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An Act for the more easy ‘and  speedy Recovery of

~ Small Debts within the Hundred of Codsheath, and
other Places therein mentioned, in the County of

Kent. .~ - [27th May 1808. ]

Y HEREAS the Inhabitants and Trade of the feverél Parithes
and Places within the feveral Hundreds of Codfbeath, Somerden,

VY Wepterham, and Edenbridge, Wrotham, -Brenchley and- Horfmon-
den, Wafbling ffone, and of the Lowey of -Tonbridge, and the Ville and
Liberty of Brafted, in the County of Kent, have of late Years very much
increafed : And whereas the feveral Tradefmen and Inhabitants of the
feveral Parifhes and Places within the faid feveral Hundreds, and of the
faid- Lowey, Ville, and Liberty -refpectively, are, for the Purpole of reco-
vering any {mall Sums of Money that may. be -due and owing to them,
obliged, under the refpective Jurifdictions to which they mult at prelent
refort, to be at an Expence generally far exceeding and in all Cafes highly
difproportionate to the Sum in Difpute: And whereas it would tend
greatly to the Improvement and Encouragement of Trade, and to the
neceflary Support and Protection of ufeful Credit in the feveral Parifhes
and Places within the faid feveral Hundreds, and in the faid Lowey, Ville
and Liberty, if a Court were eftablifhed for the more. .ealy and {peedy
 Recovery of fuchfinall Debts ; but as the fame. cannot be effected with.
out the Aid and Authority of Parliament: May 1t therefore pleafe Your
Majefty that it may be - enacted-; and be. it enacted by the King’s moit
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Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commeons, in this prefent Parliament affem-
Commiffion- bled, and by the Authority of the fame, That the {everal Juftices for the
ers. Time being acting in the Commiffion of the Peace for the faid County of
Kent, refiding within the faid feveral Hupdreds, Lowey, Ville and Liberty,
the Minifters for the Timg being of the feveral Panifh Chyrghes within
the faid feveral Hundreds, Lowey, Ville and Liberty refpectiyely, and
Francis Motley Auften, Francis Woodgate, Henry Streatfisld of Bevenoaks,
Peter Nouaille the younger, Charles Willard, — Whitehead Clerk,
Daniel Dodgin, Charles Carter Petley, Thomas Mortimer Kelfon, George
Lucius Aufien, Jobn Martin the younger, Edwin Willmott, Edward Jardine,
Thomas Clarke, Jphu Lee, Willigm Daykin, Jobn Arrow, William George
the elder, John George, Willian Jobnfon, Ambrofe Auflen, Valentine Hackle-
ton, George Weftbrook, Abrabam Palmer, Jobn Nafb, Stoneham, John
Heath the younger, James Weller, Richard Colebrook, Robert Comfort,
Thomas Child, William Bowra, William Foreman, William Hodfoll, William
Arnold, Jofeph Bradley, James Hodfoll, John Carnell, Peter Cazalett, George
Brooks, Thomas Relph, Thomas Relph the younger, Philip Firmin, James
Harbroe, Richard Turner, Nicholas Streatfield, Richard Streatfield, George
Franks, Robert Stone, James Martyr, William Ewvereft, William Stunt, Wil-
liam Squib, Thomas Selby of Otford, Richard Goodman, George Golding,
James Kebbel, Peter Agate, James Cramp, William Waller, Thomas Willmott,
Henry Willmott, Thomas Kebbel, William Round, Samuel Love, George
Brooker,. Solomon Mills, Jobn Thorpe, Richard Round, Stephen Woodgate,
T homas Thompfon, Stephen Ades, - Raotes, William Cronk, William T onge,
Robert Paul Waring, David Colegate, William Hooker, James Tyler, Abra-
bham Barbam, Jobn Brampton, Jobn Foulerton, William Chapman, Charles
Wilmott, James Sale, James Sale the -younger, Jobn Wingate,” Thimas
Koung, Jobp Lomas, Jobn Maylin, ~—-— Whité, Regingld Hooker, David
-Stone, Henry- Streatfeild, Henry Streatfeild the younger, —— Minching,
e Keys, James Alexander, "Thomas Emery, Jobn Tyler, Nicholas Gaines-
fard, T homas Holmden the elder, Thomas Holmden the younger, - George
Holmden, William Cork, John Humphrey, James Double, Richard Bannifter,
Thomas Potier, e I ells, —=— Pickance,William Turner, Michael Saxby,
Thomas Fofter,” Thomas Sale,- Charles Barrell, Thomas Selby of Ightham
Moat, William Taylor, John Botting, Robert Hubble, James Taylor, Thomas
Wenowles, Thomas Harrifon, James Bast, Thomas Taylor of, ,:Ighthalp,
William Walter, John Simpfon of Shipborne, . Charles Haddock; Jobn Simp-
Jon of ¥air Lawn, George Taylor, Thomas Taylor of Plaxtol, Richard Knowles,
William Knowles, Thomas Martin, Thomas Chilman, Davies Deane, William
Deane,. William' Harrifon, Thomas Hackett, Thomas Jull, Edward Olive,
William Edmeades, Robert Edmeades, Thomas Fry, Jofeph Spencer, Thomas
Jobnfon, Jobn . Jull the younger, Martin Maflers,- George. Luck, William
Lidck,. Jobn :George Children, - George. Courthopey George Courthope the
younger, -Edward Hufley..the .younger, William Woodgate, William Francis
Woodgate, Henry Woodgate,: JohnWeodgate, Thomas Ponton, Thomas. Ponton
she.youngery John Ponton, James Burton, William ——— Burton, James Bur-
ton .the younger, Jobu Hartrup Weft, James Eldridge Weft, Vicefimuys Knox,
Lhomas Watfan, William Thomas, Thomas. Pangfwell, Baden: Powell, Chrif-
topber Idle, Walter May, Walter May. the younger;, Siephen. Hooker, Thomas
Hooker, lfaac Leferre, George Whittaker, Benjamin Tycker, Thomas Mercer,
Jabn Liuxford, Thomas Chrif} opber. Gardner, William Sjmmons, Michael Saxoy
of Tonbridge, Jobn Leefon Peince, George Lingard, Jobn, Fuzzardy, Jofeph

“Sclater,
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Sclater, William Scoones, Samuel Mills, Robert Carruthers, William Polhill
Douthwaite, William Thomas Harvey, Jofeph Delves, Thomas Delves, Thomas - -
Beeching, Jobn Jeffery, Charles Lewis Bouvicr; Jofeph Creafy, Jofeph Cave,
John Cheefman, Willigm. Eldridge, George Wray Eldridge, William Feld.-
wick, Jofeph Gatward, Jobn King, Thomas Kipping, Jobn Luckbur/?, William
Longhurft, Jobn Mugridge, William Vanderlure Mills, Gearge Ofborne 'the
younger, William -Parker, Willigm Ring, Marlow Sidney, Jobhn Sherlock,
James Sutton, William_ Toivn, Gegrge Wife, John Ware, John Wells, William
Wright, William Walker, Richard Children, . Jobn Francis; John Fowle, John
Landon, Richard Streatfield, John Stone, Samuel Sloman, Thomas Vine, Jobn
Waite, Robert Dudley, Edward Elliott, Jobn Fry, Thomas Huntley, Richard
Jopes, Thomas Maryap, Jobn Parfons, Thomas Sawyer, Robert Skinner,
Thomas Hubble, William Mugridge, John Martin, Henry Eldridge, William
Jewburft, Jobn Jewhurfl, John Milles, John Richardfon, Thomas Mills,

- Jobn Barton of the Clofe, William Barton of the Bourne, Thomas Barton
of the Parlonage, William Carnell, Thomas Kipping, John Porter, John
Palmer, Jobn Saxby, Edward Walter, John Collens, William Collens,
Francis Collens, Richard Ellis, Jopn Fuggle, Thomas Fielder, Richard
Fuggle, Ambrofe Gibbons, Stephen Monckton, Bold Marchant, Alexander
Wimfburft, Thomas Hook, George Lanfdell, Thomas Lavender, David Twort,
Thomas Prickett, William Beorman, Jobn Winder, Jamgs Wiles, Stephen
Dickenfon, Francis Hartridge, Henry Crundwell, Richard Milesthe younger,
Thomas Pocock, William Baldock, Edmund Bennett, Thomas Cheefman,
James Fry, William Fenner, Jafper Sprange, - Richard. Delves, Richard
Pittock, Jobn Pullen, Charles Mogg, Jobn Prince, Ezra Seamer, John
Stone, Thomas Wighton, Thomas Fofter, Jofeph Auften, Richard Bajfett,

- Jofeph Turner, Thomas Bopnick, Thomas Cornwell, George Feldwick, James
Harris, Jobn Suiton, and: Thomas Woodhams, fhall-be and they are hereby
appointed Commiflioners for the Recovery. of Small Debts within the
said feveral Hundreds of Codfheath, Samerden, Weflerbam and Edenbridge,
Wrotham, Brenchley and Horfmonden, Wafhling flone, the: Lowey of Ton-
bridge, and the Villé and Liberty of Brafted, in the County of Kent ; and
the {faid Commiflioners and their Succeflors are hereby conftituted a Court
of Juftice by the Name of The Court of Requefis for the feveral Hundreds of
Codfheath, Somerden, Wefterham and Edenbridge, Wrotham, Brenchley
and Horimonden, Wathlingftone, the Lowey of Tonbridge, and the Ville
and Liberty of Brafted, in the County of Kent ; and the faid Commiflioners
fhall and they are hereby empowered and required to megt and to hold
the faid Court on the Firft.Friday in every Month, (Good Friday, Fait
‘Days, and Thank{giving Days_by. Proclamation - only excepted, and then
on ,th_,e:_‘flollqwi_ng Day) -within the Town of Sevenoaks in the Hundred of
Codfbeath in the faid County of Kent, in fome convenient Place there, to be .
appointed by the major.Part of the faid Commiffioners for that Purpofe,
at any-of their Meetings to be holden by virtue of this Act ; and the faid
Commiflioners fhall and they are hereby empowered and required. to hold
the faid Court on the Third Monday in every Month, .(Faft Days and
Thankfgiving Days by Proclamation only excepted, and then on the
following Day), within the Town of Tonbridge in the Lowey of Tonbridge, -
aforefaid; in fome convenient Place there, to be appointed by the major
Part of the faid Commiflioriers for_ that Purpofe, at any of their Meetings
to .be holden by virtue of this Act; and the Firft Meeting of the faid
Commiflioners fhall , be: holden within the faid Town of Sévenoaks on the

- r . . = - =
L

Fourth Friday next after the pafling of  this Act.

