Draft Order laid before Parliament under section 84(4) of the Northern Ireland Act 1998, for
approval by resolution of each House of Parliament.

DRAFT STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2013 No.
NORTHERN IRELAND

The Local Elections (Northern Ireland) Order 2013

Made - - - - *kk

Coming into force - - *xk
At the Court at Buckingham Palace, the *** day 6.3
Present,

The Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council

In accordance with section 7(3) of the Politicaftiéa, Elections and Referendums Act 2@00(
the Electoral Commission has been consulted poithis Order being laid before Parliament.

In accordance with section 84(4) of the Northemiaind Act 1998f) a draft of this Order has
been laid before and approved by a resolution cif ¢éouse of Parliament.

Accordingly, Her Majesty, in exercise of the poweosiferred on Her by section 84(1), (1A), (2)
and (3) of the Northern Ireland Act 198B(is pleased, by and with the advice of Her Privy
Council, to order as follows:

Introductory

Citation, commencement and extent

1—(1) This Order may be cited as the Local Electi@derthern Ireland) Order 2013 and it
comes into force on the day after the day on whitshmade.
(2) Subject to paragraph (3), this Order extends tdat¢on Ireland only.

(3) An amendment made by this Order has the same eageiite enactment (or part of an
enactment) amended.

Interpretation

2—(1) In this Order—

(@) 2000 c. 41.
(b) 1998 c. 47.
(c) Section 84(1A) was inserted by section 3(4) effections Act 2001 (c. 7).



“the 1962 Act” means the Electoral Law Act (Northdreland) 19624);
“the 1985 Order” means the Local Elections (Nonthieeland) Order 1985;

“existing council” means a district council for achl government district established in
pursuance of section 1 of the Local Government (Blades) Act (Northern Ireland) 197)(
and “existing councillor” means a member of sudoancil;

“new council” means a district council for a logalvernment district established in pursuance
of section 1 of the Local Government (Boundaries) (Northern Ireland) 2008}, and “new
councillor’ means a member of such a council.

(2) The Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 198dépplies to article 1 and this article and the
following provisions of this Order, save for aréid@, as it applies to an Act of the Assembly.

Changes to the law on local elections

Date of local elections and voters waiting at pohig station at close of poll

3—(1) The 1962 Act is amended as follows.

(2) In section 11 (election and term of office of didtcouncils)f), for subsections (1) and (1A)
substitute—

“(1) A local election year as respects any distdotincil is 2014 and 2019 and every
fourth year thereafter.

(1A) The election day as respects any district cous—
(a) inthe year 2014, 22nd May;
(b) in any other local election year, the first Téday in May.”.

(3) In section 130 (interpretatiomj), in subsection (1), in the definition of “eledii@ay” for
“section 11(1) and (1A)” substitute “section 11(1A)

(4) In Schedule 5 (local elections rules), in rule 8dtihg procedurel(), after paragraph (1)
insert—

“(1A) A voter who at the close of the poll is iretipolling station, or in a queue outside
the polling station, for the purpose of voting degpite the close of the poll) entitled to

(®)
(b)
©

(d

(€
)

)

(h)

1962 c. 14 (N.1.).

S.I. 1985/454.

1971 c. 9; section 3 of the Local Government (ftaries) Act (Northern Ireland) 2008 (c. 7) repdhis Act, but the
repeal is not yet in force (see below).

2008 c. 7; section 1 of this Act (which provides the new local government districts) came irdecé one week after
Royal Assent only for the purpose of the exercigette Department of the Environment and the Localé&nment
Boundaries Commissioner of their functions undetise 50 of, and Schedule 4 to, the Local Goverrirden (Northern
Ireland) 1972 (N.I. 9), and the exercise by ther&acy of State and the District Electoral Areasm@assioner of their
functions under Article 2 of the District Electorateas Commissioner (Northern Ireland) Order 19Bctions 1 and 3(1)
came into force on 3 October 2013 for the purpds€a) elections to district councils for the neacél government
districts established under that Act; (b) the aggtion of certain provisions of the Local Governin&at (Northern Ireland)
1972 (N.I. 9) to those new councils; and (c) cerfaiovisions of Northern Ireland legislation retafito budgets and rates.
Sections 1 and 3 will come into force for all othperrposes on 1st April 2015: S.R. 2013/238. Thismsethat for the
purpose of elections to the new councils, all esfees in legislation to a “district council” wiletio a new council.

1954 c. 33 (N..).

Section 11 was substituted by S.I. 1972/1264. (M3), and was amended by S.I. 1972/1998 (N.I. 81);1977/428; S.I.
1985/454; S.I. 1985/1208 (N.I. 15); section 4 of fHected Authorities (Northern Ireland) Act 1989 8); S.I. 1992/810
(N.1. 6); S.I. 2005/862; S.I. 2009/225; and S.11@0.178.

