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An Act to exp’!ain and amend an A& paffed in the

Thirty-eighth Year of His Majefty, for inclefing
I ands in the Manor and Parith of Portbury, in

the County of Somerfet. [2oth May 1809.]

y HEREAS an A& was pafled in the Thirty-eighth Year of His
prelent Majelty, intituled, An A& for dividing, allotting, and
inclofiny certain Moors, Gommons, o wafte Lands, lying within

L]

38 G. 3.

the Manor and Parifb of Portbury, in the Gounty of Somerfet; and certain
Perfons were thereby named and appointed Commiflioners for carrying the

faid A& into Execution : And whereas the faid Commiflioners immediately
proceeded to the Difcharge of their Office, in the Manner prefcribed by the
faid A& ; and under the Powers therein contained, certain Roads or Drove
Ways were fet out and have been made, and feveral Exchanges were eftected,
and certain Parts of the faid Lands were fold by the Taid Commiflioners,
for difcharging the Expences of carrying the faid A& into Exscution :
And whereas a certain Common called Portbury Wharf, containing
Two hundred and fifty-eight Acres, er thereabouts, and abounded by the
Briftol Channel on the North, and by an ancient Sea.wall ‘or Embank-
nient, under the Care of the Commifiioners of Sewers on the South, was

One of the Commons by the faid A&t direCted to be divided, allotted,

and inclofed: And whereas the faid Common called Portbury Wharf cxtends
(Loc, & Per.] 22 N ~ about
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about One Mile and a Quarter along the Side of the Briffs! Channel, and
before the pafling of the faid A&t the whole of the fame Common was
occalionally overflowed by the Sea, and therefore of little Value: And
whereas the {aid Commiffioners, in order to comply with the Pro-
vifions of.the faid AQ, fo far as refpefted the faid Common called
Portbury Wharf, and to enable them to divide the fame advantageoully
among the Perfons interefted therein, caufed a Bank eof Karth to be
ereCted for the whole Length of the faid Wharf, alorg the Side of
the Brifa/ Channel, and allo a Ditch with a Sluice or Floodgate:
And whereas it 1s conceived, that if a Bank bad not been ercéted 1t
would have been impoffible to divide or enclofe the {uid Whart, inalfmuch
as the Ditches to be made therein would have been flled with Mud, ard.
the Fences carried away by every Spring Tide, and at Low Water the
Cattle depaftured thereon would have been able to pafs from Field to
Field : And whereas no Inundation bas taken place fince the faid Bank was
raifed, and the Proprictors of the {aid Wharf Lands have held their
refpeftive Allotments withour any Irruption or Inconvenience from the
Sea : And whereas the faid Commiffioners made their Award in purluance
of the faid A& on the Fourth Day of March One thoufand eight hundred
and fix, and thereby (amongft other Things) ordered and awarded, that
the Roads and Drove Ways appointed within the faid Common called
Portbury Whkarf, and allo the faid Sca-wall or Sea-bank, and the Sluice
thereunder, and the Tunnel by them buil: and erefted, and a Ditch on
the Sourhward Side of the faid Sea-wall or Sea.bank, and alio the Poits
and Rails ere&ted on the Euflt or Weft End thereof, thould be repaired,
maintained, and made new, and in g20d Condition kepr, by the Owners
and Occuphers for the Time being of all and fingular the feveral Ailot-
wments of Land, Part of the faid Common called Portbury Wharf, 1cld by
the faid Commiflioners in purfuance of the faid A&, and the fcveral other
Divifions and Allotments of Land therein.afier particularly mentoned,
to be fet out, allotted, and awarded on the faid Common called Portoury
Wharf, and the feveral and refpective old incloled Lands, 1n sefpect
whereof fuch laft-mentioned Divifions and Allotments were made, at thely
joint Expence, and in Proportion to the Quantity of Acres, Roods, andl
Perches of their faid feveral and refpective Lands, as the fame were par-
ticularly adjudged and affefled in and by th: Rate thereunto annexed, in--

titled, < The Rate for the Wharf Lands in purfuance of this Award ™

And whereas, in order to obtain Purchafers for thofe Parts of the Lands
fold for defraying the Expences of the faid A&, which were fituate
on the faid Common called Portbury Wharf, the 1aid Commifficners
found it expedient to declare, that the old inciofed Lands enutled
to Allotments on the faid Wharf, fhould be included and aflefled
in the faid Rate, indtuled, ¢ A Rate for the Wharf Lands:” And
whereas it has lately been found neceflary to levy a Rate for the Pur-
pofe of repairing the Sea-bank fo erefted by the faid Commiflioners as

aforefaid, and Doubts have been entertained whethier the faid Commil-

fioners were authorized to erc& the fame, or to award a Rate for the
Maintepance thereof, and if they had iuch Authorities, wheiher they
were authorized to include the faid inclofed Lands in the faid Rate :
And whereas the faid Sea-bank was effential to the Inclofure of the faid -
Whaif, and has been found fully to anfwer the Purpoles intended,