1. And
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II. And be it-further enated, That nothing herein contained fhall
extend or be conftrued to extend fo as to require or compel the Attend-
ance-of any Defendant or Defendants, Witnefs or Witneffes in the faid
Court {o to be holden in the {ald Town of Sevenoaks, in purfuance of -any
Order or Summons iflued out of the faid Court, or by any -Perfon or Per:
{ons'whomfoever acting as an Officer or Officers of the faid Court, in any
Caufe, Suit, or Action for or on account of any Debt or Demand incurred,
arifing, or accruing within the faid Hundreds of Brenchley and Horfmonden,
Wafblingflone, and the Lowey of Tonbridge, in the County of Kent, or any
of them; and nothing in this Act contained fhall extend or be conftrued
to extend fo as to require or compel the Attendance of any Defendant or
Detendants, Witnefs or Witnefles in the faid Court fo to be holden in the
faid"Yown of Tonbridge, in purfuance of any Order or Summons iffued
out of the faid Court, or by any Perfon or Perfons whomfoever acting as
an Officer or Oflicers of the faid Court, in any Caule, Suir, or Action for
or on -account of any Debt or Demand incurred, arifing, or accruing

within the faid Hundreds of Codfbeath, Somerden, Wefterbam and Eden-

bridge, Wrotham; and the Ville and Liberty of Brafled, in the faid County

of Kent, or any of them. - "

III. And -be it further enatted, That the faid Commiffioners or the
major Part of them prefent at their Meetings to be duly holden 1n pur-
{fuance of this Act, are hereby authorized and empowered to hedr and
determine -all fuch Actions and Caufes as are - herein-after mentioned, and
to give fuch Judgements; and to-make fuch Orders and Decrees therein,
and to award Execution thereupon, with the Cofts againft the Body or
Bodies, or againft the Goods- or Chattels ot all and-every the Perlon and
Perfons againft whom they fhall give any {fuch Judgment, or make any
Order or Decree as to them fhall feem juft in Law or Equity; and in
cafe of an Equality of Votés on any Action, Caufe, or Queftion before
the faid Commiflioners, then and in every fuch Cafe the Commiflioner
prefent who “ftands firft in the Lift of Names of the faid Commiffioners
(which Lift the faid Commiffioners fhall and they are hereby required to
hang or caufe to be hung up in the Court or Place where the  Commuf-
fioners meet) fhall have the decifive or cafting Vote. |

1V. Provided always, and be it enated, That throughout the Hearing
and- on the Decifion of each and every Action, Caufe or Queftion for
the Recovery of any Sum not exceeding Forty Shillings, Three at leaft
of the-faid Commiflioners fhall be prefent in Court; and throughout the
Hearing and-on the Decifion of each'and every Action, Caufe, or Queftion
for the Recovery of any Sum exceeding Forty Shillings, Five at lealt of
the faid' Commiflioners thall be prefent in Court ; the fame Three Commif-
fioners in the former Cafe, and the {ame Five Commiffioners in the latter
Calfe, to be attending from the Commencement of the Hearing of any Caufe,
Queftion, or Action, to the Decifion thereof. -

V. And for better regulating: the Sittings of the faid Court, be it fur®
ther enacted, That the faid Commiffioners fhall not hold the faid Court’
or hear or determine any Cafe or Cafes, Caufe or Caules, by virtue of this
Act,:but - between the Hours of Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon and
Four:“of -the Clock in the Afternoon, and nothing in this. Act contamned
fhall extend or be conftrued to extend fo ‘as to. require :or compel.the— -

' Attendance
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Attendance of any Plaintiff or. P]amnﬁ's, Defendant or Defendants, Wit-

nefs ‘or Witnefles in the faid Court, in purfuance of any Order or-Sum.

mons iffued out of the faid Court, or by any Perfon or Perlons whoms-
loever acting as an Officer or Officers of the faid Court, fave and except
between the faid Hours of Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon, and Four of
the C]ock in the Afternoon '

V1. 'And be it further enacted, That when any of the faid Commiflioners For appoint-

937 -

or-any of the Succeflors of fuch Commlﬂioners, to be elected in Manner ing new Com-
| hereln mentioned, shall die or refule to act, or fhall ceale to be qualified miffioners,

in Manner herein dire&ed to a& as a Commiffioner in the Execution ‘of
this A&, then and in every [uch Cafe it fhall and may be lawtful to and
for the furvmng and remaining Commiffioners atting in the Execution
of this A&, or the major Part of them, prefent at a Meeting' to be holden
tor that Purpofe, within the Space of Thirty Days next atter fuch Deceafe
or Refufal to a& fhall happen or be known, or as foon atter as conveniently
" may be, to elect and appoint One other Commiffioner in the Room or
Stead of every fuch Commiffioner {o dying or refufing to aft, or ceafing to
be fo qualified ; and Notice in Writing of the Time and Place of Meeting

for every fuch Ele&tion, and for the Purpofe thereof, fhall be given by -

Advertifement to be inferted in fome Newipaper printed or circulated in

the Weltern Divifion of the County of Kent, Fourteen Days at lealt before |

{uch Meeting fhall be holden; and every Commiffioner ‘fo -ele@ted fhall

havethe llke Powers and Authorities for carrying this A& into Execution,
and fhall be fubje& and liable to the fame Rules, Regulations, -and Re-

ftritions, as full and effetually to all Intents and Purpofes whatioever, as -

if he had been part:cularly named herem as a Commfhoner.

VIL And be it further ena&ed That no Perfon fhall be capable of acting Cummlﬂion-.*
as a Commiflioner in the Execunon of this A¢t (fave and except in admi. ers to take an

niftering the Oath herein mentioned to the other. Commiflioners) until he
thall have taken the Oath following ; that is to fay,

¢ 14- 8. do {wear [or, being one of the Perfons called Quakers, do

folemnly affirm] ‘That I will faithfully, honeftly, and 1mpartlally,
¢ according to the beft of my Skill and Judgment, hear and determine
¢ fuch Matters and Things as fhall be brought before me by virtue of an
¢ A& made in the Forty-eighth Year of the Reign of King George the
¢ Third, intituled 4n Ac‘? [ bere fet forth the Tutle of this Alt], without

¢ Favour or Affetion, Prejudice or Malice, to any Perfon or Perfons

whom{oever ; and alio that I am a Houfeholder, within the Jurifdi&ion
of the faid Court, and that I am pofiefled of a Real Eftate of the An-

One thoufand five hundred Pounds Jabove all Charges and Incumbrances
what{oever. " So help me God.’

Which Oath or Afhirmation the faid Commiflioners, or any Three or
more of them, are hereby empowered and required to.adminifter in open

,
™ i, ™ "™ gy
F

Qath,

QOath,

nual Value of Sixty Pounds [or, of a Perfonal Eftate of the Value of

Court ; and every fuch Commiffioner fhall and he is hereby required (after '1

taking the faid Oath or Aflirmation) to fign and {ubfcribe hlS Name upon

a Roll or Rolls of Parchment, to-be provided for that Purpofe, with the- =
faid Oath.or Afirmation written or printed- thereon, and-fuch Roll or. ~

Rolls thall be carefully kept among the Records of thedaid Court.
| [Loc. & Per.] | 11 E VIII. And
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Qualification . VI, And be it further enacted, That no Perfon fhall be qualified to
z&l%zeng‘:m“ alt as'a Commiflioner in the Execution of this A& unlefs he fhall at the
" Time of acting be a Houfeholder within the Jurifdiction of the faid

Court, and poflefled of a Real Eftate for his own Ufe and Benefit of

the Annuval Value of Sixty Pounds, or of a Perfonal Eftate for his .own

Ufe and Benefit of the Value of One thoufand five hundred Pounds

above all Charges and Incumbrances whatfoever ; and if any Perfon not

being qualifiéd as aforefaid, fhall prefume to at as a Commiffioner in. the

Execution of this A&, every fuch Perfon thall for every fuch Offence,

over and above any Punifhment that he may be {fubjet and lhable to for

wilful and <¢orrupt Perjury, forfeit and pay the Sum of Fifty Pounds,

together with full Cofts of Suit, to any Perfon or Perfons who fhall fue

for the fame, to be recovered in any of His Majefty’s Courts of Record

at Weftminffer, by Ation of Debt or on the Cafe, or by Bill, Plaint, or
Information, wherein no Efloign, Proteftion, or Wager of Law, or more

than One Imparlance, {hall be allowed ; and 10 every fuch Achon, Bill;

Plaint, and Information, the Proof of fuch Qualification fhall be on-the
Defendant, and it {hall be {ufficient for the Phintiff or Profecutor to prowe

that the Perfon fo fued or profecuted had acted as a Commiffioner in:thé

Aéts of Com- Execution of this A& : Provided neverthelefs, that all Judgments, Orders;
fm‘m“élm'_be‘ Decrees, A&s, and Proceedings of all and every Perfon or Perfons -alting
tion deemeg. a8 8 Commiffioner or Commiffioners in the Execution of. this A&, though
good. not duly qualified as aforefaid, previous to his or their being convicted. of
fuch Offence, fhall, notwithftanding {uch Conviction, be as good, valid,

and effeftual as if fuch Perfon or Perfons had been duly qualified according

to the Direftions of .this A&t. S

Appointment _ 1X. And be it further enated, "L'hat 1t {fhall and may be lawful to and
of Officers, for the faid Commiiffioners and they are hereby required, at their faid Firft
&e, Meeting, to nominate and appoinit One or more fit and proper Perfon or.
| Perfons for each of the feveral Offices of Clerk and Beadle, and for the

other neceflary Offices of and in the faid Court of Requefts; and 1t {hall

~ and may be lawful to and for the Perfon or Perfons appointed to execute

" the Office of Clerk, immediately after his or their Appointment, and from

Time to Time, to nominate and appoint a Deputy or Deputies to aft 1n

his or their Room or Stead in Calfe of Sicknefs, or for other fuflicient Caufe

to be allowed by the faid Commiffioners, but not otherwile; and every

fuch Clerk or his Deputy is and are hereby empowered and required to

iffue all Summonfes, Warrants, and Precepts, and to regifter all Orders,

Decrees, and Judgments of the faid Court, and to do all fuch Ads, Mat-

ters, and Things as are direted or required to be done by the faid Clerk

by virtue ot this Aét, and fhall enter and regifter or caule to be entered or

regiftered in a proper Book or Books to be provided by fuch Clerk and

kept for that Purpofe, all the A&s and Proceedings of the faid Court of

what Nature or Xind {oever.

[faflufficient = %. And be it further enafted, That in cafe a fufficient Number of the
Number of faid Commifhioners fhall not be prefent to a&l in the Execution of this Act,
Commiflion- 35 i3 herein dire@ed, 'on any of the Days appointed for holding the
ers do not faid Court, then and in every fuch Cafe it fhall and may be lawful to

ttend, Clerk | : _
:o Zﬁjéumer and for any of the faid Commiffioners who fhall be prefent, and if no Com-

the Court.  miffioner fhall be prefent, it fhall and may be lawful to and for the Clerk
vi or
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or his Deputy for the Time being, to adjourn the faid Court to the next
Court Day. or to fome earlier Day. L

XI. And be it further enacted, That the Clerks and Beadles Df the faid Offices of
Court fhall do and perform in their refpe@ive Offices-as they fhall be Clerk,Beadle,
direted or required by the faid Commiffioners, and the faid Beadles of the 4 Crier:
faid Court fhall ferve all Summonfes, and execute fuch Orders, Warrants,
and Precepts, and do and perform all fuch other Aéls, Matters, and
*Thmgs as may be required to be done by them refpedtively by virtue of

this Ad.

