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The Representation of the People (Postal Vote
Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023

Made - - - - kg

Coming into force in accordance with regulation 1(2)

The Secretary of State makes the following Regulations in exercise of the powers conferred by
sections 53(1)(c) and 201(3) of, and rules 24(1)(b) and 28(3) of Schedule 1 and paragraph 12ZA(2),
(3), (5), (6), (8), (9) and (11) of Schedule 2 to, the Representation of the People Act 1983(1),
section 15(5) of the Representation of the People Act 1985(2), paragraph 16(1) of Schedule 4B to the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990(3) (including as applied by section 38 A(3) of the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004(4)), sections 52ZQ(1) and (2) and 113(2) of the Local Government
Finance Act 1992(5), sections 9HE(1)(a), 9IMG(2) to (5) and 105(2)(a) of the Local Government

(1) 1983 c. 2. Section 201(1) provides that the power to make provision by regulations under section 53(1)(c) is exercisable by
the Secretary of State. Section 201(3) was inserted by paragraph 21 of Schedule 1 to the Representation of the People Act
2000 (c. 2) and amended by paragraph 6 of Schedule 21 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41).
See section 202(1) for the meaning of “prescribed” in rules 24(1)(b) and 28(3) of Schedule 1. Paragraph 12ZA of Schedule 2
was inserted by section 5(5) of the Elections Act 2022 (c. 37).

(2) 1985c.50.

(3) 1990 c. 8. Schedule 4B was inserted by Schedule 10 to the Localism Act 2011 (c. 20) and paragraph 16 was amended by
S.1. 2013/2597, 2021/1265.

(4) 2004 c. 5. Section 38A was inserted by paragraph 7 of Schedule 9 to the Localism Act 2011.

(5) 1992 c. 22. Section 52ZQ was inserted by Schedule 5 to the Localism Act 2011 (c. 20) and amended by S.I. 2021/1265.
Section 113(1) and (2) was amended by paragraph 9 of Schedule 1 to the Local Government Act 1999 (c. 27), by paragraph
52 of Schedule 7 to the Local Government Act 2003 (c. 26), by section 80 of the Localism Act 2011 and by S.I. 2013/2597.
2015/1376,2016/997, 2021/1265.
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Act 2000(6), section 114(1) of, and paragraph 12(1)(a) of Schedule 5B to, the Local Democracy,
Economic Development and Construction Act 2009(7), sections 58(1) and (5) (including as extended
by section 26(3) of the Welsh Language Act 1993(8)) and 154(5)(a) of the Police Reform and Social
Responsibility Act 2011(9) and section 18(1) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015(10).

The Secretary of State has consulted the Electoral Commission in accordance with paragraph
16(5) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, section 52ZQ(6) of the Local
Government Finance Act 1992, section 9HE(4) of the Local Government Act 2000, section 7(1) and
(2)(e), (he) and (k) of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000(11) and paragraph
12(4) of Schedule 5B to the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009.

A draft of this instrument has been laid before Parliament and approved by a resolution of each
House of Parliament in accordance with section 201(2) of the Representation of the People Act 1983,
section 333(3A) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990(12), section 52ZQ(7) of the Local
Government Finance Act 1992, section 105(6) of the Local Government Act 2000, section 117(2)
of the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009(13), section 154(2)(b)
of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011, and section 21(6) of the Recall of MPs
Act 2015.

Citation, commencement, savings and extent

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling
and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023.

(2) These Regulations come into force on the 22nd day after the date on which they are made
but have no effect in relation to—

(a) any election in respect of which the date of the poll specified in the notice of election is
on or before 1st May 2024;

(b) any referendum in respect of which the date of the poll specified in the notice of
referendum is on or before 1st May 2024;

(c) any recall petition in respect of which the date for the beginning of any signing period
specified in the notice of petition is on or before 1st May 2024.

(3) This regulation and regulation 10 extend to the United Kingdom.
(4) Regulations 2,4, 5,6,7,8,9, 11 and 12 extend to England and Wales only.
(5) Regulation 3 extends to Scotland only.

(6) 2000 c. 22. Sections 9HE and 9IMG were inserted by paragraph 1 of Schedule 2 to the Localism Act 2011 and were amended
by S.I. 2013/2597, 2021/1265. Section 105 was amended by paragraph 14(1) and (2) of Schedule 3 to the Local Government
Act 2003, by paragraph 70 of Schedule 3, and paragraph 52 of Schedule 4, to the Localism Act 2011 and by S.1. 2013/2597,
2018/644, 2021/1265.

(7) 2009 c. 20. Schedule 5B was inserted by Schedule 1 to the Cities and Local Government Devolution Act 2016 (c. 1).

(8) 1993 c. 38. See section 27(4)(b) for the definition of “the appropriate Minister”.

(9) 2011 c. 13. Section 58(1) was amended by S.I. 2021/1265, and section 58(5) was amended by S.I. 2015/1526, 2021/1265.
Section 154(5) was amended by S.1. 2014/268, 2021/1265.

(10) 2015 c. 25. See section 22 (as amended by S.1. 2016/997) for the definition of “the Minister”.

(11) 2000 c. 41. Section 7(2)(hc) was inserted by paragraph 11 of Schedule 10 to the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act
2011. Section 7(2)(k) was inserted by paragraph 3(1) and (6) of Schedule 6 to the Recall of MPs Act 2015.

(12) Section 333(3A) was inserted by paragraph 22(3) of Schedule 12 to the Localism Act 2011.

(13) Section 117(2) was substituted by section 13(2) of the Localism Act 2011.
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The Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001

2.—(1) The Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001(14) are
amended as follows.

(2) Inregulation 3 (interpretation), in paragraph (1), in the appropriate places insert—

““left behind postal voting document” is a postal voting document(15) relating to a
parliamentary election or a local government election in England that is left behind at a polling
station or left for the returning officer without being handed in and for which no return of
postal voting documents form has been completed;”;
““return of postal voting documents form” has the meaning given in regulation 79A;”.
(3) Inregulation 61C (notification of rejected postal voting statement)—

(a) in the heading after “statement” insert “or document”;

(b) in paragraph (1)—

(1) after “87(4)” insert “, or on the list created under regulation 87(6) with an indication
in accordance with regulation 87(6)(d) that a postal ballot paper was included in
rejected postal voting documents,”;

(i1) in sub-paragraph (a)—
(aa) the words from “the returning officer” to the end become paragraph (i);
(bb) after that paragraph (i) insert—

“(ii) the postal ballot paper was handed in at a polling station or for the
returning officer, and the relevant officer(16)—

(aa) was not satisfied that the return of postal voting documents
form had been completed properly and provided the
required information,

(bb) suspected that the person handing it in had handed in postal
ballot papers on behalf of more than the permitted number
of electors, or

(cc) suspected that the person handing it in was a political
campaigner who was committing an offence under
section 112A of the 1983 Act(17);

(iii) the postal ballot paper was a left behind postal voting document;”;
(iii) in sub-paragraph (¢)—
(aa) the words from “in regulation 87(5)” to the end become paragraph (i);
(bb) after that paragraph (i) insert—
“(i1) in regulation 87(7) applied to the absent voter’s postal ballot
paper.”;

(c) inparagraph (2)(b), at the end insert “except where that offence is committed by a political
campaigner under section 112A of the 1983 Act”.

(4) In regulation 65 (combination of polls)—
(a) the existing text becomes paragraph (1);

(14) S.1. 2001/341; relevant amending instruments are S.I. 2006/752, 2006/2910, 2013/3198, 2019/419.
(15) See paragraph 12ZA(12) of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 1983 (c. 2) for the meaning of “postal voting
document”.
(16) See paragraph 12ZA(12) of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 1983 (c. 2) for the meaning of “the relevant
officer”.
(17) Section 112A was inserted by section 4(2) of the Elections Act 2022 (c. 37).
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(b) in that paragraph, after “each election may,” insert “subject to paragraph (2) and”;
(c) after that paragraph insert—

“(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply where the polls of a UK parliamentary election and
a local government election in Wales are taken together.”.

(5) Inregulation 79 (alternative means of returning postal ballot paper or postal voting statement)

(a) after paragraph (2) insert—

“(2A) For elections other than local government elections in Wales, subject to
paragraphs (2B) and (4) the presiding officer of the polling station must deliver, or cause
to be delivered—

(a) any postal ballot paper or postal voting statement, and
(b) any return of postal voting documents form,

returned to that station to the returning officer in the same manner and at the same time
as the presiding officer delivers, or causes to be delivered, the packets referred to in rule
43(1) of the elections rules.

(2B) A postal ballot paper or postal voting statement may only be delivered to the
returning officer in accordance with paragraph (2A) if the requirements of regulation 79A
are met and the paper and statement are not rejected in accordance with regulation 79B
or 79D.”;

(b) at the beginning of paragraph (3) insert “For local government elections in Wales,”;
(c) in paragraph (4)—

(i) after “statement” insert “or return of postal voting documents form”,

(i1) after “paragraph” insert “(2A) or”;
(d) after paragraph (4) insert—

“(4A) For elections other than local government elections in Wales, where the returning
officer collects, or causes to be collected, any postal ballot paper or postal voting statement
or return of postal voting documents form in accordance with paragraph (4) the presiding
officer must first make up into separate packets sealed with the presiding officer’s own
seal and the seals of such polling agents as are present and desire to affix their seals with
a description of its contents written on each packet—

(a) the postal ballot papers and postal voting statements; and

(b) the return of postal voting documents forms for those postal ballot papers and
postal voting statements.”;

(e) at the beginning of paragraph (5) insert “For local government elections in Wales,”.
(6) After regulation 79 insert—

“Requirements of return of postal voting documents form

79A.—(1) The requirements of this regulation are—

(a) the person handing in a postal voting document (“P”) completes a form containing
the following information (a “return of postal voting documents form”)—

(i) P’s name and address,
(i1) whether P is handing in P’s own postal voting documents,

(ii1) the number of other electors for whom P is handing in postal voting documents,



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

(iv) the total number of envelopes containing postal ballot papers P is handing in,
including P’s own,

(v) the reason P is handing in postal voting documents for other electors,

(vi) a declaration by P that P has not handed in postal voting documents at any
polling station or to the returning officer for a total of more than the number
of electors other than P set out in regulation 79B(1)(c) or 82B(1)(c), including
those being handed in at that time, and either—

(aa) that to the best of P’s knowledge, P is not a political campaigner for
whom it is an offence to handle the postal voting documents concerned
in accordance with section 112A of the 1983 Act, or

(bb) that P is a political campaigner and is only handing in postal voting
documents for P and for P’s spouse, civil partner, parent, grandparent,
brother, sister, child or grandchild, or someone for whom P provides
regular care or for whom regular care is provided by an organisation
which employs or engages P, and

(b) the relevant officer has endorsed the return of postal voting documents form returned
by P to confirm the relevant officer’s name and that—

(i) the relevant officer is satisfied that the form has been completed properly and
provides the information required by paragraph (a),

(i1) the relevant officer does not suspect that the number of electors other than P for
whom P is handing in postal voting documents exceeds the number of electors
set out in regulation 79B(1)(c) or 82B(1)(c),

(iii) the relevant officer does not suspect that P is a political campaigner who is
committing an offence under section 112A of the 1983 Act, and

(iv) the postal voting documents to which the form relates are not rejected.

(2) For the purposes of paragraph (1)(a)(vi)(bb), two people living together as if they were
a married couple or civil partners are treated as if they were spouses or civil partners of each
other.

Rejection of postal voting documents handed in at a polling station

79B.—(1) A relevant officer must reject—

(a) all postal voting documents handed in by P where P fails to fully complete the return
of postal voting documents form with the required information;

(b) all postal voting documents handed in by P other than P’s own postal voting
documents where the relevant officer has reasonable cause to suspect that the
documents are handed in on behalf of more than five other electors;

(c) a postal voting document handed in by P or all postal voting documents handed
in together by P (other than P’s own postal voting documents) where the relevant
officer has reasonable cause to suspect that, taking that document or those documents
together with any postal voting documents handed in by P on any previous occasion
in respect of the same election, or in respect of an election in England for which the
day of poll is the same as the election to which the documents relate (whether to a
polling station or to the returning officer and disregarding any that were rejected), P
has handed in postal voting documents on behalf of more than five other electors.

(2) Where P hands in one or more proxy postal ballot papers completed by P as proxy for
another elector, for “five” in paragraphs (1)(b) and (c), substitute the number that is five minus
the number of proxy postal ballot papers P hands in.
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(3) A relevant officer may reject a postal voting document handed in by P where the
relevant officer knows or has reasonable cause to suspect that, in handing in the document, P
is committing an offence under section 112A of the 1983 Act.

Procedure for dealing with rejected postal voting documents handed in at a polling
station

79C.—(1) Where any postal voting document has been rejected in accordance with
regulation 79B the relevant officer must indicate this, together with the reason or reasons for
the rejection and the relevant officer’s name, on the return of postal voting documents form
and attach the form to the postal voting documents concerned.

(2) The presiding officer must make up a packet (or packets) of the rejected postal voting
documents and the accompanying return of postal voting documents forms, sealed with the
presiding officer’s own seal and the seals of such polling agents as are present and desire to
affix their seals with a description of its contents written on each packet.

(3) Where a return of postal voting documents form relates to postal voting documents
which have not all been rejected, that form must be dealt with as if it related just to the rejected
postal voting documents, and the postal voting documents which have been rejected must be
noted on it.

(4) The presiding officer must deliver, or cause to be delivered, those packets in the same
manner and at the same time as the presiding officer delivers, or causes to be delivered, the
packets referred to in rule 43(1) of the elections rules.

Postal voting documents left behind at a polling station

79D.—(1) Where a person leaves a left behind postal voting document at a polling station,
the relevant officer must reject that left behind postal voting document.

(2) The relevant officer must—

(a) write on a return of postal voting documents form to confirm that the postal voting
document is a left behind postal voting document,

(b) write the relevant officer’s name on that form, and
(c) attach that form to the left behind postal voting document.

(3) Left behind postal voting documents and the attached return of postal voting documents
forms must be included in the packet of rejected postal voting documents and forms made up
in accordance with regulation 79C(2).”.

(7) In regulation 82 (receipt of covering envelope)—
(a) in paragraph (1) for “The” substitute “For local government elections in Wales, the”’; and
(b) insert after paragraph (1)—

“(1A) For elections other than local government elections in Wales, the relevant officer
must, immediately on receipt by post of a covering envelope (or an envelope which is
stated to include a postal vote) before the close of the poll, place it unopened in a postal
voters’ ballot box.”.

(8) After regulation 82 insert—

“Postal voting documents handed in to the returning officer

82A.—(1) This regulation applies to any postal voting document returned by hand in
accordance with—

(a) inrespect of a parliamentary election, regulation 79(2);
6
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(b) inrespect of a local government election in England—

(1) rule 45(4)(a) of Schedule 2 or rule 45(7)(a) of Schedule 3 to the Local Elections
(Principal Areas) (England and Wales) Rules 2006(18),

(i1) rule 45(4)(a) of Schedule 2 or rule 45(6)(a) of Schedule 3 to the Local Elections
(Parishes and Communities) (England and Wales) Rules 2006(19), or

(iii) rule 49(3)(a) of Schedule 1, rule 50(3)(a) of Schedule 2, rule 49(3)(a) of
Schedule 3, rule 49(6)(a) of Schedule 5, rule 50(6)(a) of Schedule 6 or rule
49(6)(a) of Schedule 7 to the Greater London Authority Elections Rules
2007(20).

(2) Subject to paragraphs (3) and (4), a person acting under the authority of the returning
officer (“the authorised person’) must deliver to the returning officer—

(a) any postal voting document to which this regulation applies and which is handed in
before the close of poll, and

(b) the return of postal voting documents form completed in respect of it.

(3) A postal voting document may only be delivered to the returning officer in accordance
with paragraph (2) if the requirements of regulation 79A are met and the document is not
rejected in accordance with regulation 82B or 82D.

(4) Before delivering them to the returning officer in accordance with paragraph (2), the
authorised person must first make up into separate packets with a description of its contents
written on each packet which is then sealed up—

(a) the postal voting documents;

(b) the return of postal voting documents forms for those postal voting documents.

Rejection of postal voting documents handed in to the returning officer

82B.—(1) The authorised person must reject—

(a) all postal voting documents handed in by P in accordance with regulation 82A(1)
where P fails to fully complete the return of postal voting documents form with the
required information;

(b) all postal voting documents handed in by P in accordance with regulation 82A(1)
other than P’s own postal voting documents where the authorised person has
reasonable cause to suspect that the documents are handed in on behalf of more than
five other electors;

(c) a postal voting document handed in by P or all postal voting documents handed
in together by P in accordance with regulation 82A(1) (other than P’s own postal
voting documents) where the authorised person has reasonable cause to suspect that,
taking that document or those documents together with any postal voting documents
handed in by P on any previous occasion in respect of the same election, or in respect
of an election in England for which the day of poll is the same as the election to
which the documents relate (whether to a polling station or to the returning officer
and disregarding any that were rejected), P has handed in postal voting documents
on behalf of more than five other electors.

(2) Where P hands in one or more proxy postal ballot papers completed by P as proxy for
another elector, for “five” in paragraphs (1)(b) and (c), substitute the number that is five minus
the number of proxy postal ballot papers P hands in.

(18) S.I. 2006/3304, to which there are amendments not relevant to these Regulations.

(19) S.1. 2006/3305, to which there are amendments not relevant to these Regulations.

(20) S.I. 2007/3541, to which there are amendments not relevant to these Regulations.
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(3) The authorised person may reject a postal voting document handed in by P in accordance
with regulation 82A(1) where the authorised person knows or has reasonable cause to suspect
that, in handing in the document, P is committing an offence under section 112A of the 1983
Act.

Procedure for dealing with rejected postal voting documents handed in to the returning
officer

82C.—(1) Where any postal voting document has been rejected in accordance with
regulation 82B the authorised person must indicate this, together with the reason or reasons
for the rejection and the authorised person’s name, on the return of postal voting documents
form and attach the form to the postal voting documents concerned.

(2) The authorised person must make up a packet (or packets) of the rejected postal voting
documents and the accompanying return of postal voting documents forms which must be
sealed up with a description of its contents written on each packet.

(3) Where a return of postal voting documents form relates to postal voting documents
which have not all been rejected, that form must be dealt with as if it related just to the rejected
postal voting documents, and the postal voting documents which have been rejected must be
noted on it.

(4) The authorised person must deliver those packets to the returning officer before the
close of the poll.

Postal voting documents left behind with the returning officer

82D.—(1) This regulation applies to a postal voting document to which regulation 82A(1)
applies which is a left behind postal voting document.

(2) The authorised person must—
(a) reject the left behind postal voting document,

(b) write on a return of postal voting documents form to confirm that the postal voting
document is a left behind postal voting document,

(c) write the authorised person’s name on that form, and
(d) attach that form to the left behind postal voting document.

(3) Left behind postal voting documents and the attached return of postal voting documents
forms must be included in the packet of rejected postal voting documents and forms made up
in accordance with regulation 82C(2).

Opening of delivered or collected packets of postal voting documents

82E.—(1) Paragraph (2) applies to the packets of postal voting documents delivered to or
collected by the returning officer in accordance with regulation 79(2A) or (4A) or 82A(1).

(2) Regulations 69(2), 80, 81(6), 83(1) and 84 apply to a packet to which this paragraph
applies as if that packet were a postal voters’ ballot box.”.

(9) In regulation 87 (lists of rejected postal ballot papers)—
(a) in the heading at the end insert “or postal voting documents”;
(b) for paragraph (1) substitute—

“(1) In respect of any election other than a local government election in Wales, the
returning officer must keep the four separate lists relating to rejected postal ballot papers
or postal voting documents specified in this regulation.
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(1A) In respect of any local government election in Wales, the returning officer must
keep the first, second and third lists specified in this regulation.”;

(c) after paragraph (5) insert—

“(6) In the fourth list, the returning officer must, subject to paragraph (9), record in
relation to any elector whose postal voting documents were rejected in accordance with
regulation 79B or 82B or were left behind postal voting documents—

(a) the elector’s name and address (and the name and address of the proxy if the
elector has a proxy),

(b) the elector’s number on the register of electors (and that of the proxy if the
elector has a proxy),

(c) the specified reason or reasons for the rejection of the postal voting documents,

(d) an indication as to whether the postal voting documents included a postal ballot
paper the number of which matched the postal ballot paper number marked on
the postal voting statement, and

(e) any other information relating to the rejection that the returning officer considers
appropriate, but not the postal ballot paper number.

(7) The specified reasons that may be given under sub-paragraph (6)(c) for the rejection
of the postal voting documents are—

(a) the postal voting documents were handed in at a polling station or to the
returning officer but the return of postal voting documents form was not fully
completed with the required information;

(b) the postal voting documents were handed in at a polling station or to the
returning officer but the number of postal voting documents handed in exceeded
or was suspected to exceed the permitted number;

(c) the postal voting documents were handed in by a political campaigner who was
not permitted to hand in those postal voting documents;

(d) the postal voting documents were left behind postal voting documents.

(8) In compiling the fourth list the returning officer must open separately each covering
envelope (including an envelope described in regulation 82(2)) and each ballot paper
envelope.

(9) The obligation in paragraph (6) does not apply where an elector’s rejected postal
voting documents do not include a postal voting statement.”.

(10) Inregulation 89 (sealing of receptacles), in paragraph (1) after paragraph (f) insert—

“(g) the packets of rejected postal voting documents and accompanying return of postal
voting documents forms made up in accordance with regulations 79C(2) and 82C(2),”.

(11) In regulation 91 (forwarding of documents)—
(a) in paragraph (1)—
(1) in sub-paragraph (a) after “78A(2),” insert “79(4A)(b), 82A(4)(b),”;

(i1) in sub-paragraph (b) after “Form K” insert “in respect of a local government election
in Wales, or Form K1 in respect of any other election,”;

(b) in paragraph (3)(a) for “79(3)” substitute “79(2A) and (3)”;
(¢) in sub-paragraphs (3A)(a) and (b)—

(1) for “list” substitute “lists”;

(i1) after “87(4)” insert “and (6)”;
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(d) in paragraph (4)—
(1) for “list” in both places it occurs, substitute “lists”;
(i1) after “87(4)” insert “and (6)”.

(12) In regulation 118 (inspection of documents open to public inspection) for paragraph (1)(b)
(iv) substitute—

“(iv) the lists required to be compiled under regulation 87(4) and (6), and any extracts produced
from those lists;

(v) return of postal voting documents forms.”.
(13) In Schedule 3 (forms)—
(a) in the arrangement of forms—

(i) in the entry for Form K, after “postal ballot papers” insert “(local government
elections in Wales)”;

(i) after that entry insert—
“Form K1: statement as to postal ballot papers (parliamentary elections and local
government elections in England)”;

(b) for form A1l (official postal poll card to be sent to an elector voting by post), form B1
(official proxy postal poll card to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post), form G
(postal voting statement for use at a parliamentary election taken alone), form H (postal
voting statement for use when postal ballots are combined) and form J (postal voting
statement for use when a parliamentary poll is combined with another poll but the postal
ballots are not combined) substitute the corresponding forms set out in Schedule 1 to these
Regulations;

(c) after form K, insert new form K1 as set out in Schedule 1 to these Regulations.

The Representation of the People (Scotland) Regulations 2001

3.—(1) The Representation of the People (Scotland) Regulations 2001(21) are amended as
follows.

(2) Inregulation 3 (interpretation), in paragraph (1), in the appropriate places insert—

““left behind postal voting document” is a postal voting document relating to a parliamentary
election that is left behind at a polling station or left for the returning officer without being
handed in and for which no return of postal voting documents form has been completed;”;
““return of postal voting documents form” has the meaning given in regulation 79A;”.
(3) Inregulation 61C (notification of rejected postal voting statement)—

(a) in the heading, for “statement” substitute “document”;

(b) in paragraph (1)—

(1) after “87(4)” insert “, or on the list created under regulation 87(6) with an indication
in accordance with regulation 87(6)(d) that a postal ballot paper was included in
rejected postal voting documents,”;

(i1) in sub-paragraph (a)—
(aa) the words from “the returning officer” to the end become paragraph (i);
(bb) after that paragraph (i) insert—

(21) S.1.2001/497 (S. 2); relevant amending instruments are S.1. 2006/834, 2007/925, 2008/305, 2010/980, 2013/3206,2019/1451.
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“(ii) the postal ballot paper was handed in at a polling station or for the
returning officer, and the relevant officer—

(aa) was not satisfied that the return of postal voting documents
form had been completed properly and provided the
required information,

(bb) suspected that the person handing it in had handed in postal
ballot papers on behalf of more than the permitted number
of electors, or

(cc) suspected that the person handing it in was a political
campaigner who was committing an offence under
section 112A of the 1983 Act;

(ii1) the postal ballot paper was a left behind postal voting document;”;
(iii) in sub-paragraph (c)—
(aa) the words from “in regulation 87(5)” to the end becomes paragraph (i);
(bb) after that paragraph (i) insert—
“(i1) in regulation 87(7) applied to the absent voter’s postal ballot
paper.”;
(c) inparagraph (2)(b), at the end insert “except where that offence is committed by a political
campaigner under section 112A of the 1983 Act”.

(4) In regulation 66 (form of postal voting statement), omit paragraph (b).

(5) Inregulation 79 (alternative means of returning postal ballot paper or postal voting statement)

(a) in paragraph (2)—

(1) for “paragraph (3)” substitute “paragraphs (2A) or (3)”;

(i1) after “that station” insert “and any return of postal voting documents form”
(b) after paragraph (2) insert—

“(2A) A postal ballot paper or postal voting statement may only be delivered to the
returning officer in accordance with paragraph (2) if the requirements of regulation 79A
are met and the paper and statement are not rejected in accordance with regulation 79B
or 79D.”;

(c) in paragraph (3), after “statement” insert “or return of postal voting documents form”;
(d) in paragraph (4), for the words from “in accordance with” to the end substitute—

“or return of postal voting documents form in accordance with paragraph (3) the presiding
officer must first make up into separate packets sealed with the presiding officer’s own
seal and the seals of such polling agents as are present and desire to affix their seals with
a description of its contents written on each packet—

(a) the postal ballot papers and postal voting statements;

(b) the return of postal voting documents forms for those postal ballot papers and
postal voting statements.”.

(6) After regulation 79 insert—

“Requirements of return of postal voting documents form

79A.—(1) The requirements of this regulation are—

11
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(a) the person handing in a postal voting document (“P”) completes a form containing
the following information (a “return of postal voting documents form”)—

(1) P’s name and address,
(i1) whether P is handing in P’s own postal voting documents,
(iii) the number of other electors for whom P is handing in postal voting documents,

(iv) the total number of envelopes containing postal ballot papers P is handing in,
including P’s own,

(v) the reason P is handing in postal voting documents for other electors,

(vi) a declaration by P that P has not handed in postal voting documents at any
polling station or to the returning officer for a total of more than the number
of electors other than P set out in regulation 79B(1)(c) or 82B(1)(c), including
those being handed in at that time and either—

(aa) that to the best of P’s knowledge, P is not a political campaigner for
whom it is an offence to handle the postal voting documents concerned
in accordance with section 112A of the 1983 Act, or

(bb) that P is a political campaigner and is only handing in postal voting
documents for P and for P’s spouse, civil partner, parent, grandparent,
brother, sister, child or grandchild, or someone for whom P provides
regular care or for whom regular care is provided by an organisation
which employs or engages P, and

(b) therelevant officer has endorsed the return of postal voting documents form returned
by P to confirm the relevant officer’s name and that—

(1) the relevant officer is satisfied that the form has been completed properly and
provides the information required by paragraph (a),

(i1) the relevant officer does not suspect that the number of electors other than P
for whom P is handing in postal voting documents exceeds number of electors
set out in regulation 79B(1)(c) or 82B(1)(c),

(iii) the relevant officer does not suspect that P is a political campaigner who is
committing an offence under section 112A of the 1983 Act, and

(iv) the postal voting documents to which the form relates are not rejected.

(2) For the purposes of paragraph (1)(a)(vi)(bb), two people living together as if they were
a married couple or civil partners are treated as if they were spouses or civil partners of each
other.

Rejection of postal voting documents handed in at a polling station

79B.—(1) A relevant officer must reject—

(a) all postal voting documents handed in by P where P fails to fully complete the return
of postal voting documents form with the required information;

(b) all postal voting documents handed in by P other than P’s own postal voting
documents where the relevant officer has reasonable cause to suspect that the
documents are handed in on behalf of more than five other electors;

(c) a postal voting document handed in by P or all postal voting documents handed
in together by P (other than P’s own postal voting documents) where the relevant
officer has reasonable cause to suspect that, taking that document or those documents
together with any postal voting documents handed in by P on any previous occasion
inrespect of the same election (whether to a polling station or to the returning officer
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and disregarding any that were rejected), P has handed in postal voting documents
on behalf of more than five other electors.

(2) Where P hands in one or more proxy postal ballot papers completed by P as proxy for
another elector, for “five” in paragraphs (1)(b) and (c), substitute the number that is five minus
the number of proxy postal ballot papers P hands in.

(3) A relevant officer may reject a postal voting document handed in by P where the
relevant officer knows or has reasonable cause to suspect that, in handing in the document, P
is committing an offence under section 112A of the 1983 Act.

Procedure for dealing with rejected postal voting documents handed in at a polling
station

79C.—(1) Where any postal voting document has been rejected in accordance with
regulation 79B the relevant officer must indicate this, together with the reason or reasons for
the rejection and the relevant officer’s name, on the return of postal voting documents form
and attach the form to the postal voting documents concerned.

(2) The presiding officer must make up a packet (or packets) of the rejected postal voting
documents and the accompanying return of postal voting documents forms, sealed with the
presiding officer’s own seal and the seals of such polling agents as are present and desire to
affix their seals with a description of its contents written on each packet.

(3) Where a return of postal voting documents form relates to postal voting documents
which have not all been rejected, that form must be dealt with as if it related just to the rejected
postal voting documents, and the postal voting documents which have been rejected must be
noted on it.

(4) The presiding officer must deliver, or cause to be delivered, those packets in the same
manner and at the same time as the presiding officer delivers, or causes to be delivered, the
packets referred to in rule 43(1) of the elections rules.

Postal voting documents left behind at a polling station

79D.—(1) Where a person leaves a left behind postal voting document at a polling station,
the relevant officer must reject that left behind postal voting document.

(2) The relevant officer must—

(a) write on a return of postal voting documents form to confirm that the postal voting
document is a left behind postal voting document,

(b) write the relevant officer’s name on that form, and
(c) attach that form to the left behind postal voting document.

(3) Left behind postal voting documents and the attached return of postal voting documents
forms must be included in the packet of rejected postal voting documents and forms made up
in accordance with regulation 79C(2).”.

(7) In regulation 82 (receipt of covering envelope), in paragraph (1) for “(whether by hand or
by post)” substitute “by post”.

(8) After regulation 82 insert—

“Postal voting documents handed in to the returning officer

82A.—(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), a person acting under the authority of the
returning officer (“the authorised person’) must deliver to the returning officer—
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(a) any postal voting document handed in under regulation 79(1)(b) before the close of
the poll, and

(b) the return of postal voting documents form completed in respect of it.

(2) A postal voting document may only be delivered to the returning officer in accordance
with paragraph (1) if the requirements of regulation 79A are met and the document is not
rejected in accordance with regulation 82B or 82D.

(3) Before delivering them to the returning officer in accordance with paragraph (1), the
authorised person must first make up into separate packets with a description of its contents
written on each packet which is then sealed up—

(a) the postal voting documents;

(b) the return of postal voting documents forms for those postal voting documents.

Rejection of postal voting documents handed in to the returning officer

82B.—(1) The authorised person must reject—

(a) all postal voting documents handed in by P in accordance with regulation 79(1)(b)
where P fails to fully complete the return of postal voting documents form with the
required information;

(b) all postal voting documents handed in by P in accordance with regulation 79(1)
(b) other than P’s own postal voting documents where the authorised person has
reasonable cause to suspect that the documents are handed in on behalf of more than
five other electors;

(c) a postal voting document handed in by P or all postal voting documents handed
in together by P in accordance with regulation 79(1)(b) (other than P’s own postal
voting documents) where the authorised person has reasonable cause to suspect that,
taking that document or those documents together with any postal voting documents
handed in by P on any previous occasion in respect of the same election (whether to
a polling station or to the returning officer and disregarding any that were rejected),
P has handed in postal voting documents on behalf of more than five other electors.

(2) Where P hands in one or more proxy postal ballot papers completed by P as proxy for
another elector, for “five” in paragraphs (1)(b) and (c), substitute the number that is five minus
the number of proxy postal ballot papers P hands in.

(3) The authorised person may reject a postal voting document handed in by P where the
authorised person knows or has reasonable cause to suspect that, in handing in the document,
P is committing an offence under section 112A of the 1983 Act.

Procedure for dealing with rejected postal voting documents handed in to the returning
officer

82C.—(1) Where any postal voting document has been rejected in accordance with
regulation 8§2B the authorised person must indicate this, together with the reason or reasons
for the rejection and the authorised person’s name, on the return of postal voting documents
form and attach the form to the postal voting documents concerned.

(2) The authorised person must make up a packet (or packets) of the rejected postal voting
documents and the accompanying return of postal voting documents forms which must be
sealed up with a description of its contents written on each packet.

(3) Where a return of postal voting documents form relates to postal voting documents
which have not all been rejected, that form must be dealt with as if it related just to rejected
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postal voting documents, and the postal voting documents which have been rejected must be
noted on it.

(4) The authorised person must deliver those packets to the returning officer before the
close of the poll.

Postal voting documents left behind with the returning officer

82D.—(1) Where a person leaves a left behind postal voting document for the returning
officer in accordance with regulation 79(1)(b), the authorised person must reject that left behind
postal voting document.

(2) The authorised person must—

(a) write on a return of postal voting documents form to confirm that the postal voting
document is a left behind postal voting document,

(b) write the authorised person’s name on that form, and
(c) attach that form to the left behind postal voting document.

(3) Left behind postal voting documents and the attached return of postal voting documents
forms must be included in the packet of rejected postal voting documents and forms made up
in accordance with regulation 82C(2).

Opening of delivered or collected packets of postal voting documents

82E.—(1) Paragraph (2) applies to the packets of postal voting documents delivered to or
collected by the returning officer in accordance with regulation 79(2) or (4) or 82A(1).

(2) Regulations 69(2), 80, 81(6), 83(1) and 84 apply to a packet to which this paragraph
applies as if that packet were a postal voters’ ballot box.”.

(9) In regulation 87 (lists of rejected postal ballot papers)—
(a) in the heading, for “ballot papers” substitute “voting documents”;
(b) in paragraph (1), for “three” substitute “four”;
(c) after paragraph (5) insert—

“(6) In the fourth list, the relevant officer must, subject to paragraph (9), record in
relation to any elector whose postal voting documents were rejected in accordance with
regulation 79B or 82B or were left behind postal voting documents—

(a) the elector’s name and address (and the name and address of the proxy if the
elector has a proxy),

(b) the elector’s number on the register of electors (and that of the proxy if the
elector has a proxy),

(c) the specified reason or reasons for the rejection of the postal voting documents,

(d) an indication as to whether the postal voting documents included a postal ballot
paper the number of which matched the postal ballot paper number marked on
the postal voting statement, and

(e) any other information relating to the rejection that the returning officer considers
appropriate, but not the postal ballot paper number.

(7) The specified reasons that may be given under sub-paragraph (6)(c) for the rejection
of the postal voting documents are—

(a) the postal voting documents were handed in at a polling station or to the
returning officer but the return of postal voting documents form was not fully
completed with the required information;
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(b) the postal voting documents were handed in at a polling station or to the
returning officer but the number of postal voting documents handed in exceeded
or was suspected to exceed the permitted number;

(c) the postal voting documents were handed in by a political campaigner who was
not permitted to hand in those postal voting documents;

(d) the postal voting documents were left behind postal voting documents.

(8) In compiling the fourth list the returning officer must open separately each covering
envelope (including an envelope described in regulation 82(2)) and each ballot paper
envelope.

(9) The obligation in paragraph (6) does not apply where an elector’s rejected postal
voting documents do not include a postal voting statement.”.

(10) In regulation 89 (sealing of receptacles), in paragraph (1) after paragraph (f) insert—

“(g) the packets of rejected postal voting documents and accompanying return of postal
voting documents forms made up in accordance with regulations 79C(2) and 82C(2),”.

(11) In regulation 91 (retention of documents)—
(a) in paragraph (1)—
(i) in sub-paragraph (a) after “78A(2),” insert “79(3)(b), 82A(3)(b),”;
(i1) in sub-paragraph (c) after “87(4)” insert “and (6)”’; and
(b) for paragraph (4) substitute—

“(4) Rules 56, 57 and 58 of the elections rules will apply to any packet or document
retained under this regulation save that in applying rules 56 and 57 to the lists provided
for by regulation 87(4) and (6), these lists and any extracts from them are to be treated as
if they were counted ballot papers.”.

(12) Inregulation 91A (forwarding of documents)—
(a) in paragraph (1) for sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) substitute—

“(a) where any lists compiled under regulation 87(4) or (6) relate to a constituency
contained within a single local government area, send copies of those lists to the
registration officer for that local government area;

(b) where any lists compiled under regulations 87(4) or (6) relates to a constituency
which comprises any part of more than one local government area, send copies
of such extracts of the lists as are relevant to each of the registration officers for
those local government areas.”;

(b) in paragraph (3)—

(i) for “copy of the list, or extracts of the list” in both places it occurs substitute “copies
of the lists, or extracts of the lists”;

(i1) in sub-paragraph (b) for “a list, or extracts of a list” substitute “lists, or extracts of
lists”;

(c) in paragraphs (4) and (5) for “the copy of the list, or extracts of the list” in each place it
occurs substitute “copies of the lists, or extracts of the lists”.

(13) Inregulation 118 (inspection of documents open to public inspection) for paragraph (1)(b)
(iv) substitute—

“(iv) the lists required to be compiled under regulation 87(4) and (6), and any extracts produced
from those lists;

(v) return of postal voting documents forms.”.
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(14) In Schedule 3 (forms)—
(a) in the arrangement of forms, omit the entry for Form H;

(b) for form Al (official postal poll card to be sent to an elector voting by post), form B1
(official proxy postal poll card to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post) and form
G (postal voting statement for use at a parliamentary election taken alone) substitute the
corresponding forms in Schedule 2 to these Regulations;

(c) omit form H (postal voting statement for use when postal ballots are combined);

(d) for form J (postal voting statement for use when a parliamentary poll is combined with
another poll but the postal ballots are not combined) and form K (statement as to postal
ballot papers) substitute the corresponding forms in Schedule 2 to these Regulations.

The Representation of the People (Combination of Polls) (England and Wales) Regulations
2004

4. In Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People (Combination of Polls) (England and Wales)
Regulations 2004 (modifications to parliamentary elections rules)(22), in paragraph 9, in the text of
the substituted rule 29(5), for the voting instructions for election of the mayor of London (which
begins “#On the ballot paper”) substitute—

“#Vote for ONLY ONE candidate by putting a cross [X] in the box next to your choice.”.

The Local Authorities (Mayoral Elections) (England and Wales) Regulations 2007
5.—(1) The Local Authorities (Mayoral Elections) (England and Wales) Regulations 2007(23)
are amended as follows.
(2) In Schedule 1 (mayoral election rules)—
(a) inrule 32 (admission to polling stations), in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (b) insert—

“(ba) in England, persons aged 18 or over returning a postal ballot paper or postal
voting statement by hand in accordance with rule 47(5)(b);”;
(b) in rule 47 (the first count), in paragraph (4)—
(1) omit the “and” at the end of sub-paragraph (c);
(i1) after sub-paragraph (d) insert—

and

(e) in England, the postal ballot paper is not one that falls to be rejected in
accordance with regulation 79B, 79D, 82B or 82D of the Representation
of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001(24).”;

(c) in the Appendix of forms—
(1) in the list of forms—

(aa) in the entry for form 9 (official postal poll card), at the end insert “(for use
at mayoral elections in Wales)”;

(bb) after that entry insert—

“Form 9A: Official postal poll card (for use at mayoral elections in
England)”;

(22) S.I. 2004/294, amended by S.1. 2014/920; there are other amending instruments but none is relevant.
(23) S.I. 2007/1024; relevant amending instruments are S.I. 2014/370, 2022/1352.
(24) Regulations 79B, 79D, 82B and 82D are inserted by regulation 2 of these Regulations.
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(ce) in the entry for form 11 (official proxy postal poll card), at the end insert
“(for use at mayoral elections in Wales)”;

(dd) after that entry insert—
“Form 11ZA: Official proxy postal poll card (for use at mayoral elections
in England)”;

(i1) for form 7A (postal voting statement — mayoral elections in England) substitute the
corresponding form as set out in Part 1 of Schedule 3 to these Regulations;

(iii) after form 9 insert new form 9A as set out in Part 1 of Schedule 3 to these
Regulations;

(iv) after form 11 insert new form 11ZA as set out in Part 1 of Schedule 3 to these
Regulations.

(3) In Schedule 2 (modifications of Acts and statutory instruments), in Table 4 (Representation
of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001)—

(a) in the entry for regulation 65 (combination of polls), in the second column, for “After
paragraph (b)” substitute “In paragraph (1), after sub-paragraph (b)”;

(b) after that entry insert—

“Regulation 82A (postal voting documents In paragraph (1), in sub-paragraph (b), after
handed in to the returning officer) paragraph (i) insert—

“(ia) rule 47(5)(a) of the Mayoral Elections

29 9

rules.”.”.

(4) In Schedule 3 (mayoral election (combination of polls) rules)—
(a) inrule 32 (admission to polling station), in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (b) insert—

“(ba) in England, persons aged 18 or over returning a postal ballot paper or postal
voting statement by hand in accordance with rule 47(8)(b);”;
(b) in rule 47 (the first count), in paragraph (7)—
(i) omit the “and” at the end of sub-paragraph (c);
(ii) after sub-paragraph (d) insert—

and

(e) in England, the postal ballot paper is not one that falls to be rejected in
accordance with regulation 79B, 79D, 82B or 82D of the Representation
of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001.”;

(c) in the Appendix of forms—
(1) in the list of forms—

(aa) in the entry for form 9 (official postal poll card), at the end insert “(for use
at mayoral elections in Wales)”;

(bb) after that entry insert—

“Form 9A: Official postal poll card (for use at mayoral elections in
England)”;

(cc) in the entry for form 11 (official proxy postal poll card), at the end insert
“(for use at mayoral elections in Wales)”;

(dd) after that entry insert—

18



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

“Form 11ZA: Official proxy postal poll card (for use at mayoral elections
in England)”;

(i1) for form 7A(1) and 7A(2) (postal voting statements — mayoral elections in England)
substitute the corresponding forms as set out in Part 2 of Schedule 3 to these

Regulations;

(iii) after form 9 insert new form 9A as set out in Part 2 of Schedule 3 to these
Regulations;

(iv) after form 11 insert new form 11ZA as set out in Part 2 of Schedule 3 to these
Regulations.