Section 130 was amended by Schedule 4 to thedesed.aw Act (Northern Ireland) 1968 (c. 20) (IN.lsection 1 of and
Schedules 1 and 2 to, the Electoral Law Act (NartHeeland) 1969 (c. 26) (N.1.); S.I. 1972/1264(NL3); S.l. 1977/428;
S.1. 1985/454; S.I. 1987/168; section 11 of, andeBale 3 to, the Elected Authorities (Northernadrel) Act 1989 (c. 3);
S.I. 1995/1948; S.I. 2001/417; S.I. 2010/2977; 8011/2085; and, in relation to the definition dflihister” and
“Ministry”, the functions of the Minister and Mirtiy of Home Affairs were transferred to the Seanetaf State by S.I.
1973/2163.

Schedule 5 was substituted in its entirety by 8985/454. Rule 34 was amended by S.I. 1987/1681991/1715; S.I.
2001/417; S.1. 2002/2835; S.I. 2003/1245; Schedute the Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous Provis)okst 2006 (c. 33);
and S.I. 2010/2977. In addition, section 4 of, @hel Schedule to, the Elections Act 2001 (c. 7) madason-textual
amendment.



apply for a ballot paper under paragraph (1); drebe rules apply in relation to such a
voter accordingly.”.

Temporary modifications to facilitate transition from the existing councils to the new councils

Temporary modifications relating to the continuation of existing councils

4—(1) Existing councillors shall retire together st April 2015.

(2) In relation to an existing council and existing noillors, the 1962 Act applies with the
following modifications.

(3) In section 11 (election and term of office of memsbef district councils)—
(a) subsection (2)(c) does not apply;
(b) subsection (3) applies as if—
(i) for the words “in any district council area” theweere substituted “to a district

council for a local government district establishiepursuance of section 1 of the
Local Government (Boundaries) Act (Northern IrelpR@08”, and

(i) for the words “the provisions of subsection (2)atelg to the retirement of
members” there were substituted “article 4(1) of thocal Elections (Northern
Ireland) Order 2013”; and

(c) subsection (4) applies as if for the words “in &wal election year” to the end there were
substituted—

“on or after 1st January 2015, be deemed to haga baused by the expiry of the normal
term of office, and in any other case shall bedilin accordance with subsection (4A).”.

(4) Section 11K applies as if—

(@) in subsection (1)(b), for “the first day” to thecethere were substituted “1st January
2015";

(b) in subsection (2), for “the day on which” to thedethere were substituted “1st January
2015"; and

(c) in subsection (3), the words “and accordingly’tie £nd were omitted.

(5) Section 28(7) (preparation and publication of regg@) applies as if for the words “the
election day” to the end there were substituted Ajsil 2015".

Temporary modifications relating to the first elecion of new councils

5—(1) The following modifications apply for the puges of elections to a new council under
section 11(2)(a) of the 1962 Act in the local atattyear 2014.

(2) Section 23 of the 1962 Act (remuneration and expgia Chief Electoral Officer and other
persons at local electio)(applies as if in subsection (4), for the wordscdl authority by which
such expenses are to be paid” there were subsitittitee statutory transition committee,
established under the Local Government (Statutoaydition Committees) Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 2013¢), in relation to the local authority concerned”.

(3) Article 9 of the Electoral Law (Northern Irelandyder 1972¢) applies as if for paragraph
(2) there were substituted—

“(2) The deputy returning officer for an electiand district council—

(&) Subsections (1) to (6) of section 28 were remedle the Elected Authorities (Northern Ireland) AAQ89 (c. 3) and
subsection (7) was amended by the Electoral Law(Motthern Ireland) 1971 (c. 4) and by Scheduld 3.6 1972/1264
(N.1. 13).

(b) Section 23 was amended by S.I. 1972/1264 (N).83. 1972/1998 (N.I. 21); and S.I. 1985/454.

(c) S.R.2013/179.

(d) S.I.1972/1264 (N.I. 13); article 9 was amendgdSh. 1972/1998 (N.I. 21) and S.I. 1973/2163. éi9(3) no longer has
any application.



(a) is to be a person appointed for that purposthéystatutory transition committee
for that council established under the Local Goment (Statutory Transition
Committees) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2018t an

(b) must perform, on behalf of the Chief Electdddficer, such functions in relation to
those elections as shall be delegated to him b¢Zthef Electoral Officer.

(2A) The appointment mentioned in paragraph (2){at be made in consultation with
the Electoral Commission.”.

Temporary modifications relating to the designationof polling stations

6—(1) The Electoral Law (Polling Station Scheme) tHern Ireland) Regulations 20H)(
apply to the publication of a draft scheme undetise 65(1A) of the 1962 Act in 2014 with the
following modifications.