XII. And be 1t further enaéted, That it {hall and may be lawful to and Appointment

| for the major Part of the Commlﬁioners who fhall be fitting and aling of new

in Coprt on the next Court Day after the Death, Refignation, or Remo- caﬁ‘ﬂsﬁ:&th
val of any Clerk, Beadle, or other Officer, nommated or appomted by or Refignas

virtue of this A&, or as foon after as the fame fhall be known, to caufe tion,

the whole Number of Commiflioners for the Time being to be fummoned ‘

*by Advertifement, to be inferted in fome Newipaper printed or circulated |

in the Weftern Divifion of the County of Kent, to meet at fome cop- =~

venient Place to be appointed for that Purpofe within Twenry Days next

after their being fummoned as aforefaid ; and the Commiffioners at {uch

Meeting, or the major Part of them prefent, are hereby autharized and

required to elett another Perfon or Perfons in the Room or Stead of every

fuch Clerk, Beadle, or other Officer o dying, refigning, or being removed

as aforefaid, for the Ufes and Purpofes in this A& contained, and fo' from

Time to Time when and as often as any Clerk, Beadle, or other Oﬂicer

thall die, refign, or be removed from their refpe&we Offices.

XII. And be it further ena&ed, That the faid Commlﬂ' oners fhall and Commiffion-

| ers to enter
they are hereby requlred to make, or caufe to be made, fair and regular their Proceed.-.

Entries in a Book or Books' to be provided. by them for that Purpofe, ings, and fuch
of all the Judgments, A&s, Orders, Directions, Regulations, and Pro- Entries to be
ceedings of them the faid Commlﬂioners relative to the Execution of the Evidence.
{everal Powers and Authorities vefted in them by this A&, and alfo of the

Names of the Commiflioners whothall be prefent at their refpe&we Meetings;

and fuch Entries fhall be figned by the Chairman of each refpective

Meeting ; and {uch Entries when fo ﬁgned and fuch Book and Books,

thall be allowed to be read in Evidence, in-Proof of the Proceedings of

fuch Court, in all'Courts whatfoever.

XIV. And be it further ena&ted, That it fhall and may be lawful to What Debts
and for the faid Commifiioners and they are hereby empowered and en- fhall be de-
abled to decide and determine all Difputes and Differences between Party Eifdcb}’ the{.
and Party for any Sum not exceeding Five Pounds, in all Aftions or gfogers
Caufes of Debt, and in all Caules of 4ffumpfit and Infimul Computafét, and in
all Caufes or A&ions of Trover and Converﬁon, and 1n.all Caufes or
Returns founded on a Quantum Meruit, and 1n all Caufes or A&ions of
Trefpafs or Detiriue for Goods and Chattels taken or detamed

oniiig -

- XV. Provided always, and be it enacted, That n0th1ng in this A& con- ecrs notffoﬂde-
tained fhall extend or be conftrued 1o extend fo as to enable the faid Com- termine any
miffioners to determine the Right or Title to any Lands, Tenements, or ﬁiurﬁﬂthf;e

Hereditaments, or Real E{’cates whatloever, or to Judge, determine, Or Land is to be

decide brought in
queftion,
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" decide on any Debt where the Title of the Freehold' or Leafe for Years
of any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, or of any Chattels Real what-
foever fhall be brought or come into queftion, nor on any Debt for any
Sum being the Balance of an Account or Demand originally exceeding

~ Five Pounds, or to judge, determine, or decide on any Debt that fhall arife
by reafon of the Occupation of Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments fituate
elfewhere than in the faid feveral Hundreds of Codfbeath, Somerden, Wefter-
ham and Edenbridge, Wrotham, Brenchley and Hor/monden, Wafblingstone,
the Lowey of Tonbridge, and the Ville and Liberty of Brafled in the County
of Kent, or any of them, or by reafon of any Caufe concerning Teftament
or Matrimony, or any thing concerning or properly belonging to the
Ecclefiaftical Court, or for or concerning any Agreement by way of Com-
pofition for or by way of Retainer of Tithes. *

" This AGnot X VI. And whereas by an A&, made in the Twentieth Year of the
to alter the  Reign of His late Majefty King George the Second, intituled An A& for

Powers of s ‘ _
T?:i o, of 1he better adjufting and more eafy Recovery of the Wages of certain Servants,

Ve sothand @74 for the better Regulation of fuch Servants and of certain Apprentices, 1t
3t G.2. is enacted, that all Complaints, Differences, and Difputes which thould

arile between Mafters or Miftrefles and Servants in Hufbandry, who thould
be hired for One Year or longer, or which fhould happen or arife between
Mafters and Miftrefles and Artificers, Handicraftfmen, Miners, Colliers,
Keelmen, Pitmen, Glafimen, Potters, and other Labourers employed for
any certain Time or in any other Manner, {hould be heard and determined
by One or more Juftice or Juftices of the Peace for the Place where fuch
Matfter or Miftrefs fhould inhabit; and by One other A&, madein the Thirty-
firft Year of His {aid late Majefty, intituled 4n A¢ 10 amend an A&t made in
the Third Year of the Reign of King William and Queen Mary, intituled * An

< A& for the better Explanation and fupplying the Defecls of the former Laws
¢ for the Settlement of the Poor, fo far as the fame relates to Apprentices gain-
¢ ing a Settlement by Indentures ; and alfo to empower Juftices of the Peace to
< determine Differences between Mayflers and Miftreffes and their Servants in

¢ Hufbandry, touching their Wages, though fuch Servants are bired jfor lefs
¢« Time than a Year, it is enacted, that all and every Claufe, Matter, and

Thing in the faid recited Act contained, fhould be deemed and conftrued
to extend to all Servants employed in Hufbandry, though hired for lefs
Time than One Year : Provided thercfore, and be 1t enatted, That nothing
in this A& contained fhall extend or be conitrued to extend fo as to
enable the faid Commiffioners to hear or determine any fuch Complaint,
Difference, or Difpute, but all fuch Complaints, Differences, and Difputes
fhall be heard and determined in fuch and the like Manner, by {fuch Juf-
tice or Juftices, as if this At had not been made; any thing herein contained
to the contrary thereof in anywife notwithitanding. :

Commifion-  XVII. And be it further enafted, That if any Commiflioner or Com-
ers not to act piffioners of the faid Court for the Time being, fhall be Party or Parties
:‘1]&?: ke to, or concerned or interefted in any Caule, Action, or Matter depend-
" ing in the faid Court, no juch Commiflioner or Commiflioners fhall be
capable of a&ting as a Commiffioner or Commiflioners on the hearing or
determining fuch Caufe, Action, or Matter, or in making any Order, De-

cree, or Judgment therein, but fuch Commiflioner or Commiflioners,

after being heard in fuch Caufe, Action, or Matter, {hall withdraw until

the fame 1s finally determined ; and if the Clerk or his Deputy, or other
Officer
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‘Officer of the faid Court for the Time being, thall be a Party or interefted
in any Caufe,” A&ion, or-Suit depending in- the faid Court, fuch Clerk,
Deputy, or. other Officer fhall not exercife his faid Office in fuch Caufe,
Attion, or- Matter, or in any Thing relating thereto, but the faid Com.
miffioners forming the faid Court thall and may appoint another Perfon

to- exercife the Office of fuch Clerk or Deputy, or other Ofhicer refpec- -

tively, in all Things relating to fuch Caufe, Ation, or Matter.

‘_XVIII. And be it further enacted, That nothing herein contained fhall
extend or be conftrued to extend fo as to enable any Plaintiff to {plit or
divide any Caufe or Acltion for the Recovery of any Debt, where the

or more Caufes or Acltions, for the Purpofe of bringing fuch Caufe or
A&ion within the Jurifdiftion of the faid Court ; and in cafe it thall appear
to the faid Commiflioners that any Plamitiff {hall have fo plit or divided
his or her Caufe or A&tion as aforefaid, then and in every fuch Cafe the
faid Commifhoners fhall and they are hereby required to difmifs with Cofts
every fuch Caule or Aéion fo {plit and divided ; but fuch Difmiffal fhall
not hinder or prevent fuch Plaintiff from proceeding for the Recovery of
his or her Debt in any of His Majelty’s Courts of Record -at Wefmin/ter,
orin fuch other Manner as he or the may ‘lawfully proceed : Provided
always, that in cafe any Plaintiff who fhall have fo fplit “or divided {uch
his or her Caufe or A&ion, fhall be willing to accept fuch Sum" of Money
as the faid Court isin and by this A& enabled to adjudge, decree, and
pronounce in full of the whole of his or her Demand in fuch Caufe or

‘Attion fo fplit or divided, then and in every-fuch Cafe the faid Com-

miflioners - thall and may adjudge, decree, and pronounce, (on fuch
Plaintiff proving his or her Caufe or Cafe to the Satisfaltion of the faid
Commiflioners) fuch Sum to the Plaintiff, not exceeding
Five Pounds, as to the faid Commiflioners fhall feem juft and reafon-
- able ; and fuch Sum fhall in the Judgment or Decree to be pronounced

“by the faid Commiffioners be declared to be and fhall be in full Difcharge

of all. Demands from the Defendant to the Plaintiff in fuch Caufe or Cafe
fo fplit and divided. : S " -'

XIX. And be it further ena&ed, That from and after the Firlt
Meeting of the faid Commiflioners, it fhall and may be lawful to and for
any Perfon or Perfons (whether fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall refide
within the Jurifdiétion of the faid Court or not) having any Debt or Debts
(fave and except as herein excepted ) not exceeding the Value of Five Pounds
due or owing or belonging to him, her, or them, in his, her, or their own
Right, or .in the Right of any other Perfon or Perfons, or as Executor,
Adminiftrator, Guardian, Aflignee, or Truitee to any Perfon or Perfons, or
dueand owing to him as Mayor, Chamberlain, Town Clerk, or other Ofhicer,
to any Body Corporate, or to any Club or Friendly-Society, duly affociated
and conftituted by the Statutes in that: Cafe made and provided, or in any
other Manner whatfoever, which the faid Commiflioners -are by this A&
enabled to judge and determine, and not exprefsly prohibited by this Adt,
by or from any other Perfon or Perfons whomf{oever inhabiting and refiding
or being within any of the feveral Parithes or Places in the faid Hundreds
ot .Codfheath, Somerden, Weflerbam, and Edenbridge, Wrotham, Brenchley

and - Horfimonden, Wafbling fione, the Lowey of Tonbridge, and the Ville "