“and it is neceflary io the Prefervation of the {aid Inclofures, that the fame
fhould be kept vp; andit would be bencficial to the feveral Peiops 1nte-

relted
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zefted in the Premifes, if the Proceedings of the faid Commiflibners were
confirmed, (except as is herein-after excepted), and 1f furcher Provifions
were made for the Maintenance of the faid Works, and for the Payment
.and Application of the faid Rates:. May it therefore pleate Your Majefty -
that it may be enalted; and be it enafled by the King’s moit Lxcellent
‘Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Loras Spiritoal and
Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament aflembled, and by
the Authority of the fame, Thatall the Aéts and Proceedings of the faid Adts of the
Commiflioners, under or in' Execution of the fzid recited Act, and the faid gzm‘%‘mOH‘ 1
Award fo made and figned by them as hercin-before is recited, and every con?i?m‘:&f “
Claufe, Article, and Thing thercin contained, and the Rare or Affefl-
ment fubfcribed or annexed thereto, and intituted, *¢ A Rate tor the
W hartf Lands,” fhall be, and the fame are hereby confirmed and declared
to be as valid and effectual in all Refpects, and to all Intents and Purpofes
whatfoever, as if exprefs Provifions had been made in the {aid recited Act,
for the Ere&ion of the faid Bank of Earth or Sea Wall, and for making
the faid Rate or Affefiment, and charging the fame upon the l.ands |
and Hereditaments in the Manner in which the faave have been erected,
made, and charged by the faid Commiflioners and the faid Award 5 lave
and exceprt that the faid feveral and refpective old inclofed Lands 1n the
{everal Parithes of Portbury, Wraxhall, Clapton, and elfewhere, and the
feveral and refpeive Allotments and Lands on the Moors and Hills in the
f2id Parithes of Portbury, Wraxhall, Clapten, and elfewhere, fhall not be
fubje& or liable to the Payment of the faid Rate, or any Part thereof,
and the {ame are therefore hereby exprefsly difcharged theretrom; and
that the faid feveral Divifions and Allotments fer out allotted. and
awarded on the faid Common called Portbury Wharf as aforefaid, and the
' faid feveral Alloiments of Land, Part of the {aid Common called Poribury
Wharf, fofold by the faid Commiffioners as aforefaid, fhall alone conti« 7
nue lable to the Payment of the Whole of the faid Rate, in the {fame Mans
ner as if the whole Amount of the feveral Parts and Proportions of the
faid Rate, charged by the faid Commiffioners on each Proprietor in refpe&t
to his faid old inclofed Lands and Allotments, and Lands on the Moors
and Hills, and Allotments on the faid Common called Portbury Wharf, had
been exclufively charged by them on each Proprictor in refpeét to and
upon his Allotment on the faid Common called Portdury Wharf. |

1[. And beit further enaéted, That the Lord or Lords, Lady or Ladies Commiffion-
of the Manor of Portbury eforelaid, and each and every Owner and Pro: ersfor the -
prietor for the Time being of the Lands and Grounds included and affefled Land Wharfs.
in and by the faid Rate, called ‘¢ A Racte for the Wharf Lands,” f{hall
be, and they are hereby appointed Commiflioners for carrying this A&
into Execution.