(2) In regulation 5 (publication of draft scheme), pmegoh (1) applies as if for the words “on or
before 1st December in a draft scheme year” thene substituted “as soon as practicable after
1st February 2014".

(3) In regulation 7 (objections or proposals), paraggré}) applies as if for the words “at least
twelve weeks” there were substituted “a reasonpdt®d in all the circumstances”.

Temporary modifications relating to the appointmentof the Drainage Council

7. Paragraph 3(1) of Schedule 1 to the Drainage [¢antireland) Order 1978) applies to the
appointment of members of the Drainage Councildh32as if for the words “the date on which a
local general election is held in that year undsmtisn 11(2) of the Electoral Law Act (Northern
Ireland) 1962” there were substituted “1st AprilL80.

Temporary modifications relating to casual vacancig in new councils and existing councils

8—(1) The following provisions apply during the patibeginning on the fourth day after the
election day (within the meaning of section 11(PAxhe 1962 Act) in 2014 and ending on 31st
March 2015.

(2) Where a casual vacancy (within the meaning of eecil(4) of the 1962 Act) arises in an
existing council, any reference in the 1962 Acttdistrict council or a local authority must be
taken for the purpose of filling that vacancy deméng to the existing council.

(3) Where a casual vacancy (within the meaning of @ectil(4) of the 1962 Act) arises in a
new council, any reference in the 1962 Act to #@ridiscouncil or a local authority must be taken
for the purpose of filling that vacancy as refegrio the new council.

Changes consequential on Northern Ireland legislation on local government boundaries

Consequential changes to polling districts and plas for parliamentary elections

9—(1) The Representation of the People Act 188i3(amended as follows.
(2) In section 18A (polling districts at parliamentatgctions)d)—
(a) inthe heading, at the end insert “: Great Britaarid
(b) after subsection (5) insert—
“(6) This section does not apply to Northern Irelan

(@ S.I.2010/1532.

(b) S.I. 1973/69 (N.l. 1); Schedule 1 was amended&ly2009/225 and functions were transferred toRbpartment of the
Environment by S.1. 1982/338 (N.. 6).

(c) 1983c.2.

(d) Sections 18A to 18E were substituted for secti®my section 16 of the Electoral Administrationt 2006 (c. 22).



(3) After section 18A insert—

“Polling districts at parliamentary elections: Northern Ireland

18AA.—(1) Every constituency in Northern Ireland is ®divided into polling districts.
(2) The Secretary of State must—

(a) divide Northern Ireland into polling districtsr the purpose of parliamentary
elections, and

(b) keep the polling districts under review.

(3) The Secretary of State must seek to ensureathatectors in Northern Ireland have
such reasonable facilities for voting as are peatie in the circumstances.

(4) Before dividing Northern Ireland into pollingstricts under subsection (2)(a) or
completing a review under subsection (2)(b), ther&ary of State must consult—

(a) the Electoral Commission, and
(b) any other person the Secretary of State corssajgropriate.
(5) If an alteration of polling districts is madeder this section—

(a) the Chief Electoral Officer for Northern Irethmust make such adaptations of the
registers of parliamentary electors maintainedHat pfficer as are necessary to
take account of the alteration, and

(b) the alteration is effective on the date on wWwhithe Chief Electoral Officer
publishes a notice stating that the adaptations baen made.”.

(4) In section 18C (review of polling districts and qea)—
(a) inthe heading, at the end insert “: Great Britaarid
(b) after subsection (6) insert—

“(7) This section does not apply to Northern Ireldn

(5) After section 18C insert—

“Review of polling places: Northern Ireland

18CA—(1) The Chief Electoral Officer for Northern Ireld must, during each
compulsory review year, carry out and complete \aeve under section 18B of all the
polling places in Northern Ireland.

(2) The compulsory review years are 2014 and efithyyear after that.

(3) Subsection (1) does not prevent the Chief BtattOfficer carrying out a review
under section 18B of some or all of the pollingcglsin Northern Ireland at other times.

(4) Subsection (1) does not require the Chief BlattOfficer to carry out and complete a
review of all the polling places in Northern Irethduring a compulsory review year if
reviews under section 18B of all those polling pe@re completed during the previous
year.

(5) Schedule Al, except paragraphs 2 and 3, hasteifi relation to a review under
section 18B of polling places in Northern Ireland.”

(6) In section 18E (sections 18A to 18D: supplemental)—
(a) in subsection (3), after paragraph (c) insert—
“(d) in relation to Northern Ireland, the Chief Eleral Officer for Northern Ireland.”;
(b) omit subsection (4).



Changes to the law on local e ections when combined with European Parliamentary elections

Combination of polls

10—(1) Where the poll at a local election is takegetter with the poll at a European
Parliamentary election (under section 15(1) or ¢2)the Representation of the People Act
1985@)), Schedule 5 to the 1962 Act (local electiongsiiland Part 3 of Schedule 2 to the 1985
Order (issue and receipt of ballot papers) hawece8ubject to the modifications in the Schedule.