[LUC ., & P d’!‘.] and
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and - Liberty of Brafted, in the County of Kent, or any of them as
aforefaid ; or kegping -and ufing 3ny Houfe, Warehoufe, Wharf, Quay,
Lodging, Shop, Shed, Stall, or Stand, or generally ufing and frequenting the
Markets there as a Dealer or feeking a Livelihood, to "apply to the Clerk
of the faid Conrt for the Time being, or his Deputy, who fhall immedi-
- ately make out and deliver to the Beadle of the faid Court for the Time
being a Summonsin Writing, under the Hand of the faid Clerk, direfted
to fuch Debtor or Debtors, exprefling the Sum demanded of him, her,
or them, and ftating the Particulars of fuch Demand or Caule of Attion,
together with the Name of the Party demanding the fame, and requiring
him, her, or them to appear at a certain Time and Place to be mentioned
in fuch Summons (fuch Time pot being earlier than Seven Days after
the ferving of fuch Summons) before the Commiflioners of the {aid Court
to anfwer fuch Demands ; and fuch Beadle {hall forthwith f{erve or caule
{fuch Summons to be ferved on fuch Debtor or Debtors either perfonally
or by leaving the fame with his, her, or -their Servant or other Perfon
belonging to him, her, or them, or at the PDwelling Houfe, Warehoule,
Wharf, Quay, Lodging, Place of Abode, Shop, Shed, Stall, Stand, or
other Place of dealing, of fuch Debtor or Debtors, being within the
Jurifdiétion of the faid.Court 'y and upon due Prool made of fuch Sum-
mens having been duly ferved 1 Manner aforefaid, the faid Commil-
fioners prefent. in Court (fuch Number prefent not being lefs than
by this A& direGed) are hereby empowered and required to make
due Enquiry. 'concerning fuch Demands or Plaints,. and make fuch
Orders therein, - and pals fuch Pentence or Judgment thereupon, and
award fuch reafonable Cofts of Syit as to them fhall feem right and proper,
- confiftent with the Rules and Regulations in this A& contained ; and
for the better Difcovery of the ] ruth, and more folemn Determination of
the Matters .and Caufes which fhall be depending ‘in the faid Court, it
fhall and may be lawful to and far the faid Conmiffioners prefent in the
faid Court-to adminifter an Oath or Qaths, or Affirmation or Afhirma-
tions, to any Officer of the faid Court, or to either of the Parties
whom they the faid Commiflioners fhall think proper to examine touch-
ing the Matters then in queftion, and alfo to fuch Witnels or Witnefles
as fhall be produced by each Party, and alio to any other Perfon or
Perfons whofe Evidence fhall feem neceflary towards hearing and deter-
~ mining any of the faid Caufes or A&tions, or making an Order “or
Decree therein, or for any other Purpofe requifite to the Execution of
this A&. | | |

Serviceon . . XX, And be it further enated, That where any Debt fhall be due or
One Partrer  gwineg or demanded from any 'T'wo or more Perfons jointly by reafon or

(Cl?)-g‘:f:lie‘:’f on account of fuch Perfons being Partners in Trade, or otherwife jointly
fhipytobe  concerned, Service of fuch Summons as aforefaid perfonally, on any one

deemed Ser- of fuch Partners or Perfons, and Notice thereof left at the laft ufual Place

vice on both. or Places of Abode, Warehoufe, Lodging, Shop, Shed, Stall, Stand, or
other Place of dealing, trading, or working of the-other or others of fuch
Partners or Perfons, fhall be as good and {ufficient as if each of fuch Part-
ners or Perfons were feparately fummoned as aforefaid. |

No Evidence  XXI, ' And be 1t fur't;hér ena&ted, That no Evidence (hall be. permitted
to be given ¢ be given by the Plaiptiff on the Trial of any {uch Caufe or Ation as

aforefaid, of any Demand .or Caufe of Action, excepk fuch as.1s ftgteddi]n
- T S €

by the Plain-
tift of any
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the.faid:Sammons hereby direéted to be given, nor fhall: any Evidénce be Matter not
admitted on Behalf of. the Defendait -or Defendénts ‘on the Trial ‘of fush gategl‘“ pis
Caufe or A&ion, of any Demand he, fhe, or they may have on the-Plain. ror | bY“BZ’fe,,_
tiff or Plaintiffs, in the Nature of a Set-off, or leflen or difcharge himfelf, dant in any
herfelf, or themfelves from fuch Demand or 'Caufe of Action,: ﬁpf]efs crofs Demand
Notice thereof in- Writing :fhall have been given to the faid Plamtiff ‘or L‘zﬁl?fl}lz:_
- Plaintiffs by perfotral Setvice, or by leaving it at his, her, or thelr Dwel: ¢iff; without
ling: Houfe, Warehoule, Wharf, Quay, - Lodging, Place' of Abode; Shop, Notice given
‘Shed, Stall, Stand, or other Place of dealing, trading, or working, prévious thereof.
to the Day when futh Matter or Caufe thall be heard or tried:

XXII. And be further enatted, That if any Debtor or Debtors who If Debtor
fhall have been duly fummoned as. aforefaid, fhall not appear either in does not ap-
Perfon or by his, her, or their Agent, -or fome other Perfon on his, her, P Com-
or their Behalf before. the faid Court at the Time and Place mentioned in jroceed.
the  faid Summons {(fuch Time not being earlier than Seven Days after
‘the ferving of fuch Summons), then and'in every fuch.Cafe it {hall and
may be lawful to and .for the-faid Commiflioners aflembled in the faid
Court, after Proof made upon Oath of the Service of tlie faid Sumnions
in Manner aforelaid, to hear the Caufe on the Part of the Plaintiff or
Plaintiffs only, and to make fuch Order, Decree, or Judgment theiein as
to them fhall feem juft and equitable, and to.appoint fomeé ‘certain Time
and Place, according to their Difcretion, for fuch Debror or Debtors to
fhew Caufe before the faid Commniifioners againft fuch Order, Decree; of
Judgment fo pronounced ex parte as aforefaid ; at which Time and Place;
or at any fubfequent Coust or Courts, it thall and may be lawful - to dnd
for the faid Commiflioners, whether fuch Debtor ot Debtors fhall then
appear and thew Caufe or not, upon Proof upon Oath'made that a Copy
of fuch Order, Decree, or Judgment had been given to fuch Debtor: of
Debtors, or left with his, her, or their Servant, or other Perfon belofiging
to him, her, or them, or at the Dwelling Houfe, Warehoule, Whart;
Quay, Lodging, Place of Abode, Shop Shed, Stall, Stand, or other
Place of dealing; trading, or working -of fuch ‘Debtor or Debtors, being
within the JurifdiGion of the faid Court (Severi Days -at'lealt before the
final Order, Decree, or Judgment thall be made or prordunced), t6 make
and pronounce fuch final Order, Judgmiert, -or Decree therein, and to
award fuch reafonable Cofts of Suit as to them .fhall feem moft agreeable

to Equity and good Conicience. -~ - o

XXIIL -And be it further enafed, That if upon any Day of the Returni If Plaintiff
of any Summons iffued on the Behalf of any Plaintff or Plaintiffs; or at 9oes not ap-
any Continuation or Adjournmetit of the faid Coutt, or of the Caufe for Eie:rthnI;;?e
or on account of which fuch Summons fhall have been iffued, the Plaintiff Defendant
or Plaintiffs fhall not appear either in Perfon or by his, her, or their fhall have

Agent, or fome other Perfon on his, her, or their Behalf, or appearing Cofts.. .,
~ fhall not make Proof of his, her, or their Demands to the Satisfa&ion of N
the faid Court, but fhall beécome nonfuited, or Judgment fhall be pro-.
nounced againft him, her, or them by the faid Court, then and in every
{uch Cafe it fhall-and may be lawful to.and ‘for ‘the faid - Commiflioners:
prefent in Court, and they aré hereby:¥equired to award to the Défendant.
~or Defendants fuch realonable Cofts 4nd fuch reafonable-Satisfadtion for.

his, her, or their Trouble and Attendance, as they thé [aid Comnuffioners
" in their Diferetion fhall think.fit, and to order and compel the Plaintff

o | . | or

L ! L)
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¥




944

Punithing
‘Witnefles not
attending, if
fummoned, -

48° GEORGIL' IIL Cap. so.

or Plaintiffls to pay the fame by fuch Ways. or Means as are herein

provided for the Recovery of Debts ordered or decreed by .the faid
Court. _ . .

XXIV. And be it further enalted, That in cafe any Perfon or Perfons
refiding or being within the Jurifdition of the faid Court, after having
been duly ferved with a Subpeena or Summons, to be iffued by the Clerk
or Clerks of the faid Court of Requefts or his.or their Deputy, and paid
or tendered his, her, or their reafonable Expences, to attend and give his,
her, or their Evidence at a Time and Place in fuch Subpeena or Summons
mentioned, on Behalf of any Plaintiff or Defendant, fhall negle& or refufe
to appear purfuant to fuch Subpoena or Summons, due Proof being made
of the Service of fuch Subpcena or Summons, and no {ufficient Caufe for
his, her, or their Abfence or Non-appearance being fhewn to the Satisfac-
tion of the faid Court on Oath, or in cafe of being a Quaker or Quakers,
{folemn Affirmation being made (which Oath or Affirmation the faid
Conmmiflioners or any Three or more of them are hereby authorized and
required to adminifter) before the faid Commifhoners by the Party or .
Parties at whofe Inftance and on whofe Behalf fuch Subpcena or Summons
iflued, that the Perfon or Perfons ferved therewith was or were a Witnefs by
fuch Party or Parties judged neceflary for the Proof of his, her, or their Caufe
or Caufes, A&ion or Afions, Complaint or .Complaints, Defence or
Detences ; or if the Perfon or Perfons fo ferved with fuch Subpcecena or
Summons fhall appear and refufe to be {worn, or being a.Quaker or
Quakers to make Affirmation (which Oath or Affirmation the faid Com-.
‘miflioners or any Three or more of them are hereby authorized and. re-
quired to adminifter), or to give Evidence touching the Matter in queftion,
then and in every fuch Cafe it fhall and may be lawful to .and for the faid
Commiffioners to impofe any Fine not exceeding Ten Pounds on fuch
Perfon or Perfons; and in cafe fuch Fine thall not be paid forthwith,
fuch Fine fhall and may be levied by Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods and
Chattels of the Offender or Offenders, by Warrant under the Hands and
Seals of the .faid Commiflioners, rendering the Overplus (if any) after.
deduting fuch Fine, and the Cofts and Charges of fuch Diftrefs and Sale,
to the Owner or Owners of fuch Goods and Chattels; and fuch Fine when
fo paid, levied, or recovered, fhall be paid over to the Party or Parties at
whofe Inftance or on whofe Behalf fuch Subpeena or Summons {hall have
been iffued ; and in cafe fufficient Diftrefs fhall not be found, it {hall and
may be lawful to and for any Three or more of the faid Commiflioners, by

- Warrant under their Hands and Seals, to commit fuch Offender to the

-~ -Commuflion-
ers to fuf-
pend Pro-
ceedings In
Cafes where
Debtors are
ill, or unable
to pay the
Debt.

