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Synodical Government Measure 1969

1969 No. 2

A Measure passed by The National Assembly of the Church of England to provide
for the vesting by Canon of the functions, authority, rights and privileges of the
Convocations of Canterbury and York in the General Synod of the Church of
England, and for the modification by Canon of the functions of the said Convocations
when sitting separately for their provinces; to rename and reconstitute the Church
Assembly as the General Synod, and to make further provision for the synodical
government of the Church of England, and for purposes connected with the matters
aforesaid. [25th July 1969]

Whereas the Convocations of Canterbury and York, on the 8th day of October 1968, resolved
that the functions, authority, rights and privileges of the said Convocations should, by Canons
made by them with Her Majesty’s Licence and Assent, vest in the Church Assembly to be
renamed and reconstituted as the General Synod of the Church of England.

And Whereas it is expedient to give effect to the said resolution and to bring to an end the present
dual exercise of functions by the Church Assembly and the Convocations, and to provide a
system of synodical government for the Church of England.

Extent Information
E1  For extent to the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands see s. 9(3)-(5).

Commencement Information
n Measure wholly in force at Royal Assent.

1 Vesting of functions and authority of Convocations in a General Synod.

(1) It shall be lawful for the Convocations of Canterbury and York to submit for Her
Majesty’s Licence and Assent Canons in the form set out in Schedule 1 to this Measure
providing—
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(a)

(b)

for vesting in the General Synod of the Church of England, being the Church
Assembly renamed and reconstituted in accordance with this Measure, the
functions, authority, rights and privileges of the said Convocations;

for modifying the functions of the said Convocations when sitting separately
for their provinces;

and, if Her Majesty is pleased to grant Her Licence and Assent, it shall be lawful for
the said Convocations to make, promulge and execute the said Canons, which shall
have full force and effect.

(2) The functions so vested shall be exercisable in accordance with the Constitution of
the General Synod set out in Schedule 2 to this Measure and shall be exercisable
for the Church of England as a whole, instead of being exercisable provincially, but
without prejudice to the making of different provision, where appropriate, for the two
provinces.

(3) The provisions of sections 1 and 3 of the Submission of the "' Clergy Act 1533—

(a)
(b)

requiring the Queen’s Assent and Licence to the making, promulging and
executing of Canons by the said Convocations, and

providing that no Canons shall be made or put in execution by the said
Convocations which are contrary or repugnant to the Royal prerogative or the
customs, laws or statutes of this realm,

shall apply in like manner to the making, promulging and executing of Canons by the
General Synod.

(4) The dissolution and calling together of the said Convocations in pursuance of the
Royal Writ (or otherwise under the ¥*Church of England Convocations Act 1966) shall
have the effect, in accordance with the said Constitution, of dissolving and bringing
into being the General Synod.

(5) The functions vested in the General Synod by the said Canons—

(a)

(b)

shall include the power of the said Convocations as declared by the
Convocations of the ™Clergy Measure 1920, to make, promulge and execute
Canons for the amendment of the Constitution of the Lower Houses thereof;
shall not include the functions of the said Convocations under the Measures
mentioned in section 3 of this Measure, which shall be exercisable in
accordance with that section.

Extent Information
For extent to the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man see s. 9(3)-(5)

E2

Marginal Citations
1533 ¢. 19 (21:1)
1966 c. 2 (21:1).
1920 No. 1 (21:1).

M1
M2
M3

Renaming and reconstitution of the Church Assembly as the General Synod.

(1) As from the appointed day, the Church Assembly shall be renamed the General Synod
of the Church of England (and may be referred to as “the General Synod”) and shall
be reconstituted in accordance with the Constitution of the General Synod set out in
Schedule 2 to this Measure.


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2/section/9/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/aep/1533/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1966/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1920/1
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Exte
E3

(2) References in sections 3 and 4 of the ™ Church of England Assembly (Powers) Act
1919 and in other Measures, enactments and instruments to the Church Assembly
and to its Constitution and Legislative Committee shall, as from the appointed day,
be construed as references or, where the contexts so require, as including references
to the General Synod and its Constitution and the Legislative Committee appointed
thereunder, respectively, and any definitions of the said expressions and of “the
National Assembly of the Church of England” in section 1 of the said Act and in the
MInterpretation Measure 1925 shall cease to apply or be limited to the said contexts.

nt Information
For extent to the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man see s. 9(3)-(5)

Marginal Citations

M4
M5

1919 ¢. 76 (21:1).
1925 No. 1 (21:1).

Functions under the Prayer Book Measures and the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction
Measure.

(4) The powers exercisable by the said Convocations with the concurrence of the House
of Laity under the Prayer Book (Versions of the YBible) Measure 1965 shall be
exercisable by the General Synod.

(6) The powers exercisable by the said Convocations or the Houses thereof under the
MW Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Measure 1963 shall continue to be exercisable by them
for their respective provinces.

(7) Section 1(2) of this Measure shall apply to the functions exercisable by the General
Synod under this section, and accordingly the exercise of those functions shall be
subject, in particular, to Article 7 of the Constitution of the General Synod.