The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (England) Regulations 2012
6.—(1) The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (England) Regulations 2012(25) are
amended as follows.
(2) In Schedule 3 (the Local Government Act referendums rules)—
(a) inrule 21 (admission to polling station), in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (b) insert—
“(ba) persons aged 18 or over returning a postal ballot paper or postal voting
statement by hand in accordance with rule 36(4)(b),”;
(b) in rule 36 (the count), in paragraph (3)—
(i) omit the “and” at the end of sub-paragraph (c);
(i1) after sub-paragraph (d) insert—

113

and

(e) the postal ballot paper is not one that falls to be rejected in accordance
with regulation 79B, 79D, 82B or 82D of the Representation of the
People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001.”;

(c) in Part 8 (appendix of forms), for the form of postal voting statement, the form of the
official postal poll card (to be sent to a voter voting by post) and the form of the official
proxy postal poll card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post) substitute the
corresponding forms set out in Part 1 of Schedule 4 to these Regulations.

(3) In Schedule 4 (application, with modifications, of Acts and subordinate legislation)—
(a) in Table 1 (Representation of the People Act 1983)—

(1) in the entry for section 66 (requirement of secrecy)(26), in the second column after
the modification already listed insert—

“In subsection (6A), in the definition of “relevant election” (in which all references to
“election” are modified to be construed as references to “referendum” by paragraph

1(2)(a) of this Schedule)—
(a) omit paragraph (a), and

(b) in paragraph (b) omit “under the local government Act”.”;

(i1) after the entry for section 112 insert the following entry—

(25) S.I.2012/323, amended by S.I. 2014/924; there are other amending instruments but none is relevant.

(26) Section 66 was amended by paragraph 3 of Schedule 3 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50), by paragraph 11
of Schedule 3 to the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (c. 29), by paragraphs 82, 86 and 96 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral
Administration Act 2006 (c. 22), by section 34(1)(b) of, and paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to, the Local Electoral Administration
and Registration Services (Scotland) Act 2006 (asp 14), by section 7(1) to (5) of the Elections Act 2022 (c. 37) and by S.S.1.
2012/31.
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“Section 112A (handling of postal voting In subsection (7)—
documents by political campaigners)
(a) omit paragraphs (a) to (d),

(b) in paragraph (g) for “any of paragraphs
(a) to (f)” substitute “paragraph (e) or (f)”,
and

(c) after paragraph (h) insert—

“(i) a person involved in the conduct or
management of a campaign conducted
with a view to promoting or procuring
a particular outcome in relation to the
question to be asked in the relevant
referendum.”.

In subsection (8), in the definition of
“relevant election” (in which all references
to “election” are modified to be construed
as references to “referendum” by paragraph
1(2)(a) of this Schedule))—

(a) omit paragraph (a), and

(b) in paragraph (b) for “local government

election” substitute “referendum”.”;

(b) in Table 6 (the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001)(27)—
(i) in the entry which begins “regulation 4(1)(b)”, for “K” substitute “K1”;
(ii) in the entry for regulation 61C after “statement” insert “or document”;
(iii) for the entry for regulation 79(3) to (5) substitute—

“Regulation 79(2A), (2B), (4) and (4A) In paragraph (4A) for “polling agents”
(alternative means of returning postal ballot substitute “polling observers (if any)”.
paper or postal voting statement)

Regulation 79A (requirements of return of
postal voting documents form)

Regulation 79B (rejection of postal voting
documents handed in at a polling station)

Regulation 79C (procedure for dealing with In paragraph (2) for “polling agents”
rejected postal voting documents handed in substitute “polling observers (if any)”.
at a polling station)

Regulation 79D (postal voting documents
left behind at a polling station)”;

(iv) after the entry for regulation 82 insert—

(27) Regulations 79(2A), (2B) and (4A), 79A, 79C, 82A and 82C and form K1 were inserted by these Regulations.
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“Regulation 82A (postal voting documents
handed in to the returning officer)

Regulation 82B (rejection of postal voting
documents handed in to the returning officer)

Regulation 82C (procedure for dealing with
rejected postal voting documents handed in
to the returning officer)

Regulation 82D (postal voting documents
left behind with the returning officer)

Regulation 82E (opening of delivered
or collected packets of postal voting

In paragraph (1), for the words from “in
accordance with” to the end substitute “in
accordance with rule 36(4)(a) of the Local
Government Act Referendums Rules or
rule 38(6)(a) of the Local Government Act
Referendums (Combination of Polls) Rules”.

documents)”;

(v) in the entry for regulation 87, in the first column after “ballot papers” insert “or
postal voting documents”;

(vi) in the entry for Schedule 3, Form K, for “Form K” substitute “Form K1”.

(4) In Schedule 5 (the Local Government Act referendums (combination of polls) rules)—

(@

(b)

©

(d)

in rule 17 (equipment of polling stations), in paragraph (10), for the voting instructions for
election of the mayor of London (which begins “#On the ballot paper”) substitute—

“#Vote for ONLY ONE candidate by putting a cross [X] in the box next to your choice.”;
in rule 23 (admission to polling station), in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (b) insert—

“(ba) persons aged 18 or over returning a postal ballot paper or postal voting

statement by hand in accordance with rule 38(6)(b);”;
in rule 38 (the count), in paragraph (5)—
(1) omit the “and” at the end of sub-paragraph (c);
(ii) after sub-paragraph (d) insert—

113

and

(e) the postal ballot paper is not one that falls to be rejected in accordance
with regulation 79B, 79D, 82B or 82D of the Representation of the
People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001.”;

in Part 8 (appendix of forms), for the form of postal voting statement (for use where there
is joint issue and receipt of postal ballot papers), the form of postal voting statement (for
use when a referendum poll is combined with another poll but the postal ballot papers are
not combined), the form of the official postal poll card (to be sent to a voter voting by
post) and the form of the official proxy postal poll card (to be sent to an appointed proxy
voting by post) substitute the corresponding forms set out in Part 2 of Schedule 4 to these
Regulations.
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The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council Tax Increases) (England)
Regulations 2012

7.—(1) The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council Tax Increases) (England)
Regulations 2012(28) are amended as follows.
(2) In Schedule 3 (the Local Government Finance Act referendums rules)—
(a) inrule 21 (admission to polling station), in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (b) insert—
“(ba) persons aged 18 or over returning a postal ballot paper or postal voting
statement by hand in accordance with rule 36(4)(b);”;
(b) in rule 36 (the count), in paragraph (3)—
(1) omit the “and” at the end of sub-paragraph (c);
(i1) after sub-paragraph (d) insert—

and

(e) the postal ballot paper is not one that falls to be rejected in accordance
with regulation 79B, 79D, 82B or 82D of the Representation of the
People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001.”;

(c) in Part 8 (appendix of forms), for the form of postal voting statement, the form of the
official postal poll card (to be sent to a voter voting by post) and the form of the official
proxy postal poll card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post) substitute the
corresponding forms set out in Part 1 of Schedule 5 to these Regulations.

(3) In Schedule 4 (application, with modifications, of Acts and subordinate legislation)—

(a) in Table 1 (Representation of the People Act 1983)—

(i) in the entry for section 66 (requirement of secrecy), in the second column after the
modification already listed insert—

“In subsection (6A), in the definition of “relevant election” (in which all references to
“election” are modified to be construed as references to “referendum” by paragraph

1(3)(a) of this Schedule)—
(a) omit paragraph (a), and

(b) in paragraph (b) omit “under the local government Act”.”;

(ii) after the entry for section 112 insert the following entry—

“Section 112A (handling of postal voting In subsection (7)—
documents by political campaigners)
(a) omit paragraphs (a) to (d),

(b) in paragraph (g) for “any of paragraphs
(a) to (f)” substitute “paragraph (e) or (f)”,
and

(c) after paragraph (h) insert—

“(i) a person involved in the conduct or
management of a campaign conducted
with a view to promoting or procuring
a particular outcome in relation to the

(28) S.I. 2012/444; relevant amending instruments are S.1. 2013/409, 2014/925.
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question to be asked in the relevant
referendum.”.

In subsection (8), in the definition of
“relevant election” (in which all references
to “election” are modified to be construed
as references to “referendum” by paragraph
1(3)(a) of this Schedule))—

(a) omit paragraph (a), and

(b) in paragraph (b) for “local government

election” substitute “referendum”.”;

(b) in Table 6 (the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001)—
(i) in the entry which begins regulation 4(1)(b), for “K” substitute “K1”;
(i1) in the entry for regulation 61C after “statement” insert “or document”;

(iii) for the entry for regulation 79(3) to (5) substitute—

“Regulation 79(2A), (2B), (4) and (4A) In paragraph (4A) for “polling agents”
(alternative means of returning postal ballot substitute “polling observers (if any)”.
paper or postal voting statement)

Regulation 79A (requirements of return of
postal voting documents form)

Regulation 79B (rejection of postal voting
documents handed in at a polling station)

Regulation 79C (procedure for dealing with In paragraph (2) for “polling agents”
rejected postal voting documents handed in substitute “polling observers (if any)”
at a polling station)

Regulation 79D (postal voting documents
left behind at a polling station)”;

(iv) after the entry for regulation 82 insert—

“Regulation 82A (postal voting documents In paragraph (1), for the words from “in

handed in to the returning officer) accordance with” to the end substitute “in
accordance with rule 36(4)(a) of the Local
Government Finance Act Referendums
Rules or rule 38(8)(a) of the Local
Government Finance Act (Combination of
Polls) Rules”.

Regulation 82B (rejection of postal voting
documents handed in to the returning officer)

Regulation 82C (procedure for dealing with
rejected postal voting documents handed in
to the returning officer)

Regulation 82D (postal voting documents
left behind with the returning officer)
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Regulation 82E (opening of delivered
or collected packets of postal voting
documents)”;

(v) in the entry for regulation 87, in the first column after “ballot papers” insert “or
postal voting documents”;

(vi) in the entry for Schedule 3, Form K, for “Form K” substitute “Form K1”.

(4) In Schedule 5 (the Local Government Finance Act referendums (combination of polls) rules)

(a) inrule 17 (equipment of polling stations), in paragraph (10), for the voting instructions for

election of the mayor of London (which begins “#On the ballot paper”) substitute—
“#Vote for ONLY ONE candidate by putting a cross [X] in the box next to your choice.”;

(b) in rule 23 (admission to polling station), in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (b) insert—

“(ba) persons aged 18 or over returning a postal ballot paper or postal voting
statement by hand in accordance with rule 38(8)(b);”;

(¢) in rule 38 (the count), in paragraph (7)—

(1) omit the “and” at the end of sub-paragraph (c);
(i1) after sub-paragraph (d) insert—

113

and

(e) the postal ballot paper is not one that falls to be rejected in accordance
with regulation 79B, 79D, 82B or 82D of the Representation of the
People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001.”;

(d) in Part 8 (appendix of forms), for the form of postal voting statement (for use where there

is joint issue and receipt of postal ballot papers), the form of postal voting statement (for
use when a referendum poll is combined with another poll but the postal ballot papers are
not combined), the form of the official postal poll card (to be sent to a voter voting by
post) and the form of the official proxy postal poll card (to be sent to an appointed proxy
voting by post) substitute the corresponding forms set out in Part 2 of Schedule 5 to these
Regulations.

The Police and Crime Commissioner Elections Order 2012

13133

8.—(1) The Police and Crime Commissioner Elections Order 2012(29) is amended as follows.
(2) In article 2 (interpretation), in paragraph (1), in the appropriate places insert—

““left behind postal voting document” is a postal voting document that is left behind at a polling
station or left for the returning officer without being handed in and for which no return of
postal voting documents form has been completed;”;

postal voting document” means a postal ballot paper, postal voting statement or other

document that has been issued to a person for the purpose of enabling the person to vote by
post at a PCC election;”;

13133

relevant officer” means—

(a) where a postal voting document is handed in at a polling station—

(1)  the person presiding at the polling station, or

(i) a clerk at the polling station;

(29) S.I. 2012/1917; relevant amending instruments are S.I. 2014/921, 2020/190, 2022/1354.
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(b) where a postal voting document is handed in to the local returning officer, a person acting
under the authority of that officer;”;

13133

return of postal voting documents form” has the meaning given in paragraph 43A of
Schedule 2;”.

(3) In article 22 (requirement of secrecy) after paragraph (5) insert—
“(5A) No person may—

(a) except for some purpose authorised by law, obtain or attempt to obtain
information, or communicate at any time to any other person any information, as
to the number or other unique identifying mark on the back of a ballot paper sent
to a person for voting by post at a PCC election;

(b) except for some purpose authorised by law, obtain or attempt to obtain
information, or communicate at any time to any other person any information,
as to the official mark on a ballot paper sent to a person for voting by post at a
PCC election;

(c) obtain or attempt to obtain information, in the circumstances mentioned in
paragraph (5B), as to the candidate for whom a person voting by post at a PCC
election (“V”) is about to vote or has voted;

(d) communicate at any time to any other person information obtained in
contravention of sub-paragraph (c).

(5B) The circumstances referred to in paragraph (5A)(c) are where V is about to mark,
is in the process of marking, or has just marked, a ballot paper sent to V for voting by post
at the election.

(5C) But—

(a) a person (“E”) who is voting by proxy does not contravene paragraph (5A)
by obtaining or attempting to obtain from the person appointed as E’s proxy
information as to a matter mentioned in sub-paragraph (a) or (c) of that paragraph
that relates to E’s vote, and

(b) a person who is appointed as proxy for an elector does not contravene
paragraph (5A) by communicating to that elector information as to a matter
mentioned in sub-paragraph (a) or (c) of that paragraph that relates to that elector’s
vote.

(5D) Paragraphs (5A)(c) and (d) do not apply where the purpose (or main purpose) for
which the information is sought or communicated is its use for the purposes of—

(a) apublished statement relating to the way in which voters intend to vote or have
voted at the PCC election, or

(b) apublished forecast as to the result of that election which is based on information
given by voters.

(5E) In paragraph (5D)—
(a) “forecast” includes estimate;

(b) “published” means made available to the public at large or to any section of the
public, in whatever form and by whatever means;

(c) the reference to the result of the PCC election is a reference to the result of the
election either as a whole or so far as any particular candidate or candidates at
the election is or are concerned.

(5F) A person voting as proxy for an elector at a PCC election—
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(a) must not communicate at any time to any person other than that elector any
information as to the candidate for whom the person is about to vote, or has voted,
as proxy for that elector;

(b) except for some purpose authorised by law, must not communicate at any time to
any person other than that elector the number or other unique identifying mark
on the back of a ballot paper sent or delivered to the person for voting as proxy
for that elector.”.

(4) In article 75 (persons reported personally guilty of corrupt and illegal practices), in
paragraph (2)(b)(1)—
(a) for “or 62B” substitute “, 62B or 112A”;
(b) for “paragraph 10” substitute “paragraph 9A or 10”.
(5) Inarticle 77 (incapacities on conviction of corrupt or illegal practice), in paragraph (2)(a)(i)—
(a) for “or 62B” substitute “, 62B or 112A”;
(b) for “paragraph 10” substitute “paragraph 9A or 10”.
(6) In Schedule 2 (absent voting at PCC elections)—

(a) after paragraph 9 (offences as to declarations or forms used for purposes of postal and
proxy vote applications) insert—

“Offence of handling postal voting documents by political campaigners

9A.—(1) A person who is a political campaigner in respect of a PCC election commits
an offence if the person handles a postal voting document that has been issued to another
person for use in that election.

(2) But a person who handles a postal voting document for use in a PCC election does
not commit the offence if—

(a) the person is responsible for, or assists with, the conduct of that election (for
example as a police area returning officer or a local returning officer or a person
working under the direction of such an officer),

(b) the person is engaged in the business of a postal operator, or

(c) the person is employed or engaged in a role the duties of which include the
handling of postal packets on behalf of members of an organisation or the
occupants of a communal building,

and the handling is consistent with the person’s duties in that capacity.
(3) Nor does a person commit the offence if the person—

(a) is the other person’s spouse, civil partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister,
child or grandchild, or

(b) provides regular care for, or is employed or engaged by an organisation which
provides care for, the other person.

(4) Itis a defence for a person charged with the offence to show that the person did not
dishonestly handle the postal voting document for the purpose of promoting a particular
outcome at a PCC election.

(5) Where sufficient evidence is adduced to raise an issue with respect to the defence
under sub-paragraph (4), the court must assume that the defence is satisfied unless the
prosecution proves beyond reasonable doubt that it is not.

(6) A person is guilty of a corrupt practice if the person—
(a) commits the offence under sub-paragraph (1), or
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(b) aids, abets, counsels or procures the commission of that offence.

(7) For the purposes of this paragraph a person is a political campaigner in respect of
a PCC election if any of the following applies—

(a) the person is a candidate at the election;
(b) the person is an election agent of a candidate at the election;
(c) the person is a sub-agent of a person within paragraph (b);

(d) the person is employed or engaged by a person who is a candidate at the election
for the purposes of that person’s activities as a candidate;

(e) the person is a member of a registered political party and carries on an activity
designed to promote a particular outcome at the election;

(f) the person is employed or engaged by a registered political party in connection
with the party’s political activities;

(g) thepersonis employed or engaged by a person within any of paragraphs (a) to (f)
to carry on an activity designed to promote a particular outcome at the election;

(h) the person is employed or engaged by a person within paragraph (g) to carry on
an activity designed to promote a particular outcome at the election.

(8) In this paragraph—

“postal operator” has the same meaning as in Part 3 of the Postal Services Act
2011(30);

“postal voting document” has the meaning given in article 2(1) but also includes an
envelope that has been issued to a person for the purpose of enabling the person to
vote by post at a PCC election.

(9) For the purposes of this paragraph, an envelope—
(a) thatisnota postal voting document within the meaning of sub-paragraph (8), but

(b) that contains a postal ballot paper or postal voting statement that has been issued
to a person for the purpose of enabling the person to vote by post at a PCC
election,

is to be treated as if it were a postal voting document that has been issued to the person
for use in the election.

(10) In this paragraph, any reference to a person who is “engaged” by another person,
or to a person who provides care for another person, includes a reference to a person who
is engaged or provides care otherwise than for payment or promise of payment.

(11) For the purposes of sub-paragraph (3)(a), two people living together as if they
were a married couple or civil partners are treated as if they were spouses or civil partners
of each other.”;

(b) in paragraph 29 (combination of polls)—

(i) in sub-paragraph (1), after “local referendum may,” insert “subject to sub-
paragraph (1A) and”;

(i1) after sub-paragraph (1) insert—

“(1A) Sub-paragraph (1) does not apply where the polls of a PCC election and
any of the following are taken together—

(a) alocal government election in Wales;

(30) 2011 c. 5. See section 27(3) to (5).
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(b) an election described in section 15(1)(d)(v) of the Representation of the
People Act 1985;

(c) a referendum in Wales described in section 15(3)(a)(v) or (vi) of the
Representation of the People Act 1985;”;

(ii1) omit sub-paragraph (3);

(c) in paragraph 34 (notification of requirement of secrecy), for “sub-paragraphs (5) and (7)”
substitute “paragraphs (6) and (8)”;

(d) in paragraph 43 (alternative means of returning postal ballot paper or postal voting
statement)—

(i) in sub-paragraph (3)—

(aa) for “sub-paragraph (4)” substitute “sub-paragraphs (3A) and (4)”;

(bb) after “that station” insert “and any return of postal voting documents form”;
(i1) after sub-paragraph (3) insert—

“(3A) A postal ballot paper or postal voting statement may only be delivered to
the local returning officer in accordance with sub-paragraph (3) if the requirements
of paragraph 43 A are met and the paper and statement are not rejected in accordance
with paragraph 43B or 43D.”;

(iii) in sub-paragraph (4), after “statement” insert “and any return of postal voting
documents form”;

(iv) for sub-paragraph (5) substitute—

“(5) Where the local returning officer collects, or causes to be collected, any
postal ballot paper or postal voting statement or return of postal voting documents
form in accordance with sub-paragraph (4), the presiding officer must first make up
into separate packets sealed with the presiding officer’s own seal and the seals of
such polling agents as are present and desire to affix their seals with a description
of its contents written on each packet—

(a) the postal ballot papers and postal voting statements; and

(b) the return of postal voting documents forms for those postal ballot papers
and postal voting statements.”;

(e) after paragraph 43 insert—

“Requirements of return of postal voting documents form

43A.—(1) The requirements of this paragraph are—

(a) the person handing in a postal voting document (“P”) completes a form
containing the following information (a “return of postal voting documents
form”)—

(1) P’s name and address,
(i1) whether P is handing in P’s own postal voting documents,

(iii) the number of other electors for whom P is handing in postal voting
documents,

(iv) the total number of envelopes containing postal ballot papers P is handing
in, including P’s own,

(v) the reason P is handing in postal voting documents for other electors,
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(vi) a declaration by P that P has not handed in postal voting documents at
any polling station or to the returning officer for a total of more than the
number of electors other than P set out in paragraph 43B(1)(c) or 46B(1)
(c), including those being handed in at that time and either—

(aa) that to the best of P’s knowledge, P is not a political campaigner
for whom it is an offence to handle the postal voting documents
concerned in accordance with paragraph 9A, or

(bb) that P is a political campaigner and is only handing in postal
voting documents for P and for P’s spouse, civil partner, parent,
grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild, or someone for
whom P provides regular care or for whom regular care is
provided by an organisation which employs or engages P, and

(b) the relevant officer has endorsed the return of postal voting documents form
returned by P to confirm the relevant officer’s name and that—

(1) the relevant officer is satisfied that the form has been completed properly
and provides the information required by sub-paragraph (a),

(i1) the relevant officer does not suspect that the number of electors other than
P for whom P is handing in postal voting documents exceeds the number
specified in paragraph 43B(1)(b) or (c), or in paragraph 46B(1)(b) or (c),

(iii) the relevant officer does not suspect that P is a political campaigner who
is committing an offence under paragraph 9A, and

(iv) the postal voting documents to which the form relates are not rejected.

(2) For the purposes of sub-paragraph (1)(a)(vi)(bb), two people living together as if
they were a married couple or civil partners are treated as if they were spouses or civil
partners of each other.

Rejection of postal voting documents handed in at a polling station

43B.—(1) A relevant officer must reject—

(a) all postal voting documents handed in by P where P fails to fully complete the
return of postal voting documents form with the required information;

(b) all postal voting documents handed in by P other than P’s own postal voting
documents where the relevant officer has reasonable cause to suspect that the
documents are handed in on behalf of more than five other electors;

(c) apostal voting document handed in by P or all postal voting documents handed
in together by P (other than P’s own postal voting documents) where the relevant
officer has reasonable cause to suspect that, taking that document or those
documents together with any postal voting documents handed in by P on any
previous occasion in respect of the same election, or in respect of an election
in England for which the day of poll is the same as the election to which the
documents relate (whether to a polling station or to the returning officer and
disregarding any that were rejected), P has handed in postal voting documents
on behalf of more than five other electors.

(2) Where P hands in one or more proxy postal ballot papers completed by P as proxy
for another elector, for “five” in sub-paragraph (1)(b) and (c), substitute the number that
is five minus the number of proxy postal ballot papers P hands in.
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(3) A relevant officer may reject a postal voting document handed in by P where the
relevant officer knows or has reasonable cause to suspect that, in handing in the document,
P is committing an offence under paragraph 9A.

Procedure for dealing with rejected postal voting documents handed in at a
polling station

43C.—(1) Where any postal voting document has been rejected in accordance with
paragraph 43B the relevant officer must indicate this, together with the reason or reasons
for the rejection and the relevant officer’s name, on the return of postal voting documents
form and attach the form to the postal voting documents concerned.

(2) The presiding officer must make up a packet (or packets) of the rejected postal
voting documents and the accompanying return of postal voting documents forms, sealed
with the presiding officer’s own seal and the seals of such polling agents as are present
and desire to affix their seals with a description of its contents written on each packet.

(3) Where a return of postal voting documents form relates to postal voting documents
which have not all been rejected, that form must be dealt with as if it related just to
the rejected postal voting documents, and the postal voting documents which have been
rejected must be noted on it.

(4) The presiding officer must deliver, or cause to be delivered, those packets in
the same manner and at the same time as the presiding officer delivers, or causes to be
delivered, the packets referred to in rule 47(1) of the PCC elections rules.

Postal voting documents left behind at a polling station

43D.—(1) Where a person leaves a left behind postal voting document at a polling
station, the relevant officer must reject that left behind postal voting document.

(2) The relevant officer must—

(a) write on a return of postal voting documents form to confirm that the postal
voting document is a left behind postal voting document,

(b) write the relevant officer’s name on that form, and
(c) attach that form to the left behind postal voting document.

(3) Left behind postal voting documents and the attached return of postal voting
documents forms must be included in the packet of rejected postal voting documents and
forms made up in accordance with paragraph 43C(2).”;

in paragraph 46 (receipt of covering envelope), in paragraph (1) for “(whether by hand or
by post)” substitute “by post”;

after paragraph 46 insert—

“Postal voting documents handed in to the returning officer

46A.—(1) Subject to sub-paragraphs (2) and (3), the relevant officer must deliver to
the local returning officer—

(a) any postal voting document handed in under paragraph 43(2) before the close
of the poll, and

(b) the return of postal voting documents form completed in respect of it.

(2) A postal voting document may only be delivered to the local returning officer in
accordance with sub-paragraph (1) if the requirements of regulation 43A are met and the
paper and statement are not rejected in accordance with regulation 46B or 46D.
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(3) Before delivering them to the local returning officer in accordance with sub-
paragraph (1), the relevant officer must first make up into separate packets with a
description of its contents written on each packet which is then sealed up—

(a) the postal voting documents;

(b) the return of postal voting documents forms for those postal voting documents.

Rejection of postal voting documents handed in to the returning officer

46B.—(1) The relevant officer must reject—

(a) all postal voting documents handed in by P in accordance with paragraph 43(2)
where P fails to fully complete the return of postal voting documents form with
the required information;

(b) all postal voting documents handed in by P in accordance with paragraph 43(2)
other than P’s own postal voting documents where the relevant officer has
reasonable cause to suspect that the documents are handed in on behalf of more
than five other electors;

(c) apostal voting document handed in by P or all postal voting documents handed
in together by P in accordance with paragraph 43(2) (other than P’s own postal
voting documents) where the relevant officer has reasonable cause to suspect
that, taking that document or those documents together with any postal voting
documents handed in by P on any previous occasion in respect of the same
election or in respect of an election in England for which the day of poll is the
same as the election to which the documents relate (whether to a polling station
or to the returning officer and disregarding any that were rejected), P has handed
in postal voting documents on behalf of more than five other electors.

(2) Where P hands in one or more proxy postal ballot papers completed by P as proxy
for another elector, for “five” in sub-paragraphs (1)(b) and (c), substitute the number that
is five minus the number of proxy postal ballot papers P hands in.

(3) The relevant officer may reject a postal voting document handed in by P where the
relevant officer knows or has reasonable cause to suspect that, in handing in the document,
P is committing an offence under paragraph 9A.

Procedure for dealing with rejected postal voting documents handed in to the
returning officer

46C.—(1) Where any postal voting document has been rejected in accordance with
regulation 46B the relevant officer must indicate this, together with the reason or reasons
for the rejection and the relevant officer’s name, on the return of postal voting documents
form and attach the form to the postal voting documents concerned.

(2) The relevant officer must make up a packet (or packets) of the rejected postal voting
documents and the accompanying return of postal voting documents forms which must be
sealed up with a description of its contents written on each packet.

(3) Where a return of postal voting documents form relates to postal voting documents
which have not all been rejected, that form must be dealt with as if it related just to rejected
postal voting documents, and the postal voting documents which have been rejected must
be noted on it.

(4) The relevant officer must deliver those packets to the local returning officer before
the close of the poll.
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Postal voting documents left behind with the returning officer

46D.—(1) Where a person leaves a left behind postal voting document with the relevant
officer in accordance with paragraph 43(2), the relevant officer must reject that left behind
postal voting document.

(2) The relevant officer must—

(a) write on a return of postal voting documents form to confirm that the postal
voting document is a left behind postal voting document,

(b) write the relevant officer’s name on that form, and
(c) attach that form to the left behind postal voting document.

(3) Left behind postal voting documents and the attached return of postal voting
documents forms must be included in the packet of rejected postal voting documents and
forms made up in accordance with regulation 46C(2).

Opening of delivered or collected packets of postal voting documents

46E.—(1) Sub-paragraph (2) applies to the packets of postal voting documents
delivered to or collected by the local returning officer in accordance with paragraph 43(3)
or (4) or 46A(1).

(2) Paragraphs 33(2), 44, 45(6), 47(1) and 48 apply to a packet to which this sub-
paragraph applies as if that packet were a postal voters’ ballot box.”;

(h) in paragraph 55 (lists of rejected postal ballot papers)

(i) in the heading and in sub-paragraph (1), after “papers” insert “or other postal voting
documents™;

(i1) after sub-paragraph (5) insert—

“(6) In the fourth list, the officer must, subject to sub-paragraph (9), record in
relation to any elector whose postal voting documents were rejected in accordance
with paragraph 43B or 46B or were left behind postal voting documents—

(a) the elector’s name and address (and the name and address of the proxy if
the elector has a proxy),

(b) the elector’s number on the register of electors (and that of the proxy if
the elector has a proxy),

(c) the specified reason or reasons for the rejection of the postal voting
documents,

(d) an indication as to whether the postal voting documents included a postal
ballot paper the number of which matched the postal ballot paper number
marked on the postal voting statement, and

(e) any other information relating to the rejection that the officer considers
appropriate, but not the postal ballot paper number.

(7) The specified reasons that may be given under sub-paragraph (6)(c) for the
rejection of the postal voting document are—

(a) the postal voting documents were handed in at a polling station or to the
returning officer but the return of postal voting documents form was not
fully completed with the required information;
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(b) the postal voting documents were handed in at a polling station or to the
returning officer but the number of postal voting documents handed in
exceeded or was suspected to exceed the permitted number;

(c) the postal voting documents were handed in by a political campaigner who
was not permitted to hand in those postal voting documents;

(d) the postal voting documents were left behind postal voting documents.

(8) In compiling the fourth list the returning officer must open separately each
covering envelope (including an envelope described in paragraph 46(2)) and each
ballot paper envelope.

(9) The obligation in sub-paragraph (6) does not apply where an elector’s rejected
postal voting documents do not include a postal voting statement.”;
(1) in paragraph 57 (sealing of packets), in sub-paragraph (1)—
(i) omit the “and” at the end of paragraph (e);
(i1) after paragraph (f) insert—

and

(g) thepackets of rejected postal voting documents and accompanying return
ofpostal voting documents forms made up in accordance with paragraphs
43C(2) and 46C(2),”;

(j) in paragraph 59 (forwarding of documents)—
(i) in sub-paragraph (1)(a) after “42A(2),” insert “43(5)(b), 46A(3)(b),”;
(i1) in sub-paragraph (1)(c)—
(aa) for “list” substitute “lists”;
(bb) after “55(4)” insert “and (6)”;
(iii) in sub-paragraph (4) after “55(4)” insert “and (6)”;
(k) in paragraph 59A (notification of a rejected postal voting statement)—
(i) in the heading for “statement” substitute “document”;

(ii) in sub-paragraph (1) after “55(4)” insert “, or on the list compiled under paragraph
55(6) with an indication in accordance with paragraph 55(6)(d) that a postal ballot
paper was included in rejected postal voting documents,”;

(ii1) in sub-paragraph (1)(a)—
(aa) the words from “the local returning officer” to the end becomes sub-
paragraph (i);
(bb) after that sub-paragraph (i) insert—

“(i1) the postal ballot paper was handed in at a polling station and the
relevant officer—

(aa) was not satisfied that the return of postal voting documents
form had been completed properly and provided the
required information,

(bb) suspected that the person handing it in had handed in postal
ballot papers on behalf of more than the permitted number
of electors, or

(cc) suspected that the person handing it in was a political
campaigner who was committing an offence under
paragraph 9A;
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(iii) the postal ballot paper was a left behind postal voting document;”;
(iv) in sub-paragraph (1)(c)—
(aa) the words from “in paragraph 55(5)” to the end become sub-paragraph (i);
(bb) after that sub-paragraph (i) insert—
“(i1) paragraph 55(7) applied to the absent voter’s postal ballot paper.”;

(v) in sub-paragraph (2)(b) at the end insert “except where that offence is committed by
a political campaigner under paragraph 9A”;

() in paragraph 60 (forms), for form 2 (postal voting statement where PCC election taken
alone), form 4 (postal voting statement where polls are combined but proceedings on
issue and receipt of postal ballot papers are not combined) and form 5 (statement of the
number of postal ballot papers issued) substitute the corresponding forms set out in Part
1 of Schedule 6 to these Regulations.

(7) In Schedule 3 (rules for the conduct of PCC elections where poll not taken together with poll
at another election)—

(a) inrule 32 (notification of requirement of secrecy), in paragraph (1)—
(i) in sub-paragraph (a) for “(4) and (7)” substitute “(5) and (8)”;
(i1) in sub-paragraph (b) for “22(2), (3) and (7)” substitute “22(3), (4) and (8)”;
(b) inrule 34 (admission to polling stations), in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (b) insert—

“(ba) persons aged 18 or over returning a postal ballot paper or postal voting
statement by hand in accordance with paragraph 43(1) of Schedule 27;
(c) in rule 49 (procedure of verification at ballot paper accounts), in paragraph (2)—
(1) omit the “and” at the end of sub-paragraph (c);
(i1) after sub-paragraph (d) insert—

and

(e) the postal ballot paper is not one that falls to be rejected in accordance
with paragraph 43B, 43D, 46B or 46D of Schedule 2.”;

(d) in rule 70 (forms), for form 12 (official postal poll card) and form 14 (official postal
proxy poll card) substitute the corresponding forms set out in Part 2 of Schedule 6 to these
Regulations.

(8) In Schedule 4 (combination of polls), in paragraph 27 (notification of requirement of secrecy),
in the wording substituted for rule 32 by that paragraph—

(a) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in sub-paragraph (a) for “(4) and (7)” substitute “(5) and (8)”;

(i1) in sub-paragraph (b) for “22(2), (3) and (7)” substitute “22(3), (4) and (8)”;
(b) in paragraph (2) for “22(2) and (7)” substitute “22(3) and (8)”.

(9) In the table in Part 1 of Schedule 9 (application to PCC elections of existing provisions
about legal proceedings), in the modifications to section 168 of the Representation of the People
Act 1983(31)—

(a) after “60 or 62A” insert “or 112A”;
(b) for “paragraph 10 substitute “paragraph 9A or 10”.

(31) Section 168 was amended by paragraph 8 of Schedule 3 and paragraph 57 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People
Act 1985 (c. 50), paragraph 121 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22), by paragraph 11 of Schedule 2
to the Local Electoral Administration and Registration Services (Scotland) Act 2006 (asp 14) and by section 4(4) of the
Elections Act 2022 (c. 37).
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(10) In Schedule 10 (access to marked registers and other documents open to public inspection
after an election), in paragraph 3 (inspection of documents open to inspection), in sub-paragraph (1)

(b)—
(a) in sub-paragraph (iv) after “55(4)” insert “or (6)”;
(b) after sub-paragraph (iv) insert—

“(v) return of postal voting documents forms.”.

The Neighbourhood Planning (Referendums) Regulations 2012

9.—(1) The Neighbourhood Planning (Referendums) Regulations 2012(32) are amended as
follows.
(2) In Schedule 3 (the neighbourhood planning referendums rules)—
(a) inrule 22 (admission to polling station), in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (b) insert—
“(ba) persons aged 18 or over returning a postal ballot paper or postal voting
statement by hand in accordance with rule 37(4)(b);”;
(b) in rule 37 (the count), in paragraph (3)—
(i) omit the “and” at the end of sub-paragraph (c);
(i1) after sub-paragraph (d) insert—

and

(e) the postal ballot paper is not one that falls to be rejected in accordance
with regulation 79B, 79D, 82B or 82D of the Representation of the
People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001.”;

(c) in Part 8 (appendix of forms), for form 6 (postal voting statement), form 8 (official postal
poll card) and form 10 (official proxy postal poll card) substitute the corresponding forms
set out in Part 1 of Schedule 7 to these Regulations.

(3) In Schedule 4 (application, with modification, of other Acts and subordinate legislation)—
(a) in Table 1 (Representation of the People Act 1983)—
(1) in the entry for section 66 (requirement of secrecy), in the second column after the

modification already listed insert—

“In subsection (6A), in the definition of “relevant election” (in which all references
to “election” are modified to be construed as references to “referendum” by
regulation 8(4)(a))—

(a) omit paragraph (a), and

(b) in paragraph (b) omit “under the local government Act”.”;

(i1) after the entry for section 112 (providing money for illegal purposes) insert the
following entry—

“Section 112A (handling of postal voting In subsection (7)—
documents by political campaigners)
(a) omit paragraphs (a) to (d),

(b) in paragraph (g) for “any of paragraphs
(a) to (f)” substitute “paragraph (e) or (f)”,
and

(32) S.I.2012/2031; relevant amending instruments are S.I. 2013/798, 2014/333, 2018/1310.
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(c) after paragraph (h) insert—

“(1) a person involved in the conduct or
management of a campaign conducted
with a view to promoting or procuring
a particular outcome in relation to the
question to be asked in the relevant
referendum.”.

In subsection (8), in the definition

of “relevant election” (in which all
references to “election” are modified to be
construed as references to “referendum” by
regulation 8(4)(a))—

(a) omit paragraph (a), and

(b) in paragraph (b) for “local government

election” substitute “referendum”.”;

(b) in Table 6 (the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001)—
(i) in the entry which begins regulation 4(1)(b), for “K” substitute “K1”;
(i1) in the entry for regulation 61C after “statement” insert “or document”;
(iii) for the entry for regulation 79(3) to (5) substitute—

“Regulation 79(2A), (2B), (4) and (4A) In paragraph (4A) for “polling agents”
(alternative means of returning postal ballot substitute “polling observers (if any)”.

paper or postal voting statement)

Regulation 79A (requirements of return of

postal voting documents form)

Regulation 79B (rejection of postal voting

documents handed in at a polling station)

After paragraph (4A) insert—

“(4B) For the purpose of paragraph (4A), in
relation to a referendum under Schedule 4B
to the Town and Country Planning Act
1990, “polling observer” has the meaning
given in regulation 2 of the Neighbourhood
Planning (Referendums) Regulations 2012”.

Regulation 79C (procedure for dealing with In paragraph (2) for “polling agents”
rejected postal voting documents handed in substitute “polling observers (if any)”.

at a polling station)
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given in regulation 2 of the Neighbourhood
Planning (Referendums) Regulations
2012.”.

Regulation 79D (postal voting documents
left behind at a polling station)”;

(iv) after the entry for regulation 82 insert—

3

“Regulation 82A (postal voting documents In paragraph (1), for the words from “in

handed in to the returning officer) accordance with” to the end substitute
“in accordance with rule 37(4)(a) of
the Neighbourhood Planning Referendums
Rules or rule 37(6)(a) of the Neighbourhood
Planning Referendums (Combination of
Polls) Rules”.

Regulation 82B (rejection of postal voting
documents handed in to the returning officer)

Regulation 82C (procedure for dealing with
rejected postal voting documents handed in
to the returning officer)

Regulation 82D (postal voting documents
left behind with the returning officer)

Regulation 82E (opening of delivered
or collected packets of postal voting
documents)”;

(v) in the entry for regulation 87, in the first column after “ballot papers” insert “or
postal voting documents”;

(vi) in the entry for Schedule 3, Form K, for “Form K” substitute “Form K1”.
(4) In Schedule 5 (the neighbourhood planning referendums (combination of polls) rules)—

(a) inrule 18 (equipment of polling stations), in paragraph (10), for the voting instructions for
election of the mayor of London (which begins “#On the ballot paper”) substitute—

“#Vote for ONLY ONE candidate by putting a cross [X] in the box next to your choice.”;
(b) in rule 22 (admission to polling station) in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (b) insert—
“(ba) persons aged 18 or over returning a postal ballot paper or postal voting
statement by hand in accordance with rule 37(6)(b);”;
(c) inrule 37 (the count), in paragraph (5)—
(1) omit the “and” at the end of sub-paragraph (c);
(i1) after sub-paragraph (d) insert—

and

(e) the postal ballot paper is not one that falls to be rejected in accordance
with regulation 79B, 79D, 82B or 82D of the Representation of the
People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001.”;

(d) in Part 8 (appendix of forms), for form 6 (postal voting statement for use where there is
joint issue and receipt of postal ballot papers), form 7 (postal voting statement for use
where a referendum poll is combined with another poll but the postal ballot papers are
not combined), form 9 (official postal poll card to be sent to a voter voting by post) and
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form 11 (official proxy postal poll card to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post)
substitute the corresponding forms set out in Part 2 of Schedule 7 to the Regulations.

(5) In Schedule 7 (the neighbourhood planning business referendums rules)—
(a) inrule 2 (interpretation), in paragraph (1), in the appropriate places, insert—

““left behind postal voting document” is a postal voting document that is left behind
at a polling station or left for the returning officer without being handed in and for
which no return of postal voting documents form has been completed;”;

13133

postal voting document” means a postal ballot paper, postal voting statement or
other document that has been issued to a person for the purpose of enabling the
person to vote by post in a business referendum;”;

““relevant officer” means—

(a) where a postal voting document is handed in at a polling station—
(1)  the person presiding at the polling station, or

(i) a clerk at the polling station;

(b) where a postal voting document is handed into the counting officer, a person
acting under the authority of that officer;”;
““return of postal voting documents form” has the meaning given in rule 27A;”;
(b) inrule 27 (alternative means of returning postal ballot paper or postal voting statement)—
(i) in paragraph (3)—
(aa) for “paragraph (4)” substitute “paragraphs (3A) and (4)”;
(bb) after “that station” insert “and any return of postal voting documents form”;
(i) after paragraph (3) insert—

“(3A) A postal ballot paper or postal voting statement may only be delivered
to the counting officer in accordance with paragraph (3) if the requirements of rule
27A are met and the paper and statement are not rejected in accordance with rule
27B or 27D.”;

(iii) in paragraph (4), after “statement” insert “and any return of postal voting documents
form”;

(iv) for paragraph (5) substitute—

“(5) Where the counting officer collects, or causes to be collected, any postal
ballot paper or postal voting statement or return of postal voting documents form in
accordance with paragraph (4) the presiding officer must first make up into separate
packets sealed with the presiding officer’s own seal and the seals of such polling
observers as are present and desire to affix their seals with a description of its
contents written on each packet—

(a) the postal ballot papers and postal voting statements; and

(b) the return of postal voting documents forms for those postal ballot papers
and postal voting statements.”;

(c) after rule 27 insert—

“Requirements of return of postal voting documents form

27A. The requirements of this rule are—

38



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

(a) the person handing in a postal voting document (“P”) completes a form
containing the following information (a “return of postal voting documents
form”)—

(1) P’s name and address,
(i1) whether P is handing in P’s own postal voting documents,

(iii) the number of other named voters for whom P is handing in postal voting
documents,

(iv) the total number of envelopes containing postal ballot papers P is handing
in, including P’s own,

(v) the reason P is handing in postal voting documents for other named voters,

(vi) a declaration by P that P has not handed in postal voting documents at
any polling station or to the counting officer for a total of more than
the number of named voters other than P set out in rule 27B(1)(c) or
30B(1)(c), including those being handed in at that time and that to the
best of P’s knowledge, P is not a political campaigner for whom it is an
offence to handle the postal voting documents concerned in accordance
with section 112A of the 1983 Act;

(b) the relevant officer has endorsed the return of postal voting documents form
returned by P to confirm the relevant officer’s name and that—

(i) the relevant officer is satisfied that the form has been completed properly
and provides the information required by paragraph (a),

(i1) the relevant officer does not suspect that the number of named voters other
than P for whom P is handing in postal voting documents exceeds the
number of named voters specified in rule 27B(1)(b) or (¢), or rule 30B(1)
(b) or (¢),

(ii1) the relevant officer does not suspect that P is a political campaigner who
is committing an offence under section 112A of the 1983 Act, and

(iv) the postal voting documents to which the form relates are not rejected.