III. And be it further enaded, That it thall be lawful for every Commi{- Commiffion-
fioner under this A&, by Writing under his or her Hand, from Time to €rsmayap-
_ Time, and for fuch Time as he or the fhall think fit, to nominate and %‘:“ﬁf '
appoint an Agent or Deputy to act in his or her Abfence as a Commuffioner aach
vnder this A& ; and every {uch Agent or Deputy -fhall and may in the
Abfence of the Perfon by whom he fhall be fo appointed, act as fuch Com-
miffioner accordingly, and fhall have the like Power and Authority as"if
the Perfon by whom he fhall be appointed were prefent; but no fuch
Agent or Deputy fhall be capable of ating as Agent or Deputy for tne
S | E - Purpol:s
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Oath or ey . . :
Affirmation., adminiftering the Oath or Afirmartion herein-after mentioned to any of the

.qualified, to
forfeit 20l,
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.g‘grpofcs of this Act for any. more than One Commiflioner ‘at any one

C'Gmmtmliﬂn‘ - IV. And be it further ena&ed, Thatno Perfon fhall be capable of acting
Outh oo e @t as fuch Commiffioner, or Agent, or Deputy, under this A&, (except it be in

Otl_;er Commiflioners), until he or fhe fhall have taken the Oath, or
being of the People called Quakers made the Affirmation following ; that

o~

15 to iay,

‘ I A. B. do dwear, (or, being of the People called Quakers, do

folemnly affirm), That T wili truly and impartially, according to the
belt of my Skill and Knowledge, execute and perform all and every the
Powers and Authorities, in the Execution whereof 1 thall at any Time
att as a Commiflioner | Agentor Deputy, as the Cafe may be, appointed
in and by an A&t made in the Forty-ninth Year of the Reign of His
Majelty King George the Third, intituled, An A& to explain and amend an
At paffed in1he Thirty-eighth Year of His prefent Majefty, for dividing and
inclofing certain Lands lying within the Manor and Parifb of Portbury, iz
the County of Sometfet.

r
™
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¢ So help me GOD.

Which Oath it fhall be lawful for any One of the Commiffioners under
this A& to adminifter, and he or fhe is hereby required to adminifter the
{ame to the.other Commiffioners accordingly. |

Perfons alt- V. And be it further enaed, That in cafe any Perfon thall prefume to

ing, notbeing 2 & 35 a Commiffioner, Agent, or Deputy under this A& before he or the {hall
have taken or made the faid Oath or Affirmation; orif any Perfon not being
v qualified asrequired by this Att, thall have acted or fhall have appointed
an Agent or Deputy who fhall have acted as fuch Agentor Deputy in the
Execution of this Ak, every fuch Perfon thall forteir and pay for every
fuch Offence the Sum of Twenty Pounds to any Perfon or Perfons who
fhall {ue for the fame, to be recovered with full Cofts of Suit by A&ion of
Debr, or on the Cale, Bill, Plaint, or Information in any of His Ma-
jefty’s Courts of Record at Wefminfler, and the Perfon {o prolecuted fhall

- prove that he or the has taken fuch Oath or made fuch Affirmation, and is
qualified as aforefaid, or otherwife fball pay the faid Sum of Twenty

- Younds witheut any other Proof or Evidence on the Part of the Proflccutor
than that fuch Perlon has a&ed as fuch Commiflioner in the Execution of
this A&, or has appointed fuch Agent or Depurty 3 One Moiety of which
Pcnalty thall be paid to the Profecutor, and the other Moiety fhall be ap-
phed to the Purpeles of this Act, in the fame Manner as if raifed by way

of Rate out of the Lands mn refpect of which {uch Penalty fhall have been

incursed.

vI. And be it further enaded, That the _CommidﬁdnaErs here'by 2P

"Times and

Places of pointed fhall, and they are hereby required, to hold their Firft Mceting

holdiig tor carrying this A¢t iato Exccution, 1n the Parith of }'bartburj afrefaid,
Meetings: o1 the Firft Monday in the Month of July One thoufand eight
hundred and nine, between the Hours of Ten and Twelve in the Fore-
noon, and fhall meect on the Firlt Monday 1a- the Month of July in
cach and every Year, between the Hours of Ten and Twelve in the Fore-

noun; in the Parith of Pertbury aforelaid 3 which lalt-mentioned Mectings
‘ | - fhall
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fhaH be called, ¢ The General Annual Meeting of the Commiflioners;’ and
the {aid Commmmrers thall and may, from Time to Time, adjourn their
Meetings to be holden at fome convenient Place within the faid Parith of
Par:bmv ~or within Six Miles thercof, as the major Part of the Commil-
floners prcfcnt at any fuch Mecting (hall appoint ; and if it (hall happen
that there fhail not appear a fuflicient Number of the Commiflioners at any
fuch Meeting to a¢t, or make fuch Adjournment, (‘I'wo Commiilioners to

 be deemed {uflicient for. the Purpofe of Adjournment,) or, if they fhall
refufe or negle& to adjourn; or, if any Two or more of them fhall deem
a Meeting of Commiflioners to bz neceflary or proper, before the Timne
appointed for the then next General Annual Mecting, or Meeung by
Adjournment, then and in every or any luch Cafe, fuch Two or more
Commiflioners fhall and may call a Meeting to be holden within the faid