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply when the poll at al lelection is taken together with the poll
at a parliamentary election.

Richard Tilbrook
Clerk of the Privy Council

SCHEDULE Article 10
Combination of polls

Modification of the Local Elections Rules

1. Schedule 5 to the 1962 Act (local elections rudgglies with the modifications in paragraphs
2 to 23.

2. The Schedule applies as if after rule 3A theresvileserted—

“Meaning of European Parliamentary election

3B.In this Schedule, “the European Parliamentary tielet means the European
Parliamentary election the poll at which is takegether with the poll at the local election.”

3. Rule 16 (ballot paperd)f applies as if in paragraph (2), after sub-panalyrc) there were
inserted—

“(ca) must be of a different colour from that ofydallot paper used at the European
Parliamentary election;”.
4. Rule 20 (notice of polly) applies as if after paragraph (2) there wereriade—
“(3) The notice published under paragraph (2) rsteste that the poll at the local election
is to be taken together with the poll at the EuespRarliamentary election.”

5.Rule 21 (postal ballot papers)(applies as if in paragraph (1), after “identitythe” there
were inserted “relevant”.

(8 1985 c. 50; section 15 was amended by sectidrttiedEuropean Communities (Amendments) Act 19868} and section
3 of the Elections Act 2001 (c. 7).

(b) Rule 16 was amended by S.1. 1987/168; S.I. 2Ad%/8chedule 1 to the Electoral Administration 2606 (c. 22); and S.I.
2010/2977. Note that paragraph (2)(d) was omittedlh. 2010/2977. In addition, section 4 of, and 8chedule to, the
Elections Act 2001 (c. 7) made a non-textual amerdmhen local elections are combined with parliatawy elections.

(¢) Rule 20 was amended by S.1. 2010/2977. In addisection 4 of, and the Schedule to, the Electhmi2001 (c. 7) made a
non-textual amendment when local elections are goedbwith parliamentary elections.

(d) Rule 21 was amended by S.I. 1972/1264; S.|. 1987/and S.l. 2010/2977. In addition, section 4aof] the Schedule to,
the Elections Act 2001 (c. 7) made a non-textuakrmament when local elections are combined withigragntary
elections.



6. Rule 25 (issue of official poll cardg)(applies as if after paragraph (3) there wereriade—
“(3A) An official poll card issued under this ruleay be combined with an official poll
card issued at the European Parliamentary eleatiitim,necessary adaptation.”.
7. Rule 26 (equipment of polling statiorns)@pplies as if—
(a) after paragraph (1) there were inserted—

“(1A) The same ballot box may be used for the pblthe local election and the poll at
the European Parliamentary election.

(1B) Where separate ballot boxes are used, eadbt lix must be clearly marked
with—
(a) the election to which it relates, as shownhanltallot papers for that election; and

(b) the words “Please insert thgpecify colour of ballot papersin question] coloured
ballot papers in here.”.”;

(b) after paragraph (3A) there were inserted—

“(3B) The large version of the ballot paper refdrte in paragraph (3A)(a) above must be
printed on paper of the same colour as the badlpeps (other than tendered ballot papers)
for use at the local election.”; and

(c) after paragraph (4) there were inserted—
“(4A) The notice referred to in paragraph (4) must—
(a) clearly indicate the election to which it relstand
(b) be printed on paper of the same colour as #ietbpapers (other than tendered
ballot papers) for use at the local election.”.

8. Rule 29 (admission to polling statiod)@pplies as if in paragraph (1), after sub-panatyi@

there were inserted—
“(fa)persons entitled to be admitted at the Eurogearliamentary election;”.

9. Rule 32 (questions to be put to voted$)épplies as if in question (ii) of each of pargis
(1)(a) and (1)(b) and in the second question imgaph (2), after “at this” there were inserted
“local”.

10. Rule 34 (voting procedure) applies as if aftelagaaph (9) there were inserted—

“(10) The same copy of the register of electorsa®ithe case may be the notice issued
under section 13BA(9) of the 1983 A& may be used under paragraph (1) for the local
election and the European Parliamentary election.

(11) One mark may be placed in that register (othah notice) under paragraph (1)(d) or
in the list of proxies under paragraph (1)(e) toate that a ballot paper has been received
in respect of each election.

(12) If a ballot paper is issued in respect of aoe election, a different mark must be
placed in the register (or on the notice) or l&,the case may be, so as to identify the
election in respect of which the ballot paper ssied.”.

(@) Rule 25 was amended by S.1. 2010/2977. In addisection 4 of, and the Schedule to, the Electhmi2001 (c. 7) made a
non-textual amendment when local elections are goedbwith parliamentary elections.