Rejection of postal voting documents handed in at a polling station

27B.—(1) A relevant officer must reject—

(a) all postal voting documents handed in by P where P fails to fully complete the
return of postal voting documents form with the required information;

(b) all postal voting documents handed in by P other than P’s own postal voting
documents where the relevant officer has reasonable cause to suspect that the
documents are handed in on behalf of more than five other named voters; and

(c) apostal voting document handed in by P or all postal voting documents handed
in together by P (other than P’s own postal voting documents) where the relevant
officer has reasonable cause to suspect that, taking that document or those
documents together with any postal voting documents handed in by P on any
previous occasion in respect of the same referendum, or in respect of an election
or referendum for which the day of poll is the same as the referendum to which
the documents relate (whether at a polling station or to the counting officer and
disregarding any that were rejected), P has handed in postal voting documents
on behalf of more than five other named voters.
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(d)

(e)

(2) Where P hands in one or more proxy postal ballot papers completed by P as proxy
for another named voter, for “five” in paragraphs (1)(b) and (c), substitute the number that
is five minus the number of proxy postal ballot papers P hands in.

(3) A relevant officer may reject a postal voting document handed in by P where the
relevant officer knows or has reasonable cause to suspect that, in handing in the document,
P is committing an offence under section 112A of the 1983 Act.

Procedure for dealing with rejected postal voting documents handed in at a
polling station

27C.—(1) Where any postal voting document has been rejected in accordance with
rule 27B the relevant officer must indicate this, together with the reason or reasons for the
rejection and the relevant officer’s name, on the return of postal voting documents form
and attach the form to the postal voting documents concerned.

(2) The presiding officer must make up a packet (or packets) of the rejected postal
voting documents and the accompanying return of postal voting documents forms, sealed
with the presiding officer’s own seal and the seals of such polling observers as are present
and desire to affix their seals with a description of its contents written on each packet.

(3) Where a return of postal voting documents form relates to postal voting documents
which have not all been rejected, that form must be dealt with as if it related just to rejected
postal voting documents, and the postal voting documents which have been rejected must
be noted on it.

(4) The presiding officer must deliver, or cause to be delivered, to the counting officer,
those packets in the same manner and at the same time as the presiding officer delivers,
or causes to be delivered, to the counting officer, the packets referred to in rule 62.

Postal voting documents left behind at a polling station

27D.—(1) Where a person leaves a left behind postal voting document at a polling
station, the relevant officer must reject that left behind postal voting document.

(2) The relevant officer must—

(a) write on a return of postal voting documents form to confirm that the postal
voting document is a left behind postal voting document,

(b) write the relevant officer’s name on that form, and
(c) attach that form to the left behind postal voting document.

(3) Left behind postal voting documents and the attached return of postal voting
documents forms must be included in the packet of rejected postal voting documents and
forms made up in accordance with rule 27C(2).”;

in rule 30 (receipt of covering envelope) for “(whether by hand or by post)” substitute
“by post”;

after rule 30 insert—

“Postal voting documents handed in to the counting officer
30A.—(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), the relevant officer must deliver to the
counting officer—

(a) any postal voting document handed in under rule 64(4)(a) before the close of
the poll, and

(b) the return of postal voting documents form completed in respect of it.
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(2) A postal voting document may only be delivered to the counting officer in
accordance with paragraph (1) if the requirements of rule 27A are met and the document
is not rejected in accordance with rule 30B or 30D.

(3) Before delivering them to the counting officer in accordance with paragraph (1), the
relevant officer must first make up into separate packets with a description of its contents
written on each packet which is then sealed up—

(a) the postal voting documents;

(b) the return of postal voting documents forms for those postal voting documents.

Rejection of postal voting documents handed in to the counting officer

30B.—(1) The relevant officer must reject—

(a) all postal voting documents handed in by P where P fails to fully complete the
return of postal voting documents form with the required information;

(b) all postal voting documents handed in by P other than P’s own postal voting
documents where the relevant officer has reasonable cause to suspect that the
documents are handed in on behalf of more than five other named voters;

(c) apostal voting document handed in by P or all postal voting documents handed
in together by P (other than P’s own postal voting documents) where the relevant
officer has reasonable cause to suspect that, taking that document or those
documents together with any postal voting documents handed in by P on any
previous occasion in respect of the same business referendum, or in respect of an
election or referendum for which the day of poll is the same as the referendum
to which the documents relate (whether to a polling station or to the counting
officer and disregarding any that were rejected), P has handed in postal voting
documents on behalf of more than five other named voters.

(2) Where P hands in one or more proxy postal ballot papers completed by P as proxy
for another named voter, for “five” in paragraphs (1)(b) and (c), substitute the number that
is five minus the number of proxy postal ballot papers P hands in.

(3) The relevant officer may reject a postal voting document handed in by P where the
relevant officer knows or has reasonable cause to suspect that, in handing in the document,
P is committing an offence under section 112A of the 1983 Act.

Procedure for dealing with rejected postal voting documents handed in to the
counting officer

30C.—(1) Where any postal voting document has been rejected in accordance with
rule 30B the relevant officer must indicate this, together with the reason or reasons for the
rejection and the relevant officer’s name, on the return of postal voting documents form
and attach the form to the postal voting documents concerned.

(2) The relevant officer must make up a packet (or packets) of the rejected postal voting
documents and the accompanying return of postal voting documents forms which must be
sealed up with a description of its contents written on each packet.

(3) Where a return of postal voting documents form relates to postal voting documents
which have not all been rejected, that form must be dealt with as if it related just to rejected
postal voting documents, and the postal voting documents which have been rejected must
be noted on it.

(4) The relevant officer must deliver those packets to the counting officer before the
close of the poll.
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Postal voting documents left behind with the counting officer

30D.—(1) This rule applies to a postal voting document to which rule 64(4)(a) applies
and which is a left behind postal voting document.

(2) The relevant officer must—
(a) reject the left behind postal voting document,

(b) write on a return of postal voting documents form to confirm that the postal
voting document is a left behind postal voting document,

(c) write the relevant officer’s name on that form, and
(d) attach that form to the left behind postal voting document.

(3) Left behind postal voting documents and the attached return of postal voting
documents forms must be included in the packet of rejected postal voting documents and
forms made up in accordance with regulation 30C(2).

Opening of delivered or collected packets of postal voting documents

30E.—(1) Paragraph (2) applies to the packets of postal voting documents delivered
to or collected by the returning officer in accordance with rule 27(3) or (4) or 30A(1).

(2) Rules 28, 29(6), 31(1) and 32 apply to a packet to which this paragraph applies as
if that packet were a postal voters’ ballot box.”;

(f) inrule 41 (sealing of receptacles), in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (f) insert—

“(g) the packets of rejected postal voting documents and accompanying return
of postal voting documents forms made up in accordance with rules 27C(2) and
30C(2),”;

(g) inrule 42 (forwarding of documents), in paragraph (1)(a) after “26(8),” insert “27(5)(b),
30A(3)(b),™;

(h) in rule 49 (admission to polling station) in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (b) insert—

“(ba) persons aged 18 or over returning a postal ballot paper or postal voting
statement by hand in accordance with rule 64(4)(b);”;
(1) in rule 64 (the count), in paragraph (3)—
(1) omit the “and” at the end of sub-paragraph (c);
(i1) after sub-paragraph (d) insert—

and

(e) the postal ballot paper is not one that falls to be rejected in accordance
with rule 27B, 27D, 30B or 30D.”;

() in Part 10 (appendix of forms), for form 4 (form of business referendum postal voting
statement) substitute the corresponding form set out in Part 3 of Schedule 7 to these
Regulations.

n Schedule 8, in Table epresentation of the People Act —
(6) In Schedule 8, in Table 1 (R ion of the People Act 1983
a) 1n the entry for section requirement of secrecy)—
(a) inth fi ion 66 ( i f )
(1) in the first column after “except” insert “(5),”; and
(i1) in the second column—
(aa) in the first line, for “(4)” substitute “(4B)”;
(bb) after substituted subsection (3) insert—
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“(3A) No person may—

(a) except for some purpose authorised by law, obtain or attempt
to obtain information, or communicate at any time to any
other person any information, as to the number or other unique
identifying mark on the back of a ballot paper sent to a named
voter for voting by post at a business referendum,;

(b) except for some purpose authorised by law, obtain or attempt
to obtain information, or communicate at any time to any other
person any information, as to the official mark on a ballot paper
sent to a named voter for voting by post at a business referendum;

(c) obtain or attempt to obtain information, in the circumstances
mentioned in subsection (3B), as to the answer for which a named
voter voting by post at a business referendum (“V”) is about to
vote or has voted;

(d) communicate at any time to any other person information
obtained in contravention of paragraph (c).

(3B) The circumstances referred to in subsection (3A)(c) are where V
is about to mark, is in the process of marking, or has just marked, a ballot
paper sent to V for voting by post at the business referendum.

(3C) But—

(a) a business vote holder who has named another individual as
voting on their behalf does not contravene subsection (3A)
by obtaining or attempting to obtain from the named voter
information as to a matter mentioned in paragraphs (a) or (c) of
that subsection that relates to the business vote holder’s vote, and

(b) a named voter who has been named as voting on behalf of a
business vote holder does not contravene subsection (3A) by
communicating to that business vote holder information as to a
matter mentioned in paragraphs (a) or (c¢) of that subsection that
relates to that business vote holder’s vote.

(3D) Subsections (3A)(c) and (d) do not apply where the purpose (or
main purpose) for which the information is sought or communicated is its
use for the purposes of—

(a) a published statement relating to the way in which voters intend
to vote or have voted at the business referendum, or

(b) a published forecast as to the result of that referendum which is
based on information given by voters.

(3E) In subsection (3D)—
(a) “forecast” includes estimate;

(b) “published” means made available to the public at large or to any
section of the public, in whatever form and by whatever means;

(c) the reference to the result of the business referendum is a
reference to the result of the referendum as a whole or so far as
any particular answer of the referendum is concerned.

(3F) A named voter who has been named as voting on behalf of a
business vote holder at a business referendum—
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(a) must not communicate at any time to any person other than that
business vote holder any information as to the answer for which
the named voter is about to vote, or has voted, on behalf of the
business vote holder;

(b) except for some purpose authorised by law, must not
communicate at any time to any person other than that business
vote holder the number or other unique identifying mark on the
back of a ballot paper sent or delivered to the named voter for
voting on behalf of the business vote holder.”;

(cc) after substituted subsection (4) insert—

“(4A) No person having undertaken to assist a relevant named voter to
vote at a business referendum may communicate at any time to any person
except that voter any information as to—

(a) the answer for which the relevant named voter intends to vote or
has voted, or

(b) the number or other unique identifying mark on the back of the
ballot paper given for the use of the relevant named voter.

(4B) In subsection (4A) “relevant named voter” means a named voter
who is blind, has another disability, or is unable to read.”;

(dd) after the substituted text, insert—
“In subsection (6A), in the definition of “relevant election” (in which

all references to “election” are modified to be construed as references to

“business referendum” by regulation 17(6)(a))—
(a) omit paragraph (a), and

(b) in paragraph (b) omit “under the local government Act”.”;

(b) after the entry for section 112 (providing money for illegal purposes) insert—

“Section 112A (handling of postal voting In subsection (7)—
documents by political campaigners)
(a) omit paragraphs (a) to (d),

(b) in paragraph (g) for “any of paragraphs (a)
to (f)” substitute “paragraph (e) or (f)”, and

(c) after paragraph (h) insert—

“(i) a person involved in the conduct or
management of a campaign conducted with

a view to promoting or procuring a particular
outcome in relation to the question to be asked
in the relevant business referendum.”.

In subsection (8), in the definition of “relevant
election” (in which all references to “election”
are modified to be construed as references to

“business referendum” by regulation 17(6)(a))
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(a) omit paragraph (a), and

(b) in paragraph (b) for “local government

election” substitute “business referendum”.

The Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016

10.—(1) The Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016(33) are amended as
follows.

(2) Inregulation 2 (application)—
(a) in paragraph (2)—
(i) after sub-paragraph (m) insert—
“(ma) regulation 99B (rejection of postal petition documents handed in at
a petition signing place);
(mb) regulation 99C (procedure for dealing with rejected postal petition
documents handed in at a petition signing place);
(mc) regulation 99D (postal petition documents left behind at a petition
signing place);”;
(i1) in sub-paragraphs (p) and (q), for “signing sheets” substituted “petition documents”;
(ii1) in sub-paragraph (r), for “statement” substitute “document”;
(b) in paragraph (5), after sub-paragraph (m) insert—
“(ma) regulation 110A (list of rejected postal petition documents: Northern Ireland);
(mb) regulation 115A (notification of a rejected postal petition document: Northern
Ireland).”.
(3) Inregulation 3 (interpretation), in paragraph (1), in the appropriate places, insert—

““left behind postal petition document” is a postal petition document that is left behind at a
signing place or left for the petition officer without being handed in and for which no return
of postal petition documents form has been completed;”;

13133

postal petition document” means a postal signing sheet, postal petition statement, declaration
of identity or other document that has been issued to a person for the purpose of enabling the
person to sign by post at a recall petition;”;

““relevant officer” means—

(a) where a postal petition document is handed in at a petition signing place—
(1) the petition clerk, or
(i) an assistant appointed to assist the petition clerk;

(b) where a postal petition document is handed in to the petition officer, a person acting
under the authority of that officer;”;

13133

return of postal petition documents form” has the meaning given in regulation 99A;”.
(4) Inregulation 22 (admission to petition signing place) in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (b)
insert—

“(ba) in England, Wales and Scotland, persons aged 18 or over returning a postal petition
document by hand in accordance with regulation 99(1)(a)(i);”.

(33) S.I. 2016/295, to which there are amendments not relevant to these Regulations.
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(5) Inregulation 39 (the count)—
(a) in paragraph (3)—
(i) at the end of sub-paragraph (c), omit “and”;
(i1) after sub-paragraph (d) insert—

and

(e) the postal signing sheet is not one that falls to be rejected in accordance
with regulation 99B or 102B.”;
(b) in paragraph (5)—
(1) at the end of sub-paragraph (b), omit “and”;
(i1) after sub-paragraph (c) insert—

and

(d) the postal signing sheet is not one that falls to be rejected in accordance
with regulation 102B.”.

(6) In regulation 46(2) (retention and disposal of documents: England and Wales and Northern
Ireland) after “Ireland)” insert “and 110A (list of rejected postal petition documents: Northern
Ireland)”.

(7) In regulation 99 (alternative means of returning postal signing sheets, postal petition
statements and declarations of identity)—

(a) for paragraph (1) substitute—
“(1) For the purposes of regulation 39(3) and (5) (the count)—
(a) for a recall petition held in England, Wales or Scotland—

(1) the manner in which a postal signing sheet and postal petition statement
may be returned to any petition signing place is by hand,

(i1) the manner in which such a sheet and statement may be returned to the
petition officer is by hand or by post;

(b) for a recall petition held in Northern Ireland, the manner in which a postal
signing sheet and declaration of identity may be returned to the petition officer
is by hand or by post.”;

(b) in paragraph (2)—
(i) for “Subject to paragraph (3),” substitute “Where paragraph (1)(a) applies, subject

to paragraphs (2A) and (3)”;

(i1) for *, postal petition statement or declaration of identity” substitute “or postal petition
statement”’;
(ii1) after “signing place” insert “and any return of postal petition documents form”;
(c) after paragraph (2) insert—

“(2A) A petition signing sheet or postal petition statement may only be delivered to
the petition officer in accordance with paragraph (2) if the requirements of regulation 99A
are met and the sheet and statement are not rejected in accordance with regulation 99B
or 99D.”;

(d) in paragraph (3) for “declaration of identity” substitute “return of postal petition
documents form”;

(e) for paragraph (4) substitute—

“(4) Where the petition officer collects, or causes to be collected, any postal signing
sheet, postal petition statement or return of postal petition documents form in accordance
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with paragraph (3) the petition clerk must first make up into separate packets sealed with
the petition clerk’s own seal with a description of its contents written on each packet—

(a) the postal signing sheets and postal petition statements;

(b) the return of postal petition documents forms for those postal signing sheets and
postal petition statements.”.

(8) After regulation 99 insert—

“Requirements of return of postal petition documents form

99A.—(1) The requirements of this regulation are—

(a) the person handing in a postal petition document (“P””) completes a form containing
the following information (a “return of postal petition documents form”)—

(1) P’s name and address,
(i1) whether P is handing in P’s own postal petition documents,

(iii) the number of other electors for whom P is handing in postal petition
documents,

(iv) the total number of envelopes containing postal signing sheets P is handing in,
including P’s own,

(v) the reason P is handing in postal petition documents for other electors,

(vi) a declaration by P that P has not handed in postal petition documents at any
signing place or to the petition officer for a total of more than the number of
electors other than P set out in regulation 99B(1)(c) or 102B(1)(c), including
those being handed in at that time and either—

(aa) that to the best of P’s knowledge, P is not a political campaigner
for whom it is an offence to handle the postal petition documents
concerned in accordance with regulation 122A,

(bb) that P is a political campaigner and is only handing in postal petition
documents for P and for P’s spouse, civil partner, parent, grandparent,
brother, sister, child or grandchild, or someone for whom P provides
regular care or for whom regular care is provided by an organisation
which employs or engages P,

(b) the relevant officer has endorsed the return of postal petition documents form
returned by P to confirm the relevant officer’s name and that—

(1) the relevant officer is satisfied that the form has been completed properly and
provides the information required by paragraph (a),

(i1) the relevant officer does not suspect that the number of electors other than P
for whom P is handing in postal petition documents exceeds the number of
electors specified in regulation 99B(1)(b) or 102B(1)(b),

(iii) the relevant officer does not suspect that P is a political campaigner who is
committing an offence under regulation 122A, and

(iv) the postal petition documents to which the form relates are not rejected.

(2) For the purposes of paragraph (1)(a)(vi)(bb), two people living together as if they were
a married couple or civil partners are treated as if they were spouses or civil partners of each
other.
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Rejection of postal petition documents handed in at a petition signing place

99B.—(1) A relevant officer must reject—

(a) all postal petition documents handed in by P where P fails to fully complete the
return of postal petition documents form with the required information;

(b) all postal petition documents handed in by P other than P’s own postal petition
documents where the relevant officer has reasonable cause to suspect that the
documents are handed in on behalf of more than five other electors;

(c) a postal petition document handed in by P or all postal petition documents handed
in together by P (other than P’s own postal petition documents) where the relevant
officer has reasonable cause to suspect that, taking that document or those documents
together with any postal petition documents handed in by P on any previous occasion
in respect of the same petition (whether to a signing place or to the petition officer
and disregarding any that were rejected), P has handed in postal petition documents
on behalf of more than five other electors.

(2) Where P hands in one or more proxy postal signing papers completed by P as proxy
for another elector, for “five” in paragraphs (1)(b) and (c), substitute the number that is five
minus the number of proxy postal signing papers P hands in.

(3) A relevant officer may reject a postal petition document handed in by P where the
relevant officer knows or has reasonable cause to suspect that, in handing in the document, P
is committing an offence under regulation 122A.

Procedure for dealing with rejected postal petition documents handed in at a petition
signing place

99C.—(1) Where any postal petition document has been rejected in accordance with
regulation 99B the relevant officer must indicate this, together with the reason or reasons for
the rejection and the relevant officer’s name, on the return of postal petition documents form
and attach the form to the postal petition documents concerned.

(2) The petition clerk must make up a packet (or packets) of the rejected postal petition
documents and the accompanying return of postal petition documents forms, sealed with the
petition clerk’s own seal with a description of its contents written on each packet.

(3) Where a return of postal petition documents form relates to postal petition documents
which have not all been rejected, that form must be dealt with as if it related just to rejected
postal petition documents, and the postal petition documents which have been rejected must
be noted on it.

(4) The petition clerk must deliver, or cause to be delivered, those packets in the same
manner and at the same time as the petition clerk delivers, or causes to be delivered, the packets
referred to in regulation 37.

Postal petition documents left behind at a petition signing place

99D.—(1) Where a person leaves a left behind postal petition document at a signing place,
the relevant officer must reject that left behind postal petition document.

(2) The relevant officer must—

(a) write on a return of postal petition documents form to confirm that the postal petition
document is a left behind postal petition document,

(b) write the relevant officer’s name on that form, and

(c) attach that form to the left behind postal petition document.

48



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

(3) Left behind postal petition documents and the attached return of postal petition
documents forms must be included in the packet of rejected postal petition documents and
forms made up in accordance with regulation 99C(2).”.

(9) In regulation 102 (receipt of covering envelopes) for “(whether by hand of post)” substitute
“by post”.

(10) After regulation 102 insert—

“Postal petition documents handed in to the petition officer

102A.—(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), the relevant officer must deliver to the
petition officer—

(a) any postal petition document handed in under regulation 99(1)(a)(ii) or (b) before
the end of the signing period, and

(b) the return of postal petition documents form completed in respect of it.

(2) A postal petition document may only be delivered to the petition officer in accordance
with paragraph (1) if the requirements of regulation 99A are met and the document is not
rejected in accordance with regulation 102B or 102D.

(3) Before delivering them to the petition officer in accordance with paragraph (1), the
relevant officer must first make up into separate packets with a description of its contents
written on each packet which is then sealed up—

(a) the postal petition documents;

(b) the return of postal petition documents forms for those postal petition documents.

Rejection of postal petition documents handed in to the petition officer

102B.—(1) The relevant officer must reject—

(a) all postal petition documents handed in by P where P fails to fully complete the
return of postal petition documents form with the required information;

(b) all postal petition documents handed in by P other than P’s own postal petition
documents where the relevant officer has reasonable cause to suspect that the
documents are handed in on behalf of more than five other electors;

(c) a postal petition document handed in by P or all postal petition documents handed
in together by P (other than P’s own postal petition documents) where the relevant
officer has reasonable cause to suspect that, taking that document or those documents
together with any postal petition documents handed in by P on any previous occasion
in respect of the same petition (whether to a signing place or to the petition officer
and disregarding any that were rejected), P has handed in postal voting documents
on behalf of more than five other electors.

(2) Where P hands in one or more proxy postal petition documents completed by P as proxy
for another elector, for “five” in paragraphs (1)(b) and (c), substitute the number that is five
minus the number of proxy postal petition documents P hands in.

(3) The relevant officer may reject a postal petition document handed in by P where the
relevant officer knows or has reasonable cause to suspect that, in handing in the document, P
is committing an offence under regulation 122A.
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Procedure for dealing with rejected postal petition documents handed in to the petition
officer

102C.—(1) Where any postal petition document has been rejected in accordance with
regulation 102B the relevant officer must indicate this, together with the reason or reasons for
the rejection and the relevant officer’s name, on the return of postal petition documents form
and attach the form to the postal petition documents concerned.

(2) The relevant officer must make up a packet (or packets) of the rejected postal petition
documents and the accompanying return of postal petition documents forms which must be
sealed up with a description of its contents written on each packet.

(3) Where a return of postal petition documents form relates to postal petition documents
which have not all been rejected, that form must be dealt with as if it related just to rejected
postal petition documents, and the postal petition documents which have been rejected must
be noted on it.

(4) The relevant officer must deliver those packets to the petition officer before the end
of the signing period.

Postal petition documents left behind with the petition officer

102D.—(1)  This regulation applies to a postal petition document to which
regulation 102A(1) applies which is a left behind postal petition document.

(2) The relevant officer must—
(a) reject that left behind postal petition document,

(b) write on a return of postal petition documents form to confirm that the postal petition
document is a left behind postal petition document,

(c) write the relevant officer’s name on that form, and
(d) attach that form to the left behind postal petition document.

(3) Left behind postal petition documents and the attached return of postal petition
documents forms must be included in the packet of rejected postal petition documents and
forms made up in accordance with regulation 102C(2).

Opening of delivered or collected packets of postal petition documents

102E.—(1) Paragraph (2) applies to the packets of postal petition documents delivered to
or collected by the returning officer in accordance with regulation 99(2) or (3) or 102A(1).

(2) Regulations 101(6), 103(1) and 104 apply to a packet to which this paragraph applies
as if that packet were a postal signers’ ballot box.”.

(11) In regulation 106 (confirming receipt of postal signing statements: England and Wales and
Scotland), in paragraph (1)(b)—

(a) after “either of the” insert “first or second”;
(b) for “signing sheets” substitute “petition documents”.
(12) Inregulation 110 (lists of rejected postal signing sheets: England and Wales and Scotland)—
(a) in the heading, for “signing sheets” substitute “petition documents”;
(b) in paragraph (1)—
(1) for “three” substitute “four”;
(i1) for “signing sheets” in both places substitute “petition documents”;

(c) after paragraph (5) insert—

50



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

“(6) In the fourth list, the petition clerk must, subject to paragraph (9), record in
relation to any elector whose postal petition documents were rejected in accordance with
regulation 99B or 102B, or were left behind postal petition documents—

(a) the elector’s name and address (and the name and address of the proxy if the
elector has a proxy);

(b) the elector’s number on the register of electors (and that of the proxy if the
elector has a proxy),

(c) the specified reason or reasons for the rejection of the postal petition documents,

(d) an indication as to whether the postal petition documents included a postal
signing sheet the number of which matched the postal signing sheet number
marked on the postal petition statement, and

(e) any other information relating to the rejection that the petition officer considers
appropriate, but not the postal signing sheet number.

(7) The specified reasons that may be given under sub-paragraph (6)(c) for the rejection
of the postal petition documents are—

(a) the postal petition documents were handed in at a signing place or to the petition
officer but the return of postal petition documents form was not fully completed
with the required information;

(b) the postal petition documents were handed in at a signing place or to the petition
officer but the number of postal petition documents handed in exceeded or was
suspected to exceed the permitted number;

(c) the postal petition documents were handed in by a political campaigner who was
not permitted to hand in those postal petition documents;

(d) the postal petition documents were left behind postal petition documents.

(8) In compiling the fourth list the petition officer must open separately each covering
envelope (including an envelope described in regulation 102(2)) and each signing sheet
envelope.

(9) The obligation in paragraph (6) does not apply where an elector’s rejected postal
petition documents do not include a postal petition statement.”.

(13) After regulation 110 insert—

“List of rejected postal petition documents: Northern Ireland

110A.—(1) Inrespect of any petition, the petition officer must keep a list relating to rejected
postal petition documents as required by this regulation.

(2) The petition officer must, subject to paragraph (5), record in relation to any elector
whose postal petition documents were rejected in accordance with regulation 102B, or were
left behind postal petition documents—

(a) the elector’s name and address (and the name and address of the proxy if the elector
has a proxy),

(b) the elector’s number on the register of electors (and that of the proxy if the elector
has a proxy),

(c) the specified reason or reasons for the rejection of the postal petition documents,

(d) an indication as to whether the postal petition documents included a postal signing
sheet the number of which matched the postal signing sheet number marked on the
postal petition statement, and
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(e) any other information relating to the rejection that the petition officer considers
appropriate, but not the postal signing sheet number.

(3) The specified reasons that may be given under sub-paragraph (2)(c) for the rejection
of the postal petition documents are—

(a) the postal petition documents were handed in to the petition officer but the return
of postal petition documents form was not fully completed with the required
information;

(b) the postal petition documents were handed in to the petition officer but the number
of postal petition documents handed in exceeded or was suspected to exceed the
permitted number;

(c) the postal petition documents were handed in by a political campaigner who was not
permitted to hand in those postal petition documents;

(d) the postal petition documents were left behind postal petition documents.

(4) In compiling the list the petition officer must open separately each covering envelope
(including an envelope described in regulation 102(2)) and each signing sheet envelope.

(5) The obligation in paragraph (2) does not apply where an elector’s rejected postal petition
documents do not include a postal petition statement.”.

(14) In regulation 111 (checking lists of rejected postal signing sheets: England and Wales and
Scotland), in the heading for “signing sheets” substitute “petition documents”.

(15) Inregulation 112 (sealing of receptacles)—
(a) in paragraph (1), after sub-paragraph (e) insert—

“(f) the packets of rejected postal petition documents and accompanying return of
postal petition documents forms made up in accordance with regulation 99C(2)
and 102C(2),”;

(b) in paragraph (2), after sub-paragraph (c) insert—

“(d) the packets of rejected postal petition documents and accompanying
return of postal petition documents forms made up in accordance with
regulation 102C(2),”.

(16) In regulation 114 (forwarding of documents)—

(a) in paragraph (1)(a), after “(cancellation of postal signing sheets),” insert “regulation 99(4)
(b) (alternative means of returning postal signing sheets, postal petition statements and
declarations of identity), 102A(3)(b) (postal petition documents handed in to the petition
officer),”;

(b) in paragraph (3)—
(1) for “list” in each place it occurs substitute “lists”;

(i1) in sub-paragraph (a), for “(lists of rejected postal signing sheets)” substitute “and (6)
or regulation 110A(1) (lists of rejected postal petition documents)”;

(iii) in sub-paragraph (b), after “110(4)” insert “and (6) or regulation 110A(1)”;
(c) in paragraph (4)—
(i) for “list” substitute “lists”;

(i1) for “(lists of rejected postal signing sheets)” substitute “and (6) or regulation 110A(1)
(lists of rejected postal petition documents)”.

(17) In regulation 115 (notification of a rejected postal petition statement: England and Wales
and Scotland)—

(a) in the heading for “statement” substitute “document”;
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(b) in paragraph (1)—

(1) for “(lists of rejected postal signing sheets)” substitute “, or on the list compiled
under regulation 110(6) (list of rejected postal petition documents) with an indication
in accordance with regulation 110(6)(d) that a postal signing sheet was included in
rejected postal petition documents,”;

(i1) in sub-paragraph (a)—
(aa) the words from “the petition officer” to the end become paragraph (i);
(bb) after that paragraph (i) insert—
“(i1) the postal signing sheet was handed in and the relevant officer—

(aa) was not satisfied that the return of postal petition
documents form had been completed properly and
provided the required information;

(bb) suspected that the person handing it in had handed in
postal signing sheets on behalf of more than the permitted
number of electors;

(cc) suspected that the person handing it in was a political
campaigner who was committing an offence under
regulation 122A;

(iii) the postal signing sheet was a left behind postal petition
document;”;

(iii) in sub-paragraph (c)—
(aa) the words from “in regulation” to the end become paragraph (i);
(bb) after that paragraph (i) insert—
“(i1) in regulation 110(7) applied to the postal signing sheet.”;

(c) in paragraph (2)(b) at the end insert “except where that offence is committed by a political
campaigner under regulation 122A”.

(18) After regulation 115 insert—

“Notification of a rejected postal petition document: Northern Ireland

115A.—(1) Where an absent signer for a petition in Northern Ireland appears on the list
compiled under regulation 110A (lists of rejected postal petition documents) with an indication
in accordance with regulation 110A(2)(d) that a postal signing sheet was included in the
rejected postal petition documents—

(a) the petition officer must notify the absent signer (and the elector if the absent signer
is a proxy) that the signing sheet concerned was rejected because—

(1) the postal signing sheet was handed in and the relevant officer—

(aa) was not satisfied that the return of postal petition documents form had
been completed properly and provided the required information;

(bb) suspected that the person handing it in had handed in postal signing
sheets on behalf of more than the permitted number of electors;

(cc) suspected that the person handing it in was a political campaigner who
was committing an offence under regulation 122A;

(i1) the postal signing sheet was a left behind postal petition document;

(b) the petition officer must send the notification as soon as possible, and within the
period of three months beginning with the last day of the signing period; and
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(c) the notification must include information as to which of the specified reasons
referred to in regulation 110A(3) applied to the postal signing sheet.

(2) The petition officer is not obliged to send a notification—

(a) toany person who is no longer shown as signing the petition by post in the record kept
under regulation 52(5) or regulation 58(7) at the time the petition officer proposes
to send the notification, or

(b) where the petition officer suspects that an offence may have been committed in
relation to the postal signing sheet or the absent signer’s entitlement to sign the
petition under section 10 of the Act (persons entitled to sign a recall petition) except
where that offence is committed by a political campaigner under regulation 112A.

(3) A notification issued under paragraph (1) may also include any other information that
the petition officer considers appropriate, but a notification must not include a date of birth or
national insurance number.”.

(19) After regulation 122 (tampering with signing sheets etc.) insert—

“Handling of postal petition documents by political campaigners

122A.—(1) A person who is a political campaigner in respect of a petition commits an
offence if the person handles a postal petition document that has been issued to another person
for use in that petition.

(2) But a person who handles a postal petition document for use in a petition does not
commit the offence if—

(a) the person is responsible for, or assists with, the conduct of that petition (for example
as a petition officer or a person working under the direction of a petition officer),

(b) the person is engaged in the business of a postal operator, or

(c) the person is employed or engaged in a role the duties of which include the handling
of postal packets on behalf of members of an organisation or the occupants of a
communal building,

and the handling is consistent with the person’s duties in that capacity.
(3) Nor does a person commit the offence if the person—

(a) is the other person’s spouse, civil partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child
or grandchild, or

(b) provides regular care for, or is employed or engaged by an organisation which
provides care for, the other person.

(4) It is a defence for a person charged with the offence to show that the person did not
dishonestly handle the postal petition document for the purpose of promoting a particular
outcome of a petition.

(5) Where sufficient evidence is adduced to raise an issue with respect to the defence under
paragraph (4), the court must assume that the defence is satisfied unless the prosecution proves
beyond reasonable doubt that it is not.

(6) A person is guilty of a corrupt practice if the person—
(a) commits the offence under paragraph (1), or
(b) aids, abets, counsels or procures the commission of that offence.

(7) For the purposes of this regulation a person is a political campaigner in respect of a
petition if any of the following applies—

(a) the person is the MP who is subject to the petition process;
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(b)
(©
(d)
(e)
®

(g

the person is employed or engaged by the MP who is subject to the petition process
for the purposes of their activities as an MP;

the person is a member of a registered political party and carries on an activity
designed to promote a particular outcome of the petition;

the person is employed or engaged by a registered political party in connection with
the party’s political activities;

the person is employed or engaged by a person within any of sub-paragraphs (a) to
(d) to carry on an activity designed to promote a particular outcome of the petition;

the person is employed or engaged by a person within sub-paragraph (e) to carry on
an activity designed to promote a particular outcome of the petition;

the person is an accredited campaigner within the meaning of Part 5 of Schedule 3
to the Act(34).

(8) In this regulation—

“postal operator” has the same meaning as in Part 3 of the Postal Services Act 2011;

“postal petition document” includes an envelope that has been issued to a person for the
purpose of enabling the person to sign a petition by post.

(9) For the purposes of this regulation, an envelope—

(@)
(b)

that is not a postal petition document, but

that contains a postal signing sheet, postal petition statement or declaration of
identity that has been issued to a person for the purpose of enabling the person to
sign a petition by post,

is to be treated as if it were a postal petition document that has been issued to the person for
use in the petition.

(10) In this regulation, any reference to a person who is “engaged” by another person, or to
a person who provides care for another person, includes a reference to a person who is engaged
or provides care otherwise than for payment or promise of payment.

(11) For the purposes of paragraph (3)(a), two people living together as if they were a
married couple or civil partners are treated as if they were spouses or civil partners of each

other.”.

(20) In regulation 123 (requirement of secrecy)—

(a) after paragraph (4) insert—

“(4A) No person may—

(a) except for some purpose authorised by law, obtain or attempt to obtain
information, or communicate at any time to any other person any information,
as to the number or other unique identifying mark on the back of a postal signing
sheet issued to a person for signing a petition by post;

(b) except for some purpose authorised by law, obtain or attempt to obtain
information, or communicate at any time to any other person any information,
as to the official mark on a postal signing sheet issued to a person for signing
a petition by post;

(c) obtain or attempt to obtain information, in the circumstances mentioned in
paragraph (4B), as to whether a person issued with a postal signing sheet for
signing a petition by post (“P”’) has or has not signed the petition;

(34) Part 5 was amended by S.1. 2018/1310.
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(d) communicate at any time to any other person information obtained in
contravention of sub-paragraph (c).

(4B) The circumstances referred to in paragraph (4A)(c) are where P is about to mark,
or is in the process of marking, or has just marked, a postal signing sheet issued to P for
signing a petition by post.

(4C) But—

(a) a person (“E”) who is signing a petition by proxy does not contravene
paragraph (4A) by obtaining or attempting to obtain from the person entitled

to sign the petition as E’s proxy information as to a matter mentioned in sub-
paragraph (a) of that paragraph that relates to E’s signing of the petition, and

(b) a person who is entitled to sign a petition as E’s proxy does not contravene
paragraph (4A) by communicating to E information as to a matter mentioned in
sub-paragraph (a) of that paragraph that relates to E’s signing of the petition.

(4D) Paragraphs (4A)(c) and (d) do not apply where the purpose (or main purpose) for
which the information is sought or communicated is its use for the purpose of—

(a) a published statement relating to whether people entitled to sign the petition
intend to sign it or have signed it, or

(b) apublished forecast as to the result of that petition which is based on information
given by people entitled to sign it.

(4E) In paragraph (4D)—
(a) “forecast” includes estimate;

(b) “published” means made available to the public at large or to any section of the
public, in whatever form and by whatever means.

(4F) Where a person (“the proxy”) is entitled to sign a petition as proxy for another
person (“E”)—
(a) the proxy must not communicate at any time to any person other than E any
information as to whether the proxy is about to sign the petition, or has signed
the petition, as proxy for E;

(b) except for some purpose authorised by law, the proxy must not communicate
at any time to any person other than E the number or other unique identifying
mark on the back of a signing sheet issued to the proxy for signing the petition
as proxy for E.”;

(b) in paragraph (6)—
(i) after “person” insert “who acts in contravention of this regulation is”;
(i1) for “under this regulation” substitute “and”.
(21) In Schedule 2 (forms)—

(a) in Part 1 (United Kingdom), for form E (official petition notice for an elector who may
sign the petition by post), form G (official petition notice for a proxy who may sign the
petition by post), form K (postal petition statement) and form L (statement as to postal
petition signing sheets, proxies and additional data) substitute the corresponding forms set
out in Part 1 of Schedule 8 to these Regulations;

(b) in Part 3 (Northern Ireland), for form E (official petition notice for an elector who may sign
the petition by post), form G (official petition notice for a proxy who may sign the petition
by post), form L (statement as to postal petition signing sheets, proxies and additional
data) and form M (declaration of identity) substitute the corresponding forms set out in
Part 2 of Schedule 8 to these Regulations.
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(22) In Schedule 3 (access to marked registers after a petition), in paragraph 3 (inspection of
documents open to public inspection), in sub-paragraph (1)(b)—
(a) in sub-paragraph (iv), for “(lists of rejected postal signing sheets)” substitute “or (6) or
regulation 110A(1) (lists of rejected postal petition documents);

(b) after sub-paragraph (iv) insert—
“(v) return of postal petition documents forms.”.
(23) In Schedule 4 (legal proceedings: application to recall petitions of existing provisions)—

(a) in paragraph 21, in the words substituted by sub-paragraph (b), for “or 120 (offences
relating to applications for postal and proxy signing)” substitute “, 120 (offences relating to
applications for postal and proxy signing) or 122A (handling of postal petition documents
by political campaigners)”;

(b) in paragraph 26, for sub-paragraph (a) substitute—

“(a) in paragraph (a)(i), for the words from “section 60” to “above” substitute
“regulation 118 (personation), regulation 120 (offences relating to applications
for postal or proxy signing) or regulation 122A (handling of postal petition
documents by political campaigners) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall
Petition) Regulations 2016”;”;

(c) in paragraph 28, for sub-paragraph (b) substitute—

“(b) in subsection (2), for the words from “section 60” to the end, substitute
“regulation 118 (personation), regulation 120 (offences relating to applications
for postal or proxy signing) or regulation 122A (handling of postal petition
documents by political campaigners) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall
Petition) Regulations 2016, or an illegal practice under regulation 119 of those

99,99

Regulations (other signing offences).”;”.

The Combined Authorities (Mayoral Elections) Order 2017
11.—(1) The Combined Authorities (Mayoral Elections) Order 2017(35) is amended as follows.

(2) In Schedule 1 (combined authorities mayoral elections rules)—
(a) inrule 32 (admission to polling station), in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (b) insert—

“(ba) persons aged 18 or over returning a postal ballot paper or postal voting
statement by hand in accordance with rule 47(3)(b),”;
(b) inrule 47 (procedure at verification of ballot paper accounts), in paragraph (2)—
(i) omit the “and” at the end of sub-paragraph (c);
(i1) after sub-paragraph (d) insert—

and

(e) the postal ballot paper is not one that falls to be rejected in accordance
with regulation 79B, 79D, 82B or 82D of the Representation of the
People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001.”;

(c) in Part 9 (appendix of forms), for form 7 (postal voting statement), form 9 (official postal
poll card) and form 11 (official proxy postal poll card) substitute the corresponding forms
set out in Part 1 of Schedule 9 to these Regulations.