- Parifth of Portbury, by Writing under their Hands affixed to the principal
Door of the Parith Church of Portbury aforefaid, and by publifbing the
fame in One of the Weekly Newlpapers, Ten Days at the lealt previous to
the Time of fuch Meeting ; and no A& ot the Commiflioners under this
A& (hall be good or valid unlefs done at fome public Meeting to be holden
bv virtue of this A& (exceptin the Cales herein otherwife provided for) s
and all the Powers and Authorities oranted to or vefted in the Commil-
fioners under this A&, fhall and may, from Time to Time, be exerciled
by the major Part of the Commiffioners prefent at any Meeting; the whole
Number prefent at fuch Meeting not being lefs than Three.

VII. Provided always, and be it further enalted, That all Queftions Al Queftions
relating to the Levying or Application of the Monics authorifed to be to be deter-
raifed by virtue of this A&, fhall be determined by the Majority of Votes ?f;f;dn?y (ﬂf’e
of the Commiflioners prelent, cither in Perfon or by Deputy, at the qutes_ /
Meeting at which fuch Queftions fhall arife and be agitated ; and if, upon
any fuch Queltion, the Number of Votes fhall be equal, the Chairman
for the Time being fhall have the cafting Vote.

VIII. And be it further enalted, That fair and regular Entries (hall Entries of
be made in a Book or Books to be provided for that Purpofe, of all the Proceedings,
A&s and Proceedings of the Commiffioners under this At, and of the g""d Bvis
Names of the Commiflioners prefent at che refpeétive Meetings; and the enee.
fame fhall be figned with the Name of the Clerk of fuch Commifflioners;
and all fuch Entries, being fo figned, fhall be admitied as'Evidence in 3l
Courts whatfocver.

i

IX. And be it further enalted, That the faid Commiflioners under this . appoint=
Act thall, at their Firft or any fubfequent Vieeting, appoint a Glerk or ing Officerse
Clerks, Treafurer, Surveyor, and {uch other Oﬂicer or Officers, for the

~ Execution of this A&, as they fhall think proper, and from Time to Time
remove them, or any of them, and appoint others as they fhall find ne-
ceflary or convenient, and by and out of the Monies to be railed by
virtue of the faid Al, or this A&, may and are hereby empowered to