(b) Rule 26 was amended by S.I. 2001/417; Schedudetde Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous ProvisioAs) 2006 (c. 33);
and S.I. 2010/2977. In addition, section 4 of, @hel Schedule, to the Elections Act 2001 (c. 7) madason-textual
amendment when local elections are combined withepaentary elections.

(¢) Rule 29 was amended by S.I. 1987/168; S.l. 20(0%/8.1. 2005/863; Schedule 1 to the Electoral Adstiation Act 2006
(c. 22); and S.I. 2010/2977.

(d) Rule 32 was amended by Schedule 1 to the Eléddrainistration Act 2006 (c. 22); S.I. 2010/297ii.addition, section 4
of, and the Schedule to, the Elections Act 20017Yanade a non-textual amendment when local elestize combined
with parliamentary elections.

(e) Rule 26(3ZB) defines “section 13BA(9) of the 198&” as meaning “section 13BA(9) of the Represgataof the People
Act 1983 (as applied by Schedule 1 to the Electethérities (Northern Ireland) Act 1989)”". SectioBBIA was inserted by
section 6 of the Northern Ireland (Miscellaneousvigions) Act 2006 (c. 33).



11.Rule 35 (votes marked by presiding offica))épplies as if after paragraph (7) there were
inserted—

“(8) The same list may be used under paragraphfgB)the local election and the
European Parliamentary election and, where it igssal, an entry in that list must be taken
to mean that the ballot papers were marked in e of this rule in respect of each
election, unless the list identifies the electibmhich the ballot paper was so marked.”.

12.Rule 36 (voting by persons with disabilitids)@pplies as if after paragraph (4A) there were
inserted—

“(4B) The same list may be used under paragraphfg@Yhe local election and the
European Parliamentary election and, where it igssal, an entry in that list must be taken
to mean that the votes were given in accordande this rule in respect of each election,
unless the list identifies the election at whicé tlote was so given.”.

13.Rule 37 (tendered ballot papec3)épplies as if after paragraph (6) there werertade—

“(6A) The same list may be used under paragraphfdB)}the local election and the
European Parliamentary election and, where it issgnl, an entry in the list must be taken
to mean that the tendered ballot papers were markezbpect of each election, unless the
list identifies the election at which a tenderetldbgaper was marked.”.

14.Rule 39A (correction of errors on day of pdll)(applies as if the existing text became
paragraph (1), and after paragraph (1) there vmsertied—

“(2) The same list may be used under paragraphfgi)the local election and the
European Parliamentary election and, where it igssal, an entry in that list must be taken
to mean that ballot papers were issued in resgesaah election unless the list identifies
the election for which a ballot paper was issued.”.

15.Rule 41 (procedure on close of pdd))applies as if—

(@) in paragraph (1) after “polling agents”, where thosords first appear, there were
inserted “appointed for the purposes of the lodatteon and those appointed for the
purposes of the European Parliamentary election”;

(b) after paragraph (1) there were inserted—

“(1A) Separate packets must be made up in respeledocal election and the European
Parliamentary election for the purpose of each wf-garagraphs (b), (c) and (e) of
paragraph (1).”; and

(c) in paragraph (3), after “presiding officer” theremn inserted “separately for the purposes
of the local election and the European Parliamgrekaction”.

16.Rule 44 (attendance at counting of votgsgpplies as if in paragraph (1), after sub-
paragraph (f), there were inserted—

(@) Rule 35 was amended by Schedule 1 to the Eléctahainistration Act 2006 (c. 22) and Schedule 4the Northern
Ireland (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006 (c..38)addition, section 4 of, and the Schedulelie, Elections Act 2001
(c. 7) made a non-textual amendment when locatiefecare combined with parliamentary elections.

(b) Rule 36 was amended by S.I. 2001/417; S.I. 2@B52Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration 2006 (c. 22); and
Schedule 4 to the Northern Ireland (MiscellaneowiBions) Act 2006 (c. 33). In addition, sectiowf4 and the Schedule
to, the Elections Act 2001 (c. 7) made a non-tdxtumendment when local elections are combined pittliamentary
elections.

(¢) Rule 37 was amended by S.I. 1987/168; S.I. 2@B52Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration 2006 (c. 22); and
Schedule 4 to the Northern Ireland (MiscellaneowiBions) Act 2006 (c. 33). In addition, sectioof4 and the Schedule
to, the Elections Act 2001 (c. 7) made a non-tdxtumendment when local elections are combined pittliamentary
elections.

(d) Rule 39A was inserted by Schedule 4 to the Nontireland (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 200638).

(6) Rule 41 was amended by S.I. 2001/417; Schedutethie Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22x;hedule 4 to the
Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act @0@. 33); and S.l. 2010/2977. In addition, sectibrof, and the
Schedule to, the Elections Act 2001 (c. 7) madeom-textual amendment when local elections are coetbiwith
parliamentary elections.