Common' Gaol within the Weftern Divifion of the faid County of Kent,

~ there to remain for any Time not exceeding theé ‘Space of Two Calendar.
Months. | o

XXV. And be it further enafted, That in cafe it fhall at any Time,.
during the Hearing of any Caufe in the faid Court, appear by the Oath of
any Perfon or Perfons, to the Satisfaflion of the major Part of the Com-
miffioners prefent in the Court at which fuch Caufe thall be heard, that fuch .
Debtor or Debtors is or are unable from Sicknefs or unavoidable Accident
to pay and difcharge the Debt or Debts for which he, the, or they {hall
have been fo fummoned, then and in every fuch Cafe it fhall and may be
lawful 1o and for the major Part of the faid Commiflioners . aflembled at
any fuch Court or Courts as aforefaid, to fufpend the Proceedings in fuch

Caufe,‘
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Caule, until it fhall, upon like Proof as aforefaid, appear to the Court that
fuch: Debtor or Debtors fhall-be able to pay fuch Debt or Debts, and then

to proceed again in Manner aforefaid, any thing herein contained to the
contrary thereof in anywile notwithftanding.

XXV And be it further enatted, That 1n every Cale where any Wages Debts due to
or any other Sum or Sums of Money whatloever, not exceeding the Sum FPerfonsunder
.of Five Pounds, fhall be due and owing to any Menial Servant, Clerk, Age ma’é be
Book Keeper, Journeyman, Shopman, Shopwoman, Affiftant, Labourer, reeoveree.
or any other Perfon whomlioever, under the Age of Twenty-one Years, it
fhall and may be lawful to and for fuch Servant, -Clerk, Book Keeper,

Journeyman, Shopman, Shopwoman, Affiftant, Labourer, or other Perfon,

to {ue for and recover fuch Debt in the faid Court, in.the fame Manner

as if he or the were of full Age; and the faid Commiflioners prefent.in the

faid Court are hereby authorized and required to take Cognizance of and
proceed in all Caufes concerning fuch Debts in the fame Manner, and
{hall have f{uch and the fame Powers in regard thereto as if the Plaintiff or
Plaintiffs were all of full Age.

XXVII. And be it further enacted, That in any Caufe, Action,.or Cafe Commiflion-

“where the faid Commiflioners fhall have made an Order or Decree for the g:gi{i?}‘gard
Payment of Money, it {hall and may be lawful to and for the faid Com- ypaingt the. -
miffioners prefent in-Court to award Execution either againit the Body or Boedy.or - .
Goods of the Party againft whom fuch Order or Decree fhall be made, Goods.
and thereupon it fhall and may be lawful to and for the Clerk of the faid o
Court, at the Prayer of the Party profecuting fuch Order or Decree for

the Payment of Money, to iffue a Precept under his Hand and Seal, by

way of Capias ad Satisfaciendum or Fieri Facias, to One of the Beadles of

the faid .Court, who by virtue of fuch Precept iffued upon Execution

-awarded againft the Body of {uch,Party, fhall and may and 1s hereby
empowered .to take fuch Party, being within the Jurifdiéion of . the faid

Court, and . carry him, her, or them to the. Common Gaol within the

Weftern Divifion of the faid County of Kent, there to remain for the

Space or Time herein in that Behalf particularly directed, {fave and except

he, fhe, or they fhall perform and obey fuch Order, Decree, or Judgment

before the Expiration,of fuch Order ; and in cafe any fuch Precept (hall be

iffued .upon Execution againit the Goods and Chattels of fuch Party, fuch

Beadle fhall and may and he is hereby empowered-to levy by Diftrefs and

Sale. of the Goods and Chattels of fuch Party, being within the Juriidition

of the faid Court, fuch Sum or Sums of Money and Coits as fhall be o

ordered, decréed, or adjudged ; and if the Party againft whofe Body or

Goods any fuch Execution fhall be awarded, and Procels thereupon iflue,

fhall, by. abfconding or by fecreting or removing his, her, or therr Goods™

or Chattels, or by any other means prevent or evade the Service or Effeft

.of any fuch Execution, then and in every fuch Cafe it fball and may .be

lawful to and for the'faid Commiflioners prefent 1n the faid Court, upon

due Proof thereof made before them by.the Oath or.Oaths of One or more .
credible Witnefs or Witnefles, at their Difcretion to award further Execu-

tion either againft the Body or Goods and Chattels of fuch Party, and |
Procefs fhall iflue thereupon, and be ferved by One of the Beadles of the -~ 3
faid Court.in Manner .aforefaid, until' the-Plaintiff or Plaintiffs fhall be fully

£

*,pai;d'__and fatisfied ;" and it.fhall and may be lawful to and for-the faid-Com- .. R
miflioners from Time ¢9 Time, in .cafe they :fhall think fit, for,the Eale - = - .. 0
[Lac. y Per.] - I 1. G ) . and PRI .o
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and Convenience of the Deéfendant of Defendanits (and théy are hei‘éIﬁ
authorized and empowered) to order, detree,; of ad]ud ¢ any Debt or

Débts due to the Plainaff or Plaintiff§ (o' be paid by feveral Paymients or

!!!!!!!

Inftalments, and under fuch Terins and Cotiditions as may appear reafon-

able and juft to them the faid Commiffioners for the Eafe of the Defendant

* or Defendanits, and the Security of the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs ; and it fhall

atid may be lawfil to and for the faid Commiffioners prefent in Court, in
cafe of any Defiult of Failure of ady fuch Payments or Inftalmetits 1o
ordered, decreed, adjudged, or dlrected thall afterwards bé mide, dnd théy
are hereby authotizéd and émpowered; at the Inftance of thé Plaintiff of
Plaintiffs; and upon due Ptoof of the faid Default or Failurg, to awaid
Execution againit the faid Défendant or Defendants, or agamﬂ; any other
Pérfon or Perfons who may have givén Security t6 the faid Plintiff or
Plaintiffs under the DiréGions of the faid Commiffioners for thé Payiient
of fuch Inftalménts in Manner aforefaid, for the whole Debt, or fiich Part
thereof as fhall then remain unpaid, together with fuch further Cofts a$ to
them fhall feem juft and realonable ; and fuch Debt, or fuch Pars thereof
and fuch further Cofts, fhall be recovered by the famie Ways and Medne
as are herein provlded for the Recovery of .the Debt and Cofts ﬁrﬂ:

' decteed

t - v

XXVIII And be it further ena.&ed That the faid Coinmliﬁoners fhafl
be and they are hereby empowered in their Order of Coimitment of any '

- Perfon or Perfons to the faid Comion G4ol for the Nonpayinent of any

Debt or Debts, to order and dire€t fuch daily Sum or Sums to be paid
‘Weekly or otherwife by the Plaintiff or Plaiiitiffs to the Defendant or
Defendants {6 committed for his, her, or their Maihtenarice while in Pri-
{fon, as they the faid Commiflioners ih their Difcretion fhall think proper,
{6 as fuch daily Allowance fhall not ex¢eed Thrée-pénce to éach Perfon ;

- and in default of Payment of the Sum or Suiis fo- ordéréd fo be pdld

Procefsnot to
iffue againit
the Body,
Goods, or
Chattelmfthe
{ame Perfon.

for the Space of Threée Days, the Kéeper or Keépers of the fatiie” Gaol
is and are hereby directed fo difcharge fuch Perfon or Perfdns frofii his, her,

or their Cuftody, in fuch and the fame Manner as if the Debt aiid Cofts
for which f{uch Perfon or Peifons was or were committed had béen fully

paid and fatisfied : Provided neverthelefs; that it thall afid may “be lawful
t6 dnd for the Plaiotiff or Plainiiffs to pay to' thie Gaoler or Giolers thé
Sum fo ordered by the Commiffioners for the whole Number of Days
exprefled in the Order of Commitment at the Time of the Defendanit ot
Defeiidants being delivered into the Cuftody of the Gaoler or Gaolers, and
fiich Gaoler or Gaolers is and are hereby dire@ed to pay thereouit thé
daily Allowance fo ordered every Day to fuch Defendant or Defendantd
during his, her, o their Confineinient ; and in cafe fuch Deéfendantob
Defendants fhall be legally difcharged from fuchi Confinemetit beforé the

-E:splratmn of the Time of Cominitment, that then and in fuch Cafe- theé

faid Gaoler or Gaolers fhall upon fuch Difchiarge forthwith repiy to the
Plaintiff or Plaintiffs the proportionate Refidue of fuch Sum according to
the Number of Days which fhall be unéxpiréd of the Time for whlch fuch
Deiendant of Defendants was OF were orlgmally éormiitted.

KXIX And be it further enadtéd, That it fhall fiot be lawful 6
of for the faid Commiffiotiers to iffue any Proceéfs agamﬂ the Body of
Bodies of any Défendant or Défendants, in any Cafe or Cifes wheété
the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs éntitled to the Betiefit of - any OrdeI, J udgrnenﬁE
y 5 . . or
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or Decieé, fhall have obtained any -Warrant or Procefs agamﬂ; tl’te
Goods Of" Chattels of the fame Def'endant of Defendants.