appoint and pay fuch Sa‘arles and Allowances to fuch Officers, and to all
other Perfons by the faid Commiflioners employed in the Execution of
this A&, as they (hall think realonable ; and the faid Commiffijoners (hall
and may take fuch Security for the due Execution of the refpetive Offices
by fuch Perfon and Perfons as aforefaid, as the {fame Commiflioners fhall
think proper; and all fuch Officers and Perfuns, fo to be -appointed as
{Locs &9 Per. | 22 0 aforelaid,
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aforefaid, fhall, under their Hands, at fuch Time and Times, and in {och
Manner, as the Commtflioners fhall dice&, deliver to. the faid Commifiion-
ers, or to fuch Perfon ot Perfons as they {hall appoint, true and perfect
Accounts, in Wiiting, of all Matters and Things committed to their
Charge, and of ali Monies which (hall have been by fuch Officer or Offi-
cers, and Perfon or Perfons refpeGively, received by them by virtue and
for the Purpoles of this A&, and how much thereof bath been paid and
difburfed, and for what Purpofes, together with the proper and legal Re-
ceipts or Vouchers for {uch Payments, and f(hall pay all fuch Monies as
fhall remain n their refpetive Hands to the Commiflioners, or to fuch
Perfon or Perfons as fuch Commiffioners fhall appoint, and all the faid
Ofticers or Perfens {o accounting as aforcfaid, (hall verify the faid Ac-
counts upon Qath, {which Oath any of the Commiflioners is hereby en-
abled to adminifter) ;3 and if any fuch Officet or Perfon fhall not make and
rendér, or fhall refule to verify upon Oath any fuch Account, or fhali re-
fule to produce or deliver up the Receipts or Vouchers relating to the
fame, or fhall not deliver to the Commiffioners, or to {uch Perfon or
Peifons as they fhall appoinr, within Ten Days after being thereunto re-
quired by fuch Commiflioners, all Books, Papers, and Writings. in his
Lultody or Power, relating to the Exccution of this Act, or thall refufe or
neglet to pay fuch Moniesas upon the Balance of any Account or Ac-
ceunts fhall appear to be in his Hands, to the faid Commiflioners, or as
they thall diret, then and in any of the Calfes aforefaid fuch Commiffion-
ers may and are hereby authorized to bring or caule to be brought any
Afion or Altions againft the Officer or Ofhcers, Perfon or Perlons, fo
negleting or refufing as aforefaid; or if Complaint fhall be made by
fuch Commiflioners, or by the Perfon or Perfons they fhall appoint for
that Purpofe, of any fuch Refufal or Neglelt as aforefaid, to any Two
or more of the Juftices of the Peace for the County or Place wherein {uch
Officer or Officers, Perfon or Perfons, fo neglecting or retufing (hall be
and refide, fuch Juftices may and are hereby authorized and required, by
a Warrant or Warrants unger thewr Hands and Seals,, to caule the Officer
or Officers, or other Perfon or Peflons fo retuling or negleting to be
‘brought before them,and upon his or their appearing, or not being found,
10 hear and determine the Matter in a fummary Way ; and if upon the
Conteflion of the Party or Parties, or bv the Teftimony of any credible
Witnefs or Witnefles upon Qath, {which Oath fuch Juftices are hereby
- empowered to adminilter) it fhall appear to fuch Juitices that any of the
. Money that fhall bhave been coile€ted or railed by virtue of this A&
fhall remain in the Hands of fuch Officer or Officers, or other Perfon or
Perlons, fuch Juftices may and are hereby authorized and required, upon
Non-payment thereof, or Retufal to pay the {fame, by a Warrant or War.
sants under their Hands and Seals, to caule fuch Money to be levied
by Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods and Chattels of fuch Officer oy Offi«
" cers, or other Perfon or Perfons refpectively 3 and that if no Goods or
Chattels of fuch Officer or Oificers, or Perdon or Perfons, can be found
fufficient to anfwer and {atisfy the faid Monvey, and the Chaiges of dii
training and felling the lame, or it 1t fhall appear to fuch Juitices, upon
the Confeflion of the Party or Partics, or by the Teltimony of any credible
Witnefls or Witneflcs upon Oath, (which Oath the faid Juftices are heredy
empowered to adminifter) that any {uch Ofhlicer or Perfon fhall not have
made and rendered, or fhall refule to verify upon Oath any fuch Ac-

<ount or fhall refufe to produce or deliver up the Receipts or Vouchers
' relating
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relating to the fame, or fhall not have delivered to the faid Ccmmlﬂ’]oners,
or to fuch Perfon or Perfons as they fhall have appoiated, within Ten
- Days after being thereuato required by fuch Commiflioners, all Books,
Papers, and Writings in his Cuftody or Power relating to the Execution of
this A&, then, cr in either of the Cafes atorefaid, fuch Jufiices fhall com-
mit every fuch Offender to the Common Gaol or Houle of Correction for
the faid County of Somerﬁ’z‘, there to rema'n, without Bail or Mainprize,
until he fhall give and make a true and perfe& Account and Payment ag
atorefaid, or unul he thall compound with the faid Commniffioners, and fhall
have paid fuch Compofition in fuch Manner as they f(hall appoint, which
Compofition the fame Commiilioners are hereby empowered to make,
and unti} he thall deliver up to them {uch Books, Papers, Vouchers, _ancl'
Writings zs aforefaid, or give them Satistaltion 1n refpect thereof.

" X. Aud be it further enated, That the faid Commiffioners fhall and fictlons to be.
may fue and be fued in the Name of their Clerk, and that no Acion :JI;ch C;ﬁ;.i.
brought or commenced by or againft the Commxfﬁoners, or any of them,
by virtue or on account of this A&, in the Name of their Clerk, fhall
abate or be difcontinued by the Death or Removal of fuch Clerk, or by
the A& of fuch Clerk, without the Confent of the Commiflioners, but fuch
Clerk for the Time b ing, fhall always be deemed Plaintift or Defendant in
fuch A&tion, asthe Cale may be, except in fuch Action or Attions as fhall
be profecuted between the Commiflioners and their Clerk for the Time
beiny, in which any One of fuch Commiffioners fhall or may be Plainuft
or Defendant as the Cafe thall be; and every fuch Clerk, or Commif~
fioner, in whole Name any Aftion or Suit fhall be commenced, prole-
cuted, or defended in purfuance of this A&, {hall be reimburfed out of the
Monws toarife by virtue of the faid A& or this A&, all fuch Cofts and
Charges as by the Event of any {uch Proceedings he or fhe thall be put
to, or become chargeable with, by reafon of his or her being {o made

Plaintiff or Defendanr.