(8) This section shall have effect as from the appointed day,

Extent Information

E4

For extent to the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man see s. 9(3)-(5)

Textual Amendments

F1

S. 3(1)-(3)(5) repealed by Church of England (Worship and Doctrine) Measure 1974 (No. 3, SIF 21:7),
s. 6(4), Sch. 2, with savings for matters done or pending immediately before 1.9.1975

Modifications etc. (not altering text)

C1

Mar
M6
M7

“the said Convocations” means the Convocations of Canterbury and York

ginal Citations
1965 No. 4 (21:7).
1963 No. 1(21:2).
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/3/section/6/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/3/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1965/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1963/1
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Constitution and functions of Diocesan Synods.

(1) Diocesan synods shall be constituted for all dioceses in accordance with Part IV of
the Church Representation Rules contained in Schedule 3 to this Measure and the
transitional provisions contained in Schedule 4.

(2) The functions of the diocesan synod shall be—

(a) to consider matters concerning the Church of England and to make provision
for such matters in relation to their diocese, and to consider and express their
opinion on any other matters of religious or public interest;

(b) to advise the bishop on any matters on which he may consult the synod;

(¢c) to consider and express their opinion on any matters referred to them by the
General Synod, and in particular to approve or disapprove provisions referred
to them by the General Synod under Article 8 of the Constitution:

Provided that the functions referred to in paragraph (a) hereof shall not include the
issue of any statement purporting to declare the doctrine of the Church on any question.

(3) It shall be the duty of the bishop to consult with the diocesan synod on matters of
general concern and importance to the diocese.

(4) Except as may be provided by standing orders or directions of the diocesan synod,
the advisory and consultative functions of the synod under subsections (2)(b) and
(3) of this section may be discharged on behalf of the synod by the bishops
council and standing committee appointed in accordance with rule 28 of the Church
Representation Rules contained in Schedule 3 to this Measure, but either the bishop
or the body so appointed may require any matter to be referred to the synod.

(5) The diocesan synod shall keep the deanery synods of the diocese informed of the
policies and problems of the diocese and of the business which is to come before
meetings of the diocesan synod, and may delegate executive functions to deanery
synods; and shall keep themselves informed, through the deanery synods, of events
and opinion in the parishes, and shall give opportunities for discussing at meetings of
the diocesan synod matters raised by deanery synods and parochial church councils.

(6) The General Synod may by Canon or Regulation extend, amend or further define the
functions of diocesan synods, and if any question arises as to whether any matter falls
within the functions of a diocesan synod as laid down by subsection (2) of this section
or any such Canon or Regulation relating to that subsection, it shall be decided by
the bishop.

(7) As soon as a diocesan synod has been constituted, the diocesan conference shall be
dissolved and all functions exercisable by the diocesan conference shall be transferred
to the diocesan synod, and any reference in any Measure or instrument to diocesan
conferences shall be construed as references to diocesan synods:

Provided that nothing herein shall prevent the bishop from summoning a conference
of persons appearing to him to be representative of the clergy and laity of the diocese,
on such occasions and for such purposes as he thinks fit.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)

C2

S. 4(4) restricted by Dioceses Measure 1978 (No. I, SIF 21:3), s. 4(4)
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5 Constitution and functions of Deanery Synods.

(1) Deanery synods shall be constituted for all deaneries in accordance with Part III of
the Church Representation Rules contained in Schedule 3 to this Measure and the
transitional provisions contained in Schedule 4.

(2) Deanery synods shall, as soon as they are constituted, take the place of ruri-decanal
conferences where they exist, and those conferences shall thereupon be dissolved,
and any references in any Measure to ruri-decanal conferences shall be construed as
references to deanery synods.

(3) The functions of a deanery synod shall be—

(a) to consider matters concerning the Church of England and to make provision
for such matters in relation to their deanery, and to consider and express their
opinion on any other matters of religious or public interest;

(b) to bring together the views of the parishes of the deanery on common
problems, to discuss and formulate common policies on those problems, to
foster a sense of community and interdependence among those parishes, and
generally to promote in the deanery the whole mission of the Church, pastoral,
evangelistic, social and ecumenical;

(c) to make known and so far as appropriate put into effect any provision made
by the diocesan synod;

(d) to consider the business of the diocesan synod, and particularly any matters
referred to that synod by the General Synod, and to sound parochial opinion
whenever they are required or consider it appropriate to do so;

(e) to raise such matters as the deanery synod consider appropriate with the
diocesan synod:

Provided that the functions referred to in paragraph (a) hereof shall not include the
issue of any statement purporting to declare the doctrine of the Church on any question.

(4) If the diocesan synod delegate to deanery synods functions in relation to the parishes
of their deaneries, and in particular the determination of parochial shares in quotas
allocated to the deaneries, the deanery synod shall exercise those functions.

In this subsection “quota” means an amount to be subscribed to the expenditure
authorised by diocesan synods.

(5) The General Synod may by Canon or Regulation extend, amend or further define the
functions of deanery synods.

6 Functions of Parochial Church Councils.

For section 2 of the YParochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956 (which
relates to the general functions of a parochial church council), there shall be substituted
the following section :—

“2 General functions of council.