(f) Rule 44 was amended by paragraph 58 of Schedol¢ht Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22)daS.1. 2010/2977.



“(g) a person who falls within sub-paragraphs ¢aje) of rule 49(2) of Schedule 1 to
the European Parliamentary Elections (Northernai@) Regulations 2004
(European Parliamentary elections rulag)(
17.Rule 45 (preliminary proceedings and conduct efdbunt)b) applies as if—
(@) in paragraph (1)—
(i) before sub-paragraph (a) there were inserted—

“(za) where separate ballot boxes have been usetidgoll at the local election and
the poll at the European Parliamentary electionthin presence of the counting
agents for each such election—

(i) open each ballot box for the local electionl #or the European Parliamentary
election;

(i) from each ballot box for the local electidmke out any ballot papers for the
European Parliamentary election and place them ipallot box for the
European Parliamentary election, and

(i) from each ballot box for the European Parlentary election, take out any
ballot papers for the local election and place them ballot box for the local
election;”, and

(ii) in sub-paragraph (a), after “each ballot box” thewere inserted “(if not already
opened in accordance with sub-paragraph (za))”; and

(b) after paragraph (1) there were inserted—

“(1A) Where separate ballot boxes have been usedatiot paper marked in respect of
the local election is rendered invalid by the biglaper being placed in the ballot box used
at the European Parliamentary election.”.

18.Rule 58 (forwarding of documents)@pplies as if after paragraph (4) there werertade—

“(5) Where the same copy of the register, the saatiee or the same list has been used
for the local election and the European Parliamgngéection under rules 164), 34, 35,
36, 37 or 39A, paragraph (3) does not apply to togty of the register, or that notice or
list, as the case may be.”.

19.Rule 59 (orders for production of documerdsHpplies as if in paragraphs (1)(a), (5) and
(7), after “proper officer of the council” there meenserted “or the returning officer”.
20.Rule 60 (retention of documentg)applies as if—

(a) in paragraph (1), for “to which rule 58 applieséth were substituted “forwarded to him
in pursuance of rule 58(3)”"; and

(b) after paragraph (1) there were inserted—

“(1A) The returning officer shall retain for 12 ntbs the documents mentioned in rule
58(5) and then, unless otherwise directed by aarasdder rule 59, shall cause them to be
destroyed.”.

21.Rule 63 (party candidatg)(applies as if—
(a) after paragraph (2) there were inserted—

(a) S.l. 2004/1267; Schedule 1 was substituted hy2809/813.

(b) Rule 45 was amended by S.I. 1972/1264; S.|. 3%, and S.I. 2010/2977.

(¢) Rule 58 was amended by Schedule 4 to the Nortlretand (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006 (c) 3&d S.I.
2010/2977.

(d) Rule 16A (corresponding number list) was inseligd.l. 2010/2977.

(¢) Rule 59 was amended by S.I. 2010/2977.

(f) Rule 60 was amended by S.I. 2010/2977.

() Rules 63 and 64 were inserted by S.l. 2010/28V@ddition, section 4 of, and the Schedule to,Eleetions Act 2001 (c.
7), as amended by S.I. 2010/2977, made a non-texto@ndment when local elections are combined pattiamentary
elections.



“(2A) Neither the countermand of the poll at thedbelection nor the direction that that
poll be abandoned affects the poll at the Eurofratiamentary election.”;

(b) in paragraph (3), after “with respect to the” thesxre inserted “local”.

22.Rule 64 (abandoned poll) applies as if for panalgsa2) to (6) there were substituted—
“(2) No further ballot papers at the local electionst be delivered in any polling station.

(3) At the close of poll for the European Parliatagy election, the presiding officer at a
polling station must take the like steps (so fan@isalready taken) for the delivery of ballot
boxes and ballot papers and other documents asobkl Wwe required to take if the local
election had not been abandoned.

(4) It is not necessary for a ballot paper accdanthe local election to be prepared or
verified.

(5) Having separated the ballot papers relatinghéo European Parliamentary election,
the returning officer must take no step or furtbimp for the counting of the ballot papers
used at the local election or of the votes.

(6) The returning officer must seal up all of thelt papers used at the local election
whether the votes have been counted or not asdnivt necessary to seal up counted and
rejected ballot papers in separate packets.

(6A) The returning officer must dispose of the baflapers used at the local election and
other documents in his possession as he is reguirga on the completion in due course of
the counting of the vote at the European Parliaargrélection.”.

23—(1) The Appendix of Forms applies as if—

(@) in Form 3 (ballot paper, on the front of the ballot paper, at the toghaft form there
were inserted the heading “Local Council Election™;

(b) in Form 4 (directions as to printing the ballot pBfb), in paragraph 2(a), after “apart
from” there were inserted “the heading “Local Calidection” at the top of the ballot
paper and”; and

(c) after Form 5 (declaration of identitg)(there were inserted—

(@) This form was amended by S.I. 2001/417 and papg61 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administratiat 2006 (c. 22)

(b) This form was amended by S.I. 2001/417; parag6dpbf Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administratiact 2006 (c. 22); and
S.1. 2010/2977.