XI. And be it further enaéted, That the {aid Commiffioners under this'/A& works of
{nall be, and they are hereby fully erapowered and required, from Time to_Drainagete -
Time, by fuch Agents or Perfons as they fhall think proper to employ, be kept in
to’ {upport, maincain, repair, and improve the fsid Bank of Earth or XePar™
Sea Wall, and all fuch Roads, Drove Ways, Drains, Banks, Ditches, .,
Sluices, Bridges, and other Works, as have been made or ereted by
the faid Commiflioners appointed by the faid A& of cthe Thirty-eighth
~ Yeor of the Reign of His prefent Majefty, upon the faid Commen
called Portbury Wharf, and by them directed to be repalred and main-~
tained out of the Monies to be raifed by way of Rate, as herein-before
and in the faid Award 1s menticned, and from Time to Time (0 renew,
alter, and enlarge fuch of the faid Works, as fhall fall into decay, and be-
come 1acapable of being repaired.

X11. And be it further enalted, That the faid Commiffioners under this CommiTion
A€t fhall and may from Time to Time, and ac all Times hereafter, at e may levy
any of their Meetings to be holden 1n purfuance of this Act, order and Ratcs, )
direct the Whole or any equal propmtional Part of the Rate made by the
faid Commiflioners, appointea by the faid Act of the Thirty.cighth Year
of the Reign ot HIS prefent Ma;::ﬁy, and annexed to their faid Award,
s0 be levied and paid for the Purpolc of raifing fuch Sum and Sums, as

“they

%1
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they the faid Conmiiffioners under this A&, thall from Time to Txmc
judge neceflary, for repairing am:ifmamtammg the faid Bank of Earth
or Sea Wall, Ditches,. Stuites; R@adq ‘Ways; and other Works herein-
before mentioned, and for making any necrifary Alterations  or Ko
largements therem or thereto ; and abl and wer}r Sums and Sum. of Monev,
10 ordcred and direéled to b'c levied and paue, thall be collected by Zlfld |
paid to fuch Colle€or or Colle&ors, or other Perfon or Perfors, and at
fuch Times, as the (aid Commiffioners under this At thall appownt 3 and
fhall be applrrd by them in-difcharge of all fuch Expc:ncea as ihall be .
mcurred in the E“{"‘{:Utlon of this Ak, L

Appeal to . X1, Provided always and be it furthﬁr ena&ed, That 31 cafe the fazd
Three Commiffioners, or any of them, or a Majority of them, prefent in Per-

f]’uﬁwes. fon or by Agent or Deputy, at.any Public Meeting to be called for that

Purpole, fhall at any-Time hereafter, neglett or refufe to complete the
feveral A&s and Procee....mp;s of the faid Commiflioners under or in F.x-
ecution of the faid recited Aét, and Award m purfuance thereof, fo made
as aforefaid, refpecting the faid Common called Portbury Wharf, or fhall
neglect or refufe to make and order a Rate for the Purpofe of.repairi ng
the faid Bank of Earth or 3ea Wall, or the {aid Ditch, Sluice, or Floud
Gate, and other Works herein-before mentioned,’ then‘and in every {uch
- Cafe it thall and may be lawful for any T'wo or more of the Commiflioners
“under this A&, by Writing under their Hands ftating for whit Purpofe;
‘to appeal to any Three of His Majﬂﬁy s Juftices of the Peace in the a..,ounty!
of Samerﬁt (not mtereﬁed in the Premifes,) who  are hereby authorifed
and required forthwith upon every fuch Appeal to fommen all Parties
before them, and within Twenty Days after fuch Appeal being made
to hear ‘and determine, on the Evidence of fuch Perfon or Perlons as
fhall appedr before them in confequence of fuch Summons, the Matter of
every fuch Appeal,and to make fuch Order, and award fuch Cofts and
- Charges therein as to. them fhall feem meet ; and fuch Order:and Award
fhall be thereupon enforced under and by ‘Means of the Proviloes.and
Powers of this A&, in the fame Manuer as if made by the Commlﬂlen@rs