(1) It shall be the duty of the incumbent and the parochial church council to consult
together on matters of general concern and importance to the parish.

(2) The functions of parochial church councils shall include—
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(a) co-operation with the incumbent in promoting in the parish the whole
mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical ;

(b) the consideration and discussions of matters concerning the Church of
England or any other matters of religious or public interest, but not the
declaration of the doctrine of the Church on any question ;

(¢) making known and putting into effect any provision made by the
diocesan synod or the deanery synod, but without prejudice to the
powers of the council on any particular matter ;

(d) giving advice to the diocesan synod and the deanery synod on any
matter referred to to the council ;

(e) raising such matters as the council consider appropriate with the
diocesan synod or deanery synod.

(3) In the exercise of its functions the parochial church council shall take into
consideration any expression of opinion by any parochial church meeting.”.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C3  The text of s. 6 and Sch. 3 rule 11(2) is in the form in which it was originally enacted: it was not
reproduced in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which may have been
made prior to 1.2.1991.

Marginal Citations
M8 1956 No. 3.

7 Church Representation Rules.

(1) The rules contained in Schedule 3 to this Measure, which may be cited as the Church
Representation Rules, shall have effect for the purpose of providing for the constitution
and proceedings of diocesan and deanery synods and making further provision for the
synodical government of the Church, including the matters hitherto provided for by
the Rules for the Representation of the Laity:

Provided that the said rules may at any time be amended by a resolution of the General
Synod passed by a majority in each House of not less than two-thirds of those present
and voting.

(2) The ™Statutory Instruments Act 1946 shall apply to any such resolution as if it were
a statutory instrument and as if this Measure were an Act providing that it should be
subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.

(3) The Representation of the ™°Laity Measure 1956 and the Diocesan Conferences
Regulation 1958 shall cease to have effect except as may be temporarily provided by
Schedule 4 to this Measure.

Marginal Citations
M9 1946 ¢. 36 (115:2).
M10 1956 No. 2.
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9

Transitional Provisions.

The transitional provisions contained in Schedule 4 to this Measure shall have effect
with respect to matters arising on the transfer of functions from the Convocations, the
reconstitution of the Church Assembly as the General Synod, the changes affecting
diocesan and ruri-decanal conferences, and the coming into operation of the Church
Representation Rules, but nothing in the said Schedule shall be taken as prejudicing
section 38 of the "'Interpretation Act 1889 as applied by the "Interpretation Measure
1925.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)

C4

References in s. 8 to s. 38 of the Interpretation Act 1889 (c. 63) and to the Interpretation Measure 1925
(No. 1, SIF 21:1) to be construed as referring to the corresponding provisions (ss. 16(1), 17(2)(a) and
22(3)) of the Interpretation Act 1978 (c. 30, SIF 115:1): Interpretation Act 1978 (c. 30, SIF 115:1), s.
25(2)

Marginal Citations
M11 1889 c. 63.
M12 1925 No. 1 (21:1).

Short title, interpretation and extent.
(1) This Measure may be cited as the Synodical Government Measure 1969.

(2) In this Measure “the appointed day” means such day as may be appointed by the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York, following the completion of the first elections
after the passing of this Measure of the Lower Houses of the Convocations and of the
House of Laity, and “deanery” means rural deanery.

(3) This Measure shall extend to the Provinces of Canterbury and York, except that it
shall only extend to the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in accordance with the
following provisions of this section.

(4) Sections 1, 2 and 3, Schedules 1 and 2, and so much of Schedule 4 as relates to those
provisions, shall extend to the Isle of Man and the remainder of the Measure may by
Act of Tynwald be extended to the Isle of Man, with such exceptions, adaptations and
modifications, if any, as may be specified in such Act.

(5) This Measure may be applied to the Channel Islands or either of them, as defined
in the M“*Channel Islands (Church Legislation) Measures 1931 and “¢1957 in
accordance with the provisions of those Measures, and any scheme made for the
purpose of such application may provide for such modifications of the ™*Channel
Islands (Representation) Measure 1931 and of the ™'said Channel Islands (Church
Legislation) Measure 1931 as may be necessary or expedient in consequence of the
provisions of this Measure.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)

Cs

4.11.1970 appointed under s. 9(2)

Marginal Citations
M13 1931 No. 4 (21:1).
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M14 1957 No. 1 (21:1).
M15 1931 No. 5 (21:1).
M16 1931 No. 4 (21:1).
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SCHEDULES

SCHEDULE 1 Section 1.

FORM OF PROPOSED CANON

Extent Information
E5  For extent to the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man see s. 9(3)-(5)

Of the General Synod and the Convocations

1 On such day as may be appointed by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York under
the ™7Synodical Government Measure 1969, the powers to legislate by Canon
and other functions of the Convocation of Canterbury [York], and the authority,
rights and privileges of the said Convocation, shall vest in the General Synod of
the Church of England, being the Church Assembly renamed and reconstituted by
the said Measure.

Marginal Citations
M17 1969 No. 2 (21:1).