(c) Form 5A was inserted only for the purpose of mbimed local and parliamentary election by paragr2® of the Schedule
to the Elections Act 2001 (c. 7), and that insefteth was amended by S.I. 2010/2977.
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“5ZA Declaration of Identity (combined polls) (rule21)
(for use when a local poll isto be combined with a European Parliamentary poll)

Front of form

LOCAL COUNCIL ELECTION
DECLARATION BY VOTER

To be returned with the [insert colour of balfor paper] coloured ballot paper no.

I am the person to whom the finsert colvir of ballot paper] coloured ballot paper numbered
as above was sent.

My date of birth is ............. [DD/MM/YYYY] (you are not required 1o give your dale of
birth i you arc to volc as a proxy [or somconge clsc).

Voter's signature ... ...

CERTIFICATION BY WITNESS

The voler, who 1s persenally known 1o me, has signed this declaration in my presence.
WINCSS ™S SIZHAIUTS ... ..o ee e

Name of witness (WRITE CLEARLY) ... o

Address  of  witness (WRITE  CLEARLY) ... ...

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON THE BACK OF THIS FORM

11



Back of form

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER

1. You must sign this declaration of identity in the presence of a person known Lo you.
You are required to do this even if vou have already signed a similar declaration of identity
in respeel of another clection to be held on the same day. That person should then sign this
declaration as a witness. adding his or her name and address. Unless vou are voling as a
proxy, vou must also give vour date of birth. Withoul all the above the declaration will be
invalid and vour vote will not be counted.

2. Mark vour vote by putting 17 against the candidate of vour first choice. “2° against
the candidate of vour second choice and so on. Do this secretly. If you cannot vote without
assistance, the person assisting vou must not disclose how vou have voted.

3. You may show your prelerence lor as many or as fow candidates as you wish bul you
should not show the same preference against more than onc candidate. Put no other mark on
the ballot paper. or vour votc may not be counted.

4. Different colours are used for the ballot papers for each election. Each ballot paper has
its own ballot paper emvelope (the smaller envelope marked “A”). declaration of identity and
covering cnvelope {ihe larger envelope marked “B7). The covering envelope and declaration
of identity lor a particular declaration of identily arc those which refer to the colour of that
ballot paper. [t is important that vou usc the correct envelopes and deelaration of identity.
otherwise vour vote may not be counted. You may find it helpful te sort the documents into
separate sets, each consisting of a ballot paper. ballot paper envelope. declaration of identity
and covermg cnvelope. Then procecd as [ollows-

{a) placc cach ballot paper in the correct smaller envelope and scal it

{by put the envelope, together with the correct declaration of 1dentity, in the correct
covering envelope and seal it;

{c) retum the covering cnvelopes without delay. Ballot papers must be received by the
returning officer not later than the close of poll.

5_1f vou receive more than one ballot paper. remember that it is 1llegal to vote more than
once (otherwise than as proxy) at the same clection, You are entitled to vole at different
clections which are held on the same day.

6. At this election vou cannot vote in person at a polling station. even if vou receive an
official pell card.

7. If you wadvertently spoil your ballet paper, vou can apply to the returning officer for
another one. With vour application vou must return, in vour own envelope, the spoilt ballot
paper, the declaration of identity (make sure it 1s the correet one) and the envelopes marked
“A” and "B {(again make sure thev are the correct envelopes). Remember that there is little
lime available if a fresh ballot paper is 1o be issucd and counted.

Modification of absent voting provisions

24.Part 3 of Schedule 2 to the 1985 Order (issueaareipt of ballot papers) applies as if—
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(a) after paragraph (1) there were inserted—

“Combination of polls

1A. The proceedings on the issue and receipt of pbattlt papers in respect of the local
election and the European Parliamentary electiost ipel taken together.”;

(b) in paragraph 2 (interpretation), after paragrapht{8re were inserted—

“(4) In this Order “the European Parliamentary 8@t has the meaning given in rule
3B of the local elections rules.”;

(c) in paragraph 6 (procedure on issue of postal bpdper)é), after sub-paragraph (2) there
were inserted—

“(2A) The colour of the postal ballot paper mustcabe marked on the declaration of
identity sent with that paper.”; and

(d) in paragraph 8 (ballot paper envelog}fter sub-paragraph (1B) there were inserted—

“(1C) The covering envelope must also be markedv&ting envelope for thginsert
colour of ballot paper] coloured ballot paper”.

(1D) On the ballot paper envelope after the woilallot paper envelope” there must be
added “for thginsert colour of ballot paper] coloured ballot paper”.”.