(3) InSchedule 2 (modifications of Acts and statutory instrument), in paragraph 5 (Representation
of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001)—

(35) S.1.2017/67, amended by S.1. 2022/1353; there are other amending instruments but none is relevant
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(a) in sub-paragraph (5) for “after paragraph (b)” substitute “in paragraph (1), after sub-
paragraph (b)”;

(b) after sub-paragraph (6) insert—

“(6A) Regulation 82A (postal voting documents handed in to the returning officer) has
effect as if, in paragraph (1), in sub-paragraph (b), after paragraph (i) there were inserted—

“(ia) rule 47(3)(a) or 50(6)(a) of the Combined Authority Mayoral Elections Rules;”.”.
(4) In Schedule 3 (combined authority mayoral election (combination of polls) rules—
(a) inrule 32 (admission to polling station) in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (b) insert—

“(ba) persons aged 18 or over returning a postal ballot paper or postal voting
statement by hand in accordance with rule 47(3)(b),”;
(b) in rule 47 (procedure at verification of ballot paper accounts) in paragraph (2)—
(1) omit the “and” at the end of sub-paragraph (c);
(i) after sub-paragraph (d) insert—

and

(e) the postal ballot paper is not one that falls to be rejected in accordance
with regulation 79B, 79D, 82B or 82D of the Representation of the
People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001.”;

(c) in Part 9 (appendix of forms), for forms 7(1) and 7(2) (postal voting statements), form
9 (official postal poll card) and form 11 (official proxy postal poll card) substitute the
corresponding forms set out in Part 2 of Schedule 9 to these Regulations.

The Police and Crime Commissioner Elections (Welsh Forms) Order 2021

12. In Schedule 3 to the Police and Crime Commissioner Elections (Welsh Forms) Order
2021 (Welsh and English versions of prescribed forms)(36), for the following forms substitute the
corresponding forms set out in Schedule 10 to these Regulations—

(a) form 2 (postal voting statement where PCC election taken alone);

(b) form 4 (postal voting statement where polls are combined but proceedings on issue and
receipt of postal ballot papers are not combined);

(c) form 5 (statement of the number of postal ballot papers issued);
(d) form 12 (official postal poll card);
(e) form 14 (official proxy postal poll card).

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities

Name

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State

Department for Levelling Up, Housing and

Date Communities

(36) S.1.2021/291, amended by S.I. 2022/1354; there are other amending instruments but none is relevant.
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SCHEDULE 1 Regulation 2(13)

Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 forms
Form A1: official postal poll card to be sent to an elector voting by post
Front of card

Postal poll card Your detalls:

* [Electar's name and qualfying address defails
Election of Member of Parliament for the here]
[insert name of constituency] constituency * Acting Relurning Officer lo omit where poll

card sent fo an anonymouselector. Poll card
. fo an ancnymous elecior must be deliversd in
Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year] a sealed envelope

- - . Electoral ster bar:
Voting information ectoral register number

We will send your postal vote around [day] Your postal vote

[date] [ month] [vear] Taddressed to:] o Youwil receive a postal vete for this

election because you asked to vote

*[Elector’'s name and address] by post.
* Acting Returning Officer to omit where pall card sent to an * Youwdl not be able to vote in a polling station.
ancnymous elector. « If you have not received your postal vote by
[day] [date] [manth] call
linsert helpline number].

If you lose your postal vote or make a mistake
» Please phone the halpline immediataly.

» Wa can only issue a replacement postal vete
beforeSpm on [day/dare of deadline]

Please turn over

Rear of card
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How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the
instructions carefully.

2. Yourpostal vobe includes your ballol paper and a
postal voling statement

3. Complete both of these and relurn them
immedatety,

4. We need to receive your postal wote by
10pm on fday/date of pol]

oyt miss the post, you cin hand i your postal vote
andior the postal vote of others at the council office duwing|
affice hours to a person autharised Lo receive postal
vetes, or al any polling station in the constiluency before
10pm on [day] [date of poli].

It is an offence to:

+ vote using & ballot paper that was not sent for your use or
interfere with anather voter's ballot paper

+ vote more than once at the same election, unless you are voting
on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person

« vote as a proxy on behalf of more than four electors, of which no
mare than two may be on behalf of other domestic electors (a
domestic elector is one who is not an overseas or sevice elector).

+ vote as a proxy for somecne if you know that by law they are
not allowed to vole

" If you nead information in anather format,
please call our halpline below.

o If you need help to vote, you can ask
someone you know or get independent
help by calling our helpline:

finsert helpline and other defails including websital

The Acting Returning Officer issued ths card.

Form B1: official proxy postal poll card to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post

Front of card

If you would rather vete in persen, or ask someeone else to
vaote on your behalf

+  you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/dare
of deadline],

* [Please note that when voting in person, you of Someone
who is vating on your behalf must show an accepted form of
phaotographic identification. For more information, please
[inser! suggestion o call hefpline andior visit a relevant
websife, as appropriate].

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for
someons to try to find out who you are voting for whilst
you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then
reveal that information.

If undelivered retum to
[insert refurn address]
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Proxy postal poll card

Election of Member of Parliament for the
[insert name of constifuency] constituency

Date of election [day] [date] fmonth] [year]

Voting information

We will send your postal vote around [day] [date]
[month] [year] *[addressed to:]

* [Praxy’s name and qualifying address defails here]
* Acting Retuming Officer to omit where pofl card sent o the

proxy of an anonymous elector. Poll card to proxy of an
anonymous elector must be delivered in a sealedenvelope.

Please turn over

Rear of card

61

Voting as a proxy

**[The person named on the back of this card]
[Another person| has appointed you as a proxy to
vote on their behalf at this election.

**If sent to the proxy of an anonymaous elector omit
the words in the first set of brackets, if not omit
the words in the second set of brackets.

Your postal vote

* Youwill receive a postal vote for this election
because you asked to vote by post

o Youwill not be able to vote as a proxy in a polling
station,

* If you have not received your postal vote
by [day] [date] [month] call [insert
helpline number].

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is
an offence for someone else to try to find out
who you are voting for whilst you are putting
your mark on your ballot paper, or to then
reveal that information,
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If you lose your postal vote or make a

For this election you are proxy for: mistake

* [(Elector's name) + Please phone the helpline immediately.
(Elector's address) )
{Elector's number on @Iﬂeﬂ'} * We can only issue a replacement postal vote

before Spm on [day/date of deadline].
[the person with this elector number: (Insert efector's number on

register’] If you would rather vote in persen, you must
cancel your postal vote before 3pm on [day/ date
* If anonymous elector omif the words in the firs! set of square of deadline]. Please note that when voting in
brackels, if nof omit the words in the second sel of square person, you must show an accepted form of
brackels photographic identification and this must be your

own identification, not that of the person you are
voting on behalf of. For more information, please

How to vote [insert suggestion to call helpline and/or visit
1. When you receive your postal vote, read the instructions carefully. a relevant website, as appropriate]
Itis an offence to:
2. Your postal vote includes your ballot paper and a postal voting
statement, » vote using a ballot paper that was not sent
) for your use or interfere with another voler's
3. Complete both of these and return them immediately. ballot paper
4, We need to receive your postal vote by 10pm on » vote more than once at the same elegtion,
[day/date of polf]. unless you are voling on your own behaff
and as a proxy for anather person
If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andlor the postal
wote of others at the cauncil office during office hours ta a person # vote as a proxy on behalf of more than four
authorised to receive postal votes, or at any polling station in the electors, of which no more than two may be
sonstituency before 10pm on [day] [date of poll). on behalf of other domestic electors (a
domestic elector is one who is not an
‘_' If you need information in another format, please call overseas of service elector).
our helpline below. « vote as a proxy for someone if you know that

by law they are not allowed to vote
The Acting Returning Cfficer issued this card.

If undelivered return to
['nsert return address]

ﬂ If you need help to vote, you can ask someone you
know or get independent help by calling our helpline:

[insert helpline or other details including website]

Form G: postal voting statement for use at a parliamentary election taken alone
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Election of Member of Parliament for the [insert name of
constituency] constituency

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper number

* Acting Returning Officer to insert name but omit where sent to an
anonymous efector

(!) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Maonth Year

* My Signature is: (You
must sign inside the
box)

* Acting Returning Officer
to indicate where the
elector has been granted
a waiver and that a
signature is not required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same election (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Acting Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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¢¥ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. For your vote to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voting statement with
your ballot paper.

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voting
statement.

*Acting Returning Officer to indicate where the elector has been granted a waiver and that a
signature is not required

3. Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross [l in the box next to your choice on the ballot
paper.

4. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your votes may not count.

5. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poli].

6. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andlor the postal vote of others at the
council office during office hours to a person authorised to receive postal votes or at any polling
station in the constituency before 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

7. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are
handing in to be accepted.

8. “ou can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

9. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of
up to 5 family members or people for whom you provide regular care.

10. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

11. If you would rather vote in person or ask someone else to vote on your behalf (if you are not
already an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date of
deadline]. If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted
photographic identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their
own identification.

12. After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot paper, you cannot vote in person at a
polling station in this election.

€¥ Getting help

* |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by
calling the helpline on finsert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell
anyone how you voted.

* Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English.

* |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can get a
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before Spm on [day]
[date] [month]. If you apply after 5pm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement if
you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once in this election unless you are veting on your
aown behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out who you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that infarmation.

The Acting Returning Officer issued this statement. Acting Refurming Cfficer fo add piclorial guidance as approprate.
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Form H: postal voting statement for use when postal ballots are combined
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Election of Member of Parliament for [insert name of constituency]
constituency

[Acting Returning Officer to insert title(s) of other election(s) and referendums as appropriate

Date of election(s) [and referendum(s)] [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot papers for them to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

*Name Ballot paper numbers,

* Acting Returning Officer to insert name buf omit where sent to an
anonymous elector

(1) Check that the numbers on the backs of your ballot papers match the
numbers shown above. If they do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot papers numbered above were
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is:
(You must sign

inside the box)

*Acting Refurning Officer fo
indicafe where the
elector has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
required.

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or interfere with
another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same election [or
referendum] (unless you are appointed as a proxy).

Acting Returning Cfficer fo add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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€ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. if you need help, please call us on finsert helpline number]

1. For your voles 1o be counted, you must fill in and return this pestal veting statement with all your ballet papers (listed below).
2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voting statement.
* Acting Returning Officer to indicale where the elector has been granted a watver and thal a signature is not required.

*UK Parliamentary election ([insert colour] ballot paper}

» [Velefor only one candidate by pulting a cress @ in the box next to your choice.]

*[Lo cal gevernment election)/[Parish council election] (finsert cofour] ballot paper)
«  [Vetefer only one candidate by pulling a cross @ in the bex next Lo your shesce |
+  [Vole for no more than ___ candidates by pulling a cross @ in the box next to each of your choices. |

*London Assembly constituency members election ([insert colour] ballot paper)

* [Wote for only one candidate by pulting a cross & in the box next to your choice.]

*London Assembly London members election (finsert colour] ballot paper

«  [Vole only once by pulting a cross @ in the box next Lo your choice ]

*Londen Mayeral election (finsert colour] ballot paper)
«  [Vole for only one candidate by pulting & cross & in the box next to your choice.]

* Election of the MWayor for [insert name of authority] ([insert colour] ballot paper)
+ [Vete for only one candidate by putting a cross @ in the box next to your chelee.)

* Name of election/referendum {insert colour] baliot paper)
«  [Spectly voling instructions in accordance with the legisfation govemning the election or referendurm)

* Acting Relurning Officer o addiamend as appropriate.
. Donot mark the ballct papers in any cther way o your votes miay not count,

. We must get your postal vete by 10pm on [day] [date of polll.

. If you miss the pest, you can hand in your postal vole andior the posial vote of cthers at the council office dunng office hours to a person

authorised to receive postal voles or at any polling station in the constituency before 10pm on fday] [date of poi].

. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vele(s) yeu are handing in te be accepted.

. You can hand in your own posial vole and postal veles for up to 5 other voters.

- If you are a palitical campaigner - you can enly hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of up to 5 family members or pecple for whom

you provide regular cane.

9. Donot put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

10. I you would rather vote in person or ask semeene else to vole on your behall (if you are nef already an appeinted proxy) you
must cancel your postal vole before Spm on [day/date of deadling). If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need fo bring a
ferm of accepted photographic identification. If a person is voling on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their own identification.

11. After we receive your postal voling statemeant and ballot papers, you canncot vote in person at a polling station in [this] [these]

election(s) [and referendum(s)].

[ S

m~m

6? Getting help

= |fyou need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by calling the
helpline on finsert helpfine number]. The person helping you must not tell anyone how you voted.

= Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or languages
other than English.

= [f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot papers or this statement, you can geta
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before Spm on [day]
[date] [month]. If you apply after Spm on [day before poli] we can only issue a replacement if
you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vole more than once at the same election [or referendum] unless you are voling on
your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out who you are voting for whilst you are putting
your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that information.

The Acting Refurning Officer issued this statement, Acting Returning to add pictorial guidance as appropriale.

Form J: postal voting statement for use when a parliamentary poll is combined with another
poll but the postal ballots are not combined
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Front of form

Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Election of Member of Parliament for [insert name of
constituency] constituency

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name, Ballot paper number,

* Acting Returning Officer to insert name but omit where sent to an
anonymous elector

(1) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year
* My Signature is: (You
must sign inside the
box)

* Acting Returning Officer
to indicate where the
elector has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
reguired

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter’s ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same election (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Acting Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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¢¥ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline
number]

1. For your vole to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voting statement with your ballot paper
for the UK Parliamentary election.

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voting statement.

* Acting Returning Officer to indicate where the elector has been granfed a waiver and that a signature is not
required

UK Parliamentary election ([insert colour] ballot paper)

« Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross @ in the box next to yaur choice.
3. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vote may not count.

4. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

5. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote and/or the postal vote of others at the council
office during office hours to a person authorised to receive postal votes or at any polling station in
the constituency before 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

6. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are handing in

to be accepted.

7.You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

8. If you are a political campaigner - you can enly hand in your own postal vete plus the votes of up to
5 family members or people for whom you provide regular care.

9. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

10.  If youwould rather vote in person or ask someone else to vote on your behalf (if you are not
already an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date of deadline].
If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted photographic
identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their own
identification.

11.  After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot paper, you cannet vote in person ata
polling station in this election.

€¥ Getting help

® |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by
calling the helpline on [insert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell
anyone how you voted.

* Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English.

* |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can get a
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before 5pm on
[day] [date] [month]. If you apply after Spm on [day before poll] we can only issue a
replacement if you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime, It is an offence to vote more than once at the same election unless
you are voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out who
you are voting for whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal
that information.

The Acting Returning Cfficer issued this statement.
Acting Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.
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New form K1: statement as to postal ballot papers for parliamentary elections and local
government elections in England

First page

FORM K1: STATEMENT AS TO POSTAL BALLOT PAPERS
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACTS
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION

ConstilUenCy ..o e Date of Poll ................

A Issue of postal ballot papers Number
._Total number of postal ballot papers issued under regulation 71
. Total number of postal ballot papers issued under regulation 77
(spailt and returned for cancellation), regulation 78 (lost or not
received) and regulation 78A (cancelled due to change of address)
3. Total number of postal ballot papers cancelled under regulation
88A (where the first ballot paper was cancelled and retrieved)
4. Total number of postal ballot papers issued (items 1 to 3)
5. Total number of postal ballot papers cancelled under regulation
78A

[ =Y

B(1) Receipt of and replacement postal ballot papers Number

6. Number of covering envelopes received by the returning officer or
at a polling station before the close of poll (excluding any
undelivered or returned under regulation 77(1) (spoilt), regulation
78(1) (lost) and regulation 86A (cancelled ballot papers) or rejected
under regulations 798, 79D, 828 and 82D)

7. MNumber of covering envelopes received by the returning officer
after the close of poll, excluding any returned as undelivered

8. Number of postal ballot papers returned spoilt for cancellation in
time for another ballot paper to be issued

9. Number of postal ballot papers identified as lost or not received in
time for another ballot paper to be issued

10. Number of postal ballot papers cancelled and retrieved in time for
another ballot paper to be issued

11.Number of postal ballot papers returned as spoilt too late for
another ballot paper to be issued

in ifems 12-18 record the number of postal ballot papers handed in at a polling

stafion or to the Returning Officer before the close of poil that were rejected

because of the following reasons:

Second page
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{A) The form accompanying the postal ballot papers handed in was not fully
completed (under regulation 798(7)(a) or regulation 82B(1)(a))

{B) the number of postal ballof papers handed in exceeded the permitted number
{under regulation 798(1)(b)&(c) or regulation 828{1)(b)&(c))

(C)the postal ballof papers were handed in by a political campaigner not permifted
to handle the postal ballot papers {under regulation 798(3) or regulation
82B(3))

in item 19 record the number of postal ballot papers that were rejected because

they were left behind with no form attached (under regulation 790D or regufation

82D)

12. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A)

13. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (B)

14, Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (C)

15. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A) AND (B)

16. Mumber of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A) AND (C)

17.Mumber of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (B) AND (C)

18. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A), (B) AND (C)

19. Number of postal ballot papers received at a polling station or by
the Returning Officer before the close of poll rejected as the postal
ballot papers were left behind with no form attached {(under
regulation 79D or regulation 82D}

20.Number of covering envelopes returned as undelivered (up to the
25t day after the date of the poll)

21. Number of covering envelopes not received by the returning officer
(by the 25' day after the date of the poll)

22. Total of numbers 6 to 21 (this should be the same as thatin 4
above)

Final page
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B(2) Receipt of postal ballot papers — Postal voting statements Number

23. Number of covering envelopes set aside for the verification of
personal identifiers on postal voting statements

24.Number of postal voting statements subject to verification
procedure rejected as not completed (excluding prior cancellations)

25.Number of postal voting statements rejected following verification
procedures due to the personal identifiers on the postal voting
statement not matching those in the personal identifiers record
(excluding prior cancellations)

C Count of postal ballot papers Number

26. Number of ballot papers returned by postal voters which were
included in the count of ballot papers

27.Number of cases in which a covering envelope or its contents were
marked "Rejected” (cancellations under regulations 77, 78, 78A
and 86A are not rejections and should be included initems 2, 3, 5,
8, 9and 10 above, and postal ballot papers rejected under
regulations 798, 79D, 828 and 82D should be recorded in items 12
to 19 above)

Returning Officer
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SCHEDULE 2 Regulation 3(14)

Representation of the People (Scotland) Regulations 2001 forms
Form A1: official postal poll card to be sent to an elector voting by post
Front of card

Postal poll card Your detalls:
* [Electar's name and qualfying address defails
Election of Member of Parliament for the here]
[insert name of constituency] constituency * Relurning Officer to omit \H;re poll card sent
£ o an anonymous eeclor. card o an
Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year] anon . st be defivered i@
seaked envelope

'u‘oting infarmation Electoral register number:

We will send your postal vote around [day] Your postal vote
[date] { month] [year] *[addressed to:]

* Youwll receive a postal vote for this

election because you asked to vote

by post.
* Acting Returning Officer to omif whera poll card sent to an » Youwil ngt be able fo vote in a polling station,
anonymous aleclor,

*"[Elector's name and address]

« If you have not received your postal vote by
[day] [date] [month] call
linsert helpline number].

If yeu lose your postal vete or make a mistake
# Please phone the helpline immediately.

» We can cnly issue a replacement postal vote
beforeSpm on [day'dare of deadling]

Please turn over

Rear of card
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How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the

instructions canefully.

Your postal vobe includes your ballol paper and a
postal voling statement

Cemplete both of these and relum them
immedatety,

We need to receive your postal vobe by
10pm on [day/date of pel]

It is an offence to:

+ vote using & ballot paper that was not sent for your use or
interfere with anather voter's ballot paper

+ vote more than once at the same election, unless you are voting
on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person

« vote as a proxy on behalf of more than four electors, of which no
mare than two may be on behalf of other domestic electors (a
domestic elector is cne who is not an overseas or senvice elector),

+ vote as a proxy for somecne if you know that by law they are
not allowed to vole

oyt miss the post, you cin hand i your postal vote
andior the postal vote of others at the council office duwing|
affice hours to a person autharised Lo receive postal
vetes, or al any polling stabion in the constiluency before
10pm on [day] [date of poli].

" If you nead information in anather format,
please call our halpline below.

o you need help to vote, you can ask
someone you know or get independent
help by calling our helpline:

If you would rather vete in persen, or ask someeone else to
vaote on your behalf

you must cancel your postal vote befere Spm en [day/date
of deadline],

Please note that when voling in person, you of Someone
who is vating on your behalf must show an accepted form of
phaotographic identification. For more information, please
[inser! suggestion o call hefpline andior visit & relevant
websife, as appropriate].

Whether you vote in persen or via post, it is an offence
for someone to try to find out who you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper,
of to then reveal that information.

finsert helpline and other defails including websital

The Returning Officer issued this card.

If undelivered retum to
[insert refurn address]

Form B1: official proxy postal poll card to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post

Front of card

Proxy postal poll card

Election of Member of Parliament for the
[insert name of constituency] constituency

Date of election {day] [date] [month] [year]

Voting as a proxy

** [The person named on the back of this card)

Voting information

[Another person] has appointed you as a proxy to
vote on their behalf at this election.

We will send your postal vote around [day] [date]
[month] [year] *[addressed to:]

** If sant to the proxy of an anonymous elector omit
tha words in the first set of brackats, if nat omit
the words in the second sel of brackels.

* [Praxy’s name and qualifying address details hara]

* Refurning Officer to omit where poll card sent to the proxy
of an anonymous alector. Poll card fo proxy of an
anonymaus alector must be dalivensd in a sealedenvelope

Your postal vote

# Youwill receive a postal vote for this election
because you asked to vole by post.

» Youwill not be able to vole as a proxy in a polling
station

= If you have not received your postal vote

by [day] [date] [month] call [insert
helpline number].

Whether you vote in person or via post, itis
an offence for someone else to try to find out

Please turn over

Rear of card

who you are voting for whilst you are putting
your mark on your ballot paper, or to then
reveal that information.
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For this election you are proxy for:

* [{Elector's name)
(Eleclor's address)
(Elector's number on register]]

[the persan with this elector number: {Insert elector's number on
reguister)]

* If anonymous elector omit the words in the first set of square
braciefs, if not omif the words in the second sef of square
brackels

How to vote

1. When you receive your pestal vote, read the instructions carefully

2. Your postal vote includes your ballot paper and a postal voting
statement.

3. Complete both of these and return them immediately.

4. We need to receive your postal vote by 10pm on
[day/date of poll].

If you miss the post, you can hand in your pastal vote andfor the postal
vote of gthers at the councl office during office hours to a person
authorised te receive pestal votes, or at any polling station in the
constituency before 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

If you lose your postal vote or make a
mistake

= Please phone the helpline immediately.

# We can only issue a replacement postalvate
before Spm on [day/dare of deadline].

If you would rather vote in person, you must
cancel your postal vote before S5pm on [day’ date
of deadline]. Please note that when vating in
persen, yau must show an accepted form of
phaotographic identification and this must be your
own identification, not that of the persen you are
voting on behalf of. Far more information, please
[insert suggestion fo call helpline and/or visit
a refevant websile, as appropriare]

ﬁ If you need information in another format, please gal|
our helpline below,

‘_1 If you need help to vote, you can ask semeone you
know ar get independent help by calling our helpline:

[insert helpline or ather detalls including weabsite]

It is an offence to:

» vote using a ballot paper that was not sent
for your use or interfere with ancther voter's
ballot paper

» vote more than once at the same election,
unless you are voling on your own bahalf
and as a proxy for another person

« vote as a proxy on behall of mone than four
electors, of which no more than two may be
on behalf of other domestic electors (a
domestic elector 15 one who & not an
OVEISEAS OF Sarvice akector).

» vote as a proxy for someone if you knowthat
by lavw they ane not allowed to vale

The Retuming Officer issued this card,

If undelivered return to
[Inaer return address]

Form G: postal voting statement for use at a parliamentary election taken alone
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Election of Member of Parliament for the [insert name of
constituency] constituency

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name, Ballot paper number,

* Returning Officer to insert name but omit where sent to an anonymous
elecfor

(1) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is: (You
must sign inside the
box)

* Returning Officer to
indicate where the
elector has been granted
& waiver and that a
signature is not required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same election (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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¢ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. Foryour vote to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voting statement with
your ballot paper.

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voling
statement.

*Returning Officer fo indicate where the elector has been granted a waiver and that a signature is

nof required

3. Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross [ in the box next to your chaice on the ballot
paper.

4. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your votes may not count.

5. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

B. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andfor the postal vote of others at the
council office during office hours to a person authorised to receive postal votes or at any polling
station in the constituency before 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

7. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are
handing in to be accepted.

8. You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

9. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of
up to 5 family members or people for whom you provide reqular care,

10. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

11. If you would rather vote in person or ask someone else to vote on your behalf {if you are not
already an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date of
deadline]. If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted
photographic identification. If a persen is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their
own identification.

12. After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot paper, you cannot vote in person at a
polling station in this election.

€&¥ Getting help

= |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by
calling the helpline on finsert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell
anyone how you voted.

* Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English.

= |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can geta
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before 5pm on [dayj
[date] [month]. If you apply after Spm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement if
you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once in this election unless you are vating on your
own behalf and as a proxy for ancther persan,

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out whe you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, of to then reveal that information,

The Returning Officer issued this staterment. Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Form J: postal voting statement for use when a parliamentary poll is combined with another
poll but the postal ballots are not combined

Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Election of Member of Parliament for [insert name of
constituency] constituency

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name, Ballot paper number,

* Returning Officer to insert name but omit where sent to an anonymous
elecfor

(1) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year
* My Signature is: (You
must sign inside the
box)

* Returning Officer to
indicate where the
elector has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
reguired

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter’s ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same election (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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¢ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline
number]

1. For your vote to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voting statement with your ballot paper
for the UK Parliamentary election.

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this pestal voting staterent

*Returning Officer to indicate where the elector has been granted a waiver and that a signalfure is not
required

UK Parliamentary election (finsert colour] ballot paper)

« Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross @ in the box next to your choice on the ballot paper.
3. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vote may not count.

4. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

5. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote and/or the postal vote of others at the council
office during office hours to a person autherised to receive postal votes or at any pelling station in
the constituency before 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

6. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are handing in
to be accepted.

7.You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

&. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of up to
5 family members or people for whom you provide regular care.

5. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

10. Ifyouwould rather vote in person or ask someone else to vote on your behalf (if you are not
already an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date of deadline].
If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted photographic
identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their own
identification.

11.  After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot paper, you cannot vote in person ata
polling station in this election.

€¥ Getting help

= |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by
calling the helpline on finsert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell
anyone how you voted.,

* Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English,

= |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can get a
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before 5pm on
[day] [date] [month]. If you apply after Spm on [day before polif we can only issue a
replacement if you return this ballot pack in person,

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same election unless
you are voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out who
you are voting for whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal
that information.

The Returning Officer issued this statement.
Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Form K: statement as to postal ballot papers
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FORM K:

Regulation 81(1)(b)

STATEMENT AS TO POSTAL EALLOT PAPERS
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACTS

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
Constituency .......oove e
Date of Poll ................
A Issue of postal ballot papers Number

-

. Total number of postal ballot papers issued under regulation 71

2. Total number of postal ballot papers issued under regulation 77
(spoilt and returned for cancellation), regulation 78 {lost or not
received) and regulation 78A (cancelled due to change of address)

3. Total number of postal ballot papers cancelled under regulation
86A (where the first ballot paper was cancelled and retrieved)

4. Total number of postal ballot papers issued (items 1 to 3)

5. Total number of postal ballot papers cancelled under regulation

TBA

B(1) Receipt of and replacement postal ballot papers Number

6. Number of covering envelopes received by the returning officer or
at a polling station before the close of poll {excluding any
undelivered or returned under regulation 77(1) (speilt), regulation
78(1) (lost)y and regulation 86A (cancelled ballot papers) or rejected
under regulations 798, 79D, 82B and 82D)

7. Number of covering envelopes received by the returning officer
after the close of poll, excluding any returned as undelivered

8. Number of postal ballot papers returned spoilt for cancellation in
time for another ballot paper to be issued

9. Number of postal ballot papers replaced as lost or not received but
not returned for cancellation

10. Number of postal ballot papers cancelled and retrieved in time for
another ballot paper to be issued

Second page
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11. Number of postal ballot papers returned as spoilt too late for
another ballot paper to be issued

in items 12-18 record the number of postal ballot papers handed in at

a polling station or to the Returning Officer before the close of poll that

were rejected because of the following reasons:

{(A) The form accompanying the postal ballot papers handed in was not
fully completed (under regulation 798(1)(a) or regulation 82B(1)(a))

(B) the number of postal ballot papers handed in exceeded the
permitted number (under regulation 79B8(1)(b)&(c) or regulation
828(1)(b)&(c))

{C)the postal ballot papers were handed in by a political campaigner
not permifted to handle the postal ballot papers (under regulation
T9B(3) or regulation 82B(3))

in item 19 record the number of postal ballot papers that were rejected

because they were left behind with no form attached (under reguiation

780 or regulation 820)

12 Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A)

13. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (B}

14. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (C)

15. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A) AND (B)

16. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A) AND (C)

17. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (B) AND (C)

18. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A), (B) AND (C)

19. Number of postal ballot papers received at a polling station or by
the Returning Officer before the close of poll rejected as the postal
ballot papers were left behind with no form attached (under
regulation 79D or regulation 82D)

20. Number of covering envelopes returned as undelivered (up to the
10" day after the date of the poll)

21. Number of covering envelopes not received by the local returning
officer (by the 10 day after the date of the poll)

22 Total of numbers 6 to 21 (this should be the same as that in 4
above)
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Final page

B(2) Receipt of postal ballot papers — Postal voting statements Number

23. Number of covering envelopes set aside for the verification of
personal identifiers on postal voting statements

24. Number of postal voting statements subject to verification
procedure rejected as not completed {excluding prior cancellations)

25.Number of postal voting statements rejected following verification
procedures due to the personal identifiers on the postal voting
statement not matching those in the personal identifiers record
(excluding prior cancellations)

C Count of postal ballot papers Number

26. Number of ballot papers returned by postal voters which were
included in the count of ballot papers

27.Mumber of cases in which a covering envelope or its contents were
marked "Rejected" (cancellations under regulations 77, 78, 78A
and B6A are not rejections and should be included in items 2, 3, 5,
8 and 10 above, and postal ballot papers rejected under regulations
798, 79D, 82B and 82D should be recorded in items 1210 19
above)

Returning Officer

NOTE

This staterment is sent to the Sheriff Clerk. A copy must be sent to the Secretary of State
and to the Electoral Commission during a period of 5 days starting 10 days after the day of
the poll.

82



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

SCHEDULE 3 Regulation 5(2)(c) and (4)(c)

Local Authorities (Mayoral Elections) (England and Wales) Regulations 2007 forms

PART 1

Mayoral elections in England: standalone poll

Form 7A: postal voting statement — mayoral elections in England
Front of form

83



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Election of the Mayor for [insert name of authority]

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper number

* Returning Officer to insert name but omit where sent to an ancnymous
elector

(1) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
finsert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Maonth Year

* My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* Retumning Officer to
indicate where the
elector has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same election (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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¢¥ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on finsert helpline number]
1. For your vote to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal veting statement with
your ballot paper.

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voting
statement.

*Returning Officer to indicate where the elector has been granted a waiver and that & signature is
not required

3. Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross & in the box next to your chaice.

=S

. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vote may not count.

h

. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [dafe of poll].

. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote and/or the postal vote of others at the
council office during office hours to a person authorised to receive postal votes or at any polling
station in the area before 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

7. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are
handing in to be accepted.

8. You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

9. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of
up to 5 family members or people for whom you provide regular care.

10. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

11. If you would rather vote in person or ask someone else to vote on your behalf (if you are not
already an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date of
deadline]. If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted
photographic identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their
own identification.

12. After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot paper, you cannot vote in person at a
polling station in this election.

2]

¥ Getting help

* [fyou need help to vote, you can ask someans you know or get independent help by calling
the helpline on finsert helpling number]. The person helping you must not tell anyons how you
vioted

* Piease call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or languages other
than English.

* |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can get a replacement. Call
us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before Spm on [day] [date] [month]. If you apply
after 5pm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement if you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same election unless
you are vating on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out who
you are voting for whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal
that information.

The Returning Officer issued this statement.
Returning Officer fo add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Form 9A: official postal poll card (for use at mayoral elections in England)
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Front of card
Postal poll card Your details:
* [Elector's name and qualfying address delails
Election of the Mayor for the here]
[insert name of authority] * Retuming Officer to omit in both places g&m
Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year] ﬁ::; ‘i"; ﬂﬁ};’:ﬂ;ﬁm n;ﬂg!;; i
deliverad in a sealed envelope
'u'oting information Electoral register number:
We will send your postal vote around [day] Your postal vote

[date] [ month] [vear] Taddressed to:]

* Youwll receive a postal vote for this

election because you asked o vote
*[Elector’'s name and address] by post. !

& Youwill not be able to vote in a palling station.

« If you have not received your postal vote by
[day] [date] [month] call
linsert helpline number].

If yeu lose your postal vote or make a mistake
# Please phone the helpline immediately.

» We can only issue a replacement postal vote

beforeSpm on [day/'dare of deadline]
Please turn over

Rear of card
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How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the
instructions carefully.

2. Yeourpostal vole includes your baliot paper and a
pestal veting statement.

3. Complete both of these and return them
immediately.

4. 'Weneed to receive your postal vote by
10pm on [day/date of poll]

[ you miss the post, you can hand in your pestal vote
andior the postal vote of olhers at the council office during]
office hours to & person authonised to receive postal
voles, of at any polling station in the electoral area before
10pm on [day] [dafe of poli].

It is an offence to:

» vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or
interfere with another voter's ballot paper

# vote more than once at the same election, unless you are voting
on your own behalf and as a proxy for anather person

» vote as a proxy on behalf of more than four electors, of which no
more than two may be on behalf of other domestic electors (a
domestic elector is one who is not an overseas or senvice elector).

» vote as a proxy for sormeane if you know that by law they are
not allowed to vote

ﬂ If you need information in another format,
please call our helpline below.

” If you need help to vote, you can ask
someane you know or get independent
help by calling our helpline:

[Insert helpline and other details including websile]

The Returning Officer issued this card.

If you would rather vote in person, or ask someone else to
vote on your behalf

s you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date
of deadiine]

+  Please note that when voting in person, you or someane
who is voting on your behalf must show an accepted form of
photographic identification. For more information, please
finsert suggestion o call helpline andior visit a relevant
websile, as appropriate].

Whether you vete in person or via post, it is an offence
for someone to try to find out who you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper,
orto then reveal that infermation.

If undelivered return to
[Insert relurn address]

Form 11ZA: official proxy postal poll card (for use at mayoral elections in England)

Front of card
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Proxy postal poll card

Election of Mayor for
[insert name of authority]

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Voting information

We will send your postal vote around [day] [date]
[month] [year] *[addressed to:]

* [Proxy’s name and qualifying address details here]
* Returning Officer to omit where poll card sent to the proxy

of an anonymous elector. Poll card to proxy of an
anonymous elector must be defivered in a sealedanvelope.

Please turn over

Rear of card
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Voting as a proxy

** [The person named on the back of this card]
[Another person) has appointed you as a proxy to
vote on their behalf at this election,

**If sent to the proxy of an anonymous elector omit
the words in the first set of brackets, if not omit
the words in the second set of brackets.

Your postal vote

o Youwill receive a postal vate for this election
because you asked to vole by post

* Youwill not be able to vote as a proxy in a polling
station.

 If you have not received your postal vote

by [day] [date] [month] call [insert
helpline number].

Whether you vote in person or via post, itis
an offence for someone else to try to find out
who you are voting for whilst you are putting
your mark on your ballot paper, or to then
reveal that information.
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If you losa your postal vote or make a

For this election you are proxy for: mistake

* [(Elector's name) + Pleasa phone the helpline immediately.
(Elector's address) .
(Elsctor's number on register)] * We can only issue a replacement postal vote

befora Spm on [day/'date of deadline]

i . .
[the persan with this elector number: (insert eleclor's number on If you would rather vote in person, you must

registen] cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/ dare

* If anonymous elecior omif the words in the first set of sguare of deadline]. Please note that when vating in
brackels, if nof omit the words in the second set of sguare person, you must show an accepted form of
brackets photographic identification and this must be your

own identification, not that of the person you are

voting on behalf of. For more information, please
How to vote [insert suggestion to call helpline and/or visit
& relevant website, as appropriate]

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the instructions carefully.

Iti offi to:
2. Your postal vate includes your ballot paper and a postal voting s an aifence

staterment. + vote using a ballot paper that was not sent
fior your use or interfera with another voter's
3. Complete both of these and return them immediately. ballot paper
4. We need to receive your postal vote by 10pm on » vote more than once at the same election,
[day/’date of poli]. unless you are voting on your own behalf

and as a praxy for another parson
If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote and/or the postal

vote of others at the council office during office hours to a person * vote as a proxy on behalf of more than four
authonised to receve postal voles, or at any polling station in the local electors, of which no mare than two may be
authority area before 10pm on [day] [date of pell]. on behalf of other domestic electors (a
domestic elector is one who is not an
‘_‘ If you need information in ancther format, please cali overseas of senvice elector).
our helpline below. » vote as a proxy for somecne if you know that

by law they are not allowed to vote
The Returning Officer issued this card.

If undelivered return to
[Insert return address]

‘_’ If you need help to vote, you can ask someone you
know or get independent help by calling our helpline:

[insert helpline or other detafls inciuding weabsite]

PART 2

Mayoral elections in England: combined polls

Form 7A(1): postal voting statement for use when there is a joint issue and receipt of ballot
papers — mayoral elections in England

Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Election of the Mayor for [insert name of authority]

[Relevant Returning or Counting Officer fo insert title(s) of other election(s) and
referendums as appropriate]

Date of election(s) [and referendum(s)] [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot papers for them to
be counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper numbers

* Relevant Returning or Counting Officer to insert name but omit where sent
to an anonymous elector

(!) Check that the numbers on the backs of your ballot papers match the
numbers shown above. If they do not match, call us immediately on
[finsert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot papers numbered above were
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is: (You
must sign inside the
box)

* Relevant Returning
Officer or Counting
Officer to indicate where
the elector has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
reguired

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use
or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to vote more
than once at the same election [or referendum] (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Relevant Returning or Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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€) Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us an finsen helpline number]
1. For your votes to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voling staternent with all your ballot papers (listed below).
2 Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voling statement.

*Refevant Returning Officer or Counting Officer to indicale where the elecior has been granied a waiver and that a signature is nol
regquied

* UK Parliamentary election ([insert colour] ballot paper)
= [Vete for only one candidate by pulting a cross @ in the bex next (o your choice ]

* [Local government election)[Parish councll election] (fnsert colour] ballot paper)
= [Wote for only one candidate by puiting a cross @ in the box next to your choice )
= [Wele for no morae than candidates by putting & cross @ in the box next b0 each of your choktes ]

* London Assembly constituency membars election (finsert colowr] ballot paper)
= [vgie for only one candidate by putting a cross @ in the box nexdt o your choice, ]

* London Assembly London members election ([insert colour] ballot paper)
* [Vete only once by pulling a cross @ in the box next to your cheice.]

* London Mayoral election {{insert colour] ballot paper}
* \igole for enly one candidate by putting @ cross [ in the box next to your choice.

* Election of the Mayor for finsert name of authority] ([insert colour] ballot paper)
= ‘ole for only one candidate by putling a cross @ in the box next Lo your choice.

* Election of the Mayor for [insert combined authority name] ([insest colowr] ballot paper)
= ‘ote for only one candidate by putting & cross @ in the box next to your choice,

* [Specify other election/referendum (insert colour ballot paper)
= [ Specify voling insiructions in accordance with the legisiation governing the election or referendum]
* Relavant Refurning or Counting Officer fo add/amend as appropriale,

2. Donot mark the ballot pepers in any ofher way o your voles may nol count,

4. We must get your postal vole by 10pm on [day] [date of poil].

s Iyou miss the post, you can hand In your postal vole andior the postal vote of athers at the council office during office hours 1o a parsen
autherised to receive postal veles o al any polling station in the electorel area before 10pm on fday] fdate of pofi].

& fou will be provided with a form which you fust complete for the postal vile(s) yiou aré handing in to be accepted.

7. You can hand in your own postal votes and posial votes for up to 5 other volers.

u. Iyou are @ political campaigner - you can enly hand in your own postal vetes plus the votes of up te 5 family members or people for whom
you provide regular care,

o Donot put any postal voles in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

0. IFyou would rather vole in person or ask someone else to vole on your behalf (f you are not already an appointed proxy) you must cancel
your postal vote before Spm on [dayidate of deadine]. if you decide to cancel and vole in person, you will need to bring & form of accepted
photographic identification. If a person Is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring thelr own identification

1. After we receive your postal wvoling statement and ballct papers, you cannot wole in person at a palling station in [this] [these] election(s)
and referendumis)]

Getting help

If you need help to vote, you can ask someane you know or get independent help by calling the
helpline on [insert heipline number]. The person helping you must not tell anyone how you voted,

= Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or languages
other than English.

= [f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot papers or this statement, you can geta
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before 5pm on [day]
[date] [month]. If you apply after Spm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement if
you return this ballot pack in persen.

Electoral fraud Is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same election [or referendum] unless you are voting an
your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you vole in person or via post, it is an offence for someone Lo try to find out who you are voting for whilst you are
pulting your mark an your ballot paper, or to then reveal that infermation,

The [Relevant Returning § Counting] Officer issued this statemend
FRelevant Returning or Counting Officer to add piclorial guidance a3 aporoprale.
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Form 7A(2): postal voting statement for use when a mayoral election is combined with another
poll but the postal ballots are not combined — mayoral elections in England

Front of form

Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Election of the Mayor for [insert name of authority]

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper number

* Returning Officer to insert name but omit where sent to an anonymous
elector

{!) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
finsert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

¥ My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

¥ Returning Qfficer to
indicate where the
elector has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
reguired

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter’s ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same election (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form

92



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

¢¥ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert
helpline number]

1. For your vote ta be counted, you must fill in and retum this postal voting statement with your baliot paper for the
election of the Mayor for [insert name of authority].

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voting statement
* Returning Officer to indicale where the elector has been granted 8 wakver and that @ signature i nol required

Election of the Mayor for [insert name of authority] ([insert colour] ballot paper)

* ote foronly one candidate by putting a cross @ in the box next to your choice.
3. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vote may not count

4. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [dare of poll].

5. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote and/or the postal vote of others at the council office during office
heurs to a persen authorised fo receive postal votes or at any polling station in the electoral area before 10pm on [day]
[date of poli].

&. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are handing in to be accepted

7. You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

a, If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the vates of up to 5 family members or
people for whom you provide regular care.

9. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

10. I you would rather vote in person or ask someone else to vote on your behalf (if you are not already an appointed
proxy) you must cancel your postal vote befare Spm on [day/date of deadline]. If you decide to cancel and vote in person,
you will need to bring a form of accepted photographic identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they
riesed B0 bring their own identification.

1. After we receive your postal voling statement and ballot paper, you cannot vote in persen at a polling station in this
election,

¢¥ Getting help

= |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get
independent help by calling the helpline on finsert helpfine number].
The person helping you must not tell anyone how you voted.

= Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in
Braille or languages other than English.