,apyolnfed thereby _ LT

Tenants to XIV And bé it further ena&ed, That all Tenants and Occuplers of" the

pay Taxes. Lands and Grounds incloded and affefled in and by the fuid Rare  hall,
| and are hereby authorized aod required, to pay fuch Sums of Moriey, as
fhall be direé:ed to be paid for the Lands in their refpeltive Occupations,

- by the faid Commiffioners, to the Colle&or or Colle@ors, or other Perfon |

m or' Perfons appointed by the faid Commiflioners for the Purpo'e of receiv-
ing the fame; and it fhall be lawful for every fuch Tenant-and Occupier

to deduét and retain the fame out of his or her Rent or Rents; and the

feveral Owners are hereby required to allow fuch Dedu@ion, and every

fuch Tenant Paying fuch Rate or Aflef{lment {hall be dsfcharged of fo

much Moncy as the fame thall amount to, as fully as if tht.. Iame had

bten paid to hls or hel Landlord

o~

‘For Recovery XV And be it further cna&ﬁd That in cafe any me:r or Owners, Te-
of Rates. pant or Tenants, or Occupier or Occupiers of apy Lands. or Grounds
included in the” faid Rate, fhall make Default in. Payment of the
Whole or any’ Part of the Sum'or Sums of Money direted to be paid

by or levied upon ‘him, her, or them, for orin rcipeﬂ of fuch [Lands ve
- 2 - Gn@unds o
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Grounds, or any Part thereof, and fhall continue in fuch Defdult by the
Space of Fourtéen Days next after the Time appointed by the faid
Commiffioners under this A& for fuch Payment, and after Demand of
fuch Sum or Sums of Money made by the Colle&or or Collettors, or other
Perfon or Perfons authorifed to colleét the fame, by Writing left at the
ultzal Place or Placés of Abode of fuch Owner or Owners, Tenant or Te-
nants; or Occupier or Occupiers ; or in cafe fuchOwner or Owners, Tenant
or Tenants, Occupier or Occupiers, fhall not have any Place of Abode

1989

within “the faid Parith of Portbury or within Two Miles of the {fame, then

(after Demand made by the faid Collector or Colle&ors or other Perfon or
Perfons authorifed to colle€t fuch Sum or Sums of Money, by Notice 1n
Writing affixed on fonie confpicuous Part ¢f the Premiles chargeable theres
- with) it fhall and may be lawful to and for fuch Collettor or Collectors or
other Perfon or Perfons authorifed as aforefaid, by virtue of any Warrant
or Precept under the Hands and Seals of any Two or more of the faid

Commiflioners, (which Warrant or Precept fuch Two or more Commif- -

fioners are hereby empowered and required to make and give as Occalion
fhall require, though not affembled at any Meeting in purfuance of this
A&), to enter into and upon all or any Part of ‘the Lands fo rated and
afletfed as aforefaid, and into or upon all or any Mefluages or ‘Tenements
thereupon ftanding, and to levy fuch Sum and Sums of Money by Dil-
tre{s and Sale of the GoOds, Chattels, and Effeéts then and there found,
in the fame Manner as Landlords are by Law entitled to diftrain and fell
the Effetts of their Tenants for Rent in Arrear under common Demifes
or Leafesat Rack Rent ; ‘and the Overplus (if any) of the Money arifing
from {uch Diftrefs and Sale, after Payment of the faid Sum or Sums ot
Morey, and the Cofts and Expences attending the levying and Recovery
thereof, {hall be returned on Demand to the Owner or Owners of iuch
- Goods; Chattels, and Effelts. * ‘

- X VL Provided always, and be it further enacted, That in cafe any of the
Lands or Grounds included and affefied in and by the faid Rate fhall at
any Time hereafter be untenanted or unoccupied, fo that no {fufficient
Diftrefs can be made for levying the Sum or Sums of Money direéted to be
paid in refpect thereof, then the Lands and Grounds chargeable with fuch
~Sum or Sums of Money fhall remain a Security for Payment of the fame,
and all Goods, Chattels, and Effects, which fhall at any Time thereafter
bé found thereon, fhall and may from Time to Time be diftrained and

Lands antee
nanted to re-
mMain as Sece
rity for Rates,

" {old in the Manner aforefaid, until fuch Sum and Sums of Money, and all

Arrears.thereof, and the Charges incident to fuch Diftrefs and Sale, fhall te
fully’ paid and fatistied. -