2 Notwithstanding such vesting as aforesaid, the said Convocation may continue
to meet separately, within the province or elsewhere at such places and times as
they may determine, for the purpose of considering matters concerning the Church
of England and making provision by appropriate instruments for such matters in
relation to their province or referring such matters to the General Synod, and shall
meet for the purpose of discharging their functions under section 3 of this Measure
and their functions under Article 7 of the Constitution of the General Synod in
respect of provisions touching doctrinal formulae or the services or ceremonies
of the Church of England or the administration of the Sacraments or sacred rites
thereof, or to consider any other matter referred to them by the General Synod:

Provided that the power to make provision as aforesaid shall not be exercisable by
Canon, and shall (without prejudice to the said Article 7) be exercisable consistently
with the exercise of functions by the General Synod and, in the event of any
inconsistency, the provision made by the General Synod shall prevail.

3 The said Convocation may, by their Standing Orders or otherwise, make provision
for joining to their two Houses, at such sittings and for the purposes of such of their
functions as they may determine, a House of Laity composed of—

(a) such of the members of the House of Laity of the General Synod as are
elected for areas in the province;

(b) such of the ex-officio and co-opted members of the said House as may be
allocated to the province for the purposes of this paragraph by the President


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2/section/9/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2
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and the Prolocutor of the Houses of the said Convocation and the Prolocutor
and Pro-Prolocutor of the House Laity of the General Synod; and

(c) the member of the said House chosen by the lay members of religious
communities in the said province:

Provided that the House of Laity joined as aforesaid to the two Houses of the said
Convocation shall not be given any power to vote on any matter referred to the
Convocation under Article 7 of the said Constitution, or any matter in respect of
which powers are exercisable by the Convocation in accordance with section 3 of
the said Measure.

4 The vesting of rights and privileges of the said Convocation in the General Synod
by this Canon shall not affect the right of the said Convocation (which shall be
exercisable also by the General Synod) to present addresses to Her Majesty, or the
right of the Lower House of the said Convocation to present gravamina to the Upper
House thereof.

SCHEDULE 2 Section 2.

CONSTITUTION OF THE GENERAL SYNOD

Extent Information
E6  For extent to the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man see s. 9(3)-(5)

1 The General Synod shall consist of the Convocations of Canterbury and York joined
together in a House of Bishops and a House of Clergy and having added to them
a House of Laity.

2 The House of Bishops and the House of Clergy shall accordingly comprise the
Upper and the Lower Houses respectively of the said Convocations, and the House
of Laity shall be elected and otherwise constituted in accordance with the Church
Representation Rules.

3 (1) The General Synod shall meet in session at least twice a year, and at such times and
places as it may provide, or, in the absence of such provision, as the Joint Presidents
of the Synod may direct.

(2) The General Synod shall, on the dissolution of the Convocations, itself be
automatically dissolved, and shall come into being on the calling together of the new
Convocations.

(3) Business pending at the dissolution of the General Synod shall not abate, but may
be resumed by the new Synod at the stage reached before the dissolution, and any
Boards, Commissions, Committees or other bodies of the Synod may, so far as may
be appropriate and subject to any Standing Orders or any directions of the Synod or
of the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, continue their proceedings during the
period of the dissolution, and all things may be done by the Archbishops or any such
bodies or any officers of the General Synod as may be necessary or expedient for
conducting the affairs of the Synod during the period of dissolution and for making
arrangements for the resumption of business by the new Synod.
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(4) A member of the General Synod may continue to act during the period of the
dissolution as a member of any such Board, Commission, Committee or body:

Provided that, if a member of the Synod who is an elected proctor of the clergy or
an elected member of the House of Laity does not stand for re-election or is not re-
elected, this paragraph shall cease to apply to him with effect from the date on which
the election of his successor is announced by the presiding officer.

4 (1) The Archbishops of Canterbury and York shall be joint Presidents of the General
Synod, and they shall determine the occasions on which it is desirable that one of
the Presidents shall be the chairman of a meeting of the General Synod, and shall
arrange between them which of them is to take the chair on any such occasion:

Provided that one of the Presidents shall be the Chairman when any motion is taken
for the final approval of a provision to which Article 7 of this Constitution applies
and in such other cases as may be provided in Standing Orders.

(2) The Presidents shall, after consultation with the Standing Committee of the General
Synod, appoint from among the members of the Synod a panel of not less than 3
or more than 8 chairmen, who shall be chosen for their experience and ability as
chairmen of meetings and may be members of any House; and it shall be the duty of
one of the chairmen on the panel, in accordance with arrangements approved by the
Presidents and subject to any special directions of the Presidents, to take the chair at
meetings of the General Synod at which neither of the Presidents take the chair.

(3) The Provincial Registrars shall be Joint Registrars of the General Synod.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C6  Sch. 2 Art. 4(2): functions of Standing Committee transferred (1.1.1999) to Appointments Committee
by S.I. 1998/1715, arts. 1(2)(4), 2, Sch. 1; Instrument made by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York
dated 14.10.1998

5 (1) A motion for the final approval of any Measure or Canon shall not be deemed to be
carried unless, on a division by Houses, it receives the assent of the majority of the
members of each House present and voting:

Provided that by permission of the chairman and with the leave of the General Synod
given in accordance with Standing Orders this requirement may be dispensed with.