= |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this
statement, you can get a replacement. Call us immediately as we can
only issue a replacement before 5pm on [day] [date] [month]. If you
apply after 5pm on [day before poli] we can only issue a replacement
if you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same election unless
you are voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for ancther person.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out who
you are voting for whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal
that information.

The Returning Officer issued this statement.
Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriste.

Form 9A: official postal poll card (for use at mayoral elections in England)
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Front of card
Postal poll card Your details:
* [Elector's name and qualfying address delails
Election of the Mayor for the here]
[insert name of authority] * Retuming Officer to omit in both places g&m
Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year] ﬁ::; ‘i"; ﬂﬁ};’:ﬂ;ﬁm n;ﬂg!;; i
deliverad in a sealed envelope
'u'oting information Electoral register number:
We will send your postal vote around [day] Your postal vote

[date] [ month] [vear] Taddressed to:]

* Youwll receive a postal vote for this

election because you asked o vote
*[Elector’'s name and address] by post. !

& Youwill not be able to vote in a palling station.

« If you have not received your postal vote by
[day] [date] [month] call
linsert helpline number].

If yeu lose your postal vote or make a mistake
# Please phone the helpline immediately.

» We can only issue a replacement postal vote

beforeSpm on [day/'dare of deadline]
Please turn over

Rear of card
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How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the
instructions carefully.

2. Yeourpostal vole includes your baliot paper and a
pestal veting statement.

3. Complete both of these and return them
immediately.

4. 'Weneed to receive your postal vote by
10pm on [day/date of poll]

[ you miss the post, you can hand in your pestal vote
andior the postal vote of olhers at the council office during]
office hours to & person authonised to receive postal
voles, of at any polling station in the electoral area before
10pm on [day] [dafe of poli].

It is an offence to:

» vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or
interfere with another voter's ballot paper

# vote more than once at the same election, unless you are voting
on your own behalf and as a proxy for anather person

» vote as a proxy on behalf of more than four electors, of which no
more than two may be on behalf of other domestic electors (a
domestic elector is one who is not an overseas or senvice elector).

» vote as a proxy for sormeane if you know that by law they are
not allowed to vote

ﬂ If you need information in another format,
please call our helpline below.

” If you need help to vote, you can ask
someane you know or get independent
help by calling our helpline:

[Insert helpline and other details including websile]

The Returning Officer issued this card.

If you would rather vote in person, or ask someone else to
vote on your behalf

s you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date
of deadiine]

+  Please note that when voting in person, you or someane
who is voting on your behalf must show an accepted form of
photographic identification. For more information, please
finsert suggestion o call helpline andior visit a relevant
websile, as appropriate].

Whether you vete in person or via post, it is an offence
for someone to try to find out who you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper,
orto then reveal that infermation.

If undelivered return to
[Insert relurn address]

Form 11ZA: official proxy postal poll card (for use at mayoral elections in England)

Front of card
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Proxy postal poll card

Election of Mayor for
[insert name of authority]

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Voting information

We will send your postal vote around [day] [date]
[month] [year] *[addressed to:]

* [Proxy’s name and qualifying address details here]
* Returning Officer to omit where poll card sent to the proxy

of an anonymous elector. Poll card to proxy of an
anonymous elector must be defivered in a sealedanvelope.

Please turn over

Rear of card
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Voting as a proxy

** [The person named on the back of this card]
[Another person) has appointed you as a proxy to
vote on their behalf at this election,

**If sent to the proxy of an anonymous elector omit
the words in the first set of brackets, if not omit
the words in the second set of brackets.

Your postal vote

o Youwill receive a postal vate for this election
because you asked to vole by post

* Youwill not be able to vote as a proxy in a polling
station.

 If you have not received your postal vote

by [day] [date] [month] call [insert
helpline number].

Whether you vote in person or via post, itis
an offence for someone else to try to find out
who you are voting for whilst you are putting
your mark on your ballot paper, or to then
reveal that information.
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If you losa your postal vote or make a

For this election you are proxy for: mistake

* [(Elector's name) + Pleasa phone the helpline immediately.
(Elector's address) .
(Elsctor's number on register)] * We can only issue a replacement postal vote

befora Spm on [day/'date of deadline]

i . .
[the persan with this elector number: (insert eleclor's number on If you would rather vote in person, you must

registen] cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/ dare

* If anonymous elecior omif the words in the first set of sguare of deadline]. Please note that when vating in
brackels, if nof omit the words in the second set of sguare person, you must show an accepted form of
brackets photographic identification and this must be your

own identification, not that of the person you are

voting on behalf of. For more information, please
How to vote [insert suggestion to call helpline and/or visit
& relevant website, as appropriate]

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the instructions carefully.

Iti offi to:
2. Your postal vate includes your ballot paper and a postal voting s an aifence

staterment. + vote using a ballot paper that was not sent
fior your use or interfera with another voter's
3. Complete both of these and return them immediately. ballot paper
4. We need to receive your postal vote by 10pm on » vote more than once at the same election,
[day/’date of poli]. unless you are voting on your own behalf

and as a praxy for another parson
If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote and/or the postal

vote of others at the council office during office hours to a person * vote as a proxy on behalf of more than four
authonised to receve postal voles, or at any polling station in the local electors, of which no mare than two may be
authority area before 10pm on [day] [date of pell]. on behalf of other domestic electors (a
domestic elector is one who is not an
‘_‘ If you need information in ancther format, please cali overseas of senvice elector).
our helpline below. » vote as a proxy for somecne if you know that

by law they are not allowed to vote
The Returning Officer issued this card.

If undelivered return to
[Insert return address]

‘_’ If you need help to vote, you can ask someone you
know or get independent help by calling our helpline:

[insert helpline or other detafls inciuding weabsite]

SCHEDULE 4 Regulation 6(2)(c) and (4)(d)

Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (England) Regulations 2012 forms

PART 1

Local Government Act referendums: standalone poll

Postal voting statement
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Referendum on how [insert name of council] Council is run

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper number

* Counting Officer to insert name buf omit where sent to an anonymous
elector

(1) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* Counting Officer to
indicate where the
voter has been
granted & waiver and
that a signature is not
required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter’s ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same referendum (unless you are
appointed as a proxy).

Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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¢¥ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. For your vote to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal veting statement with
your ballot paper.

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voting
statement.

*Counting Officer to indicate where the vofer has been granted a waiver and that a signature is
not required

3. Vote only once by putting a cross [# in the box next to your choice.
. Do not mark the ballot papers in any other way or your votes may not count.

4
5. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll].
6

. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote and/or the postal vote of others at the
council office during office hours to a person authorised to receive postal votes or at any polling
station used for the referendum before 10pm on [day] [date of poli].

7. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are
handing in to be accepted.
8. You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

9. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of
up to 5 family members or people for whom you provide regular care.

10. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

11. If you would rather vote in person ar ask someone else to vote on your behalf (if you are not
already an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date of
deadline]. If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted
photographic identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their
own identification.

12. After we receive your postal veoting statement and ballot paper, you cannot vate in person at a
polling station in this referendum.

&) Getting help

= |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by
calling the helpline on finserf helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell
anyone how you voted.

* Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English.

* If you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can get a
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before 5pm on [day]
[date] fmonth]. If you apply after Spm on {day before poll] we can only issue a replacement if
you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once in this referendum unless you are voting on
your own behalf and as a proxy for another parson.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out how you are voting whilst
you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that information.

The Counting Officer issued this statement,
Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Official postal poll card (to be sent to a voter voting by post)
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Front of card
Postal poll card Your details:
* Woler's name and quakfying address detals
Referendum on how here]
[insert name of council] Council is run * Counting Oificer 1o Mfl;gmmfm sent
to an anonymous voler Foll card to an
Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year] anon & voler must be delivered in &
sealed envelope
'u'oting information Electoral register number:
We will send your postal vote around [day] Your postal vote

[date] [ month] [vear] Taddressed to:]

* Youwll receive a postal vote for this

, referendum because you asked to
"[Voter's name and address] wote by post. e

*Counting Officer to omit where poll card senl fo an anonymous voler, + Youwill not be able to vote in a palling station,

« If you have not received your postal vote by
[day] [date] [month] call
linsert helpline number].

If yeu lose your postal vote or make a mistake
# Please phone the helpline immediately.

» We can only issue a replacement postal vote

beforeSpm on [day/'dare of deadline]
Please turn over

Rear of form
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How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the
instructions carefully.

2. Yourpostal vate incledes your ballot paper and a
postal veling statement

3. Complete both of these and retum them
mmedalely.

4. We need to receive your pastal vole by
10pm on [day/date of poll].

If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote
andior the postal vote of others at the council office during
office hours to @ person authorsed to receive postal
wveles, of at any polling stafion used for the referendum
before 10pm on [day] [date of poi].

It is an offence to:

o vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or
interfiere with another voter's ballot paper

o vete more than once at the same referendum, unless you are
voting an your own behalf and as a proxy for ancther persan

o vete as a proxy on behalf of more than four voters, of which no more
than two may be on behalf of other domestic voters (a domestic
voter is one who is not an overseas or service voter).

o vote as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are
not allowed o vote

“ If you need information in another format,
please call our helpline below.

“ If you need help to vote, you can ask
someone you know or get independent
help by calling our helpline:

[Insert hedpling and other defalls including websie]

The Counting Officer issued this card,

If you would rather vote in person, or ask someone else to
vote an your behalf

+  you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date
of deadline].

+ Please note that when voting in person, you or someone
who is veting on your behalf must show an accepted form of
photographic identification. For mare information, please
fingert suggeslion fo call hefpline andfor visit a relevant
website, as appropriafe].

Whether you vote in person or via pest, it is an offence
far someone to try to find cut who you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper,
or to then reveal that information.

If undelivered return to
fingert refurn address)

Official proxy postal poll card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post)

Front of card

101




Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

Proxy postal poll card

Referendum on how
[insert name of council] Council is run

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year]

Voting as a proxy

** [The person named on the back of this card]
T 3 [Another person) has appointed you as a proxy to
Voting information vote on their behalf at this referendum.

We will send your postal vote around [day] [date] ** If sent to the proxy of an anonymous voler omit
the words in the first set of bracksts, if not omit

* “
[month] [year] *[addressed to'] the words in the second set of brackefs.
Your postal vote

* [Proxy’s name and qualifying address details here] Vouul . 181 vote for th
. . ) this
Counting Officer to omit where poll card sent to the proxy ® vouwilreceive a postal voie for
of an anonymous vater. Poll card to proxy of an referencum because you asked to vote by

ananymous elector must be defivered in a sealedenvelope. post.
» Youwill nat be able to vote as a proxy in a polling

station.

» [f you have not received your postal vote
by [day] [date] [month] call [insert
helpline number].

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is
an offence for someone else to try to find out
who you are voting for whilst you are putting
Please turn over your mark on your ballot paper, or to then
reveal that information.

Rear of form
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If you lose your postal vote or make a

For this referendum you are proxy for: mistake

* [(Veter's name) # Please phone the helpline immediately.
{Voler's address) )
{Vioter's number on register]] & We can only issue a replacement postal vote

betore 5pm on [day'date of deadline].

th with this elect ber: {insert elfector's numb )
[the person 's elector number: (I s numaeron If you would rather vote in person, you must

is!
registen] cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day’ dare
* if anonymous voler omif the words in the first sel of square of deadline]. Please note that when veting in
brackels, if nof omit the words in the second sel of square person, you must show an accepted form of
brackels phatographic identification and this must be your

own identification, not that of the person you are
H voting on behalf of. For more information, please

ow to vote [insert suggestion to call helpline and/or visit
a relevant website, as appropriate]

1. When you receive your postal vate, read the instructions carefully.

. i I voti
2. Your postal vote includes your ballot paper and a postal voting K Is 2 offence fo:

statement.
) ) # vote using a ballot paper that was not sent
3. Complete both of these and return them immediately. for your lﬂt m“.e,?,;':fwﬂh another voler's ballat
4. We need to recene your postal vote by 10pm on Paper
[day/date of poli]. » vote more than once at the same referendum,
unless you are voling on your own behalf and as
If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andor the postal & proxy for another person
vote of others at the council office during office hours to a person « vate as a proxy on behalf of more than four volers,
authorised to receive postal votes, or at any polling station used for the of which no mere than twe may be on behalf of
referendum before 10pm on [day] [date of poll]. other domeastic volers (a domestic voler is one

wha is not en overseas or service voler).

‘_‘ If you need information in another format, please call our # vote as a proky for someone f ycu know that by

helpiing below. law they are not allowed Lo vote
“ If you need help to vote, you can ask Someone you know or The Counting Officer issued this card,
get independent help by calling our helpline: If undelivered return to

finsertelpline or other detalls including website] finsertreturn address]

PART 2

Local Government Act referendums: combined poll
Postal voting statement (for use where there is joint issue and receipt of postal ballot papers)
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Referendum on how [insert name of council] Council is run

[Relevant Returning or Counting Officer fo insert title(s) of other election(s) and
referendums as appropriate]

Date of [election(s)] [and] [referendum(s)] [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot papers for them to
be counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper numbers

* Relevant Returning or Counting Officer to insert name but omit where sent
to an anonymous elector

(!) Check that the numbers on the backs of your ballot papers match the
numbers shown above. If they do not match, call us immediately on
[finsert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot papers numbered above were
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* Relavant Returning
Officer or Counting
Officer to indicate where
fhe voter has been
granted a waiver and
fhat a signature is not
required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use
or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to vote more
than once at the same election [or referendum] (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Relevant Returning or Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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€ Instructions for voting by post

[Pl read threugh casefully, IT you need Relp, please call s on Jimsen fedpiioe qunibed]
1. For your vates b be countod, you must Al in and reburs this postal woting ststomant with all your ballot papers sted bolow),
Z, Make suro you have Bed in the date of birth * [and 3ignature] box[es) en this postal voting statement,

* Rekvant Retuing Officer or Cawnting OFicer 1o Indicate vhere (ha woier has basn grantod & waher and that & skpnatune iz nol reguingd

* UK Parliamentary election {finser colour ballod papen
= [Wots for onty one candidate by potting @ crass B in the bes met (o your choics ]

* [Le<al gevernment dection] [Pasish council election] (finser coloor]ballat paper)
= [Wobe for only one candidate by putting a crass B in the bex mest o yeur cheios ]
*=  [Wote for no mane than candidates by putting a cross B in the box next to each of your choices ]

* London Azsembly conslitiency members election finsen colou] ballot paper)
= [Wobe for onily Ofk Candidate by pullinga crost @ i the box ned U your chaice ]

™ London Assembly London members election ([insert colow] ballot papery
= [Wolo only eide by putting a cross @ in the box newt to your choice.]

* London Mayaral election ([imsert colour] ballat paper)
*=  iote for only one candidate by putting & cross @ in the box nest Lo your choe.
*Referendum on how [insert rame of council] Cound] |8 run (finsen colour] ballot paper]
= Wole only once by putting a cross @ in the bax nesdt te your choice.

* [Specily other] electionireferendum (finsert coloor] ballod pagen)
= [Specily voling inSrUctions it SeoRBncE wil i Mgt Goverming (he election ar refanmodun
* Ratwvaal Ridurmng o Counting Ocer (o sodsmend a3 ipampvisie

3. Donot mark the ballot papers in any othar wiay or your votes may not count.

4. We must get your postal wolo by 10pim on [day] [date of poll.

S, Ifyou méss e past, you can hand in yeur pestal vole andior the postal vele of cthers at the coundil ofbze during office bours 1o @ persen autherised o receive
postal voles o st any poling station & the sroa boforn 10pm on [day] fdate of podl]

i, You will be provided with a form which you must completn for the postal vote(s) you are handing in to be accepled.

7. Youcan hand in your own pastal vebe amd postal voles for up o 5 olfer volers.

. I you are s political campaigrer - you can only Band in your own postal vobe plus the vobtes of up to 5 farily members or people far whiom you provide regular
cars,

o, Donot put any postal wotes in the bemar bow of the councll ofce as they will be rejected

10, 1 o woUlE ratar vobi in PErEON oF S1K BOMecns &l 10 wote on your bahall (i You ane not akeady an spponted proxy) ¥ou must cancel your postal vote
before Epm on [dayidaie of deadiine). If you deckde to cancel and wote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted photographic identification. I a
persen is woting on your bahalf as proxy they noed to bring their own identifcation

i1, Aler w recedng your posial veing stabement and baBsi papers. you carmel wole in person ot a polleng stetion in [this] Fhese] [electan(s)] [end] [refereedumiz]]

¥ Getting help

= [fyou need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by calling the
helpline on finsert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell anyone how you voted.

= Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or languages
other than English.

= [fyou make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot papers or this staterment, you can get a
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before Spm on [day]
[date] [month]. If you apply after Spm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement if
you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same [election or] referendum
unless you are voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another parson.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out who you are
voting for whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that information.

The [Returning f Counting] Officer issued this statemant.
Refevant Returning or Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as aporopriate.

Postal voting statement (for use when a referendum poll is combined with another poll but the
postal ballot papers are not combined)

Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Referendum on how [insert name of council] Council is run

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper number

* Counting Officer to insert name but omit where sent to an anonymous
elector

{!) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
finsert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

¥ My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

¥ Counting Officer fo
indicate where the vofer
has been granted a
waiver and that &
signature is not required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter’s ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same referendum (unless you are
appointed as a proxy).

Counting Officer fo add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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¢ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. For yeur vete to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal vating statement with your ballat paper for the
Referendum on how [insert name of councilf Council is run.

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this pestal voling statement.

* Counting Officer o [nalcate wihare the volar has been granted a waiver and thal a signature is not required

Referendum on how for [insert name of council] Council is run ([insert colour] ballot paper)

. Vote only once by putting a cross 3 in the box next to your choice.

. W must get your postal vate by 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

. If you miss the pest, you can hand in your pestal vote andfor the postal vote of others at the council office during office
hours to a person authorsed io receive postal votes or at any polling station used for the referendum before 10pm an
[day] [date of pali].

7. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vete(s) you are handing into be accepled,

8. You can hand in your own pestal vole and postal voles for up to 5 other voters.

G, If you are a paliical campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of up to 5 family members or
people for whom you provide regular care.

10, Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected

11, If you would rather vate in person or ask someone else to vote an your behalf (if you are net already an appointed
proxy) you must cancel your postal vote bafore Spm on [day/date of deadline]. If you decide to cancel and vate in persan,
you will need to bring a form of accepted photographic identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they
need o bring their own identification.

12, After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot paper, you cannot vote in person at a polling station in this
referendum

]
<. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your votes may not count.
5
(=1

¢) Getting help

= |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get
independent help by calling the helpline on [insert helpline number].
The person helping you must not tell anyone how you voted.

= Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in
Braille or languages other than English.

= |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this
statement, you can get a replacement. Call us immediately as we can
only issue a replacement before 5pm on [day] [date] [month]. If you
apply after 5pm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement
if you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same referendum
unless you are voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.
Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out how

you are voting whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that
information.

The Counting Officer issued this staterment.
Counting Officer to add picforial guidance as appropriate,

Official postal poll card (to be sent to a voter voting by post)
Front of card

107



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:

The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

Postal poll card Your details:
* Woler's name and quakfying address detals
Referendum on how here]
[insert name of council] Council is run * Counting Officer lo omit l;vgmmfcard sent
o an anonymous voler. Il card lo an
Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year] anon & voler must be delivered in &
sealed envelope
'u'oting information Electoral register number:

We will send your postal vote around [day]

Your postal vote
[date] [ month] [vear] Taddressed to:]

* Youwll receive a postal vote for this

, referendum because you asked to
"[Voter's name and address] wote by post. e

*Counting Officer to omit where poll card senl fo an anonymous voler, + Youwill not be able to vote in a palling station,

« If you have not received your postal vote by
[day] [dare] [month] call
linsert helpline number].

If yeu lose your postal vote or make a mistake
# Please phone the helpline immediately.

» We can only issue a replacement postal vote

beforeSpm on [day/'dare of deadline]
Please turn over

Rear of card
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How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the
instructions carefully.

2. Yourpostal vate incledes your ballot paper and a
postal veling statement

3. Complete both of these and retum them
mmedalely.

4. We need to receive your pastal vole by
10pm on [day/date of poll].

If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote
andior the postal vote of others at the council office during
office hours to @ person authorsed to receive postal
wveles, of at any polling stafion used for the referendum
before 10pm on [day] [date of poi].

It is an offence to:

o vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or
interfiere with another voter's ballot paper

o vete more than once at the same referendum, unless you are
voting an your own behalf and as a proxy for ancther persan

o vete as a proxy on behalf of more than four voters, of which no more
than two may be on behalf of other domestic voters (a domestic
voter is one who is not an overseas or service voter).

o vote as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are
not allowed o vote

“ If you need information in another format,
please call our helpline below.

“ If you need help to vote, you can ask
someone you know or get independent
help by calling our helpline:

[Insert hedpling and other defalls including websie]

The Counting Officer issued this card,

If you would rather vote in person, or ask someone else to
vote an your behalf

+  you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date
of deadline].

+ Please note that when voting in person, you or someone
who is veting on your behalf must show an accepted form of
photographic identification. For mare information, please
fingert suggeslion fo call hefpline andfor visit a relevant
website, as appropriafe].

Whether you vote in person or via pest, it is an offence
far someone to try to find cut who you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper,
or to then reveal that information.

If undelivered return to
fingert refurn address)

Official proxy postal poll card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post)

Front of card
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Proxy postal poll card

Referendum on how
[insert name of council] Council is run

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year]

Voting as a proxy

** [The person named on the back of this card]
T 3 [Another person) has appointed you as a proxy to
Voting information vote on their behalf at this referendum.

We will send your postal vote around [day] [date] ** If sent to the proxy of an anonymous voler omit
the words in the first set of bracksts, if not omit

* “
[month] [year] *[addressed to'] the words in the second set of brackefs.
Your postal vote

* [Proxy’s name and qualifying address details here] Vouul . 181 vote for th
. . ) this
Counting Officer to omit where poll card sent to the proxy ® vouwilreceive a postal voie for
of an anonymous vater. Poll card to proxy of an referencum because you asked to vote by

ananymous elector must be defivered in a sealedenvelope. post.
» Youwill nat be able to vote as a proxy in a polling

station.

» [f you have not received your postal vote
by [day] [date] [month] call [insert
helpline number].

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is
an offence for someone else to try to find out
who you are voting for whilst you are putting
Please turn over your mark on your ballot paper, or to then
reveal that information.

Rear of card
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If you lose your postal vote or make a

For this referendum you are proxy for: mistake

* [(Veter's name) # Please phone the helpline immediately.
{Voler's address) )
{Vioter's number on register]] & We can only issue a replacement postal vote

betore 5pm on [day'date of deadline].

th with this elect ber: {insert elfector's numb )
[the person 's elector number: (I s numaeron If you would rather vote in person, you must

is!
registen] cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day’ dare
* if anonymous voler omif the words in the first sel of square of deadline]. Please note that when veting in
brackels, if nof omit the words in the second sel of square person, you must show an accepted form of
brackels phatographic identification and this must be your

own identification, not that of the person you are
H voting on behalf of. For more information, please

ow to vote [insert suggestion to call helpline and/or visit
a relevant website, as appropriate]

1. When you receive your postal vate, read the instructions carefully.

. i I voti
2. Your postal vote includes your ballot paper and a postal voting K Is 2 offence fo:

statement.
) ) # vote using a ballot paper that was not sent
3. Complete both of these and return them immediately. for your lﬂt m“.e,?,;':fwﬂh another voler's ballat
4. We need to recene your postal vote by 10pm on Paper
[day/date of poli]. » vote more than once at the same referendum,
unless you are voling on your own behalf and as
If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andor the postal & proxy for another person
vote of others at the council office during office hours to a person « vate as a proxy on behalf of more than four volers,
authorised to receive postal votes, or at any polling station used for the of which no mere than twe may be on behalf of
referendum before 10pm on [day] [date of poll]. other domeastic volers (a domestic voler is one

wha is not en overseas or service voler).

‘_‘ If you need information in another format, please call our # vote as a proky for someone f ycu know that by

helpiing below. law they are not allowed Lo vote
“ If you need help to vote, you can ask Someone you know or The Counting Officer issued this card,
get independent help by calling our helpline: If undelivered return to

finsertelpline or other detalls including website] finsertreturn address]

SCHEDULE 5 Regulation 7(2)(c) and (4)(d)

Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council
Tax Increases) (England) Regulations 2012 forms

PART 1

Local Government Finance Act referendums: standalone poll

Postal voting statement
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Referendum on the Council Tax increase for [insert name of
authority]

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper number,

* Counting Officer to insert name but omit where sent to an anonymous
elector

(1) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
finsert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* Counting Officer to
indicate where the
voter has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter’'s ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same referendum (unless you are
appointed as a proxy).

Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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€} Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. For your vote ta be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voting statement with your ballot
paper.

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box]es] on this postal voting statement
*Counting Officer to indicate where the voter has been granted a waiver and thal a signalure is not reguired

3. Vote only once by putting a cross B in the box next to your choice,
. Do not mark the ballot papers in any other way or your votes may not count.

4
5. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll]
6.1t you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote and/or the postal vote of others at the council office

during office hours to a person authorised to receive postal votes or at any polling station used for the
referendum before 10pm on [day] [date of poil].

7. You will be provided with a farm which you must complete for the postal vete(s) you are handing in to be
accepled.

8. Youcanhandin your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

9. Ifyou are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of up to 5 family
members or people for whom you pravide regular care.

10. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

11, If you would rather vate in person or ask someone else to vate on your behalf (if you are not already an
appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date of deadline]. If you decide to
cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted photographic identification. IF a person
Is vating on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their own identification

12, After we receive your postal voting staterment and ballot paper, you cannot vate in person at a pelling
station in this referendum.

€¥ Getting help

= |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by
calling the helpline on finsert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell
anyone how you voted.

* Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English.

= |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can geta
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before Spm on [day]
[date] [month]. If you apply after 5pm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement if
you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same referendum unless you
are voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out how you are
voting whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that information.

The Counting Officer issued this staterent,
Counting Officer fo add pictorial guidance as appropriate.
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Official postal poll card (to be sent to a voter voting by post)

Front of card
Your details:
Postal poll card our detalls
- . * [Voter's name and qualiyng address defais
Referendum on the Council Tax increase for here]
[insert name of authority] * Counting Officer to omit where poll card sent
ta an anonymous voler. FPoll card to an
anonymous voler must be delfivered in a
Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year] scakd omelope
Electoral register num ber:
Voting information
Your postal vote
We will send your postal vote around [day] o Youwdl receive a postal vote for this
[date] [ month] [vear] 'laddressed to:] referendum because you asked to
vote by post.
“{Voter's name and address] # Youwill not be able to vote in a polling station
"Counling Officer to omil where poll card sent to an ancnymous voler, » |fyou have not received your postal vote by
[day] [date] [month] call
[insert heipline number].

If you lose your postal vote or make a mistake
» Please phone the helpline immediately.

» We can only issue a replacement postal vote
beforeSpm on [day/date of deadline].

Please turn over

Rear of form
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How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the
instructions carefully.

2. Yourpostel vole incledes your ballot paper and a
postal veling statement.

3. Complete both of these and retum them
immedately.

4. We need to receive your postal vobe by
10pm on [day/date of poll].

I you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote
andfor the postal vote of others at the councll office during
office hours to a person authorised to receive postal
woles, of at any polling station used in the referendum
before 10pm on [day] [date of poil].

It is an offence to:

» viote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or
interfere with another voter's ballot paper

vote more than once at the same referendum, unless you are

voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person

vote as a proxy on behalf of more than four voters, of which no more
than two may be on behalf of other domestic voters (a domestic
voter is one who is not an overseas or service voter).

vote as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are
not allowed tovote

“ If you need information in another format,
please call our helpline below.

ﬂ If you need help to vote, you can ask

someone you know or get independent
help by calling our helpline:

[insert helpline and other defais including website]

The Counting Officer issued this card.

If you would rather vote in person, or ask someone else to
vote on your behalf

o you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on fday/date
of deadline].

+ Please note that when voting in person, you or someone
who is voting on your behalf must show an accepted form of
photographic identification. For mare information, please
{insert suggestion fo call helpline andior visi a refevant
website, as appropriafe].

‘Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence
far someone to try to find out who you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper,
orto then reveal that information.

If undelivered retumn to
[insert refurn address]

Official proxy postal poll card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post)

Front of form
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Proxy postal poll card

Referendum on the Council Tax increase for
finsert name of authority]

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year]

Voting information

We will send your postal vote around [day] [date]
[month] [year] *[addressed to:]

* [Proxy’s name and qualifying address detarls here]

* Counting Officer to omit where poll card sent to the proxy
of an ancnymous voler. Poll card to proxy of an
anonhymous voler must be delivered in a sealadenvelope.

Please turn over

Rear of card
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Voting as a proxy

** [The person named on the back of this card]
[Another person] has appointed you as a proxy to
vote on their behaif at this referendum.

= If senf to the proxy of an anonymous voler omit

the words in the first set of brackels, if not omit
the words in the second set of brackets.

Your postal vote

® Youwill receive a postal vote for this
referendum because you asked to vote by
post,

e Youwill not be able to vote as a proxy in a polling
station.

 If you have not received your postal vote
by [day] [date] [month] call [insert
helpline number].

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is
an offence for somecne else to try to find out
who you are voting for whilst you are putting
your mark on your ballot paper, or to then
reveal that information.
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For this referendum you are proxy for:

* [(Voter's name)
(Vioter's address)
{Voler's number on register)]

[the person with this elector number: (insert elector's number on

register]]
* Ifancnymous voler omif the words in the first sel of square

brackels, if nof omit the words in the second sef of square
brackels

How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the instructions carefully.

2. Your postal vote includes your ballot paper and a postal voting

statement.
3. Complete both of these and return them immediately.

4. We need to recene your postal vote by 10pm on
[day/date of pol]

If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote and/or the postal

vote of others at the council office during office hours to a person

authorsed to receve postal votes, or at any polling station used for the

referendum before 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

If you lose your postal vote armake a
mistake
» Please phone the helpline immediately.

» W can only issue a replacement postal vote
betore Spm on [daydate of deadline].

If you would rather vote in parson, you must
cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/ date
of deadline]. Please note that when veting in
person, you must show an accepted form of
photographic identification and this must be your
own identification, not that of the person you are
voting on behalf of. For more information, please
[insert suggestion to call helpline and/or visit
a relevant website, as appropriate]

‘_‘ If you need information in another format, please call our
helpline below.

‘." If you need help to vole, you can ask someone you knowor

get independent help by calling our helpline:
[insert helpiime or other detafls including websitef

PART 2

It is an offence to:

» vote using a ballot paper that was not sent
for your use of interfere with ancther voler's bablot
paper

# vole more than once at the same referendum,
unless you are voling on your own behalf and as
a proxy for ancther person

+ vote as a proxry on behalf of more than four volers,
of which no mere than two may be on behaif of
cther demestic volers (a domestic voler is one
whois not an overseas of service voter).

» vole as a proxy for someone if you know that by
|aw they are not allowed to viole

The Counting Officer issued this card.

If undelivered return to
[Insert return address]

Local Government Finance Act referendums: combined polls
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Postal voting statement (for use where there is joint issue and receipt of postal ballot papers)
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Referendum on the Council Tax increase for [insert name of
authority]

[Relevant Returning or Counting Officer to insert title(s) of other election(s) and
referendums as appropriate]

Date of election(s) [and referendum(s)] [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot papers for them to
be counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper numbers

* Relevant Returning or Counting QOfficer fo insert name but omit where sent
to an anonymous elector

(1) Check that the numbers on the backs of your ballot papers match the
numbers shown above. If they do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot papers numbered above were
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Manth Year

* My Signature is: (You
must sign inside the
box)

= Ralavant Retuming Officer
ar Counting Officer to
indicale whers the voler
has been granied a waiver
and that a signature is not
reguired

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use
or interfere with another voter’s ballot paper. It is an offence to vote more
than once at the same election [or referendum] (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Refevant Returning or Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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€ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. Fer your votes to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voting statement with all your
ballot papers (listed below).

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal veting
staterment,

* Relevant Returning Officer or Counting Officer fo indicate where the voler has been granted a
waiver and that a signature is nof required

* UK Parliamentary election ([insert colour] ballot paper)
= [Wote for only one candidate by putting a cross @ in the box next to your chaice )

* [Local government election]/[Parish council election] ([insert colour] ballot paper)
= [Wote for only one candidate by putting a cross [ in the box next to your choice ]
= [Wote for no more than ___ candidates by putting a cross @ in the box next to each of your
choices.]

* Londen Assembly constituency members election ([insert colour] ballot paper)
= [Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross @ in the box next to your choice.]

* Lendon Assembly London members election ([insert colour] ballot paper)
= [Vote only once by putting a cress B in the box next to your choice ]

* London Mayoral election ({insert colour] ballot paper)
= Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross & in the box next to your choice.
*Referendum on the Council Tax increase for finsert name of authority] ([insert colour] ballot
paper)
= VVote only once by putting a cross @ in the box next to your choice.
* [Specify other] election/referendum (finsert colour] ballot paper)
= [Specify vofing insfructions in accordance with the legislation governing the election or referendum)

* Relevant Returning or Counting Officer to add/amend as appropriats.
3. Do not mark the ballot papers in any other way or your votes may not count.

4. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

5. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote and/or the postal vote of others at the council
office during office hours to a person authorised to receive postal votes or at any polling station in the

area before 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

&. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are handing in to
be accepted.

7. You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

a. If you are a political carmpaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of up to 5
family members or people for whom you provide regular care.

=. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

10. If you would rather vote in person or ask someone else to vote on your behalf (if you are not already
an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date of deadline]. If you
decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted photographic
identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their own identification.

11. After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot papers, you cannot vote in person ata
polling station in [this] [these] [election(s)] [and] [referendum(s)].

Postal voting statement (for use when a referendum poll is combined with another poll but the
postal ballot papers are not combined)

Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Referendum on the Council Tax increase for [insert name of

authority]
Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name, Ballot paper number,

* Counting Officer to insert name but omit where sent to an anonymous
efector

(1) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* Counting Officer to
indicate where the voter
has been granted a
waiver and that a
signature is nof required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same referendum (unless you are
appointed as a proxy).

Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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¢ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline
number]

1. For your vote to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voting statement with your ballot paper
for the Referendum on the Council Tax increase for finsert name of authority].

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voting staternent,
*Counting Officer to indicate whare the voler has been granted a waiver and that a signature is not required

Referendum on the Council Tax increase for [insert name of authority] ([insert colour] ballot

paper)
. Wote only once by putting a cross B in the box next to your choice
- Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your voles may not count.

3

&4

5_We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [dey] [date of poll].

&_If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vole andfor the postal vote of others at the council office
during office hours to a person authonised to receive postal votes or at any polling station used for the
referendumn before 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

7. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are handing in to be
accepted.

8_You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

8. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of up to S family
members or people for whom you provide regular care

10. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

11.  If youwould rather vote in person or ask someons else to vole on your behalf (if you are not already an
appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date of deadiine). If you decide to
cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted photographic identification, If a person is
woting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their own identification

12.  After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot paper, you cannot vole in person at a polling
station in this referendum.

€? Getting help

= |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent
help by calling the helpline on finsert helpline number]. The person helping you
must not tell anyone how you voted.

= Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English.

= |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can
get a replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement
before 5pm on [day] [date] [month]. If you apply after 5pm on [day before poll]
we can only issue a replacement if you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same [elaction or] referendum
unless you are voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out how you are
voting whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that information.

The Counting Officer issued this statement,
Counting Qfficer fo add piclorial guidance as appropriate.

Official postal poll card (to be sent to a voter voting by post)
Front of card
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Your details:
Postal poll card our detalls
- . * [Voter's name and qualiyng address defais
Referendum on the Council Tax increase for here]
[insert name of authority] * Counting Officer to omil where poll card sent
o an anonymous voler. Poll card to an
anonymous voler must be delfivered in a
Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year] scald & oo
Electoral register number:
Voting information
Your postal vote
We will send your postal vote around [day] # Youwil receive a postal vote for this
[date] [ month] [vear] 'addressed to:] referendum because you asked to
vote by post.
"[Vioter's name and address] » Youwill not be able to vate in a polling station
“Counling Officer to omit where poll card sent to an anonymous voler, # |fyou have not received your postal vote by
[day] [date] [month] call
[insert heipline number].

If you lose your postal vote or make a mistake
+ Please phone the helpline immediately.

» We can only issue a replacement postal vote
beforeSpm on fday/date of deadiing].

Please turn over

Official proxy postal poll card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post)

Front of card
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Your details:
Postal poll card our detalls
- . * [Voter's name and qualiyng address defais
Referendum on the Council Tax increase for here]
[insert name of authority] * Counting Officer to omil where poll card sent
o an anonymous voler. Poll card to an
anonymous voler must be delfivered in a
Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year] scald & oo
Electoral register number:
Voting information
Your postal vote
We will send your postal vote around [day] # Youwil receive a postal vote for this
[date] [ month] [vear] 'addressed to:] referendum because you asked to
vote by post.
"[Vioter's name and address] » Youwill not be able to vate in a polling station
“Counling Officer to omit where poll card sent to an anonymous voler, # |fyou have not received your postal vote by
[day] [date] [month] call
[insert heipline number].

If you lose your postal vote or make a mistake
+ Please phone the helpline immediately.

» We can only issue a replacement postal vote
beforeSpm on fday/date of deadiing].

Please turn over

Rear of card
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How to vote It is an offence to:

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the » viote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or
instructions carefully. interfere with another voter's ballot paper

2. Yourpostal vete includes yeur ballot paper and 2 » vote more than once at the same referendum, unless you are

voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person

» vote as a proxy on behalf of more than four voters, of which no more
3 Complete both of these and refum them than two may be on behalf of other domestic voters (a domestic
immedately. voter is one who is not an overseas or service voter).

postal veling statement.

i .
4. Weneed!oreceive your postal vole by » vote as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are

not allowed o vote
10pm on [day/date of poll].
I you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote
andfor the pastal vote of others al the councll office during If you would rather vote in person, or ask someone else to
oifice hours to a person aulhorised Lo receive postal vote on your behalf
woles, of at any polling station used in the referendum ¥
before 10pm on [day] [date of poll]. = you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on fday/date
of deadline].

+ Please note that when voting in person, you or someone
who is voting on your behalf must show an accepted form of
photographic identification. For mare information, please

€ it you need information in another format, [insert suggestion o call hefpline and/or visit a relevant
please call our helpline below. website, as appropriate]

‘Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence

ﬂ If you need help to vote, you can ask far someone to try to find out who you are voting for

someane you know or get independent whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper,
help by calling our helpline: orto then reveal that information.
[Insert helpline and other defails including website] If undelivered return to
[insert refurn address]

The Counting Officer issued this card.

SCHEDULE 6 Regulation 8(6)(1) and (7)(d)

Police and Crime Commissioner Elections Order 2012 forms

PART 1

Form 2: Postal voting statement where PCC election taken alone
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Election of the Police and Crime Commissioner for [insert name
of police area] police area

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name, Ballot paper number,

* Local Returning Officer to insert name but omit where sent to an
anonymous elector

(!} Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* | gcal Returning Officer
to indicate where the
elector has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same election (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Local Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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é¥ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]
1. For your vote to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voting statement with
your ballot paper.

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voting
statement.

*Local Returning Officer fo indicate where the elector has been granted a waiver and that a
signature is not required

3. Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross ® in the box next to your choice.

=S

. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vote may not count.

o

. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote and/or the postal vote of others at the
couincil office during office hours to a person authorised to receive postal votes or at any polling
station in the voting area before 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

7. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are

handing in to be accepted.

8. You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

9. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of
up to 5 family members or people for whom you provide regular care.

10. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

11. If you would rather vote in person or ask someone else to vote on your behalf (if you are not
already an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date of
deadline]. If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need te bring a form of accepted
photographic identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their
own identification.

12. After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot paper, you cannot vote in person at a
polling station in this election.

o0

&¥ Getting help

* |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by
calling the helpline on finserf helpline number]. The parson helping you must not tell
anyone how you voted.

* Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English.

= |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can geta
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before 5pm on [day]
[date] [month]. If you apply after 5pm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement if
you retumn this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once In this election unless you are voting on your
own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out who you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that information.

The Local Returning Officer issued this statement.
Local Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.
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Form 4: Postal voting statement where polls are combined but proceedings on issue and receipt
of postal ballot papers are not combined

Front of form

Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Election of the Police and Crime Commissioner for [insert name
of police area] police area

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name, Ballot paper number,

* Local Returning Officer to insert name but omit where sent to an
anonymous elector

(!} Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year
¥ My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* [ocal Returning Officer
to indicate where the
elector has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same election (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Local Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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¢¥ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. For your vote to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal veting statement with
your ballot paper for the election of the Police and Crime Commissioner for [insert
name of police area].

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voting
statement.

*Local Returning Officer to indicate where the elector has been granted a waiver and that a
signature is not required

Election of the Police and Crime Commissioner for [insert name of police area] police area
{Tinsert colour] ballot paper)

3. Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross [&l in the box next to your choice.

e

. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vote may not count.

o

. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poli].

. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote and/or the postal vote of others at the
council office during office hours to a person authorised to receive postal votes or at any polling
stationinthe ___ area before 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

7. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are

handing in to be accepted.

8. “ou can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

9. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of

up to 5 family members or people for whom you provide regular care,

10. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

11. If you would rather vote in person or ask someone else to vote on your behalf (if you are not

already an appeinted proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date of

deadline). If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted
photographic identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their
own identification.

12. After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot paper, you cannet vote in person at a
polling station in this election.

o

€¥ Getting help

= |fyou need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by calling
the helpline on finsert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell anyone how you
voted.

* PFlease call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or languages other
than English.

* |fyou make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can get a replacement. Call
us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before Spm on [day] [date] [month]. If you apply
after 5pm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement if you return this ballot pack in person,

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same election unless you are voting on
your own behalf and as a proxy for another person,

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out who you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that information.