XXX And, as'it may. happen that Perfons ferved with Procefs ifluing Record ot
buf of  theé fard’ Coiirt of Requefts, may, in order to avoid Execution, Judgment
vémove their Perfons and Effedts béyond the Lintits of the Jurifdif¥ion of ™ay ‘3"" il
the faid Court ; be it therefore enaéted, That in all Cafés where 4 finil Eivgu;‘;f.fm
‘Decree or. Judgment for" any Suim or Sums exceeding Ten Shillings fhall Court, and
have: been obtained in the faid Court, it fhall and may be lawful to and Wnt of
for dny of His Majelty’s Courts of Record at Weftminfler (upon Afhda- erc";lt“m
vit made and filed of fuch Decrée of Judgment being ‘obtained, and' of tlue thereon.
“diligent Search and Enquiry havitig beén made after the Perfon or Perfons
- of thé Defendant or Defeﬂdants, of his, her; or their Goods and Chat-
tels, and of the Precept of Execution bemg iffued againft the Perfon or
Peifons ot Effeéts (as the Cafe may be) of the Defendarit or Defendaﬁts,
and that the Perfon or Perfons, Goods and Cﬁattels of fuch Defendant
of Defendants, is or are not to be found within the Jurifdiion of the
f id Court (which Affidavit may be made before 4 Judge or Commiffiotier

authorized to take Aﬂidavrts), to c¢aufe the Record of the faid Decree or
Judgment to be removed into fuch fuperior' Court, and to iffu¢ Writs of
Execution thereupon to the Sheriff of "any County City, Liberty, or
Place, againﬂ: the Peifoni. or Perfons, or Effets of the Defendant or
Pefendants, ini the fame Marner as ‘upon Judgments -obtained 11 any of
the fdid Courts at W&;ﬁmz;yz‘er ; and -the Sheriff, upon every fuch Execu-
tion, fhall and he is hereby authorlzed to detain the Defendant or Defen-
dants until the Suni of Twenty Shillings be paid to him, or fo levy the
famie out of the Effeé&ts, according to the Nature of the Execution,. fer
thé extracrdinary Cofts of the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs in the faid Court, over

and abové the Money for which fuch Executlons fhall be lﬁ'ued

XXXI, And be it farther enacted, That upon each and every Precept Clerk to in-
to be.iflued upon Execution awarded againit the Body or Goods and dorfe Debt .
~ ‘Chattels of any Perfon or Perfons whomfoever, the Clerk of the faid and Coftson

Court for the Time béing fhall indotfe or caufe to be indorfed. the Sum ;23 ﬁ.«re‘:gtt’u

or Suriis of Money, diid the Cofts fo ordered decreed, dand ad]udged and him before
if the Party . or Partiés againft whom fuch Execution fhall be’ awarded Sale, Execu-
réfpetively fhall, before any aftual Sale of the Goods and Chattels, or }L"“e:l‘.z(}’e%
before he, the, of they.is or are apprehended, or before the Expiration of perEan
the Term of his, her, or théir Im prifonment, as herein mentioned, pay,

or catife to be paid or tendered unto the Clerk for the Time bemg of the

faid Court, fuch Sum or Sums of Money and Cofts togéther with the Fee ot

Fees herein direCed to be paid to fuch Clerk, as a Compenfation for his

Trouble in recewmg the fatne, and in entering an Acknowledg¢gment and -
Satrsfa&ron in foll for fach.Sim or Suiiié of Money and Cofts, thenand = =
in every fuch Cafe the Execution fhall be fupetfeded, and the Body or .
Goods and Chattels of thé fald Party or Patties fhall be dlfcharged and fet

at leerty .

XXXII Afid be it further enacted, That the Keeper or Keepers for Penalty on
the Time belhg of the Common’ Gaol wlthm the faid Weitern Divifion of Kﬁepef of
the faid County of Kent, thall and he and. they is and are hereby reg juired lergh?]n vl

g his
to receive and tdke’ lnto his or their Cuftedy refpe&wely all and. ever}? Duty.

P’erfon or Perfons who ihall bée ‘ committed or ordered to ﬁand cOmmitt’e&
. under
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ander or by virtue of this A& ; and in cafe the Keeper-or Keepers of fuch
Gaol or Prifon fhall neglet or refufe to receive and take into his or their
Cuftody any Perfon or Perfons fo committed, or fhall, before the Explra-
tion .of the Time for which any Perfon or Perfons (hall be committed to
his or their Cuftody, difcharge fuch Perfon or Perfons out of his or their
- ‘Cuftody, .and wilfully fuffer fuch Perfon or Perfons to go at large without
a Warrant or Order for that Purpofe in Writing, figned in Court by the
faid Commiffioners or any Three or more of them, fuch Keeper and Keep-
€rs refpetively o oftending in either of the faid Cales, and being thereof
convicted before any one or more of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace
for the faid County of Kent, upon the Oath of Qne or more credible
Witnefls or Witnefles (whlch Oath fuch Juftice or Juftices is. and are
hereby authorized and required to adminifter), or upon his or their own
Confeflion, -thall for every fuch Offence forfeit and pay any Sum not
exceedmg Twenty Pounds, at the Difcretion of the faid Juftice or Juftices ;
and in cafe fuch Sum fhall not be immediately paid by the Perfon or
Perfons {o offending into the Hands of the faid Juftice or Ju{hces, before
‘whom fuch Oftender or Offenders fhall be conviéted, then and in. every
{fuch Cale fuch Sum fball be levied by Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods and
Chattels of -the Offender or Offenders by Woarrant under the Hand and
Seal or Hands and Seals of fuch Juftice or Juftices, rendering the Over-
plus (if any) upon Demand to {uch Offender or Offenders, after dedutting
the Cofts and Charges of fuch Diftrefs and Sale; and fuch Forfeiture,
‘when fo paid, levied, or recovered, fhall be diftributed in like Manner as
the feveral other Fmes and Penalues are by this A& direGted to be diftri-
buted ; and in cafe fufficient Diftrefs fhall not be found, it fhall and may
be lawful to and for fuch Juftice or Juftices to commit fuch Offender or
Oftenders to the’Common Gaol or Houle of Correftion for the Weltern
Divifion of the faid County of Kent, for any Time not exceeding Six
Calendar Months, unlefs fuch Penalty and Forfeiture, and all Cofts and
Charges attending fuch Convi¢tion, be fooner paid and difcharged. |

No Prmlege X AXI. And be it further enatted, That no Privilege fhall be allowed
Eﬁriiiwe‘i to exempt any Perfon liable to be fummoned by virtue of this A&, from
- the Jurifdi¢tion of the faid Court of Requelts,on account of his being a fworn
Attorney or Solicitor, or other Officer of any of His Majefty’s Courts of
Record at eftminfter, or of any other Court whatfoever ; but that all
fuch Attornies, Solicitors, and other Officers fhall be fub; ¢ to the {eve-
ral Procelfes, Orders, Judgments and Executions of the faid Court of
Requelts, in the fame Manner as any other Perfon or Perfons is and are
lubject to the fame.

NoAttorney, XXXIV. And be it further enacted, That no fuch Attorney, Solicitor,
&c. to be an Scrwener, or any Perfon practfing the Law, fhall be permitted to appear
Advocate in i the faid Court of Requelts as an Attorney, Solicitor, or Advocate for
this Court- o+ on Behalf of any Plaintiff or Defendant, or any other Perfon, to {peak
before the faid Court in any Caufe, Aion, or Matter in which fuch

Attorney, Solicitor, or Scrivener, is not himfeif a Party or Witnefs; and

. Incafeany Attorney, Solicitor, or Scrivener fhall appear in the faid Court of

~ -Requefts as an Attorney, Solicitor, or Advocate for or on Behalf of any
Plantit or Defendant, or {fpeak before the faid Court in any Caufe,

Action, or Matter in which fuch Attorney, Solicitor, or Scrwener 1s’ not

himfelt a Party or Witnefs, then and in every fuch Cafe fuch Attomey,

"~ Solicitor,
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Solicitor, or Scrivener fo offending, fhall for every fuch Offence forfejt-
and pay any Sum’ not exceeding Fifty Pounds, on being convicted thereof,
before any One of more of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for the
County " aforefaid, upon the Oath of One or more credible Witnefs or
Witnefles (which Oath fuch Juftice and Juftices is and are hereby
authorized and required to adminifter) or on his own Confeflion; and
in cafe fuch Sum of Money fhall not be paid forthwith by the Perfon
or Perfons fo offending into the Hands of the faid Juftice or Juftices
before whom fuch Offender fhall be convicted, then and in every Tuch
Cafe fuch Sum of Money fhall be levied by Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods
and Chattels of ghe Offender, by Warrant under the Hand and Seal or
Hands and Seals of fuch Juftice or Jultices, rendering the Overplus
(if, any) to fuch Offender, after deducting fuch Fine or Forteiture,
and the Cofts and Charges.of fuch Diftrefs and Saie ; and fuch Fine or
Forfeiture, when fo paid and levied or recovered, fhall be diftributed in
ke Manner as the feveral other Fines and Penalties are by this Act
directed to be diftributed.

- XXXV, And be it-further enated, That .the ..feverglerFes_ herein-after Fees to be
himited and exprefled, and no other, fhall be taken by the Clerks and'Bea. taken-
dles for their feveral and refpective-Services in the Execution .of this Act,

for the Recovery of all Sums not exceeding ‘Five Pounds, according .to the -

Amount of the Sum recovered ; (that 1s to fay),

: m h.,o '};b' . ”
i 8 S - B
285187 .87
QU 0 Y o 'Q —
| - |AES|AE%| AT
To the CLERK. | T E s
| - | L _ li.f-. -;J-f [ d ‘_.f. d..
Entering every Cafe -~ . . -lo 311 o1 6
Ifluing.every.Summons -~ . = =]lo 3]0 61 o
For calling the Plaintiff and Defendant before) o I o 6>
.the Courtand entering Appearance - . 310 3 7
For ‘every Hearing . . -]o 6|1 oI 6.
Entering and drawing up the Order - =-}lo 670 9|1 6
Paying Money into Court in full, and entering 1 :
the fame in his Book = - - 2f. o © A B
Paying Money byInftalments . . . .| o 6lo g1 of
Ifluing Subpeena - - =~ =le 6|1 of1 6
Ifluing every Attachment, Precept,.Order, or ] ER
| ‘ - N 3 RS S o I I | 6 12 6
-Execution - - - .. J - | -
Acknowledging Satisfaction in part-or. mfull -fo 6|0 6|1 o.
For every Nonfuit - - - - -{o 6|1 o2 o
Every Search in the Book - - -lo 3]0 3]0 6
For {wearing every Witnefs - - -lo 310 4710 6

| [LGC- O Per.] “ 11 H | N To
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E E o :5 E o :s E pch
Sz |ags|ag”
To the BEADLE. : = | @
3 d. e dl' J".., | d.
For calling every Caufe - - - =-}10 2]0 2)0 31
For calling every Plaintiff or Defendant -lo 210 2|0 3
For every Hearing - - - ~-1o 210 310 4
For every Nonfuit . - - ~-jo 310 4]loc 6
Serving every Summons, Order, or Subpoena) |
in the Town of Sevenoaks or Town of Ton. o 3]0 6|0 g
bridge =~ - - - -

If out of the Town of Sevenoaks or Town of
Tonbridge for every Mile extra -

Execution of every Warrant, Precept, or At-}
- tachment againit the Goods or Body -

If out of the Town of Sevenoaks or Town of 1

. Tonbridge, for every Mile extra - *O S 31° 4

"ATable of And the faid Commiffioners fhall and they are hereby required to hang
fuchFeesto  yp and affix or caufe to be hung up and affixed a Table of all fuch Fees in
i‘:f tll’::’cgoﬁft fome confpicuous Part of the faid Court or Place of Meeting of the faid

" Commiflioners, in order that all Perfons concerned may be enabled to

perule the fame.