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Order)

As a result of legislation enacted by the Northkaland Assembly, Northern Ireland will be
divided into 11 local government districts rathleart the existing 26 local government districts.
To ensure a smooth transition to the local goveminuistricts, Northern Ireland legislation
provides for the creation of statutory transitiamenittees and for the new councils to operate in
parallel with the existing councils for a transita period. To facilitate this, elections to thewne
councils need to be brought forward by one year.

This Order makes amendments to electoral law iriigon Ireland which are consequential on the
following Northern Ireland legislation on local gawment reform: the Local Government
(Boundaries) Act (Northern Ireland) 2008 (c. 7)ethhocal Government (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act (Northern Ireland) 2010 (c. 7); thecal Government (Boundaries) Order
(Northern Ireland) 2012 (S.R. 2012/421); the Lodabvernment (Statutory Transition
Committees) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2013R(013/179) and the Local Government
(Boundaries) (2008 Act) (Commencement, TransitidPavision and Savings) Order (Northern
Ireland) 2013 (S.R. 2013/238). The latter legisiatprovides for the commencement of the new
local government districts on 3rd October 2013tfer purpose of elections to the new councils,
which means that any reference to a district cddiocthe purpose of an election in 2014 will be a
reference to a new council. It also provides fa division of powers and functions between the
existing district councils and the new district noils during the transitional period.

Article 3(2) and 3(3) of this Order provides foetdate of the first elections to the new district
councils and amends the definition of “election’day

Article 3(4) allows persons who are in the pollstgtion or in a queue outside the polling station
at the close of the poll to apply for a ballot pape

(a) Paragraph 6 was amended by S.I. 1987/168 an@®.0/2977. In addition, section 4 of, and the Saoleto, the Elections
Act 2001 (c. 7) made a non-textual amendment tagraph 6, inserting sub-paragraph (3) in casesentier polls at
parliamentary elections and local elections areriakgether.

(b) Paragraph 8 was amended by S.I. 2005/2969 angd®.0/2977. In addition, section 4 of, and theeSictte to, the Elections
Act 2001 (c. 7) made a non-textual amendment tagvaph 8, inserting sub-paragraph (2), when lotsdtiens are
combined with parliamentary elections.
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Article 4 provides that the existing councillordiwgtire on 1st April 2015, that vacancies in thos
councils will be filled until 1st January 2015 atltht the register in force on the day that a
councillor was elected will, for the purpose ofaddishing whether that councillor is qualified to
continue, remain in force until the existing coliocs retire.

Article 5 makes modifications which apply only iaspect of the first election to new district

councils in 2014. For the purpose of those elesti@my advance on election expenses will be
paid by the statutory transition committee for tieéevant new council, and the final election

expenses will be paid by the elected new counted; deputy returning officer will be a person

appointed for that purpose by the statutory trasrsitommittee for that new council.

Article 6 modifies the Electoral Law (Polling Stati Scheme) (Northern Ireland) Regulations
2010 to require the Chief Electoral Officer for Mwrn Ireland to publish a draft polling station
scheme as soon as practicable after 1st Februddy ROalso shortens the consultation period for
that draft scheme in light of the short time beftire first election to the new councils on 22nd
May 2014.

Article 7 makes amendments to the process forppeiatment of the Drainage Council under the
Drainage (Northern Ireland) Order 1973. Usuallyp@ptment is made as soon as practicable after
a local election takes place in the relevant apgpwnt year. As no local election will take place in
2015 the appointment should instead take plac®as as practicable after the new councillors
take up their full powers, and the existing cododdl retire, on 1st April 2015. During the
transitional period, eligibility to serve as a meanbf the Drainage Council as a representative of
a district council will continue to relate to mem$igip of an existing council (see article 5, S.R.
2013/238).

Article 8 provides for the provisions of the 1962tAo apply to the filling of casual vacancies
within both existing councils and new councils dgrthe transitional period.

Article 9 makes consequential amendments in relatiopolling districts and polling places in
parliamentary elections. Until now, the polling tdits and places for parliamentary elections
tracked those for local elections. This can no éngontinue because local government
boundaries will be different to parliamentary boarnés. The amendments provide that the
parliamentary polling districts will be designategithe Secretary of State and kept under review.
The parliamentary polling places in those distrisii be designated by the Chief Electoral
Officer for Northern Ireland and that officer wille required to review those polling places in
2014 and every five years thereafter. Where cefarsons or bodies make representations to the
Electoral Commission about a review of polling giscit will have a power to direct that the
polling places be altered or to make the alteratswif.

Article 10 and the Schedule make amendments tevdtioal elections to be held together with
European Parliamentary elections in 2014.

An impact assessment has not been produced fomtisiment as no impact on the private or
voluntary sectors is foreseen.
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