The Local Retumning Officer issued this statement. Local Refurning Officar to add picforial guidance as appropriate.
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Form 5: Statement of the number of postal ballot papers issued

First page

129



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

Statement of the number of postal ballot papers issued
Election of the Police and Crime Commissioner for [insert name

of police area] police area

Voting area

Date of poll

A Issue of postal ballot papers Number

1. Total number of postal ballot papers issued under paragraph 35 of
Schedule 2

2. Total number of postal ballot papers issued under paragraph 41
(spoilt and returned for cancellation), paragraph 42 {lost or not
received) and paragraph 42A (cancelled due to change of address)
of Schedule 2

3. Total number of postal ballot papers cancelled under paragraph 54

(where the first ballot paper was cancelled and retrieved) of

Schedule 2

Total number of postal ballot papers issued (items 1 to 3)

Total number of postal ballot papers cancelled under paragraph

42A

o

B(1) Receipt of and replacement postal ballot papers Number

6. Number of covering envelopes received by the local returning
officer or at a polling station before the close of poll {(excluding any
dealt with in the manner provided for by paragraph 41, 42 or 54 of
Schedule 2, or rejected under paragraph 43B, 43D, 46B or 46D of
Schedule 2)

7. Number of covering envelopes received by the local returning
officer after the close of poll, excluding any returned as undelivered

8. Number of postal ballot papers returned spoilt for cancellation in
time for another ballot paper to be issued

9. Number of postal ballot papers identified as lost or not received in
time for another ballot paper to be issued

10. Number of postal ballot papers cancelled and retrieved in time for
another ballot paper to be issued

11. Number of postal ballot papers returned as spoilt too late for
another ballot paper to be issued

In items 12-18 record the number of postal baffot papers handed in at

a polling station or to the Returning Officer before the close of poll that

were rejected because of the following reasons:

{A) The form accompanying the postal ballot papers handed in was not
fully completed (under paragraph 43B(1)(a) or paragraph
46B(1)(a))

(B) the number of postal ballof papers handed in exceeded the
permitted number (under paragraph 438(1)(b)&(c) or paragraph
46B(1)(b)é&(c))
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(C)the postal ballot papers were handed in by a political campaigner
not permitted to handle the postal ballot papers (under paragraph
43B(3) or paragraph 468(3))

In item 19 record the number of postal ballot papers that were rejected

because they were left behind with no form attached (under paragraph

43D or paragraph 46D)

12. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A)

13. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (B)

14. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (C)

15. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A) AND (B)

16. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A) AND (C)

17. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (B) AND (C)

18. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A), (B) AND (C)

19. Number of postal ballot papers received at a polling station or by
the Returning Officer before the close of poll rejected as the postal
ballot papers were left behind with no form attached (under
paragraph 43D or paragraph 46D)

20. Number of covering envelopes returned as undelivered (up to the
10" day after the date of the poll)

21. Number of covering envelopes not received by the local returning
officer (by the 10" day after the date of the poll)

22.Total of numbers for items 6 to 21 (This should be the same as that
in item 4)

23, Number of postal ballot papers replaced as lost or not received but
not received for cancellation
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B(2) Receipt of postal ballot papers — Personal ldentifiers Number

24. Number of covering envelopes set aside for the verification of
personal identifiers on postal voting statements

25, Number of postal veting statements subject to verification
procedure rejected as not completed (excluding prior cancellations)

26. Number of postal voting statements rejected following verification
procedures due to the personal identifiers on the postal voting
statements not matching those in the personal identifiers record
(excluding prior cancellations)

C Count of postal ballot papers Number

27.Number of ballot papers returned by postal voters which were
included in the count of ballot papers

28. Number of cases in which a covering envelope or its contents were
marked “Rejected” (cancellations under paragraph 41, 42, 424 or
54 of Schedule 2 are not rejections and should be included in items
2,3,5,8,9and 10, and postal ballot papers rejected under
paragraph 438, 43D, 46B or 46D of Schedule 2 should be recorded
initems 1210 19)

Date Signed

Local Returning Officer

Address

A completed statement must be provided by the Local Returning Officer to
the Secretary of State and the Electoral Commission during the period of 6
days which starts 10 days after the poll.
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PART 2

Form 12: Official postal poll card
Front of card

Postal poll card

Election of the Police and Crime Commissioner
for [insert name of police area] police area
Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Voting information

We will send your postal vote around [day]
[date] [ month] [year] {addressed to:]

*{Elector's name and address]

* Local Returning Officer to omit whera poll card sent fo an
anonymous electar.

Please turn over

Rear of card
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Your details:

* [Efector's name and qualifying address details
hera]

* Local Returning Officer fo omit where polf
card sent to an anonymouselector. Poll card
fo an anonymous elector must be delvered in
a sedled envelope

Electoral registar num ber:

Your postal vote
» Youwll receve a postal vote for this
election because you asked to vote
by post.
# Youwill not be able to vote in a polling station.
# |f you have not received your postal vote by

[day] [date] fmonth] call
{insert helpline number].

If you lose your postal vote or make a mistake
# Please phone the helplineg immediately.

# We can only issue a replacement postal vote
beforeSpm on fday/date of deadline].
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How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vole, read the
instructions carefully.

2. Yourpostal vete incledes your ballot paper and a
postal veling stalement.

3. Complete both of these and retum them
immedately,

4. We need to receive your postal vote by
10pm on [day/date of pall].

If yeu miss the post, you can hand in yeur pesial vate
andfor the postal vote of others at the council office during
office hours to a person authonsed to receive postal
woles, of at any polling station in the woling area before
10pm on [day] [date of poli].

It is an offence to:

» vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or
interfere with ancther voter's ballot paper

» vote more than once at the same election, unless you are voting
on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person
» vote as a proxy on behalf of more than four electors, of which no

more than two may be an behalf of other domestic electors (a
domestic elector is one who is not an overseas or service elector).

« vote as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are
not allowed to vote

‘:' If you need information in another format,
please call our helpline below.

“ If you need help to vote, you can ask

someone you know or get independent
help by calling our helpline:

[insert helpline and other defails including websile]

The Local Returning Officer issued this card.

Form 14: Official postal proxy poll card
Front of card

If you would rather vote in persen, or ask someone else to
vote on your behalf

+  you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date
of deadline].

# Pleasa note that when voting in person, you or someone
who is voting on your behalf must show an accepted form of
photographic dentification. For more information, please
[insert suggestion fo call helpline andfor visit a relevant
websile, as appropriafe].

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence
for someone to try to find out who you are voting for
whilst yeu are putting your mark on your ballot paper,
orto then reveal that information.

If undeliverad retum to
[insert refurn address]
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Proxy postal poll card

Election of the Police and Crime Commissioner
[insert name of police area] police area

Date of election {day] [date] [month] [year]

Voting information

We will send your postal vote around [day] [date]
[month] [year] *[addressed to:]

* [Praxy’s name and qualifying address details hara]

* Local Returning Officer o omit where pali card sent to the
proxy of an anenymous alector. Foll card to praxy of an
anonymous elector must be dalivered in a sealedenvelope,

Please turn over

Rear of card

137

Voting as a proxy

** [The person named on the back of this card)
[Another person] has appointed you as a proxy to
vote on their behalf at this election.

** If sant to the proxy of an anonymous elector omit
tha words in the firs! saf of brackals, if not omit
the words in the second sel of brackels.

Your postal vote

# Youwill receive a postal vote for this election
because you asked to vole by post.

# Youwill not be able to vole as a proxy in a polling
station

» [f you have not received your postal vote
by [day] [date] frmonth] call finsert
helpline number].

Whether you vote in person or via post, itis
an offence for someone else to try to find out
who you are voting for whilst you are putting
your mark on your ballot paper, or to then
reveal that information.
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If you lose your postal vote or make a

For this election you are proxy for. mistake
* [{Elector's name) » Please phone the helpline immediately,
y.
(Elector's address) )
{Elector's number on register)] + We can only issue a replacement postal vote

before Spm on [day/date of deadline].
[the person with this elector number: (Inserf efector's number on

register)] If you would rather vote in persen, you must
cancel your postal vote before 5pm on [day/ date
* If anonymous elecior omif the words in the first set of square of deadline]. Please note that when voting in
brackets, if nof omit the words in the second set of square person, you must show an accepted form of
brackels photographic identification and this must be your

own identification, not that of the person you are
voting on behalf of. For more information, please
[insert suggestion to call helpline and/or visit
a relevant website, as appropriate]

How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the instructions carefully.

2. Your pestal vote includes your ballot paper and a postal voting Itis an offence to:
statement. « vote using a ballot paper that was not sent
for your use or interfere with another voter's
3. Complete both of these and return them immediately. ballot paper
4. \We need to receive your postal vote by 10pm on « vote more than once at the same election,
[day/date of poli]. unless you are voling on your own behalf

and as a proxy for another person
If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andfor the postal

vote of others at the council office during office hours to a person * vate as a proxy on behalf of more than four
authorised to receive postal votes, or at any polling station in the voting electors, of which ne more than two may be
area before 10pm on [day] [date of poll]. on behalf of other domestic electors (a
domestic elector is one who is not an
‘_’ If you need information in another format, please call overseas or service elector).

our helpline below. + vote as a proxy for someone if you knowthat

by law they are not allowed to vote
The Lecal Returning Officer issued this card.

If undelivered return to
[Insert return address]

‘_‘ If you need help to vote, you can ask someone you
know or get independent help by calling our helpline:

[insert helpline or orher details including website]

SCHEDULE 7 Regulation 9(2)(c), (4)(d), (5)(j)

Neighbourhood Planning (Referendums) Regulations 2012 forms

PART 1

Neighbourhood planning referendums: standalone poll

Form 6: Postal voting statement
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Referendum on the [Neighbourhood Plan/ Neighbourhood Developrment Order /
Community Right to Build Order] for [insert name of neighbourhood area]

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper number

* Counting Officer to insert name but omit where sent to an anonymous
elector

(1) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* Counting Officer to
indicate where the
vofer has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
reguired

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter’s ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same referendum (unless you are
appointed as a proxy).

Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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¢ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. Foryour vote to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voting statement with
your ballot paper.

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voling
statement.

*Counting Officer fo indicate where fthe vofer has been granfed a waiver and that a signature is
nof required

3. Vote only once by putting a cross [E in the box next to your choice.

=N

. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vote may not count.

o

. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andior the postal vote of others at the
council office during office hours to a person authorised to receive postal votes or at any polling
station used for the referendum before 10pm on [fday] [date of poll].

7. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are

handing in to be accepted.

8. You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

9. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of
up to S family members or people for whom you provide regular care.

10. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

11. If you would rather vote in person or ask someone else to vote on your behalf (if you are not
already an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date of
deadline]. If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted
photographic identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their
own identification.

12. After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot paper, you cannot vote in person at a

polling station in this referendum.

o

€¥ Getting help

= |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by
calling the helpline on finsert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell
anyone how you voted.

* Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English.

= |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can geta
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before Spm on [day]
[date] [month]. If you apply after Spm on [day before poli] we can only issue a replacement if
you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once in this referendum unless you are
voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out how you are
voting whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that information.

The Counting Officer issued this statement.
Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Form 8: Official postal poll card
Front of card
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Postal poll card Your detals:

* [Voler's name and guelifying address defails
Referendum on the [Neighbourhood Plan/ here]
Neighbourhood Development Order / * Counting Officer to omit where poll card sent
Community Right to Build Order] for finsert to an anonymous voter, Poll card to an

anonymaous vofer must be defivered in a

name of neighbourhood area] sealed nvelope

(Relevant Council: {insert name of relevant council])
Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year]

Electoral register number:

Voting information

Your postal vote
We will send your postal vote around [day] o Youwill receive a postal vote for this
[date] [ month] [year] faddressed to:] referendum because you asked to
vote by post.
Tvafem name and addressj # Youwill not be able to vote in a polling station
“Counting Officer to omif where poll card sent fo an anonymous voler, « |f you have not received your postal vote by
[day] [datef f[manth] call

[insert heipline number].

If you lose your postal vote or make a mistake
¢ Please phone the helpline immediately.

» We can only issue a replacement postal vote
beforeSpm on [day/date of deadline].

Please turn over

Rear of card
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How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vele, read the
instructions carefully.

2. Yourpostal vole inciudes your ballot paper and a
postal vating statement.

3. Complele both of these and retum them
immedalely.

4, We need to receive your postal vobe by
10pm on [day/date of poll].

Wyou miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote
andfor the postal vole of others at the council office during
office hours to a person authonsed to receive postal
weles, of at any polling station used for the referendum
before 10pm on [day] [date of poil].

It is an offence to:

» vobe using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or
interfere with another voter's ballot paper

« vote more than once at the same referendum, unless you are
voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person

» vote as a proxy on behalf of more than four voters, of which no mare
than two may be on behalf of other domestic voters (a domestic
voter is one who is not an overseas or service voter),

» vote as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are
not allowed to vote

11} If you need information in another format,
please call our helpline below.

‘.‘ If you need help to vote, you can ask
someone you know or get independent
help by calling our helpline:

[Insert helpline and other defails including websie]

The Counting Officer issued this card.

Form 10: Official proxy postal poll card
Front of card

If you would rather vote in person, or ask someone else to
vote on your behalf

+  you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date
of deadline].

*  Please note that when vating in person, you or someone who
is woling on your behalf must show an accepted form of
photographic identification. For more information, please
[insert suggestion to cail helpline and/or visit a relevant
websile, as appropriale].

‘Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence
for someone to try to find cut who you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper,
or to then reveal that information.

If undelivered return to
[insert return addrass]
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Proxy postal poll card

Referendum on the
[Neighbourfrood Plan / Neighbourhood

Development Order / Community Right to Build
Order] for [insert name of neighbourfrood area]

(Relevant Council: [(insert name of relevant council])

Date of referendum [d'ay] [date] [month] [year]

Voting information

We will send your postal vote around [day] [date]
[month] [year] *[addressed to:]

* [Proxy's name and qualifying address details heref

* Counting Officer to amit where poll card sent to the proxy
of an anonymous votar. Poll card to proxy of an
ancnymous voler must be deliverad in a sealadenvelops.

Please turn over

Rear of card
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Voting as a proxy

** [The person named on the back of this card]
[Another person] has appointed you as a proxy to
vote on their behalf at this referendum.

** If sent to the proxy of an anonymaous voter omit
the wiords in the first set of brackets, if not omit
the words in the second sat of brackels.

Your postal vote

s Youwill receive a postal vote for this
referendum because you asked to vote by
past.

» Youwill not be able to vote as a proxy in a polling
station.

« If you have not received your postal vote
by [day] [date] [month] call [insert
helpline number].

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is
an offence for someone else to try to find out
who you are voting for whilst you are putting
your mark on your ballot paper, or to then
reveal that information.
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For this referendum you are proxy for:

* [(Voler's name)
{Violer's address)
(Viotar's number on regishar)]

[the person with this elector number: (inser electors number on
register)]
* IF anonymous voler omif the words in the first set of square

brackets, if nof omit the waords in the second set of square
bracrels

cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/ date

own identification, not that of the person you are

How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the instructions carefully,

2. Your pestal vete includes your ballot paper and a postal voting
statement.

3. Complete both of these and return them immediately.

4. We need to receive your postal vote by 10pm on
[day/date of poli].

If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andfor the postal
vote of others at the council office during office hours to a person
authorised to receive postal votes, or at any polling station used for the
referendum before 10pm on [day] [date of pell].

voting on behalf of. For more information, please
[insert suggestion fo cail helpline and/or visit

If you lose your postal vote ormake a
mistake

# Please phone the helpline immediately.

# Wi can only issue a replacement postal vote
before Spm on [day/date of deadiine].

If you would rather vote in person, you must

of deadline]. Please note that when voting in
person, you must show an accepted form of
phatographic identification and this must be your

a relevant website, as appropriate]

‘_" If you need information in another format, please call our
helpline below.

‘_‘ If you need help to vote, you can ask someons you knowor
get independent halp by calling our helplina:

[insert helpiine or other detalls including webs te]

PART 2

It is an offence to:

# vole using a ballol paper that was not el
for your use of interfere with another voter's baliot
paper

+ vote more than once at the same referendum,
unless you are valing on your own behalf and as
& proxy for ancther person

+ vote as a proxy on behalf of more than four voters,
of which no mare than two may be on behalf of
cther domestic velers (2 domestic voler is one
who is not an overseas or senvice voler).

& vote as a proxy for someone if you know that by
lw they are not allowed Lo viote

The Counling Officer issued this card.

If undelivered return to
{nsert return address]

Neighbourhood planning referendums: combined polls

Form 6: Postal voting statement for use when there is joint issue and receipt of postal ballot

papers
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Referendum on the [Neighbourhood Plan/ Neighbourhood Development Order /
Community Right to Build Order] for [insert name of neighbourhood areaj

[Relevant Returning or Counting Officer to insert title(s) of other election(s) and
referendums as appropriate]

Date of [election(s)] [and] [referendum(s)] [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot papers for them to
be counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper numbers

* Relevant Returning or Counting Officer to insert name but omit where sent
to an anonymous elector

(!) Check that the numbers on the backs of your ballot papers match the
numbers shown above. If they do not match, call us immediately on
[finsert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot papers numbered above were
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* Relevant Returning
Officer or Counting
Officer to indicate where
the voter has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
reguired

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use
or interfere with another voter’s ballot paper. It is an offence to vote more
than once at the same election [or referendum] (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Relevant Returning or Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form

145



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

€} Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]
. For your votes to be counted, you must fll in and return this postal woling staternent with all your ballot papers (isted below).

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voling statement

* Reievant Relurning Officer or Counting Cfficer to indicate where the voler has been granted a waiver and that a signafure is nof
required

* UK Parliamentary election {finserf colour ballot paper)
= [Vete for only one candidate by putfing a cross @ in the box next fo your choice ]

* [Local government election)[Parish council election] (finsert colowr] ballot paper)
* [Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross @ in the box next to your choice |
= [Veote for no more than candidates by putting a cross @ in the box next to each of your choices.)

* London Assembly constituency members election (finsert cofour] ballot paper)
= [Wole for only one candidate by putting a cross @ in the bex next to your chaice.]

* London Assembly London members election (finsert colour] ballot paper)
* [Vete only ence by putting a cress B in the beox next fo your cheice.]

" Londen Mayoral election (finsert colour ballot paper)
= [Weke for only one candidate by pulting a cross @ in the box next to your choice.]
*Referendurm on the [Neighbourood Plan / Neighbourhood Developinent Order / Community Right to Build Ovder] for [insert name of
neighbourhood area) ([insert colour] ballot paper)
« [Vale only once by pulting a cross @ in the box next o your cholee. ]

* [Specify other] election/referendum (fnsert cofour] ballot paper)
* [Specify voling instructions in accordance with ihe legisiation governing the election or refarendum]
* Relevant Relurning or Counting Officer bo add/amend a5 appropriate.

Do neot rark the ballot papers inany other way o your votes may not count,

We must get your postal vole by 10pm on [dfay] [date of pol],

If you miss the post, wou can hand in your postal vote andfor the postal vote of others at the council office during office hours to a persen

autherised to receive postal vetes o af any pofling station inthe ______ ares before 10pm on [day] fdate of poifl.

ou will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vetels) you are handing in to be accepted,

You can hand in your own postal vole and postal votes for up te 5 other velers,

If you are a pditical campaigner - you can oaly hand in your own postal vete plus the vetes of up 1o 5 family members o people for whoem

you provide regular care.

9. Donot put any postal votes in the letter bow of the councll office as they will be rejected.

0. Hyou would rather vole in person or ask someene else (o vole on your behalf {if you are not already an appointed proxy) you must
cancel your postal vote before Spm on [dayidate of deading). f you decide to cancel and vole in person, you will need to bring a form of
accepted photographic identification. f & person is voling on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their own identification.

A1, After we receive your postal veling statement and ballot papers., you cannot vole in person at a polling station in [this] [these) [election{s)]

[and] referendumis)).

PNO s W

¢ Getting help

= If you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by calling the
helpline on finsert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell anyone how you voted.

= Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or languages
other than English.

= If you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot papers or this statement, you can get a
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before 5pm on [day]
[date] [month]. If you apply after 5Spm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement if
you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same [election or] referendum [unless you are voling on
your own behalf and as a proxy for another person).

Whether you wote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out how you are voting whilst you are putting
your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that information.

The [Reterning / Counting] Officer issued this statement.
Reievant Refurning or Counting Offcer to add piclorial gitdance as appropiale.
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Form 7: Postal voting statement for use where a referendum poll is combined with another
poll but the postal ballot papers are not combined

Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Referendum on the [Neighbourhood Plan/ Neighbourhood Development Order/
Community Right to Build Order] for [insert name of neighbourhood area]

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper number

* Counting Officer to insert name buf omit where sent to an anonymous
elector

(!) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is:
{You must sign
inside the box)

¥ Counting Officer to
indicate where the vofer
has been granted a
waiver and that a
signature is not required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same referendum (unless you are
appointed as a proxy).

Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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¢ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. For yeur vete to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal vating statement with your ballat paper for the
Referendum on the [Neighbourhood Plan/ Neighbourhood Development Order / Community Right
to Build Order] for [insert name of neighbourhood area]

2_Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voling statement

* Counting Offiear fo ingdicate where the voler has been gramled a waiver and thal a signature is nol required

Referendum on the [Neighbourhood Plan/ Neighbourhood Development Order / Community Right to
Build Order] for [insert name of neighbourhood area] {finsert colour] ballot paper)

3. Vote only once by putting a cross [ in the box next to your cholce
4 _ Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vote may not count

5 _We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] fdare of poli].

& _ If you miss the post, you can hand in your pestal vote andior the postal vote of others at the council office during office
hours to a person authorsed to recelve postal votes or at any palling station used for the referendum before 10pm on
[day] [date of poli].

7 . You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vete(s) you are handing into be accepled.

8 _You can hand in your own pestal vole and postal votes for up to 5 other volers.

9. If you are a political campaigner - you can onky hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of up to S family members or
people for whom you provide regular care.

10. Do not put your postal vote in the letter box of the council office as it will be rejected

11.  Ifyouwould rather vate in person or ask someone else to vole on your behalf (if you are not already an appointed
prowy) you must cancel your postal vote bafore Spm on [day/date of deadline]. If you decide to cancel and vate in person,
you will need to bring a form of accepted photographic identification. If a person is vating on your behalf as proxy they
need o bring thelr own identification.

12, After we receive your postal voting statement and ballet paper, you cannot vole in person at a polling station in this
referendum

¢) Getting help

= |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get
independent help by calling the helpline on [insert helpline number].
The person helping you must not tell anyone how you voted.

= Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in
Braille or languages other than English.

= |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this
statement, you can get a replacement. Call us immediately as we can
only issue a replacement before 5pm on [day] [date] [month]. If you
apply after 5pm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement
if you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same referendum
unless you are voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out how
you are voting whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that
information.

The Counting Officer issued this statement.
Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Form 9: Official postal poll card to be sent to a voter voting by post
Front of card
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Postal poll card

Referendum on the [Neighbourhood Plan/
Neighbourhood Development Order /
Community Right to Build Order] for finsert
name of neighbourhood area]

(Relevant Council: {insert name of relevant council])

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year]

Voting information

Your details:

* [Voler's name and guelifying address defails
here]

* Counting Officer to omit where poll card sent
fo an anonymous voler. Poll card fo an
anonymaous vofer must be defivered in a
sealed envelope

Electoral register number:

We will send your postal vote around [day]
[date] [ month] [year] [addressed to:]

*{Voter's name and address]

“Counting Officer to omif where poll card sent fo an anonymous voler,

Your postal vote

¢ Youwill receive a postal vote for this
referendum because you asked to
vote by post.

# Youwill not be able to vote in a polling station

¢ If you have not received your postal vote by
[day] [date] [month] call
[insert heipline number].

If you lose your postal vote or make a mistake
¢ Please phone the helpline immediately.

» We can only issue a replacement postal vote
beforeSpm on [day/date of deadline].

Please turn over

Rear of card
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How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vele, read the
instructions carefully.

2. Yourpostal vole inciudes your ballot paper and a
postal vating statement.

3. Complele both of these and retum them
immedalely.

4, We need to receive your postal vobe by
10pm on [day/date of poll].

Wyou miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote
andfor the postal vole of others at the council office during
office hours to a person authonsed to receive postal
weles, of at any polling station used for the referendum
before 10pm on [day] [date of poil].

It is an offence to:

» vobe using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or
interfere with another voter's ballot paper

« vote more than once at the same referendum, unless you are
voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person

» vote as a proxy on behalf of more than four voters, of which no mare
than two may be on behalf of other domestic voters (a domestic
voter is one who is not an overseas or service voter),

» vote as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are
not allowed to vote

11} If you need information in another format,
please call our helpline below.

‘.‘ If you need help to vote, you can ask
someone you know or get independent
help by calling our helpline:

[Insert helpline and other defails including websie]

The Counting Officer issued this card.

If you would rather vote in person, or ask someone else to
vote on your behalf

+  you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date
of deadline].

*  Please note that when vating in person, you or someone who
is woling on your behalf must show an accepted form of
photographic identification. For more information, please
[insert suggestion to cail helpline and/or visit a relevant
websile, as appropriale].

‘Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence
for someone to try to find cut who you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper,
or to then reveal that information.

If undelivered return to
[insert return addrass]

Form 11: Official proxy postal poll card to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post

Front of card
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Proxy postal poll card

Referendum on the

[Neighbourfrood Plan / Neighbourhood
Development Order / Community Right to Build
Order] for [insert name of neighbourfrood area]

(Relevant Council: [(insert name of relevant council]) Voting as a proxy

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year] ** [The person named on the back of this card]
. . [Anather person] has appointed you as a proxy to
Voting information vote on their behalf at this referendum.

z ** If sent to the proxy of an anonymaous voter omit
We will send your postal vote around [day] [date] the words in the frst set of brackets, if not omit

* 5
[month] [year] *[addressed to:] the words in the second set of brackets.
Your postal vote

* [Proxy's name and qualifying address details heref ) ] .
* Counting Officer to omif where poll card sent to the proxy . ‘;?” w:}l:jreceg;e a postal "'O"Ekg tihﬁot
of an anonymous volar. Poll card to proxy of an TRIEMEIGUM DECIUSE Yol a8 a vote by

ancnymous voler must be deliverad in a sealadenvelops. post.
» Youwill not be able to vote as a proxy in a polling
station.

« If you have not received your postal vote
by [day] [date] [month] call [insert
helpline number].

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is
an offence for someone else to try to find out
who you are voting for whilst you are putting

Please turn over your mark on your ballot paper, or to then
reveal that information.

Rear of card
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If you lose your postal vote ormake a

For this referendum you are proxy for: mistake

* [(Voler's name) » Please phone the helplineg immediately.
{Violer's address) )
(Voler's number on register)] » We can only issue a replacement postal vote

before Spm on [day/date of deadiine].

[the person with this elector number: (inser electors number on H you woul rather vote in person, you must

register] cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/ date
* if anonymous voler omit the words in the first set of square of deadline] Please note that when voting in
brackels, if nof omit the words in the second set of square person, you must show an accepted form of
brackels phatographic identification and this must be your
own identification, not that of the person you are
voting on behalf of. For more information, please
How to vote [insert suggestion fo cail helpline and/or visit
1. When you receive your postal vote, read the instructions carefully, A relevant wehsite, as appropriate]
. . It is an offence to:
2. Your pestal vete includes your ballot paper and a postal voting
statement. + vole using a ballot paper that was not senl
for your use of interfere with another voter's baliot
3. Complete both of these and return them immediately. paper

+ vote more than once at the same referendum,

4, We need to receive your postal vote by 10pm on
Ve your postal v yilp unless you are valing on your own behalf and as

[day/date of poi}. a prexy for ancther person
If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote and/or the postal + vote a5 8 proxy on behalf of more than four volers,
vote of others at the council office during office hours to a person of which no more than two may be on behalf of
authorised to receive postal votes, or at any polling station used for the ‘:ﬂer dorgeshc volers (a d“""'?t'“:‘:“ s one
referendum before 10pm on [day] [date of poll]. Gis ol an overseas of service voier].
& vote as a proxy for someone if you know that by
‘_" If you need information in another format, please ¢all our law they are not allowed lo vole
helpiine balov. The Counling Officer issued this card.
‘_‘ If you need help to vote, you can ask someons you knowor If undelivered return to

get independent help by calling our helpline: finsert return address]

[insert helpiine or other detalls including webs te]

PART 3

Neighbourhood planning business referendums

Form 4: Form of business referendum postal voting statement
Front of form
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Business Referendum [Space for barcode]

Postal voting statement

Business Referendum on the [Neighbourhood Plan/ Neighbourhood Development
Order] for [insert name of neighbourhood areaj

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper number

* Counting Officer fo insert name but omit where sent to an anonymous
efector

(!} Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year
¥ My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* Counting Officer to
indicate where the
vofer has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same referendum (unless you are
appointed as a proxy).

Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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¢ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. Foryour vote to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voting statement with
your ballot paper.

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voling
statement.

*Counting Officer fo indicate where fthe vofer has been granfed a waiver and that a signature is
nof required

3. Mark a cross [E] in the box next to the answer of your choice.

=N

. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vote may not count.

o

. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andior the postal vote of others at the
council office during office hours to a person authorised to receive postal votes or at any polling
station used for the business referendum before 10pm on [day] [date of pol].

7. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are

handing in to be accepted.

8. You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

9. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of
up to S family members or people for whom you provide regular care.

10. Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

11. If you would rather vote in person or ask someone else to vote on your behalf (if you are not
already an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/date of
deadline]. If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted
photographic identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their
own identification.

12. After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot paper, you cannot vote in person at a

polling station in this referendum.

o

€¥ Getting help

= |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by
calling the helpline on finsert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell
anyone how you voted.

* Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English.

= |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can geta
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before Spm on [day]
[date] [month]. If you apply after Spm on [day before poli] we can only issue a replacement if
you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once in this referendum (unless you are a
named voter on behalf of another business at the referendum).

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out how you are
voting whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that information.

The Counting Officer issued this statement.
Counting Officer fo add picforial guidance as appropriate,
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SCHEDULE 8 Regulation 10(21)

Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016 forms

PART 1

Forms for recall petitions in Great Britain
Form E: Official petition notice for an elector who may sign the petition by post

First page
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Farm E Official petition notice for an elector who may sign the petition by post

First page of petition notice
Your details: [LOCAL AUTHORITY'S
# [ELECTOR'S NAME ADDRESS AND
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS] CONTACT DETAILS]

# Petition Officer fo omit where nolice of petiffion sent to an
anonymous eleclor. Notice fo an anonymous elecior must
be deliverad in & seaked envelope

Number on register: [DATE]

Dear [Elector's name]
Postal Notice of Petition to remove the MP for [name of constituenc name of

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether [name of MPJ, the MP for
fconstituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who will
be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because your name is on the electoral register and you
have a postal vote arrangement in force, however signing the petition is optional.

The petition has been started because [name of MP]MP has been [convicted of the [offence] and has
been [sentenced/ordered] to be [imprsoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of flength of
sentence] "

flconvicted of an offence under section 10 of the Pariamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained/fined] for/given a suspended sentence of flength of
sentence/devel of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)* JJ**

[[suspended from sitfing in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the
code of conduct for MPs*JJ**

“Patifion Officer to complele as appropriate
**Petifion Officer fo delete the conditions which does nof apply

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] will lose [histher]
seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of [his/her] seat does not
prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] MP will not
lose [his/her] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.

Information - signing the petition
We will send your petition signing sheet around [day] [date] [month] [year] # [addressed to]:

# [Elector's name and qualifying address here]

Second page
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Second page of petition notice

Your postal signing pack

+ You will receive a petition signing sheet for this petition because you have a postal vote in
force.

+ You will not be able to sign the petition at a signing place.

+ [fyou have not received your postal signing sheet by fday] [date] [month] call [insert heipline
number].

How to sign the petition

1. When you receive your petition signing sheet and postal signing statement, read the
instructions carefully.

2. If you choose to sign the petition then you must complete both of these forms and return them
immediately.

3. We need to receive both these forms by [time] on [day/ final day for signing the petition].

If you lose your petition signing sheet and / or postal petition statement, or make a mistake:

» Please phone the helpline immediately.

+ \We can only issue a replacement postal signing pack before [time] on [day/ date of
deadline].

If you would rather sign the petition in person, or ask someone else to sign on your behalf, you
must cancel your postal vote before ftime] on [day/ date of deadline]. For more information,
please call the helpline. Please note that when signing the petition in person, you or someone who
is signing the petition on your behalf must show an accepted form of photographic identification.
For more information, please [insert suggestion fo call helpline and/or visit a relevant website,
as appropriate].

If you miss the post, you can hand in your signing sheet and the signing sheet of up to five others at
the council office during office hours to a person authorised to receive signing sheets or at any petition
signing place in *felectoral area] before [time] on [day] [date of final signing day].

@ If you need information in another format, please call our helpline below.

If you need help to sign the petition, you can ask someone you know or you can
get independent help by calling our helpline:

[Petition Officer to add contact defans including website]

Final page
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Final page of petition notice

It is an offence to:

» Sign the petition using a petition signing sheet that was not sent for your use or interfere with

another person's petition signing sheet.

= Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy
for another person.

+ Sign the petition as a proxy on behalf of more than four people, of which ne more than two
may be on behalf of other domestic electors (a domestic elector is one who is not an
overseas or service elector).

+ Sign the petition as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are not allowed to sign

the petition.

Whether you sign in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out whether or not
you are signing the petition whilst you are signing the signing sheet, or to then reveal that
information.

*IMPORTANT - if you choose to sign the petition your name will be marked on the register used
to administer the petition. This is known as the ‘'marked register’ and helps to prevent someone
from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the result of the petition is announced, any person
may apply to the petition officer to inspect the marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition
officer agrees to this request then the inspection will take place under the supervision of local
authority staff and the person can only make handwritten notes, which they may pass to the police

for investigation.
*delete if notice is sent to an anonymous electar

Yours sincerely

Petition Officer
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Form G: Official petition notice for a proxy who may sign the petition by post
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Form G Official petition notice for a proxy who may sign the petition by post

First page of petition notice
Your details: [LOCAL
# [PROXY'S NAME AUTHORITY'S
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS] ADDRESS AND
# Petition Officer fo omit where nolice of peliion sent to an
anonymous elector. Notice to an anonymous elector musf CONTACT DETAIL S‘I
be delivered in & seaked envelape
Number on register: [DATE]

Dear [Froxy's name]
Proxy Postal Notice of Petition to remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of MP

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether [name of MP], the MP for
[constituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide whao will
be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because our records show that *[the person named
on the back of this notice] [another person] has appointed you as a proxy to sign
on their behalf at this petition and you have a postal arrangement in force.

However signing the petition is optional.

*If anonymous eecior aomit the words in the first sef of square brackets. If nof omit the words in the second set of square brackels.

The petition has been started because [name of MP]MP has been [convicted of the [offence]and has
been [senfenced/ordered] to be [imprisonedidetained] for/given a suspended sentence of flength of
sentencel*]I**

{lconvicted of an offence under section 10 of the Pariamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be imprisoned/defainedffined] for/given a suspended sentence of flength of
sentence/level of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)* J]**

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the

code of conduct for MPs*JJ™*
‘Petition Officer to complete as appropriale
“Petilion Officer fo defele the conditions which doas not apply

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] will lose [his/her]
seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of [his/her] seat does not
prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, fname of MP] MP will not
lose [histher] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.
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Second page

Second page of petition notice

Information - signing the petition
We will send your petition signing sheet around [day] [date] [month] [year] ***[addressed to]:

= Petifion Officer to omit where nolice of patition sent to the proxy of an anonymous slector. Notice to praxy of an
anonymous aleclor must be delivered in a sealed envalope,

You should check with the person who has named you as their proxy whether or not they wish
you to sign the petition on their behalf.

For this petition you are the proxy for:

[(Elector's name)

{Elector's address)

{Elector's number on the register)]

[The person with this elector number. (Insert elector's number on the register)].

*If ancnymous elector omit the words in the first set of square brackets. If not omit the words in the second set of
square brackels.

Your postal signing pack

« You will receive a petition signing sheet for this petition because you have postal vote in force.
+ “You will not be able to sign the petition in a signing place.

+ |fyou have not received your postal signing sheet by [day] [date] fmonth] call [insert helpline
number].

How to sign the petition
1. When you receive your petition signing sheet and postal petition statement, read the
instructions carefully,
2. If you choose to sign the petition then you must complete both of these forms and return them
immediately.
3. We need to receive both these forms by [time] on [day/ final day for signing the petition].
If you lose your petition signing sheet and / or postal petition statement, or make a mistake:
+ Please phone the helpline immediately.

+ \We can only issue a replacement postal signing pack before [time] on [day/ date of
deadline].

Final page
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Final page of petition notice

If you would rather sign the petition in person, you must cancel your postal vote before [time]
on [day/ date of deadline]. For more information, please call the helpline. Please note that
when signing the petition in person, you must show an accepted form of photographic
identification. For more information, please [insert suggestion to call helpline and/or visit a
relevant website, as appropriate].

If you miss the post, you can hand in your signing sheet and the signing sheet of up to five others at the
council office during office hours to a person authorised to receive signing sheets or at any petition signing
place in *felecforal area] before [time] on [day] [date of final signing day].

If you need information in another format, please call our helpline below.

If you need help to sign the petition, you can ask someone you know or you can
get independent help by calling our helpline:

[Petition Officer fo add confact defalls including website]

It is an offence to:

« Sign the petition using a petition signing sheet that was not sent for your use or interfere with
another person’s petition signing sheet.

+ Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy
for another person.

+ Sign the petition as a proxy on behalf of more than four people, of which no mere than two
may be on behalf of other domestic electors (a domestic elector is one who is not an
overseas or service elector).

+ Sign the petition as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are not allowed to sign

the petition.

Whether you sign in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find
out whether or not you are signing the petition whilst you are signing the signing
sheet, or to then reveal that information,

*IMPORTANT - if you choose to sign the petition, the name of the person on whose behalf you
have signed, will be marked on the register used to administer the petition. This is known as the
‘marked register' and helps to prevent someone from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the
result of the petition is announced, any person may apply to the petition officer to inspect the
marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition officer agrees to this request then the
inspection will take place under the supervision of local authority staff and the person can only
make handwritten notes, which they may pass to the police for investigation.

*dalete if notice is senf fo an anonymous elector

Yours sincerely

Petition Officer
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Form K: Postal petition statement
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Postal petition statement [Space for barcode]

Petition to Remove the MP for [insert name of constituency],
[insert name of MP]

Final day for receipt of completed petition signing sheets: [day]
[date] [month] [year]

Important — You only need to sign this petition statement if you wish to sign the
petition. Signing the petition is optional.

If you wish to sign the petition, you must also fill in and return this statement
with your petition signing sheet for your signature in support of the petition to
be counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

Name Petition signing sheet number

* Petition Officer to insert name but omit where sent to an anonymous elector,

{!) Check that the number on the back of your signing sheet matches the number shown
above. If these do not match, call us immediately on finsert helpline number].

I am the person the signing sheet numbered above was sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is: (You
must sign inside the
box)

* Petition Officer to
indicate where the
elector has been granted
a waiver and that a
signature is not required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to sign the petition using a signing sheet that was not
sent for your use or interfere with another person’s signing sheet. It is
an offence to sign the petition more than once (unless you are
appointed as a proxy).

Petition Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.
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¢} Instructions for signing the petition by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. If you choose to sign the petition for your MP to be removed you must complete and return
both the petition signing sheet and this statement.

2. This statement is used to check who you are, who you say you are, and your petition
signing sheet will be included in the petition count.

3. Make sure you have filled in the signature box and date of birth on this statement,
4. Do not mark the signing sheet in any other way or your support of the petition may not count.

5. We must get your signing sheet and this statement by [time] on [day] [date of final signing

day].

B. If you miss the post, you can hand in your signing sheet and/or the signing sheet of others at
the council office during office hours to a person authorised to receive signing sheets or at any
petition signing place in [electoral area] before [time] on [day] [date of final signing day].

7. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the signing sheet you are handing

in to be accepted.

You can hand in your own signing sheet and signing sheets of up to 5 other people.

9. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own signing sheet and the signing
sheets of up to 5 family members or people for whom you provide regular care.

10. Do not put any signing sheets in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

11. If you would rather sign the petition in persen or ask someone else to sign the petition on your
behalf (if you are not already an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal arrangement
before S5pm on [day/date of deadline]. If you decide to cancel and sign the petition in person,
you will need to bring a form of accepted photographic identification. If a person is signing the
petition on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their own identification.

12. After we receive your signing sheet, you cannot sign the petition in person at a petition signing
place.

o

€ Getting help

* |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by
calling the helpline on finsert helpline number]. The person helping you must nct tell
anyone how you voted.

* Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English.

* |fyou make a mistake, or lose your signing sheet, you can get a replacement. Call us
immediately as we can only issue a replacement before Spm on [day] [date] [month]. If you
apply after 5pm on [day] [day before final signing day] we can only issue a replacement if you
return this signing pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to sign the petition more than once unless you are
signing on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you sign in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out
whether or not you are signing the petition whilst you are signing the signing sheet, or to
then reveal that information.