(2) All other motions of the General Synod shall, subject as hereinafter provided, be
determined by a majority of the members of the Synod present and voting, and the
vote may be taken by a show of hands or a division:

Provided that, except in the case of a motion relating solely to the course of business
or procedure, any 25 members present may demand a division by Houses and in
that case the motion shall not be deemed to be carried unless, on such a division, it
receives the assent of the majority of the members of each House present and voting.

[F%(3) This Article shall be subject to any provision of this Constitution or of any Measure
with respect to special majorities of the Synod or of each House thereof, and where
a special majority of each House is required the vote shall be taken on a division
by Houses, and where a special majority of the whole Synod is required, the motion
shall, for the purposes of this Article, be one relating solely to procedure.]


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2/schedule/2/article/4/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1998/1715
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1998/1715/article/1/2/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1998/1715/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1998/1715/schedule/1
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[*(4) Where a vote is to be taken on a division by Houses, it may be taken either by an
actual division or in such other manner as standing orders may provide.]

Textual Amendments
F2  Article 5(3) substituted by Synodical Government (Special Majorities) Measure 1971 (No. 1, SIF 21:1),
s. 1(3)
F3  Article 5(4) inserted by Synodical Government (Amendment) Measure 1974 (No. 1, SIF 21:1),s. 3

6 The functions of the General Synod shall be as follows:—

(a) to consider matters concerning the Church of England and to make
provision in respect thereof—

(i) by Measure intended to be given, in the manner prescribed by the

MB3Church of England Assembly (Powers) Act 1919, the force and
effect of an Act of Parliament, or

(i) by Canon made, promulged and executed in accordance with the
like provisions and subject to the like restrictions and having the
like legislative force as Canons heretofore made, promulged and
executed by the Convocations of Canterbury and York, or

(iii) by such order, regulation or other subordinate instrument as may
be authorised by Measure or Canon; or

(iv) by such Act of Synod, regulation or other instrument or proceeding
as may be appropriate in cases where provision by or under a
Measure or Canon is not required,

(b) to consider and express their opinion on any other matters of religious or
public interest.

Marginal Citations
M18 1919 c. 76 (21:1).

7 (1) A provision touching doctrinal formulae or the services or ceremonies of the Church
of England or the administration of the Sacraments or sacred rites thereof shall,
before it is finally approved by the General Synod, be referred to the House of
Bishops, and shall be submitted for such final approval in terms proposed by the
House of Bishops and not otherwise.

(2) A provision touching any of the matters aforesaid shall, if the Convocations or either
of them or the House of Laity so require, be referred, in the terms proposed by the
House of Bishops for final approval by the General Synod, to the two Convocations
sitting separately for their provinces and to the House of Laity; and no provision so
referred shall be submitted for final approval by the General Synod unless it has been
approved, in the terms so proposed, by each House of the two Convocations sitting
as aforesaid and by the House of Laity.

(3) The question whether such a reference is required by a Convocation shall be decided
by the President and Prolocutor of the Houses of that Convocation, and the Prolocutor
shall consult the Standing Committee of the Lower House of Canterbury or, as the
case may be, the Assessors of the Lower House of York, and the decision of the
President and Prolocutor shall be conclusive:


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2/article/5/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1971/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1971/1/section/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2/article/5/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/1/section/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1919/76
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Provided that if, before such a decision is taken, either House of a Convocation
resolves that the provision concerned shall be so referred or both Houses resolve that
it shall not be so referred, the resolution or resolutions shall be a conclusive decision
that the reference is or is not required by that Convocation.

(4) The question whether such a reference is required by the House of Laity shall be
decided by the Prolocutor and Pro-Prolocutor of that House who shall consult the
Standing Committee of that House, and the decision of the Prolocutor and the Pro-
Prolocutor shall be conclusive:

Provided that if, before such a decision is taken, the House of Laity resolves that
the reference is or is not required, the resolution shall be a conclusive decision of
that question.

(5) Standing Orders of the General Synod shall provide for ensuring that a provision
which fails to secure approval on a reference under this Article by each of the four
Houses of the Convocations or by the House of Laity of the General Synod is not
proposed again in the same or a similar form until a new General Synod comes into
being, except that, in the case of objection by one House of one Convocation only,
provision may be made for a second reference to the Convocations and, in the case
of a second objection by one House only, for reference to the Houses of Bishops and
Clergy of the General Synod for approval by a two-thirds majority of the members of
each House present and voting, in lieu of such approval by the four Houses aforesaid.

(6) If any question arises whether the requirements of this Article or Standing Orders
made thereunder apply to any provision, or whether those requirements have been
complied with, it shall be conclusively determined by the Presidents and Prolocutors
of the Houses of the Convocations and the Prolocutor and Pro-Prolocutor of the
House of Laity of the General Synod.

