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SCHEDULE 4

Housing costs element for renters

PART 3

General provisions about calculation of amount of housing costs element for renters

Calculations involving more than one accommodation

Single calculation for renter treated as occupying single accommodation

17.—(1) This paragraph applies to any renter where, under paragraph 4 of Schedule 3 (claimant
housed in two dwellings by provider of social housing), two dwellings (‘“accommodation A” and
“accommodation B”’) occupied by a renter are treated as the single accommodation in respect of
which the renter meets the occupation condition.

(2) The amount of the renter’s housing costs element is to be determined by a single calculation
in respect of accommodation A and accommodation B as if they were one, taking account of—

(a) all relevant payments in respect of accommodation A and all relevant payments in respect
of accommodation B; and

(b) the total number of bedrooms in accommodation A and accommodation B taken together.
(3) The single calculation is to be made under Part 5 of this Schedule in any case where—

(a) the renter’s liability to make rent payments in respect of accommodation A and
accommodation B is to a provider of social housing; and

(b) neither accommodation A nor accommodation B is temporary accommodation within the
meaning of paragraph 21.

(4) In any other case, the single calculation is to be made under Part 4 of this Schedule.

Calculation where move to new accommodation delayed for adaptations for disabled person

18.—(1) Sub-paragraph (2) applies to any renter where, under paragraph 5 of Schedule 3 (moving
home: adaptations to new home for disabled person), the renter meets the occupation condition in
respect of both the new accommodation and the old accommodation.

(2) The amount of the renter’s housing costs element under this Schedule is to be calculated as
follows.

Step 1
Calculate an amount in accordance with Part 4 or Part 5 of this Schedule (as the case may be) in
respect of both—

(a) (a) the new accommodation; and
(b) (b) the old accommodation.

Step 2
Add together the amounts determined in step 1.

Step 3
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If a deduction was made for housing cost contributions in respect of both the new accommodation
and the old accommodation, take the amount of the housing costs contributions deducted in respect
of the new accommodation and add that to the amount resulting from step 2.

(3) In this paragraph, references to “the new accommodation” and “the old accommodation” are
to be understood in accordance with paragraph 5 of Schedule 3.

Calculation where renter moves out because of reasonable fear of violence

19.—(1) Sub-paragraph (2) applies to any renter where, under paragraph 6(2) of Schedule 3
(claimant living in other accommodation because of reasonable fear of violence), the renter meets
the occupation condition in respect of both the home accommodation and the other accommodation.

(2) The amount of the renter’s housing costs element under this Schedule is to be calculated as
follows.

Step 1
Calculate an amount in accordance with Part 4 or Part 5 of this Schedule (as the case may be) in
respect of—

(a) (a) the home accommodation; and

(b) (b) the other accommodation.

Step 2
Add together the amounts determined in step 1.

Step 3
If a deduction was made for housing cost contributions in respect of both the home accommodation
and the other accommodation—

(c) (c) determine which accommodation the renter normally occupies as their home; and

(d)  (d) take the amount of the housing costs contributions deducted in respect of the
accommodation not so occupied and add that to the amount resulting from step 2.

(3) In this paragraph, references to “the home accommodation” and “the other accommodation”
are to be understood in accordance with paragraph 6 of Schedule 3.



