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DRAFT STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2022 No.

The Environmental Targets (Marine
Protected Areas) Regulations 2022

Environmental target for condition of protected features in relevant MPAs

3.—(1)  This regulation specifies a target in accordance with section 1(1) of the 2021 Act in
respect of the condition of protected features in relevant MPAs.

(2)  The target is that before the end of 31st December 2042—
(a) the number of protected features which are in favourable condition within all relevant

MPAs is not less than 70% of the total number of all protected features within relevant
MPAs; and

(b) all other protected features within relevant MPAs are in recovering condition.
(3)  In paragraph (2)—

(a) “favourable condition”—
(i) with respect to a protected feature in an MCZ, means—

(aa) that the feature, and its supporting habitat where this is included as part of
its conservation objective in the relevant MCZ designation order specified
in the fourth column of the Schedule, is in favourable condition within the
meaning stated for that feature type in that MCZ designation order, or

(bb) where the protected feature is black seabream (Spondyliosoma cantharus)
that the population (whether temporary or otherwise) is free of disturbance
of a kind specified for that feature in the relevant MCZ designation order
specified in the fourth column of the Schedule and its spawning habitat is
in favourable condition within the meaning stated in that MCZ designation
order;

(ii) with respect to a protected feature in an SAC which is a marine habitat or type of
marine habitat, means that—

(aa) its extent and distribution is stable or increasing, and
(bb) the structures and functions, and natural supporting processes on which it

relies, are such as to ensure that it remains in a condition which is healthy
and not deteriorating;

(iii) with respect to a protected feature in an SAC which is a species of marine fauna or
flora, means that—

(aa) the quality and quantity and distribution of its supporting habitat, the quality
of the natural supporting processes on which it relies, the availability of prey
and the composition of its population in terms of distribution and size are
such as to ensure that the population is maintained in numbers which enable
it to thrive, and

(bb) where the protected feature is grey seal (Phoca vitulina), harbour porpoise
(Phocoena phocoena), or harbour seal (Halichoerus grypus) it is free of
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human disturbance of a kind likely to have a significant effect on its use
of the site;

(iv) with respect to a protected feature in an SPA, means that—
(aa) the extent and distribution of its supporting habitat is stable or increasing,
(bb) the structures, functions and quality of its supporting habitat including its

natural supporting processes are such as to ensure that its supporting habitat
remains in a condition which is healthy and not deteriorating,

(cc) the distribution and size of its population (whether temporary or otherwise)
are such as to ensure that it is maintained in numbers which enable it to
thrive, and

(dd) its population (whether temporary or otherwise) is free of human
disturbance of a kind likely to have a significant effect on the survival of its
members, or their ability to breed or rear their young.

(b) “recovering condition” with respect to a protected feature in a relevant MPA means that
the feature is not in favourable condition but the measures necessary to remove or manage
all relevant impacts on that feature have been implemented.

(4)  For the purpose of paragraph (3)(a)(iii)(aa) and paragraph (3)(a)(iv)(cc), any temporary
reduction in numbers is to be disregarded if the population is sufficiently thriving and resilient to
enable its recovery.

(5)  For the purpose of determining whether a protected feature is in favourable condition within
the meaning of paragraph (3)(a), any alteration to that feature brought about entirely by natural
processes is to be disregarded.

(6)  In paragraph (3)(b), a “relevant impact” is an impact which—
(a) adversely affects the feature,
(b) arises from human activities specific to the relevant MPA or its vicinity, and
(c) taking into account any measures which have already been implemented, if it were not

removed or managed would prevent the feature from ever being in favourable condition
within the meaning of paragraph (3)(a),

but a relevant impact does not include the presence of an invasive non-native species in the relevant
MPA or its vicinity if the species is present to such an extent that it would not be reasonably
practicable to implement measures to try to remove or manage any adverse impact its presence is
placing on the protected feature.
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