X-VII: Andbeit further ena@ed, Thatif any Petfon or Perfons thall wilfully
and malicioufly cut, break down, demolith, or deftroy any Bank, Dam,
Flocdgare, Sluice, or other Works already made, cr which fhallat any Time
hereafter be mace or ereéted, fupported, maintained, or ufed, in'purfuance
cf the faid' récited Act-or of this Act, within the faid Common, for pro-
teting the faid Lands called. Portbury Wharf trom the Sea, or for draining
the fame, every Pcifon {o offending,’and being convicted, thall be guilty of
Felony, and the Court before whom fuch Perion or Perfons thall be tried and
corvicced fhall have Power and Authority tw caufz fuch Perfon or Pera
fons ro be tranfported for Scven Years, orin Mitigation of fuch Punifh-
ment may award fuch Sentence as the Law directs in Cales of Petry Larceny.

[ Loc. & Per, ] 22 P AVIII. And

Punithment
for deftroying
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Appeal to the X VIIL And be it further ehacted, That if any Perfon or Perfons, or Body

Seflionz,

Diftrels not
uniawfu! for
wantof Form,

General
Saving.

Public Actt.

- or Bodies Politic, . Corperate, or Coilegiate, fhall think himfelf, herfelf,

or themlielves agprieved by any Thing done in purfuance of this A&,
then and tn every fuch Cafe, he, fhe, or they may appeal to the Juftices
of the Peace at the General Quarter Seffions of the Peace which fhall be
holden for the laid County of Somerfet, within Four Calendar Months
next aiter the Cdule of Complaint (hall have arifen, on giving to the
Clerk of the faitd Commiflioners under this A& Ten Days Notice in
Writing of the Intention to appeal, and of the Matter thereof ; and the
Jultices (not 1nterefted in the Premifes) at their General Quarter Seffions,
are hereby required to hear and determine the Matter of every iuch Appeal,
and to mzke fuch Order, and award fuch Coftsland Charges, as to them
in their Difcretion thall feem reafonables and by their Order or Warrang
to levy the Cofts and Damages which fhall be fo awarded, by Diftrels and
Saie of the Gor.ds and Chattels of the Party or Parties .liable to pay the
fame, rendering the Overplus (if any to the Owner or Owners of fuch
Goods and Chattels, after deducting the reafonable Charges of fuch
Warrant, Diflrefs, and Sale; and fuch Determination of the jaid Juftices

1all be final and conclufive to all Parties concerned; and in cale any
fuch Appzal fhall appear to the faid Juftices to be frivolous, vexatious, or
without Foundation, then the faid Juftices fhall award {uch Cofts to be
paid by the Appellant or Appellants as to them in thejr Difcretion fhall
fecmn reafonable, to be levied in Manner aforefaid . '

- XIX. And be it further ena&ed, That where any Diftrefs fhall be made
by virtue of this A@, the Diftrefs itfelf fhall not be deemed unlawful,
nor the Party or Pardes making the fame be deemed a Trelpafler or Tref-
paflers, on Account of any Delect or Want of Form in the Rate or Order
of Pavment of the Sum to he levied, or in the Information, Summons,
Conviftion, Warrant, Diftre(s, or other Proceedings relating thereto;
nor fhall the Party or Parties diftraining be deemed a Trefpafler or Trel-
paflers ab initio, on Account of any Irregularity which fhall be afterwards
done by hiv, her, orthem; but the Perfon or Perfons aggrieved by {uch

Jrregularity fliall and may recover full Satisfaltion for the Special Damage

in an A¢tion upon the Cale;

X X. Saving always to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, His Heirs and
Succeffors, and to all and every other Perfon or Perlons, Body or
Bodies Politic, Corporate, or Collegiate, bis, her, and their Heirs, Sucs,
ceffors, Execvtors, and Adminiftrators, all fuch Rigbt, Title, and Ince-
reft, . notintended to be by this A& barred, abridged, or affeCted, as they,
every, orany of them, could or ought to have had and enjoyed in, to, or
out of the Lancs and Gronnds included and affeffed in acd by the {ad
relpective Rates in cafe this At had not been pafied,

X XI. And be it further enzéted, That this A& fhall be degmed and
taken to be a Public A&, and fhall be judicially taken Notice of as fuch
by all Judges, Juftices, and others without being ipecially pleaded.
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