeffors, and fo as every fuch Leafe or
Pemife be made 1n Pofleflion and not in Reverfion.

\

Corporation X VI, And be ic¢ further enafed, That in all Aftions to be {ued or

me Pa}fad commenced againft the faid Corporation, upon any Deed, Contrat, or

pERery- Engagement, under the Common Seal of the faid Corporation, it fhall
and may be lawful for the faid Corporation in {fuch Action ta plead gene-
rally, that they owe nothing to the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs in fuch Action,
and that in all A&ions of Covenant which fhall be fued or commenced
againft the faid Corporation, it fhall and may be lawful for the faid
Corporation in fuch Action to plead generally, that they have not
broken the Covenants in fuch Deed, Contraét or Lngagement con-
tained, or any of them, and if thereupon Hiue fball be joined, it fhall
and miay be lawful for the Jury, if they fee Caufe upon the Trial of
fuch 1ffue, to find a Verdiét for the Plaintiff or Plaintifis in fuch Adtion,
and to give fo much or fuch Part only of the Sum demanded, if it be an
A&ion of Debt, or fo much in Damage if 1t be an Aclion of Covenant, as
it fhall appear to them upon the Evidence given upon {uch Trial, fuch
Plaintiff or Plaintiffs cught in Juftice to have, or is or are entitled to, any
Law, or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding,

Public A&. X VII. And be it further enaéted, That this At fhall be deemed and
taken to be a Public A, and all Judges, Jultices, and others are hereby
required to take Notice thereof as fuch, without the {ame being ipecially

pleaded.

il o
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