The Petition Officer issued this statement.
Petition Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.
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Form L: Statement as to postal petition signing sheets, proxies and additional data
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Form L Statement as to postal petition signing sheets, proxies and additional data

First page of statement

STATEMENT AS TO POSTAL PETITION SIGNING SHEETS,
PROXIES AND ADDITIONAL DATA

RECALL OF MPs ACT 2015

RECALL PETITION

Constituency:

Petition Signing Period: from to

A | Issue of postal signing packs Number
1 | Total number of original postal signing packs issued

2 | Number of postal signing packs replaced due to the original pack being lost (or
not received)

3 | Number of postal signing packs replaced due to the original being spoiled
Number of postal signing packs replaced due to the elector requesting the pack
to be sent to a different address

5 | Total number of postal signing packs issued (i.e. Total of A1 to Ad)

B | Waivers Number
1 | Number of signature waivers issued

C | Receipt of postal signing packs Number

1 | Number of complete postal signing packs received by the close of the petition
{excluding those returned in C3-C14)

2a | Number of postal petition statements received by close of petition without the
corresponding petition signing sheet

2b | Number of petition signing sheets received by close of petition without the
corresponding postal petition staternent

3 | Number of postal signing packs cancelled on request of elector by Spm on the
eleventh working day before the final day of the petition signing period

4 | Number of postal signing packs cancelled as lost 5 hours before the petition
closed on the final signing day

5 | Mumber of postal signing packs cancelled as spoiled 5 hours before the petition
closed on the final signing day

& | Number of postal signing packs returned as undeliverable by the seventh
calendar day after the petition clesed

In ifems 7-1.3 record the number of postal signing packs handed in af a pefition
signing place or fo the Petition Officer before the close of the petition thal were
rejacted because of the following reasons:

(A) The form accompanying the postal signing packs handed in was nof fully
complefed (under ragulation 99B(1)(a) or regulation 102B(1)(a))

(B) the number of postal signing packs handed in excesded the permitted
number (under regulation 99B8(1)(b)&(c) or reguiation 102B(1)(b)&{c))

{C) the postal signing packs were handed in by a poiitical campaigner not
permitted to handle the postal signing packs (under regulation 998(3) or
regulation 1028(3))
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Final page of statement

In item 14 record the number of postal signing packs that were rejecied
because they were laft behind with no form attached (under regulation 93D or
regufation 1020)

7| Number of postal signing packs rejected under reason (&)

8 | Mumber of postal signing packs rejected under reason (B)
9 | Number of postal signing packs rejected under reasan (C)
10 | Number of postal signing packs rejected under reason (A) AND (B)

11 | Number of postal signing packs rejected under reason (A) AND (C)
12 | Number of postal signing packs rejected under reason (B) AND (C)
13 | Number of postal signing packs rejected under reason (A), (B) AND (C)

14 | Number of postal signing packs received at a pelition signing place or by the
Petition Cfficer before the close of the petition rejected as the postal signing
packs were left behind with no form attached {under regulation 98D or
regulation 102D}

15 | Number of postal signing packs received between the close of the petition and
the seventh calendar day thereafter

16 | Total number of postal signing packs not returned (including empty envelopes
and any signing packs received more than seven calendar days after the
petition closed)

17 | Total postal signing packs (i.e. Total of C1-C16)

D | Checks on personal identifiers Number

1 | Number of postal petition statements checked against the personal identifier
record

2 | Number of postal petition statements where required personal identifiers were
verified as valid

3a | Number of postal petition statements rejected because there was no signature

3b | Number of postal petition statements rejected because there was no date of
birth

3c | Number of postal petition statements rejected because there was no signature
and no date of birth

4a | Number of postal petition statements rejected due to a mismatched signature
4b | Number of postal petition statements rejected due to a mismatched date of birth

4o | Number of postal petition statements rejected due to a mismateh of both
identifiers

5 | Number of postal petition statements not checked against the personal identifier
record and accepted

6 | Total checks on personal identifiers (i.e. Total of D2-D5 and total should
equal D1 and C1)

E | Summary of postal signing packs Number

1 Number of postal signing packs rejected due to missing petition signing sheet or
postal petition statement

2 | Number of postal petition statements rejected due to absence or mismatch of
personal identifiers

3 | Number of postal petition signing sheets sent to the count

F | Proxies Number

1 | Number of standard proxies appointed

2 | Number of emergency proxies appointed
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Final page

Final page of statement

3 | Number of postal proxies appointed

4 | Total number of proxies issued [l.e. Total of F1to F3)

Signature

Petition Officer
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PART 2

Forms for recall petitions in Northern Ireland

Form E: Official petition notice for an elector who may sign the petition by post

First page
Form E Official petition notice for an elector who may sign the petition by post
First page of petition notice
Your details: [ELECTORAL OFFICE
# [ELECTOR'S NAME FOR NORTHERN
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS] IRELAND ADDRESS

# Petifion Officer fo omil where nolice of peliton sent fo an

anonymous eleclor, Nolice o an anonymous elecior must AND CONTACT
be delivered in a sealed envelope DETAILS]
Number on register: [DATE]

Dear [Elector's name]
Postal Notice of Petition to remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether {name of MP], the MP for
[constituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who will
be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because your name is on the electoral register and you
have a postal vote arrangement in force, however signing the petition is optional

The petition has been started because [name of MP]MP has been fconvicted of the [offence] and has
been [sentenced/ordered] fo be [imprsoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of flength of
sentence]" ™"

[lconvicted of an offence under section 10 of the Parfiamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentencedriordered] fo be imprisoned/detained/ifined] for/given a suspended sentence of flength of
sentencedevel of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)* JJ**

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the
code of conduct for MPs*]j**

“Pelition Offficer to complete as appropriale
“*Palition Officer o defate the conditans which does not apply

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] will lose [histher]
seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of [his/her] seat does not
prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-glection.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [nrame of MP] MP will not
lose [histher] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.

Information - signing the petition
We will send your petition signing sheet around fday] [date] [month] [year] # [addressed to]:

# [Elector's name and qualifying address here]

173



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

Second page

174



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

Second page of petition notice

Your postal signing pack

« You will receive a petition signing sheet for this petition because you have a postal vote in
force.

« You will not be able to sign the petition at a signing place.

» [fyou have not received your postal signing sheet by [day] [date] [month] call [insert heipline
number].

How to sign the petition

1. When you receive your petition signing sheet, read the instructions carefully.

2. You will also be senta Declaration of Identity.

3. If you choose to sign the petition then you must complete both of these forms and return them
immediately.

4. We need to receive both these forms by [time] on [day/ final day for signing the petition]

If you lose your petition signing sheet and / or declaration of identity, or make a mistake:

» Please phone the helpline immediately.

« \We can only issue a replacement postal signing pack before [time] on [day/ date of
deadline].

If you would rather sign the petition in person, or ask someone else to sign on your behalf, you
must cancel your postal vote before [time] on [day/date of deadline]. For more information,
please call the helpline. Please note that when signing the petition in person, you or someone who
is signing the petition on your behalf must show an accepted form of photographic identification.
For more information, please [insert suggestion to call relpline and/or visit a relevant website,
as appropriate].

If you miss the post, you can hand in your signing sheet and the signing sheet of up to five others at
the Electoral Office during office hours to a person authorised to receive signing sheets before ftime]
on [day] [date of final signing day].

*Note that if you have an anonymous entry on the register you will not be able to sign in person

but you can ask someone else to sign by post on your behalf.
“Petition Officar only to include on postal pefition notice sent to an anonymous elector

If you need information in another format, please call our helpline below.

If you need help to sign the petition, you can ask someone you know or you
can get independent help by calling our helpline:

[Petition Officer to add contact defails including website]
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It is an offence to:

« Sign the petition using a petition signing sheet that was not sent for your use or interfere with
another person's petition signing sheet.

« Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy
for another person.

« Sign the petition as a proxy on behalf of more than four people, of which no more than two
may be on behalf of other domestic electors (a domestic elector is one who is not an
overseas or service elector).

» Sign the petition as a proxy for someaone if you know that by law they are not allowed to sign

the petition.

Whether you sign in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out whether
or not you are signing the petition whilst you are signing the signing sheet, or to then reveal
that information.

Final page of petition notice

* IMPORTANT - if you choose to sign the petition your name will be marked on the register used
to administer the petition. This is known as the ‘marked register’ and helps to prevent someone
from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the result of the petition is announced, any person
may apply to the petition officer to inspect the marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition
officer agrees to this request then the inspection will take place under the supervision of local
authority staff and the person can only make handwritten notes, which they may pass to the
police for investigation.

* delefe if nolice is sent to an anonymous elsctor

Yours sincerely

Petition Officer
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Form G: Official petition notice for a proxy who may sign the petition by post
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Form G Official petition notice for a proxy who may sign the petition by post

First page of petition notice
Your details: ELECTORAL OFFICE
# [PROXY'S NAME FOR NORTHERN
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS] IRELAND ADDRESS
# Pelition Officer to omit where notice of pefifion sent o an
anonymous elector. Nolice to an anonymous elector must AND CONTACT
be delivered in & sealed envelope DE TA;‘LS]

Number on register:
[DATE]

Dear [FProxy's name]

Proxy Postal Notice of Petition to remove the MP for f[name of constituency], [name of MP]

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether [name of MP], the MP for
[constituency] should lose [histher] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who will
be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because our records show that *fthe person named
on the back of this notice] [another person] has appointed you as a proxy te sign
on their behalf at this petition and you have a postal arrangement in force.
However signing the petition is optional.
*If ancnymous elector omit the werds in the first set of square brackets. If nof omit the words in the second set of square brackels.

The petition has been started because [name of MP]MP has been [convicted of the [offence/and has
been [senfenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of flength of
sentencel'J]*

{fconvicted of an offence under section 10 of the Parliamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/defainedfined] for/given a suspended sentence of [length of
sentencefevel of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)* JJ**

{[suspended from sitfing in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the

code of conduct for MPs*J]**
*Petifion Officer to complete as appropriate
**Petiion Offcer to defete the conditions which does not apply

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, fname of MP] will lose [histher]
seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of [histher] seat does not
prevent fname of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, fname of MP] MP will not
lose [histher] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.
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Second page of petition notice

Information - signing the petition
We will send your petition signing sheet around [day] [date] [month] [year] ***[addressed fo]:

=* Petition Officer to omif where notice of pefition sent fo the proxy of an anonymous elector. Nofice to proxy of an
anonymous eleclor must be delivered in a sealed envelope,

You should check with the person who has named you as their proxy whether or not they wish
yau fo sign the petition on their behalf.

For this petition you are the proxy for:

[(Elector's name)

(Elector’s address)

{Elector's number on the register)]

[The person with this elector number. (Insert elector’'s number on the register)].

*If anonymous efeclor omit the words in the first set of square brackets. If not omit the words in the second set of
square brackets.

Your postal signing pack

« You will receive a petition signing sheet for this petition because you have postal vote in force.

« You will not be able to sign the petition in a signing place.

« |fyou have not received your postal signing sheet by [day] [date] fmonth] call [insert helpline
number].

How to sign the petition

1. When you receive your petition signing sheet and declaration of identity, read the instructions
carefully.
2. Ifyou choose to sign the petition then you must complete both of these forms and return them

immediately.
3. We need to receive both these forms by [time] on [day/ final day for signing the petition].

If you lose your petition signing sheet and / or postal petition statement, or make a mistake:
» Please phone the helpline immediately.

« \We can only issue a replacement postal signing pack before [time] on [day/ date of
deadline].
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Final page of petition notice

If you would rather sign the petition in person, you must cancel your postal vote before [time]
on [day/ date of deadline]. For more information, please call the helpline. Please note that
when signing the petition in person, you must show an accepted form of photographic
identification. For more information, please [insert suggestion to call helpline and/or visit a
relevant website, as appropriate].

If you miss the post, you can hand in your signing sheet and the signing sheet of up to five others at the
Electoral Office during office hours to a person authorised to receive signing sheets before ftime] on [day]
[date of final signing day].

If you need information in another format, please call our helpline below.

If you need help to sign the petition, you can ask someone you know or you can
get independent help by calling our helpline:

[Petition Officer to add confact dafails including website]

It is an offence to:

« Sign the petition using a petition signing sheet that was not sent for your use or interfere with
another person's petition signing sheet.

« Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy
for another person.

« Sign the petition as a proxy on behalf of more than four people, of which no more than two
may be on behalf of other domestic electors (a domestic elector is one who is not an
overseas or service elector).

« Sign the petition as a proxy for sameone if you know that by law they are not allowed to sign

the petition.

Whether you sign in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find
out whether or not you are signing the petition whilst you are signing the signing
sheet, or to then reveal that information.

*IMPORTANT - if you choose to sign the petition, the name of the person on whose behalf you
have signed, will be marked on the register used to administer the petition. This is known as the
‘marked register' and helps to prevent someone from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the
result of the petition is announced, any person may apply to the petition officer to inspect the
marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition officer agrees to this request then the
inspection will take place under the supervision of Electoral Office staff and the person can only
make handwritten notes, which they may pass to the police for investigation.

*defete if notice is sent fo an anonymous efector

Yours sincerely

Petition Officer
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Form L: Statement as to postal petition signing sheets, proxies and additional data

First page
Form L Staterment as to postal petition signing sheets, proxies and additional data
STATEMENT AS TO POSTAL PETITION SIGNING SHEETS,
PROXIES AND ADDITIONAL DATA
RECALL OF MPs ACT 2015
RECALL PETITION

Constituency:
Petition Signing Period: from fo
A Issue of postal signing packs Number
1 Tatal number of onginal pastal signing packs issued
2 Mumber of postal signing packs replaced due to the original pack being lost (or not

received)
3 Mumber of postal signing packs replaced due to the original being spoiled
4 Mumber of postal signing packs replaced due to the elector requesting the pack to be

sent to a different address
5 Total number of postal signing packs issued (i.e Total of A1 to Ad)
B Waivers Wumber
1 Number of signature waivers issued
c Receipt of postal signing packs Wumber

1 Mumber of complete postal signing packs received by the close of the petition (excluding
thosa returned in C3-C14)

2a Mumber of declarations. of identity received by close of petition without the
conesponding petition signing shest

2b MNumber of petition signing sheets received by close of petition without the
conesponding declaration of identity

3 MNumber of postal signing packs cancelled on request of elector by Spm on the eleventh
working day before the final day of the petition signing period

4 Mumber of postal signing packs cancelled as lost by SPM on the day before the final

signing day

5 Mumber of postal signing packs cancelled as spoiled by 5PM on the day before the final
signing day

3] Number of postal signing packs retumed as undeliverable by the seventh calendar day
after the petition closed

in items 7-13 record the number of postal signing packs handed in to the Petilion Officer
bafore the close of the pelition that were rejectad because of the following reasons.

(4] The form accompanying the postal signing packs handed in was not fully compleled
(under regulation 1028(1){a)}

(B8] the number of postal signing packs handed in exceeded the permited number
(under regulation 1028(1)ib)&fc))

{C) the postal signing packs were handed in by a poliical campaigner not permitled to
handie the postal signing pachs (under requiation 1028(3))

In item 14 record the number of postal signing packs thal were rejecied because they
wave lafl behind with no form attached (under regulation 1020]
T Mumber of postal signing packs rejected under reason (A)

] Mumber of postal signing packs rejected under reason (B)
a Mumber of postal signing packs rejected under reason (C)
10 | Number of postal signing packs rejected under reason (A) AND (B)

Final page
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11 MNumber of postal signing packs rejected under reason (A) AMD (C)
12 | Number of postal signing packs rejected under reason (B) AND (C)
13 Number of pestal signing packs rejected under reason (A), (B) AND (C}

14 Mumber of postal signing packs received by the Petition Officer before the close of the
petition rejected as the postal signing packs were left behind with no form attached
{under requlation 1020)

15 Number of postal signing packs received between the dose of the petition and the
seventh calendar day thereafter

16 | Total number of postal signing packs not returned (including empty envelopes and any
signing packs received more than seven calendar days after the petition closed)

17 | Total postal signing packs (i.e. Total of C1-C16)

D Checks on personal identifiers Number

1 Number of declarations of identity checked against the personal identifier record

2 Number of declarations of idenfity where requwed personal identifiers were verfied as
valid
3a Number of declarations of identity rejected because there was no signature

3b | Mumber of declarations of identity rejected because there was no date of birth

3 Mumber of declarations of identity rejected because there was no signature and no date
of hirth
d4a | Mumber of declarations of identity rejected due to a mismatched signature

4b Mumber of declarations of identity rejected due to a mismatched date of birth
4c Number of declarations of identity rejected due to a mismatch of both identifiers
5 MNumber of declarations of identity not checked against the personal identifier record and

accepted
6 Total checks on personal identifiers (i.e. Total of D2-D5 and total should equal C1 and
53]}
E Summary of postal signing packs Number

1 Number of postal signing packs rejected due to missing petition signing sheet or
declaration of identity

2 MNumber of declarations of identity rejected due to absence or mismatch of personal
identifiers

3 Number of postal petition signing sheets sent to the count

F Proxies Number
1 Mumber of standard proxies appointed

2 Number of postal proxies appointed

3 Total number of proxies issued (i.e. Total of F1 to F2)

Date: Signature:
" Pelition Officer

Electoral Office for Northern Ireland

185



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

Form M: Declaration of identity

First page

186



Document Generated: 2023-11-27
Draft Legislation: This is a draft item of legislation. This draft has since been made as a UK Statutory Instrument:
The Representation of the People (Postal Vote Handling and Secrecy) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 No. 1225

Declaration of Identity [Space for barcode]

Petition to Remove the MP for [insert name of constituency],
[insert name of MP]

Final day for receipt of completed petition signing sheets: [day]
[date] [month] [year]

Important — You only need to sign this declaration if you wish to sign the
petition. Signing the petition is optional.

If you wish to sign the petition, you must also fill in and return this statement
with your petition signing sheet for your signature in support of the petition to
be counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

Name* Petition signing sheet number

* Petition Officer to inserf name but omit where sent to an anonymous elector,

(!) Check that the number on the back of your signing sheet matches the number shown
above. If these do not match, call us immediately on [insert helpline number].

I am the person the signing sheet numbered above was sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

¥ My Signature is: (You
must sign inside the
box)

* Pefition Officer to
indicate where the
elector has been granted
a waiver and that a
signature is not required

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to sign the petition using a signing sheet that was not
sent for your use or interfere with another person’s signing sheet. It is
an offence to sign the petition more than once (unless you are
appointed as a proxy).

Petition Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Final page
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€ Instructions for signing the petition by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. If you choose to sign the petition for your MP to be removed you must complete and return
both the petition signing sheet and this declaration.

2. This declaration is used to check who you are, who you say you are, and your petition
signing sheet will be included in the petition count.

3. Make sure you have filled in the signature box and date of birth on this declaration.

4. Do not mark the signing sheet in any other way or your support of the petition may not count.

5. Put the signing sheet in the smaller envelope marked “A” and seal it. Then put the envelope
marked “A" together with this declaration of identity, in the larger envelope marked “B"

6. Ve must get your signing sheet and this declaration by [time] on [day] [date of final signing
day].

7. If you miss the post, you can hand in your signing sheet and/or the signing sheet of others at the
Electoral Cffice during office hours to a person authorised to receive signing sheets befare ftime]
on [day] [date of final signing day].

8. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the signing sheet you are handing
in to be accepted.

9. You can hand in your own signing sheet and signing sheets of up to 5 other people.

10. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own signing sheet and the signing
sheets of up to 5 family members or people for whom you provide regular care.

11. Do not put any signing sheets in the letter box of the Electoral Office as they will be rejected.

12. If you would rather sign the petition in person or ask someone else to sign the petition on your
behalf (if you are not already an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal arrangement
before 5pm on [day/date of deadline]. If you decide to cancel and sign the petition in person,
you will need to bring a form of accepted photographic identification. If a person is signing the
petition on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their own identification.

13. After we receive your signing sheet, you cannot sign the petition in person at a petition signing
place.

¥ Getting help

= |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by
calling the helpline on [insert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell
anyone how you voted.

* Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English.

* |f you make a mistake, or lose your signing sheet, you can get a replacement. Call us
immediately as we can only issue a replacement before 5pm on [day] [date] [month].

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to sign the petition more than once unless you are
signing on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you sign in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out
whether or not you are signing the petition whilst you are signing the signing sheet, or o
then reveal that information.

The Petition Officer issued this statement.
Petition Officer fo add pictorfal guidance as appropriate.
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SCHEDULE 9 Regulation 11(2)(c) and (4)(c)

Combined Authorities (Mayoral Elections) Order 2017 forms

PART 1

Combined authority mayoral elections: standalone poll

Form 7: Postal voting statement
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Election of the Mayor for [insert name of combined authority]

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper number

* Returning Officer to insert hame but omit where sent to an anonymous
elector

(!) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* Returning Officer fo
indicate where the
elector has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
reguired

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same election (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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€) Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. For your vote to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal veting statement with
your ballot paper.

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voting
statement.

*Returning Officer to indicate where the elector has been granted a waiver and that a signature is
not required

3. Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross [ in the box next to your choice.

. Do not mark the ballot papers in any other way or your vote may not count.

4

5. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

B. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andfor the postal vote of others at the
council office during office hours to a person authorised to receive postal votes or at any polling
station in the local authority area before 10pm on [day] [date of poli].

7. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are
handing in to be accepted.

8. You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

9. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of
up to 5 family members or peaple for whom you provide regular care.

10.Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

11.1f you would rather vote in person or ask someone else to vote on your behalf (if you are not
already an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before 5pm on [day/date of
deadline]. If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted
photographic identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their
own identification.

12. After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot paper, you cannot vote in person at a
polling station in this election.

€¥ Getting help

* |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by
calling the helpline on finsert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell
anyone how you voted.

* Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English.

* |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can geta
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before S5pm on [day]
[date] [month]. If you apply after Spm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement if
you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same election unless
you are voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out who
you are voting for whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal
that information.

The Retumning Officer issued this statement.
Returning Cfficer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.
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Form 9: Official postal poll card
Front of card

Your details:

Postal poll card
* [Eleclor’s name and qualifying address delails

Election of Mayor for here]
[insert name of combined authority] : ?fummg Officer fc;;;mﬂ b;f:lrep;!: card sent
2 an anonymous el for. card o an
Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year] anonymods ey
sealed envelope

Electoral register number:

Voting information

We will send your postal vote around [day] Your postal vote
[date] [ month] [vear] *[addressed to:] o You will receive a postal vote for this
election beca ked to vote
*[Elector's name and address] by p.;:tn e ’
* Returning Officer to omit where poll card sent fo an o Youwill not be able to vete in a polling station.
anonymous elector. + Ifyou have not received your postal vote by
[day] [date] [month] call
[insert helpline number].

If you lose your postal vote or make a mistake
¢ Please phone the helpline immediately.

» We can only issue a replacement postal vote
beforeSpm on [day/date of deadline].

Please turn over

Rear of card
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How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the
instructions carefully,

2. Yourpostal vete incledes your ballot paper and a
postal valing statement,

3. Complete both of these and retum them
immedately.

4. We need to receive your postal vele by
10pm on [day/date of poll].

If you miss the post, you ¢an hand in your postal vote
andior the postal vote of others at the council office during
office hours to a person authonsed to receive postal
votes, of at any polling station in the electoral area before
10pm on [day] [date of poll].

It is an offence to:

« vete using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or
interfere with anather voter's ballot paper

» vote more than once at the same election, unless you are voting
on your own behalf and as a proxy for ancther persen
¢ vete as a proxy on behalf of more than four electors, of which no

more than two may be on behalf of other domestic electors (a
domestic elector is one who is not an overseas or senvice elector).

« vote as a proxy for somecne if you know that by law they are
not allowed tovote

“ If you need information in another format,
please call our helpline below.

“ If you need help to vote, you can ask
someone you know or get independent
help by calling our helpline:

[insert helpling and other defalls including website]

The Retumning Officer issued this card.

Form 11: Official proxy postal poll card
Front of card

If you would rather vote in person, or ask someone else to
vote on your behalf

+  you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on fday/date
of deadline].

¢+ Please note that when voting in person, you or someone
who is voting on your behalf must show an accepted form of
photographic identification. For more information, please
[insert suggestion & call hefpling andior visit a relevant
websile, as appropriate].

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence
for someone to try to find out who you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper,
orto then reveal that information.

If undelivered retumn to
[insert refurn address]
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Proxy postal poll card

Election of Mayor for
finsert name of combined authority]

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Voting information

We will send your postal vote around [day] [date]
[month] [year] *[addressed to:]

* [Froxy's name and qualifying address detalls here]
* Returning Officer to omit where poll card sent to the proxy

of an anonymous elector. Poll card to proxy of an
anonymous efector must be delivered in a sealedenvelope.

Please turn over

Rear of card
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Voting as a proxy

** [The person named on the back of this card]
[Another person| has appointed you as a proxy to
vote on their behalf at this election.

** If senf to the proxy of an anonymous elector omit
the words in the first set of brackets, if not omit
the words in the second set of brackets.

Your postal vote

& Youwill receive a postal vote for this election
because you asked to vote by post.

e Youwill not be able to vote as a proxy in a polling
station.

# [f you have not received your postal vote

by [day] [date] fmonth] call [insert
helpline number].

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is
an offence for someone else to try to find out
who you are voting for whilst you are putting
your mark on your ballot paper, or to then
reveal that information.
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If you lose your postal vote or make a

For this election you are proxy for, mistake

* {(Elector’s name) + Please phone the helpling immediately.
{Elector's address) _
(Elecior's number on register)] + We can only issue a replacement postal vote

before 5pm on [day/date of deadine].

[the person with this elector number: (Insert efector's number on Hyou wouk eathet Voke in person, you inuet

registe)] cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/ date
* If ancnymous elector omif the words in the first set of square of deadline]. Please note that when voting in
brackels, if not omit the words in the second sel of square person, you must show an accepted form of
brackels phatographic identification and this must be your

own identification, not that of the person you are

How to vote voting on behalf of. For more information, please
owio vo [insert suggestion to call helpline and/or visit
1. When you receve your postal vote, read the instructions carefully. a relevant website, as appropriate]
Itis an offence to:
2. Your postal vote includes your balkot paper and a postal voting
statement. + vote using a ballot paper that was not sent
) ) for your use or interfere with ancther voler's
3. Complete both of these and return them immediately. ballot paper
4. We need to receive your postal vote by 10pm on « vote mare than once at the same election,
[day/date of poli]. unless you are voting on your own behalf
and as a proxy for anather persen
If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andlor the postal
vote of others at the council office during office hours to a person # vate as a proxy on behalf of more than four
authorised to receive postal votes, or at any polling station in the local electors, of which no more than two may be
autharity area before 10pm on [day] [date of poll]. on behalf of cther domestic electars (a
domestic elector is one who is not an
“ If you need information in another format, please call overseas of senvice elector).
our helpline below. « vote as a proxy for someone if you know that

by law they are not allowed to vote
The Retuming Officer issued this card.

If undelivered return to
[Insert retum address]

0 you need help to vote, you can ask someone you
know or get independent help by calling our helpline:

[insert helpline o other detalls including website]

PART 2

Combined authority mayoral elections: combined poll
Form 7(1): Postal voting statement (joint issue)
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Election of the Mayor for [insert name of combined authority]

[Relevant Returning or Counting Officer fo insert title(s) of other election(s) and
referendums as appropriate]

Date of election(s) [and referendum(s)] [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot papers for them to
be counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper numbers

* Relevant Returning or Counting Officer to insert name but omit where sent
to an anonymous elector

(!) Check that the numbers on the backs of your ballot papers match the
numbers shown above. If they do not match, call us immediately on
[finsert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot papers numbered above were
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is: (You
must sign inside the
box)

* Relavant Returning
Officer or Counting
Officer to indicate where
the elector has been
granted a waiver amd
fhat a sighature is not
reguired

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use
or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to vote more
than once at the same election [or referendum] (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Relevant Returning or Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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€ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us en finsert helpline number]

1. For your vetes to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voling statement with all your ballot papers (Ested
below).

2_ Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal veting statemant.

* Relevant Returning ar Counting Officer to indicate where the alactor has been granted a waiver and thal a signature is
nof required

* UK Parliamentary election ({insert eolour] ballat paper)
= [Vote for only one candidate by putiing a cross @ in the box next to your choice ]

* [Local government election]/[Parish council election] (finsert colour] ballat paper)
= [Vote for only ane candidate by putiing a cross & in the box next to your choice ]
= [Vote for no maore than candidates by putting a cross @ in the box next to each of your choices.]

* Election of the Mayor for finsert combined authority namej ([insert colour] ballot paper)
= Vate for only one candidate by putting a cross B in the box next to your choice.

* [Specify othet] electionireferendum ([insert coloud] ballot paper)
= [Specify voling insiructions in accordance with the legrsiabion governing the election or refersndum

* Ralavant Relurning or Counting Officer to add/amend as appropriate.
3. Do not mark the ballot papers in any other way or your votes may not count

4. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

5. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andfor the postal vote of cthers at the council office during office
hours to a person authorsed 1o receive postal voles of at any polling station in the * area before 10pm on fday]
[dare of pall].

. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vete(s) you are handing in to be accepted.

7. You can hand in your own postal vote(s) and postal votes for up to 5 other voters,

8. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of up to 5 family members or
people for whom you provide regular care.

9. Do nat put any postal vates in the latter box of the councll office as they will be rejectad.

10. If you would rather vate in person or ask somecne else to vate on your behalf (if you are not already an appainted praxy)
you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on [dayfdate of deadiine), If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you wall
need to bring a form of accepted photographic identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring
their own identification

11 After we receive your postal voling statement and ballot papers, you cannot vote in persen at a polling station in [this]
[thesa] election(s) [and referendumn(s)].

€» Getting help

= [fyou need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by calling the
helpline on [insert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell anyone how you voted.

= Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or languages
other than English.

= |fyou make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot papers or this staternent, you can geta
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before Spm on [day]
[date] [month]. If you apply after Spm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement if
you return this ballot pack in person.

Electeral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same election [or referendum] unless you
are voting on your own behalf and as a prexy for another persen).

‘Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out who you are woting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that information.

The [Returning f Counting] Officer ssued this statement
Relevant Returning or Couniing Officer fo add pictoral guidance as approprale.

Form 7(2): Postal voting statement (standalone issue)
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Election of the Mayor for [insert name of combined authority]

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Name Ballot paper number

* Returning Officer to insert hame but omit where sent to an anonymous
elector

(!) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Month Year

* My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* Returning Officer fo
indicate where the
elector has been
granted a waiver and
that a signature is not
reguired

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same election (unless you are appointed
as a proxy).

Returning Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.

Rear of form
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€) Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on [insert helpline number]

1. For your vote to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal veting statement with
your ballot paper.

2. Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voting
statement.

*Returning Officer to indicate where the elector has been granted a waiver and that a signature is
not required

3. Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross [ in the box next to your choice.

. Do not mark the ballot papers in any other way or your vote may not count.

4

5. We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

B. If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andfor the postal vote of others at the
council office during office hours to a person authorised to receive postal votes or at any polling
station in the local authority area before 10pm on [day] [date of poli].

7. You will be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vote(s) you are
handing in to be accepted.

8. You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to 5 other voters.

9. If you are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vote plus the votes of
up to 5 family members or peaple for whom you provide regular care.

10.Do not put any postal votes in the letter box of the council office as they will be rejected.

11.1f you would rather vote in person or ask someone else to vote on your behalf (if you are not
already an appointed proxy) you must cancel your postal vote before 5pm on [day/date of
deadline]. If you decide to cancel and vote in person, you will need to bring a form of accepted
photographic identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their
own identification.

12. After we receive your postal voting statement and ballot paper, you cannot vote in person at a
polling station in this election.

€¥ Getting help

* |f you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by
calling the helpline on finsert helpline number]. The person helping you must not tell
anyone how you voted.

* Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or
languages other than English.

* |f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can geta
replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before S5pm on [day]
[date] [month]. If you apply after Spm on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement if
you return this ballot pack in person.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the same election unless
you are voting on your own behalf and as a proxy for another person.

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someone to try to find out who
you are voting for whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal
that information.

The Retumning Officer issued this statement.
Returning Cfficer to add pictorial guidance as appropriate.
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Form 9: Official postal poll card
Front of card

Your details:

Postal poll card
* [Eleclor’s name and qualifying address delails

Election of Mayor for here]
[insert name of combined authority] : ?fummg Officer fc;;;mﬂ b;f:lrep;!: card sent
2 an anonymous el for. card o an
Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year] anonymods ey
sealed envelope

Electoral register number:

Voting information

We will send your postal vote around [day] Your postal vote
[date] [ month] [vear] *[addressed to:] o You will receive a postal vote for this
election beca ked to vote
*[Elector's name and address] by p.;:tn e ’
* Returning Officer to omit where poll card sent fo an o Youwill not be able to vete in a polling station.
anonymous elector. + Ifyou have not received your postal vote by
[day] [date] [month] call
[insert helpline number].

If you lose your postal vote or make a mistake
¢ Please phone the helpline immediately.

» We can only issue a replacement postal vote
beforeSpm on [day/date of deadline].

Please turn over

Rear of card
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How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vote, read the
instructions carefully,

2. Yourpostal vete incledes your ballot paper and a
postal valing statement,

3. Complete both of these and retum them
immedately.

4. We need to receive your postal vele by
10pm on [day/date of poll].

If you miss the post, you ¢an hand in your postal vote
andior the postal vote of others at the council office during
office hours to a person authonsed to receive postal
votes, of at any polling station in the electoral area before
10pm on [day] [date of poll].

It is an offence to:

« vete using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or
interfere with anather voter's ballot paper

» vote more than once at the same election, unless you are voting
on your own behalf and as a proxy for ancther persen
¢ vete as a proxy on behalf of more than four electors, of which no

more than two may be on behalf of other domestic electors (a
domestic elector is one who is not an overseas or senvice elector).

« vote as a proxy for somecne if you know that by law they are
not allowed tovote

“ If you need information in another format,
please call our helpline below.

“ If you need help to vote, you can ask
someone you know or get independent
help by calling our helpline:

[insert helpling and other defalls including website]

The Retumning Officer issued this card.

Form 11: Official proxy postal poll card
Front of card

If you would rather vote in person, or ask someone else to
vote on your behalf

+  you must cancel your postal vote before Spm on fday/date
of deadline].

¢+ Please note that when voting in person, you or someone
who is voting on your behalf must show an accepted form of
photographic identification. For more information, please
[insert suggestion & call hefpling andior visit a relevant
websile, as appropriate].

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence
for someone to try to find out who you are voting for
whilst you are putting your mark on your ballot paper,
orto then reveal that information.

If undelivered retumn to
[insert refurn address]
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Proxy postal poll card

Election of Mayor for
finsert name of combined authority]

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Voting information

We will send your postal vote around [day] [date]
[month] [year] *[addressed to:]

* [Froxy's name and qualifying address detalls here]
* Returning Officer to omit where poll card sent to the proxy

of an anonymous elector. Poll card to proxy of an
anonymous efector must be delivered in a sealedenvelope.

Please turn over

Rear of card
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Voting as a proxy

** [The person named on the back of this card]
[Another person| has appointed you as a proxy to
vote on their behalf at this election.

** If senf to the proxy of an anonymous elector omit
the words in the first set of brackets, if not omit
the words in the second set of brackets.

Your postal vote

& Youwill receive a postal vote for this election
because you asked to vote by post.

e Youwill not be able to vote as a proxy in a polling
station.

# [f you have not received your postal vote

by [day] [date] fmonth] call [insert
helpline number].

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is
an offence for someone else to try to find out
who you are voting for whilst you are putting
your mark on your ballot paper, or to then
reveal that information.
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If you lose your postal vote or make a

For this election you are proxy for, mistake

* {(Elector’s name) + Please phone the helpling immediately.
{Elector's address) _
(Elecior's number on register)] + We can only issue a replacement postal vote

before 5pm on [day/date of deadine].

[the person with this elector number: (Insert efector's number on Hyou wouk eathet Voke in person, you inuet

registe)] cancel your postal vote before Spm on [day/ date
* If ancnymous elector omif the words in the first set of square of deadline]. Please note that when voting in
brackels, if not omit the words in the second sel of square person, you must show an accepted form of
brackels phatographic identification and this must be your

own identification, not that of the person you are

How to vote voting on behalf of. For more information, please
owio vo [insert suggestion to call helpline and/or visit
1. When you receve your postal vote, read the instructions carefully. a relevant website, as appropriate]
Itis an offence to:
2. Your postal vote includes your balkot paper and a postal voting
statement. + vote using a ballot paper that was not sent
) ) for your use or interfere with ancther voler's
3. Complete both of these and return them immediately. ballot paper
4. We need to receive your postal vote by 10pm on « vote mare than once at the same election,
[day/date of poli]. unless you are voting on your own behalf
and as a proxy for anather persen
If you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vote andlor the postal
vote of others at the council office during office hours to a person # vate as a proxy on behalf of more than four
authorised to receive postal votes, or at any polling station in the local electors, of which no more than two may be
autharity area before 10pm on [day] [date of poll]. on behalf of cther domestic electars (a
domestic elector is one who is not an
“ If you need information in another format, please call overseas of senvice elector).
our helpline below. « vote as a proxy for someone if you know that

by law they are not allowed to vote
The Retuming Officer issued this card.

If undelivered return to
[Insert retum address]

0 you need help to vote, you can ask someone you
know or get independent help by calling our helpline:

[insert helpline o other detalls including website]

SCHEDULE 10 Regulation 12

Police and Crime Commissioner Elections (Welsh Forms) Order 2021 forms
Form 2: Postal voting statement where PCC election taken alone
Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]
Datganiad pleidleisio drwy'r post [Lle ar gyfer cod barj

Election of the Police and Crime Commissioner for [insert name of police area] police area
Etholiad Comisiynydd yr Heddlu a Throseddu ar gyfer ardal heddlu fnodwech enw ardal yr
heddlu]

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Dyddiad yr etholiad [diwrnod] [dyddiad] [mis] [biwyddyn]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting statement with
your completed ballot paper for it to be counted.

Pwysig — mae'n rhaid i chi lenwi'r datganiad pleidleisio drwy'r post hwn a'i
ddychwelyd gyda'ch papur pleidieisio wedi ei gwblhau er mwyn iddo gael ei
gyfrif.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.
Darllenwch y cyfarwyddiadau'n ofalus a defnyddiwch ben du.

* Name Ballot paper number
* Enw Rhif y papur pleidleisio

* Local Returning Officer to insert name but omit where sent fo ananonymous elector
*y Swyddog Canlyniadau Lieol i nodir enw ond ei hepgor os cafodd ei anfon at efhohr dienw

(!) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the number shown above. If
these do not match, call us immediately on (insert helpline number).

(!) Dylech gadarhau bod y rhif ar gefn y papur pleidleisio yn cyfateb ir rhif a ddangosir uchod.
Os nad yw'r rhifau hyn yn cyfateb, ffoniweh ni ar unwaith ar (nodweh ff y hinell gyrmorth).

I am the person the ballot paper humbered above was sent to.
Fi yw'r person yr anfonwyd y papur pleidleisio a&'r rhif uchod ato.

My Date of Birth is:
Fy Nyddiad Geni yw:

Day / Diwmod  Month / Mis Year f Bwyddyn

* My Signature is: (You
must sign inside the box)
Fy Liofnod yw: (Mae'n rhaid i
chi lofnodi o fewn y blwch)
"Local Refurning Officer to indicate where the elector
has baan grantad a waiver and that a signatura is not required,

*Swiddoy Canlyniadau Lisol nodi lle mae'r ethoiwr wed
cael hepgoriad ac nad oes angen lofnod.

We will check this information against our records for security.
Byddwn yn gwirio'r wybaodaeth hon yn erbyn ein cofnodion am resymau diogelwch.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or interfere with another
voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to vote more than once (unless you are appointed as a proxy) at
the same election.

Mae'n drosedd defnyddio papur pleidleisio rhywun arall i bleidieisio neu ymymmyd & phapur pleidleisio
pleidleisiwr arall. Mae'n drosedd pleidleisio fwy nag unwaith yn yr un etholiad (oni chewch eich penodin
ddirprwy).

Lacal Returning Officar to add pictonial guidance as appropniate.
¥ Swyddog Canlymiadau Lieo! i ychwanegu canilawiaw darfuniadol fel y bo'n briodal,

Rear of form
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Instructions for voting by post
0 Cyfarwyddiadau ar gyfer pleidleisio drwy'r post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on ffnsert helpiime numberf
Darllenwch y cyfarwyddiadau'n ofalus, Os bydd angen cymerth amoch, Honiwch ni ar [redweh rf y llinell gymorth]

1. Foryour volelobe counted, you must il in and retum this postal valing staternent with your balkt paper.

1. Ermwyn ich pleidlais gael & chyfif, biydd v thaid | chi lend detganiad pleidietsio drwyr post fwn af ddychwelyd gyda'ch papur pleidieisio,

2. Meke sure you have fledinthe date of binth *[and signature] boxfes] on this pestal valing stetement.

2 Gwnewsh yn sikr eich bod wedi llenwi' biwch/blychau dyddiad genl *[a llofnod] ar y detgeniad pleidieisio drwy'r post hwn.

* Local Returning QOfficer fo indicate where the elector has been granied & waiver and thet a signeture is nol requined
*Swyddog Canlyniaday Lieol modi e mae’ ethofwr wedi cael hepgoriad ac nad oes angen liofnod.

3. Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross @in the box next to your choice,

3. Fleidleisiwch ar gyfer un ymgeisydd yn unig dewy roi croes @ yn y biweh with yimyd eich dewis

4. Donet mark the ballot paper in any cther way or your vole may not count.

4. Peidiwch a marcio’r papur pleidieisio mewn unrhyw flordd arall neu efallal na chaiff eich pleidais ei chyini.

5. We must get your postal vole by 10pm on [day] fdate of poll].

5. Mae'n haid i ni dderbyn eich pleidiais bost erbyn 10pm ar [diwmod] fdyddiad pleidieisia].

6 If you miss the post, you can hand in your pestal vele andfor the postal vote of cthers at the council office during office hours o a persen
authorised to receive postal voles o af any polling station in the voting area before 10pm on fday] fdate of po].

6. Osbyddweh yn colliT post, gallweh gyftwyno eich pleidiais bost eich hun a/heu bleidlais bost pobl eraill yn swyddfa'r cyngor yn ystod oriau swyddfa
i bersen sydd wedi'i awdurdodi | dderbyn pleidleisiau post neu mewn unmhyw orsaf bleidieisio yn yr ardal bleidleisio cyn 10pm ar [diwmod]
[dyddiad pleldieisial.

7. Youwill be provided with a form which you must complete for the postal vole(s) you are handing in to be accepted.

7. Cewch ffurfien v bydd yn rhaid i hi & chiwbihau er manym iv bleldais bost (pleldieisiau pest) rydyeh yn &l chyfiwyno (eu cyftwyno) gael & (eu)
derbym.

8. You can hand in your own postal vote and postal votes for up to § other voless.

8. Galweh gyftwyno eich pleidiais bost gich hun a phieidieisiau post hyd at bum pleidieisiwr arall,

9. Ifyou are a political campaigner - you can only hand in your own postal vole plus the voles of up to 5 family members or people for whom you

provide regular care.

9. Osydych yn ymgyichyod gwieidyadel - dim ond eich pleidiais bost eich hun & phieidieisiau hyd 3t bum aelod o'ch teulu neu bum unigoiyn
rydych yn darparu gofal heclaidd iddyni, y galtwch eu cyftwymo.

10. Do not put your postal vobe in the leller box of the council office as it will be rejected,

10. Peidiwch & rhoi eich pleidais bost ym miwch llythyrau swyddfa™ cyngor gan y bydd yn cael ei gwithod

11, W you would rather vole in person, of ask someone else lo vole on your behalf (if vou are nol already an appointed prewy), you must cancel your
postal vole before Spm on [day/date of deadiine]. i you decide to cancel and vole in person, you will need to bring a form of accepled
photegraphic identification. If a person is veling on your behalf as praxy they need 1o bring their own identification,

11. Os byddain well gennych bleidieisio'n bersonol, new ofyn i rywun arall bleidieisio ar eich rhan (os nad ydych yn ddirprwy penodedig eisoes),
biydd yn rhaid | chi ganslo eich pleidiais bost cyn Spm ar [Esrnodidyddiad cau]. Os byddweh yn penderfynu canslo a phlsidieisio’n bersonol,
bydd angen i chi ddod & phrawf adnabod flolografiig a dderbynnir gyda chi. Os bydd rheywun yn pleidieisio ar eich rhan fel dirprwy, bydd angen
idde ddad &' brawf adnabod ei hun gydag ef,

12, After we receive your postal voling statement and ballot paper, you cannet vote in person at a polling station in this election

12, Ar & ni dderbyn eich datganiad pleidieisio drwy'r pest a'ch papur pleidieisio. ni allweh bleidleision bersonol mewn gorsaf bleidieisioyn y
etholiad hwn

€) Getting help / Cael help

® | you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent help by calling the helpiine on
{insert helpline numbey]. The person helping you must not tell anyone how you voted.

® Os bydd angen help amoch i bleidlessio, galtweh ofyn i rywun rydych yn ei adnabod neu gael help gan berson
annibynnol drwvy fonico'r linell gymorth ar [modweh rif y linedl gymorth]. Ni ddylai' persen sy'n eich helpu ddweud with
unrhyw un sut rydych wedi pleidizisio.

® Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille o languages other than English.