Limitiﬂig_the XXXVI. And be it further ena&ted, That no Perfon or Perfons whom-
Tr;?;ii?; " {oever fhall be committed to Prifon by Order of the faid Court for any
If)cbmf ge. Debt or Debts, or kept or continued in Cuftody on any Pretence whatioever
~ (except in the Cafes herein-after provided for) for any longer Space or

Spaces of Time, from the Time of his, her, or their Commitment to Pri.

fon, than is or are hereafter limited, (that is to fay), where the Debt

(exclufive of Colfts) does not exceed the Sum of Twenty Shillings, then he,

fhe, or they fhall not be kept or contived in Cuftody for more than

‘Twenty Days ; and where the Debt (exclufive of Cofts) is above; Twenty

- Shillings, and does not .exceed Forty Shillings, then not more than

Forty Days; and where the Debt (exclufive of Colts) is above Forty

Shillings, and does not exceed Three Pounds, then not more than Sixty

Days ; and where the Debt (exclufive of Cofts) is above Three Pounds,.and

does not exceed Four Pounds, then not more than Eighty Days; and

where the Debt (exclufive of Colfts) is above Four Pounds, then not more

than One Hundred Days, from the Time of his, her, or their Com-

mitment ; and the faid Keeper and Keepers of the faid Gaol or Prifon

1s and are hereby directed and required to difcharge fuch Perfons accord-
ingly. | - : ~ =

"3

' Any Debtor  XXXVIIL And,in order more ¢éffectually to prevent Perfons fummoned
~concealing  for Debt to the faid Court from fraudulently concealing their Money, Goods,

gﬁ;’g fﬁg or Effects, be it further enated, That in cafe upon the Summons of any
L l ' Perfon
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Perfon for any Debt or Debts before the faid Court, Information” of any Time of his
fuch fraudulent Concealment fhall be given, fuch Court fhall have Power Imprifon-

to’ hear Evidence as to the Fact, and .in cafe it fhall be proved to their ;?:;gz‘fi}”
Satisfaction, upon the Oath of One or more credible Witnels or Wit~ |
nefles, which Oath the faid Court is hereby empowered to adminiiter,

‘then and in every fuch Cafe it fhall and may be lawful to and for the

faid Court to enlarge the aforefaid Time of Imprifonment of - fuch

Debtor to any Period in Addition thereto not exceeding Three Calendar
Months. .

XXXVIIL. And be it further enalted, That all and every Perfon and The Time of
Perfons who fhall be taken in Execution under or by virtue of any Procefs 1mprifon-
iffuing from or out of the faid Court of Requefts, and -who at the Time E;e“t {h?ubed

_ . : : : : parately an
ot his, her, or their bemng taken into Cuftody, or during his, her, or fucceffively
‘their Imprifonment, fhall have more than One Execution againft him, for each

- her, or them in the faid Court, thall be imprifoned the Time by this Act IL.xecution.
limited for and in refpect of {fuch Execution, and after the Time fo limited
“in the Firft Execution is expired, the Imprifonment on the Second Exe-
tion fhall commence, and after the Time fo limited on the Second Exe-
_cution 1s expired, the Imprifonment.on the Third Execution fhall com-
‘mence, and fo on until he, fhe, or they fhall have been imprifoned the
~Time by this Act limited for and in refpect of each feparate Execuuon
to be iffued againft . him, her, or them in the faid Court, previous to

his, her, or their being taken into Cuftody, or during his, her, or therr

.. Imprifonment, any Law, Statute, or Ufage to the contrary thereof in any- e
wife notwithftanding. - |

~ XXXIX. And be it further ena&ed, That each and every Perfon impri- Debtors not
- foned by virtue of this Act fhall, on the Expiration of his or her Time of to pay Gaol
- Imprifonment, be difcharged and fet at Liberty, without paying any Sum Fees.
.or Sums of Money, Fee or Fees, or cther Reward or Gratuity whatfoever
to the Keeper or Keepers or Turnkey or Turnkeys of the Prifon to which
he or fhe fhall have been committed, or others, by way of Gaol Fees, or
- Difcharge.Fees, or on any Pretence whatfoever ; and il any Keeper or
. Keepers, Turnkey or Turnkeys of fuch Prifon, or any Perfon whom{oever
_fhall demand, take, or reccive any Fee or Fees, Sum or Sums of Money
~ whatfoever upon the Difcharge of any fuch Perfon or Perfons fo committed
to his, her,or their Chargeor Cuftody as aforefaid, or {hall keep or detainany
. fuch Perlon or Perlons a Prifoner or Prifoners atter the Time by this Act
. limited for his, her, or their Imprifonment, every fuch Keeper, Turnkey,

. and other Perfon fhall for -every fuch Offence forfeit and pay the Sum of
Twenty Pounds ; and it ihall and may be lawful to and for any Two Juf-
tices of the Peace for the faid County to hear and determine every {uch
Offence, and fuch Two Juftices are hereby authorized and required, upon
any Information-exhibited or Complaint made before them ot fuch Oftence
having been committed (in cafe {uch Information (hall be exhibited or Com-

. plaint made within Three Calendar Months after the Offence committed)
. to fummon the Party acculed, and alfo the Witnefles on each Side, and to
~ examine into the Matter of Fact, and upon due Proof made thereof by the
- Qath ot One or moré credible Witnefs or Witnefles or by the voluntary
. .Confeflion of the Party accufed, to give Judgment or Sentence for fuch
_ Penalty or Forfeiture aforefaid ; .and in cafe fuch Penalty or Forfeiture
_ fhall not be forthwith paid, to ifflue a Warrant under their Hands and Sef.ls
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for lévying fuch Penalty and Forféeiture by Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods
and Chattels of the Offender or Offenders, rendering the Overplus (if any)
after deducting (uch Pendlty ahd Forféiture, and the Cofts and Charges of
fuch Diftrefs and Sale to the Owner or Owners thereof; and in cafe fuf-
ficlent Diftrefs thall not be found, it thall and may be lawful to and for fuch
Juftices to commit fuch Oftender or Offenders to fone one of the Common
Gabols or Houles of Correction for the Weftern Divifidn of the faid Count
of Kent, for any Time not exceeding Three Calendar Months, unlefs fu’c{
Penalty and Forfeiture, and all Cofts and Charges attending {uch Convic-
tion be fooner paid and difcharged, and one Moiety of {uch Penalty or
Forfeiture when paid of received fhall be paid to. the Perfon or Perfons
mforming ot fuing foi the fame, and the other Moiety thereof to the'Clerk

+ ot the faid Commiflioners.;'and fuch Moiety fo paid to the faid Clerk,
fhall be by the faid Commiflioners diftributed amongft the Poor of the
feveral Parifhes and Places within the Juri{diction of the fdid Court,'in
fuch Shares aiid Proportions as to the faid Commiffioners thall feem right
and proper. | * o

Officers of XL. And be’it further enacted, That if any Beadle or other Officéer or
;lfgggzztg Officers of ‘the faid Court employed to ferve any Execution, fhall, by wil-
their Duty  ful Neglect, Omiffion, ‘or Conhivance, cdufe or fuffer the Party againft
to pay the Wwhom fuch Exécution fhall be awarded ‘to efcape or abfcond, or the Goods
Colts, &c.  of fuch Party to be carried away or fecreted, fo that fuch Execution fhall
not have its due Effect, it thall and may be lawful to and for the faid Com-
‘miflioners, upon Complaint-and due Proof theredt made aipon the'Qath
or Oaths of One or more credible Witnefs or Witnefles, to -order fuch
Beadle or other Officer to pay the Sum or Sums of Money for which fuch
Execution was awarded to the Parties complaining,-and to- enforce the
‘Payment thereof by the fame Ways and Means 4s are herein provided for
the Recovery of his, hier, or their'Debt or Debts ; dnd it ‘fhall and may be
lawful to and for the faid Commiffioners and they are hereby enabled ‘to
impofe any Fine not exceeding Ten Pounds for every fuch Offence, on
fuch Beadle or Beadles, Officer or Officers ; and fuch Fine, if not forth-
‘'with paid, fhall and may be l¢vied and recévered bv Diftrefs and Sale of
‘the Goods and Chattels of the Oftender or Offenders, by Warrant under
‘the Hands and Seals of the faid Commiflioners, rendering the Overplus
(1f any) "atter deducting ‘{uch Fine, ‘and the Cofts and Chargés-of fuch
Diftrefs and Sale, to the Owner or Owners of fuch Goods and ‘Chattels ;
‘and fuch Fine, whén {o levied and recovered, fhall be paid to and diftri-
- buted by the faid Commiffioniers’in fuch Shares and Proportions and‘in
fuch Manner-amongit the Poor of the feveral Parithes and Places within the
Jurifldiction of the faid Court, as they the faid Commiflidners:may think

-fit and proper. - | *
Officers XLL And be it further enated, That if any Clerk, Beadle, or any
takingany  other Officer or Servant employed by the faid Commiflioners- in putting’
Fecbefides  , . - H. | LRt P . v
the Fees this Act or any of the Powers thereof in Execution, fhall exact, take, or

allowed by  accept any Fee or Reward whatfoever, other than and except f{uch Fees
the Act,to  as are appointed and allowed to them refpectively by virtue ‘of this Act,
IS‘:ﬁ :521‘:'5 “for or on account of any thing done .or to be-done under or by virtue
and pa)*.a’ thereof, or on any Account whatfoever relative to putting this Act ‘into
Fine. Execution, every fuch Perfon fo offending fhall upon Conviction thereof
~* before the faid Commiffioners at any of their Meetings, or upon Verdict

or Judgment being had againft him in fuch Action as next herein-after

| ~ mentioned,
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mentioned, be for ever incapable of ferving or being employed under this
A& in"any Office of Profit or Emolument, and fhall over and above forfeit
and pay the Sum of Ten Pounds to any Perfon or Perfons who fhall fue
for the {ame by A&ion of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information m any of His
~ Majefty’s Courts of Record at Wefminfter, within Six Calendar Months
after the Offence committed, in which Suit no Effoign, Protettion, or
Wager of Law, or more than One Imparlance, fhall be allowed.

- XLIL. And be it further enacted, That if any Clerk or Beadle of the Clerk or Bea-
faid Court fhall negle& to iffue or ferve any Summons in the due or pro- 'f."e o Ber
per Time for ferving the fame, or fhall be guilty of any Negle& or Mif- I";':T;“,%a lﬂber
behaviour, or otherwife mifcondu¢t himfelf in the Execution of his Office, removed.
then and in every fuch Cafe, upon Complaint made, it fhall and may be

lawful to and for the faid Commiffioners, and they are hereby empowered,

in open Court, to hear and enquire into the Matter of {fuch Negle&, Mif-

behaviour, or Mifcondu&, by the Oath or Oaths of One or more credible

Witnefs or Witnefles, and in cafe it fhall appear to the faid: Commiflioners

on {fuch Hearing and Enquiry, that fuch Clerk or Beadle has been guilty

of fuch Neglect, Mifbehaviour, or Mifcondudt, it fhall and may. be lawful

to and for the faid Commiflioners, and they are hereby empowered to {uf-

pend or remove the faid Clerk or Beadle fo" offending from his faid

Office, and nominaté or appoint fome other fit and able Perfon

to execute the faid Office in the Place or Stead -of the Officer fo

removed.