8 (1) A Measure [*or Canon] providing for permanent changes in the Services of Baptism
or Holy Communion or in the Ordinal, or a scheme for a constitutional union or a
permanent and substantial change of relationship between the Church of England
and another Christian body [**being a body a substantial number of whose members
reside in Great Britain], shall not be finally approved by the General Synod unless,
at a stage determined by the Archbishops, the Measure [*‘or Canon] or scheme, or
the substance of the proposals embodied therein, has been approved by a majority
of the dioceses at meetings of their Diocesan Synods [*or, in case of the diocese in
Europe, of the bishop’s council and standing committee of that diocese].

[7(1A) If the Archbishops consider that this article should apply to a scheme which
affects the Church of England and another Christian body but does not fall within
paragraph (1) of this Article, they may direct that this Article shall apply to that
scheme, and where such a direction is given this article shall apply accordingly.]

[**(1B) The General Synod may by resolution provide that final approval of any such scheme
as aforesaid, being a scheme specified in the resolution, shall require the assent of
such special majorities of the members present and voting as may be specified in the
resolution, and the resolution may specify a special majority of each House or of the
whole Synod or of both, and in the latter case the majorities may be different.]

[*(1C) A motion for the final approval of a Measure providing for permanent changes in
any such Service or in the Ordinal shall not be deemed to be carried unless it receives
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the assent of a majority in each House of the General Synod of not less than two-
thirds of those present and voting.]

(2) Any question whether this Article applies to any Measure [**or canon] or scheme, or
whether its requirements have been complied with, shall be conclusively determined
by the Archbishops, the Prolocutors of the Lower Houses of the Convocations and
the Prolocutor and Pro-Prolocutor of the House of Laity of the General Synod.

Textual Amendments

F4  Words inserted by Church of England (Worship and Doctrine) Measure 1974 (No. 3, SIF 21:7), Sch.
1, para. 3

F5  Words inserted by Synodical Government (Amendment) Measure 1974 (No. 1, SIF 21:1), s. 2(1)

F6  Words inserted by Diocese in Europe Measure 1980 (No. 2, SIF 21:1), s. 3(1)

F7  Article 8(1A) inserted by Synodical Government (Amendment) Measure 1974 (No. 1, SIF 21:1), s. 2(2)

F8  Aurticle 8(1B) inserted by Synodical Government (Special Majorities) Measure 1971 (No. 1, SIF 21:1), s.
1(1) as Article 8(1A) and renumbered Article 8(1B) by Synodical Government (Amendment) Measure
1974 (No. 1, SIF 21:1), s. 2(3)

F9  Article 8(1C) inserted by Church of England (Miscellaneous Provisions) Measure 1978 (No. 3, SIF 21:8),
s. 1

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C7 Article 8 amended by Diocese in Europe Measure 1980 (No. 2, SIF 21:1), s. 3(2)

9 (1) Standing Orders of the General Synod may provide for separate sittings of any of the
three Houses or joint sittings of any two Houses, and as to who is to take the chair
at any such separate or joint sitting.

(2) The House of Laity shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman of that House who
shall also discharge the functions assigned by this Constitution and the Standing
Orders and by or under any Measure or Canon to the Prolocutor and Pro-Prolocutor
of that House.

10 (1) The General Synod shall appoint a Legislative Committee from members of all
three Houses, to whom shall be referred all Measures passed by the General Synod
which it is desired should be given, in accordance with the procedure prescribed
by the "*Church of England Assembly (Powers) Act 1919, the force of an Act of
Parliament; and it shall be the duty of the Legislative Committee to take such steps
with respect to any such Measure as may be so prescribed.

(2) The General Synod may appoint or provide by their Standing Orders for the
appointment of a Standing Committee and such other Committees, Commissions and
bodies, which may include persons who are not members of the Synod, and such
officers as they think fit.

(3) Each House may appoint or provide by their Standing Orders for the appointment of
such Committees of their members as they think fit.

Marginal Citations
M19 1919c. 76 (21:1).


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/3/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/3/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/3/paragraph/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/1/section/2/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1980/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1980/2/section/3/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2/article/8/1A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/1/section/2/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2/article/8/1B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1971/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1971/1/section/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1971/1/section/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1974/1/section/2/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2/article/8/1C
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1978/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1978/3/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2/article/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1980/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1980/2/section/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1919/76
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11 (1) The General Synod may make, amend and revoke Standing Orders providing for any
of the matters for which such provision is required or authorised by this Constitution
to be made, and consistently with this Constitution, for the meetings, business and
procedure of the General Synod.

[F"(1A) Provision may be made by Standing Order that the exercise of any power of the
General Synod to suspend the Standing Orders or any of them shall require the assent
of such a majority of the members of the whole Synod present and voting as may be
specified in the Standing Order.]

(2) Each House may make, amend and revoke Standing Orders for the matter referred to
in Article 10(3) hereof and consistently with this Constitution and with any Standing
Orders of the General Synod, for the separate sittings, business and procedure of that
House.

(3) Subject to this Constitution and to any Standing Orders, the business and procedure at
any meeting of the General Synod or any House or Houses thereof shall be regulated
by the chairman of the meeting.

