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DRAFT STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2006 No.

The Water and Sewerage Services
(Northern Ireland) Order 2006

PART IV
WATER SUPPLY

CHAPTER III

QUALITY AND SUFFICIENCY OF SUPPLY

General obligations of water undertakers

Offence of supplying water unfit for human consumption

110.—(1)  Subject to paragraph (3), where a water undertaker supplies water by means of pipes
to any premises and that water is unfit for human consumption, the undertaker shall be guilty of an
offence and liable—

(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding £20,000; or
(b) on conviction on indictment, to a fine.

(2)  For the purposes of section 20(2) of the Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954 (c. 33)
and any other statutory provision under which an individual is guilty of an offence by virtue of
paragraph (1), the penalty on conviction on indictment of an offence under this Article shall be
deemed to include imprisonment (in addition to or instead of a fine) for a term not exceeding two
years.

(3)  In any proceedings against any water undertaker for an offence under this Article it shall be
a defence for that undertaker to show that it—

(a) had no reasonable grounds for suspecting that the water would be used for human
consumption; or

(b) took all reasonable steps and exercised all due diligence for securing that the water was
fit for human consumption on leaving its pipes or was not used for human consumption.

(4)  Proceedings for an offence under this Article shall not be instituted except by the Department
or the Director of Public Prosecutions for Northern Ireland.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/apni/1954/33