XLII And be it further enafled, That if any Perfon or Perfons, upon Punithing
his, her, or their Examination on QOath or Affirmation before the faid Perfonsguity
Commiffioners in any A&ion, Caufe, or Matter depending in the faid °F Feuury:
Court of Requelts, or before any Juftice or Juftices of the Peace ating in
Execution of this A&, fhall wilfully and corruptly give falle Evidence,; or
fhall wilfully and corruptly fwear any Matter or Thing which fhall be falfe
or untrue; every -fuch- Perfon fo offending, and being duly convited -

. thereof, {hall be and is hereby declared to be fubjeét and liable to fuch
Pains and Penalties as by any Law or Statute, Laws or Statutes in force
and effe, Perfons guilty of wilful or corrupt Perjury are fubjet and liable

to. |

© XLIV. And be it further enafted, That if any Perfon or Perfons fhall For prevent-
- contemptuoufly and wilfully infult or.abufe all or any of.the faid Com- "8 _lnﬁf:}!ts
miflioners, or any of the Officers of the faid Court for the Time being, E;lffe"czl':f
during his or their Sitting or Attendance in the faid Court, or fhall interrupt )
or obftru& the Proceedings of the faid Court, then and in every fuch Cafe
it fhall and may be lawful to and for the Beadle or Beadles of the faid
Court with or without the Affiftance of any other Perfon or Perlons, by
Order of the faid Commiflioners, to take fuch Offender or Offenders into
Cuftody-; and the faid Commiflioners fhall then examine into {uch Infult,
Abufe, or Mifbehaviour, either from their own View or Knowledge of what
pafled, or by the Oath or Qaths of One or more credible Witnefs or
Witnefles, and upon fuch Infult, Abufe, or Mifbehaviour being duly proved
‘as aforefaid, it fhall and may be lawful to and for the faid Commiflioners,
and they are hereby authorized and empowered to impofe a Fine not
exceeding Ten Pounds for each and every fuch Offence on-each and every.
{fuch Offender or Offenders ; and.in cafe fuch Fine fhall not -be forthwith
[Loc. & Per.] - . - miI—K .l .paid,
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paid, the fame fhall and may be levied and recovered by Diftrefs and

‘Sale of the Goods and Chattels of fuch Offender or Offenders by Warrant

under the Hands and Seals of any Three or more of the faid Commif-
fioners, reﬂde’ring the Overplus (if any) after deducting fuch Fine and the
Cofts and Charges of {fuch Dilirefs and Sale to the Owner or Owners: of
{fuch Goods and Chattels; and the faid Fine, when fo paid, levied, or
recovered, -thall be paid to and diftributed by the Commiflioners in fuch
Shares and Proportions and in fuch Manner amongit the Poor of the feve-
ral Parifhes and Places within the Jurifdi¢tion of the faid.Court as they

‘the faid Commiffioners fhall think fit and proper; and in cale fufhcient

Diftrefs fhall not be found, it thall and may be lawtul for any Three or
more of the fatd Commiflioners to commit fuch Offender or Offenders to
the Common Gaol for the Weftern Divifion of the faid County of Kent, °
for any Time not exceeding the Space of One Calendar Month, -

XLV. Provided always, That nothing herein contained fhall extend or
be conftrued to extend fo as to prevent or reftrain any Perfon from dif-
training for any Rent or Arrears thereof, although the fame fhall not
exceed the Sum of Five Pounds.

XLVI. And, for removing all Doubts whether the Statute of Limitations
may be pleaded in the faid Court of Requefts, be it further enaéted, That
all Defendants in the faid Court fhall be allowed to plead or claim the
Benefit of any Statute of Limitations in force and effet, and every Defend-
ant {o pleading or claiming fhall have and receive fuch and the like Advan.
tage and Relief thereby as fuch Defendant would have been entitled to in

-+ cafe this At had not been made, and he, the, or they had been fued for

Recovery and
Application
-of Penalties.

the fame Debt or other Caufe of A&tion in any of His Majelty’s Courts of
Record at Weftminfter or any other Court, and had there pleaded fuch Sta-
tute 1n bar to the Aétion or Suit.

XLVIL. And be it further enatted, That all Penalties or Forfeitures by
virtue of this A& impofed (the Manner of levying and recovering whereof
is not hereby mhermfe particularly direted) fhall be levied and recovered

.':by Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods and Chattels of the Offender or Offen-

ders, by Warrant under the Hands and Seals of any Three or more of
the faild Commiffioners (which Warrant fuch Commiflioners are hereby
empowered to grant) upon the Confeflion of the Party, or upon the Evi-

“dence of any credible Witnefs upon Qath, and the Overplus (if any) of the

Money arifing by {uch Diftrefs and Salefhall be returned upon Demandto the
Owner of fuch Goods and Chattels after dedu@ing fuch Fines and Penal-
ties, and the Cofts and Charges of making, keepmg, and felling the Dif-
tre(s ; and fuch Penalties and Forfeitures, when recovered (if not herein-
before direéted to be otherwife applied), fhall be paid to the Clerk to the
faid Commiflioners, and fhallbe by the faid Commiflioners diftributed amongft

‘the Poor of the feveral Parifhes and Places within the Jurifdition of the {aid

Court of Requefts, in fuch Shares and Proportions and in fuch Manner as the
faid Commiffioners or any Three or more of them fhall think right and pro-
per ; andin cafe fufficient Diitrefs fhall not befound, or fuch Penalties and For-
feitures fhall not be paid forthwith, it {hall and may be lawful to and forthe faid
Commiflioners,and theyaleherebyauthorued and required,by Warrantunder
their Hands and Seals, to caufe the Offender or Offenders to be committed to.
the Common Gaol for the {aid Weftern Divifion- of the faid Caun}g of

t ﬁm,

-
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Kent, there to remain without Bail or Mainprize for any Time not exceeding
Three Calendar Months, unlefs fuch Penalties. and Forfeitures, and aﬁ’
feafonable Charges attending the Recovery thereof, thall be fooner fully
paid and fatisfied.. - -'

XLVIIL And be it further enaéted, That in all Cafes where any Con- Prefcribing
vition fhall be made for any Offence or Offences. committed againft this the Form .of
A&, the Form of Convi&ion fhall be in the Words or to the Effelt Conwittion.
following ; (that is to fay), - S

‘ RRE it remembered, That on this ' - Day of | N Form of Con-
¢ 7" the Year of the Reign of - vidtion.

¢ A..B. is convited before of His Majefty’s Juftices of

¢ the Peace for | | [or, before - of

¢ the Commiffioners for the Recovery of Small Debts | !

‘ . inthe County of Kent] of having [as the Offence fball be] ; and I

“ [or We] the faid ~ do adjudge him [her, or them] to

¢ forfeit and pay for the fame the Sum of | {uch

¢ Offence being contrary to the Provifions of an Aét, made in the Forty-

¢ eighth Year of the Reign of King George the Third, intituled [ bere infert
¢ the Title of this AZ]. Given under my Hand and Seal [or, our Hands
‘ and Seals] the Day and Year aforefad.” - - ' -

XLIX. And be it further ena&ted, That where any Diftrefs fhall be Diftrefs not
‘made for any Sum of Money to be levied by virtue of this A&, the Dii- unlawiul for
trefs itfelf fhall not be deemed unlawful, nor the Party or Parties making wantor Egrm.
the fame be deemed a Trefpaffer or Trefpaflers, on account of any Defet
or Want of Form in the Information, Summons, Conviétion, Warrant
of Diftrefs, or other Proceeding relating thereto, nor fhall the Party or
Parties diftraining be deemed a Trefpafler or Trefpaflers ab initio on account

~ of any Irregularity which fhall be afterwards done by the Party or Parties
fo diftraining, but the Perfon or Perfons aggrieved by fuch Irregularity
thall and may recover full Satisfaction for the fpecial Damage in an Action
upon the Cafe. - |

L. And be it further enaed, That no Order, Verdi&t, Affefiment, Proceedings
or Judgment, or other Proceeding made touching or concerning any of 7 ﬁ]"c‘l";‘.
the Matters aforefaid, or touching or concerning the Convition of any %‘:nteof .
Offender or Offenders againit this A&, fhall be quathed or vacated for Form.

Want of Form only. |

L1. And beit further enaéted, That no Plaintiff or Plaintiffs {hall recover Plaintiff not
in any A&ion to be commenced againft any Perfon or Perlons for any thing to recover
done in purfuance of this A&, unlefs Notice in Writing fhall have been :’;;;h‘;“:alg‘;
given to the Defendant or Defendants, Forty-two Days before fuch Ation Tender of
be commenced, of fuch intended A&ion figned by the Attorney for the Amends.
Plaintiff or Plaintiffs fpecifying the Caufe of fuch A&ion ; nor fhall the -
Plaintift or Plaintiffs recover 1n any fuch Altion 1f Tender of fufficient
Amends hath been made to him, her, or them, or to his, her, or their
Attorney, by or on the Behalf of the Defendant or Defendants, before
fuch A&ion brought ; and in cafe no fuch Tender fhall have been made,
it fhall and may be lawful to and for the Defendant or Defendants in any

{uch Altion, by Leave of the Court after fuch Attion fhall have been
- 2 | | brought,
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brought at any Time before Iflue joined, to pay into Court fuch Sum of
Money as he, fhe, or they fhall think fit, whereupon fuch Proceedings,
Order, "and Judgment hall be made .and given m and by fuch Court,

as in other Altions where the Defendant 1s allowed to pay Money into
Court.

Limitation of Ll Provided always, and be it further enaé’ced That no Aion or Suit
A&tions. fhall be commenced againft any Perfon or Perfons for any thing done in
purfuance of this A& after Three Calendar Months next after the Fa& .
committed ; and every fuch A&ion or Suit thall be brought to Trial in the
- County of Kent and not clfewhere ; and if any fuch Aion or Suit fhall
be brought. before Forty-two Days Notice thall have been given, or after
{fuflicient Satisfattion made or tendered as aforefaid, or after the Time
limited for bringing the fame as aforefaid, or fhall be brought in any other

County than as aforefaid, then and in every fuch Cafe the Jury fhall find

for .the Defendant or Defendants ; and upon fuch Verdié, or if the

Plaintiff fhall be nonfuited, or difcontinue his, her, or their A&lon or Suit

after the Defendant or Defendants fhall have appeared, or if upon Demur-
rer Judgment fhall be given againft fuch Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, then and in .

every fuch Cafe the Defendant or Defendants fhall have Treble Cofts, and

have fuch Remedy for recovering the fame as any Defendant hath for Cofts
of Suit in other Cafes by Law,

Dcclanngthls LII: And.be it further ena&ed, That this A& fhall be deemed and
A& a Public taken to be a Public A&, and hall be judicially taken Notice of as

Act. fuch by all Judges, Juftlces, and others, without being {pecially
pleaded. |
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