Textual Amendments
F10 Article 11(1A) inserted by Synodical Government (Special Majorities) Measure 1971 (No. 1, SIF 21:1),
s. 1(2)

12 (1) References to final approval shall, in relation to a Canon or Act of Synod be construed
as referring to the final approval by the General Synod of the contents of the Canon
or Act, and not to the formal promulgation thereof:

Provided that the proviso to Article 4(1) shall apply both to the final approval and to
the formal promulgation of a Canon or Act of Synod.

(2) Any question concerning the interpretation of this Constitution, other than questions
for the determination of which express provision is otherwise made, shall be referred
to and determined by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York.

(3) No proceedings of the General Synod or any House or Houses thereof, or any Board,
Commission, Committee or body thereof shall be invalidated by any vacancy in the
membership of the body concerned or by any defect in the qualification, election or
appointment of any member thereof.

13 Any functions exercisable under this Constitution by the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York, whether described as such or as Presidents of the General
Synod, may, during the absence abroad or incapacity through illness of one
Archbishop or a vacancy in one of the Sees, be exercised by the other Archbishop
alone.


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2/article/11/1A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1971/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1971/1/section/1/2
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SCHEDULE 3 Section 4.

CHURCH REPRESENTATION RULES

Modifications etc. (not altering text)

C8  Sch. 3 modified by Cathedrals Measure 1963 (No. 2), s. 12(3) (as substituted (1.6.1992) by Church of
England (Miscellaneous Provisions) Measure 1992 (No. 1), s. 17(1), Sch. 3 para. 10;Instrument dated
27.5.1992 made by Archbishops of Canterbury and York.

Sch. 3 modified (30.6.1999) by Cathedrals Measure 1999 (No. 1), ss. 12(4), 38(2)(3) (with ss. 33, 37,

38(5)(6))
PART I
CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL
Formation of Roll
1 (1) There shall be a church electoral roll (in these rules referred to as “the roll”) in every

parish, on which the names of lay persons shall be entered as hereinafter provided.
The roll shall be available for inspection by bona-fide inquirers.

[F"'(2) A lay person shall be entitled to have his name entered on the roll of a parish if he is
baptised, of sixteen years or upwards, has signed an application form for enrolment
set out in Appendix I of these rules and declares himself either—

(a) to be a member of the Church of England or of a Church in communion
therewith resident in the parish; or

(b) to be such a member and, not being resident in the parish, to have habitually
attended public worship in the parish during a period of six months prior to
enrolment; or

(c) tobeamember in good standing of a Church which subscribes to the doctrine
of the Holy Trinity (not being a Church in communion with the Church of
England) and also prepared to declare himself to be a member of the Church
of England having habitually attended public worship in the parish during a
period of six months prior to enrolment.

Provided that where a lay person will have his sixteenth birthday after the intended
revision of the electoral roll or the preparation of a new roll but on or before the date
of the annual parochial church meeting, he may complete a form of application for
enrolment and his name shall be enrolled but with effect from the date of his birthday.

(3) Where a person resides in an extra-parochial place he shall be deemed for the
purposes of these rules to reside in the parish which it abuts, and if there is any doubt
in the matter a determination shall be made by the bishop’s council and standing
committee.]

[F'*[ A person shall be entitled to have his name on the roll of each of any number of
F13(4)] parishes if he is entitled by virtue of 14 [""paragraphs (2) and (3)]of this rule to
have his name entered on each roll; but a person whose name is entered on the roll

of each of two or more parishes must choose one of those parishes for the purpose


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1963/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1963/2/section/12/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1992/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1992/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1992/1/section/17/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1992/1/schedule/3/paragraph/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukci/1992-05-27
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukci/1992-05-27
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1999/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1999/1/section/12/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1999/1/section/38/2/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1999/1/section/33
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1999/1/section/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1999/1/section/38/5/6
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of the provisions of these rules which prescribe the qualifications for election to a
deanery synod, a diocesan synod or the General Synod or for membership ['®of a
parochial church council under rule *7. . . [F**14(1)(f)]or] of a deanery synod under
rule [24(6)(b)].]

[F2(5)] The roll shall, until a parochial church council has been constituted in a parish, be
formed and revised by the minister and churchwardens (if any), and shall, after such
council has been constituted, be kept and revised by or under the direction of the
council. Reference in this rule to a parochial church council shall, so far as may be
necessary for giving effect to these rules, be construed as including references to the
minister and churchwardens (if any).

[F*°[ Where a new parish is created by a pastoral scheme, the roll of that parish shall in
F136)] the first instance consist—

(a) in the case of a parish created by the union of two or more former parishes,
of the rolls of those parishes combined to form one roll;

(b) in any other case, of the names of the persons whose names are at the date
of the coming into existence of the new parish entered on the roll of a parish
the whole or any part of which forms part of the new parish and who are
either resident in the new parish or have habitually attended public worship
therein.|

[F13 F21

(7)] The parochial church council shall appoint [ ~'a church electoral roll officer] to act
under its directions for the purpose of carrying out its functions with regard to the
electoral roll.

[2(8)] The names of persons who are entitled to have their names entered upon the roll of
the parish shall, subject to the provisions of these rules, be from time to time added
to the roll. *2. . . [F®It shall be the duty of the electoral roll officer to keep the roll
constantly up to date by the addition and removal of names as from time to time
required by these rules and to report such additions and removals at the next meeting
of the parochial church council.]