® Ffonmch y llinell gymaorth os bydd angen copiau o'r ffurflen hon neu ganliawiau amoch mewn Braille neu mewn
ieithoedd ar wahan i Saesneg,

® [f you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can get a replacement. Call us
immediately as'we can only issue a replacement before Spm on [day] [date] fmonth].
If you apply after Spm on [day before poff] we can only issue a replacement if you return this ballot pack by hand,

® Os byddwech yn gwneud camgymeriad, neu'n colli eich papur pleidleisio dray'r post neu'r datganiad b,
galiwch gael un newydd. Ffoniwch ni ar unwaith gan mai dim ond cyn Spm ar [diwrnod] [dyddiad] [mis] v
gallwn roi un newydd.
0Os byddweh yn gwneud cais ar 6l Spm ar [diwrnod cyn y digwyddiad pleidieisio], dim ond os byddweh yn
dychwelyd y pecyn pleidieisio hwn yn bersanol y gallwn roi un newydd i chi.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once in this election unless you are voting on your own behalf
and as a proxy for another person,

Wae twyll etholladol yn drosedd. Mae'n drosedd pleldiedsio fwy nag unwaith yn yr etholiad hwn onl bal elch bod yn pleldieisio
drasoch chi eich hun ac fel dirprwy | rywun arall,

Whaether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for someaone to try to find out who you are vating for whilst you are puting your
mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal that information.

P'un a fyddwch yn pleidleisio’'n bersonol neu drwy'r post, mae'n drosedd i unrhyw un geisio canfod dros bwy rydych yn pleidleisio tra
byddweh yn thol elch mare ar elch papur pleldledsio neu ddatgelu'r wybodasth honno wedyn.

The Local Returning Officer issued this statement, / ¥ Swyddog Canlyniadau Lleol gyhoeddodd y datganiad hiwn.
Local Refurning Officer to add pictorial guidance as approgriate. /'Y Swyddog Canlyniadau Lleo! | yeiwanegu caniiawiayw dariuniadol fel y bo'n
briggel,
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Form 4: Postal voting statement where polls are combined but proceedings on issue and receipt
of postal ballots are not combined

Front of form
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]
Datganiad pleidleisio drwy'r post [Lle ar gyfer cod bar]

Election of the Police and Crime Commissioner for finsert name of police area] police area
Etholiad Comisiynydd yr Heddlu a Throseddu ar gyfer ardal heddlu [nodwch enw ardal yr
heddiuf

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]

Dyddiad yr etholiad [diwrnod] [dyddiad] [mis] [biwyddyn]

Important — you must fill in and return this postal voting statement with
your completed ballot paper for it to be counted.

Pwysig — mae'n rhaid i chi lenwi'r datganiad pleidleisio drwy'r post hwn a'i
ddychwelyd gyda'ch papur pleidleisio wedi ei gwblhau er mwyn iddo gael ei
gyfrif.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.
Darllenwch y cyfarwyddiadau'n ofalus a defnyddiwch ben du.

* Name Ballot paper number
* Enw Rhif y papur pleidleisio

* Local Returning Officer fo insert name but omit where sent to ananonymaus elector
* ¥ Swyddog Canlyniadau Lleol i nodi'r emw ond ei hepgor os cafodd ei anfon at etholwr dienw

{!) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the number shown above, If
these do not match, call us immediately on (insert helpline number).

{!) Dylech gadarnhau bod y rhif ar gefn y papur pleidieisio yn cyfateb i'r rhif a ddangosir uchod.
Os nad yw'r rhifau hyn yn cyfateb, ffoniweh ni ar unwaith ar (nodweh ff y Hinelf gymorth).

I am the person the ballot paper numbered above was sent to.
Fi yw'r person yr anfonwyd y papur pleidleisio a'r rhif uchod ato.
My Date of Birth is:
Fy Nyddiad Geni yw:

Day/Diwmod Month/ Mis  Year/ Biwyddyn

¥ My Signature is: (You
must sign inside the box)
Fy Llofnod yw: (Mae'n rhaid i
chi lofnodi o fewn y blwch)

¥ | ocal Returning Officer to indicate where the elector
has been granfed a waiver and that a signature is not
required

* Dylair Swyddog Canlyniadau Lieol nodi fle mae'r
ethohwr wedi cael hepgoriad ac nad oes angen liofnod.

We will check this information against our records for security.
Byddwn yn gwirio'r wybodaeth hon yn erbyn ein cofnodion am resymau diogelwch.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your use or interfere with another
voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to vote more than once (unless you are appointed as a proxy) at
the same election.

Mae'n drosedd defnyddio papur pleidleisio rhywun arall i bleidleisio neu ymyrryd & phapur pleidleisio
pleidleisiwr arall. Mae'n drosedd pleidleisio fwy nag unwaith yn yr un etheliad (oni chewch eich penodi'n
ddirprwy).

Local Returning Officer to add pictonial guidance as appropriate,
¥ Swyddog Canlyniadau Liedl | yochwanegu canllawiau darluniadol fel y bo'n briodol

Rear of form
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1) Instructions for voting by post
Cyfarwyddiadau ar gyfer pleidleisio drwy'r post

Please read through carefully, If you need help, please call us on [inser? hefpiine nurber]
Darllenweh y cyfarwyddiadau'n ofalus. Os bydd angen cymorth amnoch, flonlweh nl ar frodwel A1 y el gymorth]
1. Fer your vele to be cotnted, you rust fill in and return this pestal voting statement with your balel paper for the election of the Palice and
Crime Commissioner for [insert name of police areal
1. Ermwyn i'ch pleidiais gael & chyfif, bydd yn rhaid i chi lenwi'r datganiad plesdleisio dowy'r pest wn &' ddychwedyd gyda'ch papur pleidieisio ar
ayfer etholiad Comisiynydd yr Heddiu a Throseddu [nodwel emw ardal yr heddluf,
ek sure you hanve Bled in the date of birth *fand signature] box[es] en this posial veting slatement
Gwnewch yn siwr elch bod wedi lenwi' blweh/blychau dyddiad genl *[a llofnod] ar v datgeniad plekdietsio dray'r post e,
“Local Refuming Officer to indicale whave the elector has been granted o waiver and thet o signature is not required
“Diylair Swyddog Candmisdau Lieo!l nodi e e’ efiolr wedi cael heangariad ac nad ces angan lofhod,
Election of the Police and Crime Commissioner for finsert name of police area] police area {insert colour] ballot paper).
Ethol Comislymydd yr Heddiu a Throseddu ar gyfer ardal heddiu fnodwel enw ardal prheddiu] (papur pleldielsio fmodweh g i),

B2

3 Wole for only one candldate by putting a cross Bin the box nend to your cheoice.

3 Pleidielsiwen ar gyler un ymgeisydd yn unlg drwy rol croes @yn y bhweh with ymyl elch dewis.

4. \We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] fdate of pollf,

4. Maeen thaid i ni dderbyn eich pleidiass bost erbyn 10pm ar [diwrmed] fdyddiad pleidielsiol.

5. If you miss the pest, you can hand in your pestal vobe andior the postal vole of cthers at the council office during ofce hours Lo @ person
aulhorised to receivs postal vobes or at any polling station in the votlng area before 10pm on fday] [date of polil.

5. O3 byddweh yn callit post, gallweh gyfiwyno eich pleidiais bost eich hun aney bleideisiau post pobl eraill yn swysdia'r cynger yn yslod oriau
swyddfa | bersen sydd wed'i awdurdod | dderbyn pleidleisiau post e mewn unrhyw orsaf bleidleisioyn ardal __________ cyn 10pwm ar fdiwnnod]
feyddiod pleidicisa).

B.  You will be provided wilh o form which you must complete for the postal voleds) you are handing in to be aceepted

6. Cewch flurflen y bydd yn rhaid i chi i chwblhau er mwyn i'r bleidlais bost (pleidieisiau post) rydych yn ei chyftwyna (eu cyfwyno) gael ei ieu)
dertryn

7. You can hand i your wn postal vote and postal voles for up 16 5 aher viters

7. Galtweh gyftwyno eich pleidinis bost gich hun a phisidleisiou post hyd ot bum pleidicisiwr arall,

8. If you are a pelilical campaigner - you can only hand in your own pestal vole plus the vates of up to 5 family members or people for whom you
preedde regular care

8. 0% ydych yn ymgyrchydd gwleidyddol - dem ond eich pleidiais bost eich hun & phieidersisu hyd at bum selod o'ch teulu neu burm unigalyn
rydych yn darpan gofal heclaidd iddynt, ¥ gallweh eu cyllayno.

9. Donet pul your postal vobe in the letter box of the council office as it will be rejected,

9. Peldiweh 8 rhol eich plesdiais bost ym miweh Bythyrau swyddfa'r eyngor gan y bydd yn cael el gwrthod,

0. 1Fyou would ralher vote in persan, of ask someone elie to vole on your behalf (if vou are not already an appainted proxy), you must cancel your
postal vole before Sprn on [dayidate of deadling], If you decide to cancel and vole in person, you will nead 1o bhing & foem of accepted
photographic identification. If a person is voting on your behalf as proxy they need to bring their own identification.

10, Os byddal’n well gannych bleidlaisio’n bersond, neu ofyn i nywun arall bleldiedsio ar eich rhan (os rad yaych yn ddpray penodedig etsoes),

brydd yn rhaid | chi gansto eich pleidlais bost ¢yn Spm ar [drwrnodidyddiad cau]. O% byddwch yn penderfynu canslo & phieidleision bersonol,
biydd angen i chi dod & phraw sdnabod ffalogratig & dderbyninic gyda chi. OF bydd thywun yr pleidleisio ar eich rhan fel dirprwy, bydd angen
iddo ddod 41 brawf adnabod ei hun gydag ef.

11, After we recelve your postal voling statement and ballot paper, you cannot vote in person at a polling station m this election

11. Ar & i ni dderbyn etch datgantad plesdielsio dewy'r pest a'ch papur pleidieisio, ni aliweh bleidieision bersenol mewn gorsal bleidiedsio yn yr
etholiad hwn

€¥ Getting help / Cael help

@ |fyou need help to vole_ you can ask someone you know or get independent help by calling the helpline on finsert helpline
number] The persen helping you must not tell anyene how you vobed.
® 05 bydd angen help amoch i bleidieisio. gallweh ofyn | rywun rydych yn & adnabod neu gael help gon berson aanibynna dowy Menio'r
el gymonth ar [rowel ff y linel gymorth]. Ni deylai't persen sy'n eich helpu deweud wiih snrhyw un $ul rydyeh wed pleidisisio
@ Pleasecall the helbine & you require copmss of this form of guidanc in Braille of Bnguages oiher than English
L]
L]

Ffonbwch y Bnel gymorth o5 bydd angen copiau or ffurflen hon neu ganiawizu armoch mewn Braille neu mewn iekhoedd ar wahdn i
Saesneg,

If you make & mistake, or lose your postal ballet paper or this statement, you can get a replacement. Call us immediately as we

can ondy Issue a replacement before Spm on [day] [date] fmonth].

W e pply afer Spm on [day before pofl] we con nly issue o replacament i you return this balit pack by hand,

Os byddweh yn gwneud camgymeniad, neu'n colli eleh papur pleidlelsio drwy'r post neu'r datganiad hwn, galtweh gael un

newydd. Flonkwch ni ar unwaith gan mai dim ond cyn Spm ar [wrnod] [dyddiad] [mis] y gallwn rol un newydd.

O Byddweh i gemeud cais ar & Spm ar fdiwmed eyn yd’hwﬂdﬂdﬂmmj dim énd o& byddweh yn dycheelyd v

pecyn pleidieisio wn yn bersenal y galban rol wn newydd | chi.

Electoral fraud |s a crime. It Is an offence to vote more than once in this election unless you are voting on your own behalf

and a8 a proxy for another porson.

Mae twyll etholladol yn drosedd. Mae'n drosedd pleldielsio fwy nag unwaith yn yr ethollad hwn onl bal elch bod yn plaidieisio

drosoch chi eich hun ac fel dirprwy | rywun arall.

Whether you vote in persen or via post, It is an offence for someone to try o find oul who you are voting for whilst you are putting your
mark on your ballol paper, or to then reveal that information.

Piun a fyddweh yn pleldiaisio’n bersonol neu dray't post, mae'n drosedd | unrhyw un geisio canfod dros bwy rydych yn pleidisisio tra
byddweh yn rhol gich mare ar sich ur ploidleisio neu ddatgeiu’ daeth honno we

The Lozal Returning Officer issued this statement. /¥ Swyddog Canlyniaday Lled gyhosddedd v datganiad hwn.

Local Returning Officar o add pictonal guidance as appropnate. / ¥ Swyddog Canfymaday Lisol | yohwanegu caniawiay derumadol fal y bo'n
briodol,

Form 5: Statement of the number of postal ballot papers issued
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Statement of the number of postal ballot papers issued
Datganiad o nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a anfonwyd

Election of the Police and Crime Commissioner for
finsert name of police area] police area

Etholiad Comisiynydd yr Heddlu a Throseddu ar gyfer ardal heddiu [nodwch enw
ardal yr heddiu]

Voting area

Ardal bleidleisio

Date of poll

Dyddiad pleidleisio

A Issue of postal ballot papers Number

A Anfon papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post Nifer

1. Total number of postal ballot papers issued under paragraph 35 of Schedule 2

1. Cyfanswm nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a anfonwyd o dan baragraff
35 o Atodlen 2

2. Total number of postal ballot papers issued under paragraphs 41 (spoilt and
returned for cancellation), paragraph 42 (lost or not received) and paragraph
42A (cancelled due to change of address) of Schedule 2

2. Cyfanswm nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a anfonwyd o dan baragraff
41 (a ddifethwyd ac a ddychwelwyd i'w canslo), paragraff 42 (a gollwyd neu
nas derbyniwyd) a pharagraff 42A (a gansiwyd cherwydd bod y cyfeiriad wedi
newid) o Atedlen 2

3. Total number of postal ballot papers cancelled under paragraph 54 (where the
first ballot paper was cancelled and retrieved) of Schedule 2

3. Cyfanswm nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a ganshwyd o dan baragraff 54

{lle y cafodd y papur pleidleisio cyntaf ei ganslo a'i adaiw) o Atodlen 2

Total number of postal ballot papers issued (items 1 to 3)

Cyfanswm nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a anfonwyd (eitemau 11 3)

Total number of postal ballot papers cancelled under paragraph 42A

Cyfanswm nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a gansiwyd o dan baragraff

42A

G b

B(1) Receipt of and replacement postal ballot papers Number
B(1) Derbyn ac amnewid papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post Nifer

6. Number of covering envelopes received by the local returning officer or at a
pelling station before the close of poll (excluding any dealt with in the manner
provided for by paragraph 41, 42 or 54 of Schedule 2 or rejected under
paragraph 43B, 43D, 46B or 46D of Schedule 2)

6. Nifer y prif amlenni a dderbyniwyd gan y swyddog canlyniadau llecl neu mewn
gorsaf bleidleisio cyn diwedd y cyfnod pleidleisio (heb gynnwys unrhyw rai yr
ymdriniwyd & nhw yn y modd y darpanwyd ar ei gyfer gan baragraff 41, 42 neu
54 o Atodlen 2, neu a wrthodwyd o dan baragraff 43B, 43D, 46B neu 46D o
Atodlen 2)

7. Number of covering envelopes received by the local returning officer after the
close of poll, excluding any returned as undelivered

7. Nifer y prif amlenni a dderbyniwyd gan y swyddog canlyniadau llecl ar 8l
diwedd y cyfnod pleidleisio, ac eithrio unrhyw rai a ddychwelwyd fel papurau
nas dosbarthwyd

8. Number of postal ballot papers returned spoilt for cancellation in time for
another ballot paper to be issued
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8. Nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a ddychwelwyd wedi'u difetha i'w canslo
mewn pryd i allu anfon papur pleidleisio arall

9. Number of postal ballot papers identified as lost or not received in time for
another ballot paper to be issued

9. Nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post y nodwyd eu bod wediu colli neu heb eu
derbyn mewn pryd i allu anfon papur pleidieisio arall

10. Number of postal ballot papers cancelled and retrieved in time for another
ballot paper to be issued

10. Nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a ganshwyd ac a adalwyd mewn pryd i
allu anfon papur pleidleisio arall

11. Number of postal ballot papers returned as spoilt too late for another ballot
paper to be issued

11. Nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a ddychwehwyd wedi'u difetha yn rhy
hwyr i allu anfon papur pleidleisio arall

In itemns 12-18 record the number of postal ballof papers handed in af a poliing

station or to the Refurning Officer before the close of poll that were rejected

because of the following reasons:

{A) The form accompanying the postal ballot papers handed in was not fully
completed (under paragraph 43B8(1)(a) or paragraph 468(1)(a))

{B) the number of postal ballot papers handed in exceeded the permitted number
{under paragraph 43B(1)(b)&(c) or paragraph 468(1){b)&(¢))

{C) the postal ballot papers were handed in by a polifical campaigner not permitted
to handie the postal ballot papers (under paragraph 43B(3) or paragraph
468(3))

In item 19 record the number of postal ballot papers that were rejected because
they were left behind with no form aftached (under paragraph 430D or paragraph
46D)

¥n Eitemau 12-18, cofnadweh nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a gyfiwymvyd
mewn gorsaf bleidieisio neu i'r Swyddog Canlyniadau cyn diwedd y cyfnod
pleidieisio a wrthodwyd am y rhesymau canlynol:

{A) Nid oedd y ffurflen a gyfiwynwyd gyda'r papurau pleidieisio drwy'r post wedi'i
chwblhau'n lawn {o dan baragraff 43B(1)(a) neu baragraff 468(1){a))

(B) roedd nifer y papurau pleidieisio drwy'r post a gyflwynwyd yn fwy na'r nifer a
ganiateir (o dan baragraff 43B(1)(bjac(c) neu baragraff 46B(1){b)ac(c))

(C) cyfwynwyd y papurau pleidieisio’r post gan ymgyrchydd gwleidyddol nad
oedd yn cael trafod v papurau pleidieisio drwy'r post (o dan baragraiff 43B(3)
neu baragraff 468(3))

¥n eitern 19, cofnodweh nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a wrthadwyd am

iddynt gael eu gadael ar 6/ heb unrhyw ffurflen ynghhwm wrthynt (o dan baragraff

43D neu baragraff 460)

12. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A)

12. Nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a wrthodwyd am reswm (A)

13. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (B)

13. Nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a wrthodwyd am reswm (B)

14. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (C)

14. Nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a wrthodwyd am reswm (C)

15. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A) AND (B)

15. Nifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a wrthodwyd am reswm (A) A (B)
16. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (A) and (C)

16. Mifer y papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a wrihodwyd am reswm (A) AC (C)
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17. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (B) and (C)
17. Nifer v papurau pleidleisio drawy'r post a withodwyd am reswm (B) AC (C)
18. Number of postal ballot papers rejected for reason (&), (B) AND (C)

18. Nifer v papurau pleidleisio drany'r post a wrthodwyd am reswm (A), (B) AC (C)
19. Number of postal ballot papers received at a polling station or by the Returning
Officer before the close of poll rejected as the postal ballot papers were left

behind with no form attached (under paragraph 43D or paragraph 460)

19, Nifer y papurau pleidleisio dray'r post a gafwyd mewn gorsaf bleidleisio neu
gan y Swyddog Canlyniadau cyn diwedd v cyfnod pleidleisio a withodwyd am
i'r papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post gael eu gadael ar &1 heb unrhyw ffurflen
ynghham wrthynt (o dan baragraff 430 neu baragraff 46D)

20, Number of covering envelopes returned as undelivered (up to the 10" day after
the date of the poll)

20. Nifer y prif amlenni a ddychwebwyd fel amlenni nas dosbarthwyd (hyd at y 10%
diwrnod ar 4l v dyddiad pleidleisio)

21. Number of covering envelopes not received by the local returning officer (by
the 10" day after the date of the poll)

21, Nifer y prif amlenni nas derbyniwyd gan y swyddog canlyniadau llecl (erbyn y
10* diwrnod ar &l y dyddiad pleidleisio)

22. Total of numbers for iterns 6 to 21 (This should be the same as that in item 4)

22. Cyfanswm y niferoedd ar gyfer eitemau 6§ 21 (dylai hwn fod yr un peth &'
cyfanswm yn eitem 4)

23. Number of postal ballot papers replaced as lost or not received but not
received for cancellation

23. Nifer y papurau pleidleisio dray'r post yr anfonwyd papurau newydd yn eu lle
am eu bod wedi'u colli neu heb eu dosbarthu ond nas derbyniwyd i'w canslo

B(2) Receipt of postal ballot papers — Personal Identifiers Number
B(2) Derbyn papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post — Manylion Adnabod Personol Nifer

24. Number of covering envelopes set aside for the verification of personal
identifiers on postal voting statements

24, Nifer y prif amlenni a roddwyd o'r neilltu er mwyn dilysu'r manylion adnabed
personol ar ddatganiadau pleidleisio drwy'r post

25. Number of postal voting statements subject to verification procedure rejected
as not completed (excluding prior cancellations)

25. Nifer y datganiadau pleidleisio drwy'r post a fu'n destun gweithdrefn ddilysu ac
a wrthodwyd fel datganiadau nas cwblhawyd (ac eithrio'r rhai a ganshayd
ymiaen llaw) (heblaw am y rhai a ddiléwyd o flaen llaw)
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26. Number of postal voting statements rejected following verification procedures
due to the personal identifiers on the postal voting statements not matching
those in the personal identifiers record
{excluding prier cancellations)

26. Nifer y datganiadau pleidleisio drawy'r post a wrthodwyd yn dilyn gweithdrefnau
dilysu am nad oedd y manylion adnabod personol ar y datganiadau pleidleisio
drwy'r post yn cyfateb i'r rhai yn y cofnod o fanylion adnabod personol (ac
eithrio'r rhai a gansiwyd ymilaen llaw)

C Count of postal ballot papers Number

C Cyfrif papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post Nifer

27. Number of ballot papers returned by postal voters which were included in the
count of ballot papers

27. Nifer y papurau pleidieisio drwy'r post a ddychwelwyd gan bleidleiswyr post a
gafodd eu cynnwys yn v broses o gyfrif papurau pleidleisio

28, Number of cases in which a covering envelope or its contents were marked
"Rejected"” (cancellations under paragraph 41, 42, 42A or 54 of Schedule 2 are
not rejections and should be included in items 2, 3, 5, 8, 9 and 10, and postal
ballot papers rejected under paragraph 43B, 430, 468 or 460 of Schedule 2
should be recorded in items 12 to 19)

28. Nifer yr achosion lle y rhoddwyd y gair “Gwrthodwyd" ar brif amlen neu ar ei
chynnwys (nid yw pleidleisiau a gansiwyd o dan baragraff 41, 42, 42A na 54 o
Atodlen 2 yn cyfrif fel rhai a wrthodwyd a dylid eu cynnwys yn eitemau 2, 3, 5,
8, 9a 10, a dylid cofnodi papurau pleidleisio drwy'r post a wrthodwyd o dan
baragraff 43B, 43D, 46B neu 46D o Atodlen 2 yn eitemau 12 19)

Date Signed
Dyddiad Llofnodwyd

Local Returning Officer
Swyddog Canlyniadau Lieol

Address
Cyfeiriad

A completed statement must be provided by the Local Returning Officer to the Secretary
of State and the Electoral Commission during the period of 6 days which starts 10 days
after the poll.

Mae'n rhaid i ddatganiad wedi ei gwblhau gael ei ddarparu gan y Swyddog Canlyniadau
Lleol i'r Ysgrifennydd Gwladol a'r Comisiwn Etholiadol yn ystod y cyfnod o 6 diwrnod
sy'n dechrau 10 diwrnod ar ol yr etholiad.

Form 12: Official postal poll card
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Front of card

Postal poll card
Cerdyn pleidleisio drwy'r post

Election of the Paolice and Crime Commissioner for
[insert name of police area] police area

Etholiad Comisiynydd yr Heddlu a Throseddu

ar gyfer ardal heddlu [nodwch enw ardal yr heddiu]

Date of election [day] [date] [month] [year]
Dyddiad yr etholiad [diwrnod] [dyddiad] [mis] [biwyddyn]

Voting information / Gwybodaeth am bleidleisio

We will send your postal vote around [day]
[date] [ month] [year] *[addressed to:]
Byddwn yn anfon eich pleidlais bost atoch

tua [diwrnod] [dyddiad] [ mis] [blwyddyn]
*[wedi'i chyfeirio at:]

‘[Elector’s name and address)

"[Emy a chyfeiriad yr etholw]

“Local Refurning Officer to omit where poll card seni to an anonymous
afector.

Y Swyddog Canlyniadau Lieol i'w hepgor os anfonwpd cerdyn
nleidleisio af etholwr dienw.

Your details | Eich manylion:

* [Elector’s name and qualifying address
details here]

* [Enw'r etholwr @ manylion y cyfeinad cymhwyso
yima]

* Local Returning Officer fo omit in both places
whare poll card seni fo an anonymouselecior,
Poll card fo an anonymous elector must be
defvered in a sealed envelope

* Y Swyddog Canlyniadau Lieol i'w hepgor yn y
ddaw ke oz anformyyd cerdyn pieidieisio at
ethohwr dienw. Mae'h rhaid | gerdyn plesdlersio ar
gyfer etholwr disnw gael ef ddosbarthy mewn
armlen wedri selio

Electoral register numberf
Rhif cofrestru etholiadol:

Your postal vote [ Eich pleidlais bost

« Youwill receive a postal vote for this
election because you asked to vote by post

& Byddweh yn cael pleidlais bostar gyfer yr etholiad fram
ameich bod wedi gofyn am gael plexdieisio drwy'r post.

» Youwill not be able to vote in a polling station

o N fyddweh yn gallu pleidleisio mewn gorsaf bleidleisio.

» [f you have not received your postal vote by
[day] [dare] fmonth] call finsert helpline number].
0Os na fyddweh wedi cael eich pleidlais bost erbyn
[diwrnod] [dyddiad] [mis], ffeniwch
[nodweh rif y liinell gymorth.

Please turn over
Trowch drosodd

Rear of card
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Howto vote /! Sut i bleidleisio

1. When you receive your postalvole, read the insiructions carefuly.

1. Panfyddwehyn cael eich pheidiais bost, darlerweh y cyfanwyddiadaa yn ofals,
2. Your postal voleintludes your ballol paper and a postal voling stalesent.

2 ;I{éd#ﬁdﬁdsbndmmukhpwm:ﬁwmm

Compiele bof of hese and retum hem imm edately.
Cubihewsch yddau du dychwelyd ar unwaith.

Wie need fo recede your postal vobe by

10pm on fday/date of pallf

4. EByddangen i ni ddurbyn sich plekdiais bost erbyn 10pm ar
[diwmoditdyddiad pleidieisio].

bl o

I you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vole andfor the pastal vobe of
chers al the council office during office howrs ko a persen authorised lo receive
postal vabes, or & amy polling stalion in the voling area before 10pm on [oay]
[date of paffl.

s bryddweh ym collfr past, galtweh yfiwymo eich pleidials bost eich hun
ainey beldials bos! pobi eraill yn swyddla'r cynger yn ystod erau
swyddfa i barson gydd wed?i awdurdodi i dderbyn pleidietsiau post neu
mémn unriyw orsaf bleidisizio yn yr ardal bleidieisio cyn 10pm ar
[diwmod] [dyddiad pletdietsio].

“ I you need information in another format, please call our helpline
Delow.

0s bydd angen gwybodaeth amach mewn Tormat arail, Moniwch ein
llinedl gymorth isod

'" T you need help to vole, you can ask someone you know or get
independent help by calling
our helpline:
05 bydd angen help amoch i bleidieisio, galtweh ofyn | rywun rydych
yn & adnabod neu gasl help gan berson annibynnol drwy flenio &n
llinedl gymorth:
{insest helpline and dher defalls including website]
Nadweh fanylion i lined gymonth 8 manyfion eraill gan gynmeys y wefan]

The Local Returring Officer issued this card.
¥ Swyddog Canlyniadau Lieol ddosbarthodd y cerdyn bwn.

I undelivered retwn to | Os na chaill el ddosbarthu, dychwebweh |
frsert rafurn addross]/ [Nodach gyfeiiad dychwelyd)

Form 14: Official proxy postal poll card
Front of card

T you lose your postal vobe or make a mistake
O3 byddweh yn colll eich pleddiats bost neu'n gwneud camgymariad

@ Please phone the helpline immediaely.
# Ffonivwch y lineil gymorth ar unwalh.

& W can only issue a replacement postal vobe beforeSpmon [dayidaie of deadling].
# Dim ond cyn Spm ar [oiwmodidyddiad cau] y galben roi pleidiais bost newydd.

i you would rather wole in person, or ask someone else 10 wobe on your behall, you must cance!
your postal vele befiere Spm on [dayidate of deadline]. If you decide lo cancel and vale in
perscn, you will need 1o bring a form of accepted photagraphic identification. If a person isvaling
o0 your bahall as proxy ihey need (o bring thair ewn iderdification.

Os byddafn well gennych bleidleisio’n bersonad, neu ofyn | rywun arall bisidieisio ar eich rhan,
bydd yn thaid i chi garsia eich pleidlais bost cyn Spm ar [diwrmod/dyddiad cau]. Os byddweh
yT pendertyni: cansls a phieidieisio'n bersanol, bydd angen i chi ddod & phrawf adnabod
Holograffig & dderbynnir gvda chi. O bydd rivwun yn pleidleisio ar eich rhan ful dirpeey, bydd
angen iddo ddod &1 brawd adnabod e un gydag ef,

Itis an offenceto / Mae'n drosedd gwneudy cantynol:

® vole using a baliot paper that was not sent for your use or interfare with another
voier's ballot paper

# pleidlersio gan ddefyddo papur pleidleisio dywun arall neu yrmyrryd & phapur
pleidleisio pleidleisiwr aral

# vote more than cnce at this election, unless you are voting on your own behalf
and as a proxy for another person

& pleidieisio fry nag urmsaith yn yr ethoiad bain, oni ba eich bod yn pleidieisio
diosech chi sich hun ac fol dirprwy ar ran rvywun arall

# vole as a proxy on behalf of moee than four electors, of which no more than two may be
on behall of other damestic electors (a domestic elector is one who s not a sanica
elector).

@ |bleideisio fel dirprwy ar ran mwy na phedwar ethobwr, na all rrwy na dau ohamnt fod
ar ran etholeryr domestig eraill (sthokwr domestig yw un nad ya'n ethokwr dramor nad
'yn ethohwr sy'n gwasanaethu yn ¥ luoedd arfod)

& vole &5 & prowy for somecne ifyou know that by law they are not allowed to wie
® pleidieisio fel dipravy i rywun osydyeh yn gwybod na chaniateir iddo bleidieisio yn
d y gyfaith

Whether you vote in person or wia post, it is an offence for someane to try to find

aut who you ane voting for whilst you are putting your mark on your ballol papes, or

ta then reveal that information.

Pun a fyddweh yn pleldielsion bersonol neu drwy'r post, mae'n drosedd | unrbyw un
geisio canfod dros by rydych yn pleidleisio ra byddweh yn rhol eich marc & eich papur
pleidieisio neu ddatgelu'r wybodaeth honno wedyn.
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Proxy postal poll card
Cerdyn pleidleisio dirprwy drwy'r post

Election of the Police and Crime Commissioner for
[insert name of police area] police area

Etholiad Camisiynydd yr Heddlu a Throseddu ar
gyfer ardal heddlu [nodweh enw ardal yr heddiu]

Date of election [day] [date] f[month] [year]
Dyddiad yr etholiad [diwrnod] [dyddiad] [mis]
[blwyddyn]

Voting information / Gwybodaeth am bleidleisio

We will send your postal vote around [day] [date] fmonth]
[year] *[addressed to:]

Byddwn yn anfon eich pleidlais bost tua [diwmod]
[dyddiad] [mis] [biwyddyn] *[wedii chyfeirio at:]

* [Proxy's name and quaiifying address details here]

* [Enwr dirprwy 8 manylion y eyfeiriad cymbwyso ymaj

* Local Refurning Officer fo omif where poll card sent to the proxy of an
anomymous alecior, Pollcand lo proxy of an anonymous elecior must he
dalivered in & sealed envelope.

* ¥ Swyddog Canlyniadau Lieol i'w hepgor o anfomyyd cerdyn pleidisisio at
didfrprwvy etholr dierw. Mae'n rhaid | gendyn pleidieisio ar gyfer dirprwy ethalwr
dieim geel ef ddosharthy mewn amien weali selig.

Please turn overTrowch drosodd

Rear of card
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Vaoting as a proxy | Pleidieisio fel dirpray

**[The persen named on the back of this card] [Ancther persen)
has appointed you &s a progy tovote on their behalf at this
election.

** [MaeT person a enwir ar gafn y cerdyn hwn| [Mae person arall)
wedi eich penadi'n ddirprwy i bleidleisio ar ei ran ynyr
ethoiiad hwn,

** If sani to the proxy of an anonymous elector omi the words in
fhe first set of brackels, i not omit the words in the second
sef of brackets,

** Os i hanfonir al ddirprwy ethofwr diemw, dylid hepgor ¥
geirfay yn y sef gyntaf o gromfachau. Fei arall dylid hepgor y
geirigu yi yr ail set o gromfachau.

Your postal vote | Eich pleidials bost

# You will receive a postal vole for this election because
you asked 1o vole by post.

@ Byddweh yn cagl pleidiais bost ar gyferyr etholiad hwn am eich
bod wed gofyn am gael pleidieisio drwy'r post.

@ You will not be able tovote as a proxyina
polling station.

#® Nifyddwch yn gallu pleidleisio fel dirprey mewn gorsaf
bleadleisic.

# [f you have not received your postal vole by [day]
[date] fmonth] call [insert frelpline number].

#® 0s na fyddwch wedi cael eich pleidlais bost erbyn

[diwmod ] [dyddiad] [mis], floniwch [nodweh rf y
Ninell gymorth].

Whether you vote in person or via post, it is an offence for
someone to try to find out who you are voting for whilst you
are putting your mark on your ballot paper, or to then reveal
that information.

Pun a fyddwch yn pleidieisio'n bersonol neu drwy'r post,
mae'n drosedd | unrhyw un geisio canfod dros bwy rydych
yn pleidleisio tra byddwch yn rhoi eich marc ar eich papur
pleidleisic neu ddatgelu'r wybodaeth honno wedyn.
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1.
2
2

bl o

Howto vote ! Sut i bleidieisio
1.

\Wheen you receive your postal vole, read the instructions carefully.
Pan fyddweh yn cael aich pleidiais bast, dardamweh y cyfanwyddiadaw yn ofalus.
Your postal vole includes your ballo! paper and a postal voling stalemant.

ymmwmmmmmmwmm

Compiele bolh of hese and reum them mmedabely,
Cwhihewch yridau sy dyehwelyd ar Lrowalh.

Wie need fo recede your postal vobe by

10pm on [dayidate of poll}

Eiydd angen | ni dderkyn eich pleidiais best ebym 10pm o
[diamodiyddiad pleidieisio].

I you miss the post, you can hand in your postal vole andfor the pastal vobe of
chers al the council office during office howrs ko a persen authorised lo receive
postal vabes, or & amy polling stalion in the voling area before 10pm on [oay]
[date of paffl.

s bryddweh ym collfr past, galtweh yfiwymo eich pleidials bost eich hun
ainey beldials bos! pobi eraill yn swyddla'r cynger yn ystod erau
swyddfa i barson gydd wed?i awdurdodi i dderbyn pleidietsiau post neu
mémn unriyw orsaf bleidisizio yn yr ardal bleidieisio cyn 10pm ar
[diwmod] [dyddiad pletdietsio].

“ I you need information in another format, please call our helpline

Delow.
0s bydd angen gwybodaeth amach mewn Tormat arail, Moniwch ein
llinedl gymorth isod

'" T you need help to vole, you can ask someone you know or get

independent help by calling

our helpline:

05 bydd angen help amoch i bleidieisio, galtweh ofyn | rywun rydych
yn & adnabod neu gasl help gan berson annibynnol drwy flenio &n

llinedl gymorth:

{insest helpline and dher defalls including website]

Nadweh fanylion i lined gymonth 8 manyfion eraill gan gynmeys y wefan]

The Local Returring Officer issued this card.
¥ Swyddog Canlyniadau Lieol ddosbarthodd y cerdyn bwn.

I undelivered retwn to | Os na chaill el ddosbarthu, dychwebweh |
frsert rafurn addross]/ [Nodach gyfeiiad dychwelyd)

T you lose your postal vobe or make a mistake
O3 byddweh yn colll eich pleddiats bost neu'n gwneud camgymariad

@ Please phone the helpline immediaely.
# Ffonivwch y lineil gymorth ar unwalh.

& W can only issue a replacement postal vobe beforeSpmon [dayidaie of deadling].
# Dim ond cyn Spm ar [oiwmodidyddiad cau] y galben roi pleidiais bost newydd.

i you would rather wole in person, or ask someone else 10 wobe on your behall, you must cance!
your postal vele befiere Spm on [dayidate of deadline]. If you decide lo cancel and vale in
perscn, you will need 1o bring a form of accepted photagraphic identification. If a person isvaling
o0 your bahall as proxy ihey need (o bring thair ewn iderdification.

Os byddafn well gennych bleidleisio’n bersonad, neu ofyn | rywun arall bisidieisio ar eich rhan,
bydd yn thaid i chi garsia eich pleidlais bost cyn Spm ar [diwrmod/dyddiad cau]. Os byddweh
yT pendertyni: cansls a phieidieisio'n bersanol, bydd angen i chi ddod & phrawf adnabod
Holograffig & dderbynnir gvda chi. O bydd rivwun yn pleidleisio ar eich rhan ful dirpeey, bydd
angen iddo ddod &1 brawd adnabod e un gydag ef,

Itis an offenceto / Mae'n drosedd gwneudy cantynol:

® vole using a baliot paper that was not sent for your use or interfare with another
voier's ballot paper

# pleidlersio gan ddefyddo papur pleidleisio dywun arall neu yrmyrryd & phapur
pleidleisio pleidleisiwr aral

# vote more than cnce at this election, unless you are voting on your own behalf
and as a proxy for another person

& pleidieisio fry nag urmsaith yn yr ethoiad bain, oni ba eich bod yn pleidieisio
diosech chi sich hun ac fol dirprwy ar ran rvywun arall

# vole as a proxy on behalf of moee than four electors, of which no more than two may be
on behall of other damestic electors (a domestic elector is one who s not a sanica
elector).

@ |bleideisio fel dirprwy ar ran mwy na phedwar ethobwr, na all rrwy na dau ohamnt fod
ar ran etholeryr domestig eraill (sthokwr domestig yw un nad ya'n ethokwr dramor nad
'yn ethohwr sy'n gwasanaethu yn ¥ luoedd arfod)

& vole &5 & prowy for somecne ifyou know that by law they are not allowed to wie
® pleidieisio fel dipravy i rywun osydyeh yn gwybod na chaniateir iddo bleidieisio yn
d y gyfaith

Whether you vote in person or wia post, it is an offence for someane to try to find

aut who you ane voting for whilst you are putting your mark on your ballol papes, or

ta then reveal that information.

Pun a fyddweh yn pleldielsion bersonol neu drwy'r post, mae'n drosedd | unrbyw un
geisio canfod dros by rydych yn pleidleisio ra byddweh yn rhol eich marc & eich papur
pleidieisio neu ddatgelu'r wybodaeth honno wedyn.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations make amendments to subordinate legislation in consequence of provisions
contained in the Elections Act 2022 (c. 37) (“the Act”). The amendments made by these Regulations
complement provisions in the Act relating to the handling of postal voting documents by political
campaigners (section 4); handing in postal voting documents (section 5); the requirements relating
to secrecy (section 7); and the simple majority system to be used in elections for certain offices
(section 13).

The provisions relating to the handing in of postal voting documents set out new procedures which
will apply to the handing in of postal voting documents at polling stations and to the returning
officer for UK Parliamentary elections and various other polls in England. The amendments relating
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to the handling of postal voting documents by political campaigners and requirements relating to
secrecy ensure provisions consistent with those contained in the Act apply across relevant electoral
subordinate legislation. Additionally, these Regulations update prescribed forms for use at elections,
referendums and recall petitions as a consequence of these new provisions.

Regulations 2 and 3 amend the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001
(S.1. 2001/341) and the Representation of the People (Scotland) Regulations 2001 (S.1. 2001/497),
respectively, to set out new provisions relating to procedures for the handing in of postal voting
documents at polling stations and to the returning officer for UK Parliamentary elections and certain
local government elections in England.

Regulation 4 makes a small amendment to the Representation of the People (Combination of Polls)
(England and Wales) Regulations 2004 (S.1. 2004/294) in consequence of the amendments made by
section 13 of the Act to the system of election for the Mayor of London.

Regulations 5 and 11 amend the Local Authorities (Mayoral Elections) (England and Wales)
Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/1024) and the Combined Authorities (Mayoral Elections) Order 2017
(S.1. 2017/67), respectively, to apply consequential amendments relating to the new procedures for
the handing in of postal voting documents at polling stations and to the returning officer in England,
specifically in relation to certain mayoral elections.

Regulations 6, 7 and 9 amend the Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (England)
Regulations 2012 (S.I. 2012/323), the Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council
Tax Increases) (England) Regulations 2012 (S.I. 2012/444), and the Neighbourhood Planning
(Referendums) Regulations 2012 (S.I. 2012/2031), respectively. Regulations 6, 7 and 9 make
consequential amendments to those statutory instruments in relation to the new procedures for the
handing in of postal voting documents at polling stations and to the counting officer in England,
specifically in relation to local referendums. The amendments made by those regulations also ensure
that new restrictions relating to the handling of postal voting documents by political campaigners
provided for by the Act will apply in relation to the handling of postal voting documents at local
referendums in England. Finally, the amendments also ensure that new requirements relating to
secrecy for postal and proxy votes provided for by the Act will apply to postal and proxy voting at
local referendums in England.

Regulation 8 amends the Police and Crime Commissioner Elections Order 2012 (S.1. 2012/1917) to
set out the new provisions which will apply at police and crime commissioner elections in England
and Wales relating to: the handling of postal voting documents by political campaigners; handing in
postal voting documents at polling stations and to the returning officer; and requirements for secrecy.
Regulation 12 updates Welsh and English versions of prescribed forms in Schedule 3 to the Police
and Crime Commissioner Elections (Welsh Forms) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/291) equivalent to the
form updates made by regulation 8 to the 2012 Order.

Regulation 10 amends the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016 (S.1.
2016/295) to set out the new provisions which will apply to recall petitions for the recall of MPs
in relation to: the handling of postal petition documents by political campaigners; handing in postal
petition documents; and requirements for secrecy.

A full impact assessment has not been produced for this instrument as no, or no significant, impact
on the private, voluntary or public sector is foreseen.
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