[F(9)] Subject to the provisions of this rule, a person’s name shall, as the occasion arises,
be removed from the roll, if he:—

(a) has died; or
(b) becomes a clerk in Holy Orders; or
(c) signifies in writing his desire that his name should be removed; or

(A e

[Fzs(d) ceases to reside in the parish, unless after so ceasing he continues, in any
period of six months [***habitually], to attend public worship in the parish,
unless prevented from doing so by illness or other sufficient cause; or|

["*(e)] is not resident in the parish and has not [“*habitually]attended public

p y p

worship in the parish during the preceding six months, not having been
prevented from doing so by illness or other sufficient cause; or

(&) F24

[F27(f)] was not entitled to have his name entered on the roll at the time when it was
entered.

[F3(10)] The removal of a person’s name from the roll under any of the provisions of these
rules shall be without prejudice to his right to have his name entered again, if he

[**has or acquires that right].
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[F2(11)] The roll shall where practicable contain a record of the address of every person whose

name is entered on the roll, but a failure to comply with this requirement shall not
prejudice the validity of any entry on the roll.

Textual Amendments

F11
F12
F13
F14
F15
F16
F17
F18
F19
F20
F21
F22
F23
F24
F25
F26
F27
F28
F29

2

Sch. 3 rule 1 para. (2)(3) substituted for (2) (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 1.
Rule 1(3) (now renumbered (4)) substituted by S.I. 1973/1865, para. 1(2)

Sch. 3 rule 1 paras. (3) to (9) renumbered (4)-(11) (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 1.
Words in Sch. 3 rule 1 para. 1(4) omitted (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 2.
Words in Sch. 3 rule 1 para. (4) substituted (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 2.
Words inserted by S.1. 1980/178, para. 1(2)

Words in Sch. 3 rule 1 para. (4) omitted (1.1.1996) by virtue of S.I. 1995/3243, para. 1
Words in Sch. 3 rule 1 para. (4) inserted (1.1.1996) by virtue of S.I. 1995/3243, para. 1
Words in Sch. 3 rule 1 para. (4) (originally (3)) amended (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 63, Sch.
Rule 1(4A) (now renumbered (6)) inserted by S.1. 1981/959, para. 1

Words substituted by S.I. 1973/1865, para. 1(3)

Words in Sch. 3 rule 1 para. (8) omitted (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 3
Words in Sch. 3 rule 1 para. (8) inserted (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 3

Rule 1(7)(d)(g) (as originally enacted) repealed by S.I. 1973/1865, para. 1(4)

Rule 1(7)(d) (now renumbered 1(9)(d))substituted by S.I. 1984/1039, para. 1(2)

Word in Sch. 3 rule 1 para. (9)(d) inserted (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 4

Rule 1(7)(d)(e)(f) (originally (e)(f)(h)) re-lettered by S.I. 1973/1865, para. 1(4)

Word in Sch. 3 rule 1 para. (9)(e) inserted (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 4

Words substituted by S.I. 1973/1865, para. 1(5)

Revision of Roll and Preparation of New Roll

(1) Except in a year in which a new roll is prepared, the roll of a parish shall be revised

annually by or under the direction of the council. Notice of the intended revision
in the form set out in section 2 of Appendix I to these rules shall be affixed by the
minister or under his direction on or near the principal door of every church in the
parish and every building in the parish licensed for public worship and remain so
affixed for a period of not less than fourteen days before the commencement of the
revision. The revision shall be completed not less than fifteen days or more than
twenty-eight days before the annual parochial church meeting.

(2) Upon every revision all enrolments or removals from the roll which have been

effected since the date of the last revision (or since the formation of the roll, if there
has been no previous revision) shall be reviewed, and such further enrolments or
removals from the rolls as may be required shall be effected.

(3) After the completion of the revision, a copy of the roll as revised shall, together

with a list of the names removed from the roll since the last revision (or since the
formation of the roll, if there has been no previous revision), be published by being
exhibited continuously for not less than fourteen days before the annual parochial
church meeting on or near the principal door of the parish church in such manner as
the council shall appoint. ™°. . . [*'During the period while the copy is so exhibited
any errors and omissions in the roll may be corrected but subject thereto and to the
provisions of rule 1(2), no names shall be added to or removed from the roll during
the period in any year between the completion of the revision and the close of the
annual parochial church meeting.]
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(4) Not less than two months before the annual parochial church meeting in the year

[*21990] and every succeeding sixth year notice in the form set out in section 3 of
Appendix 1 to these rules shall be affixed by the minister or under his direction on
or near the principal door of every church in the parish and every building in the
parish licensed for public worship and remain so affixed for a period of not less than
fourteen days. On the affixing of the notice a new roll shall be prepared.

["**At every service held on each of the two Sundays within the period of fourteen
days beginning with the date of the affixing of the notice or, in the case of a church
in which no service is held on either of those Sundays, at every service held in that
church on the first Sunday after that date the person conducting the service shall
inform the congregation of the preparation of the new roll.]

[**(5) The parochial church council shall take reasonable steps to inform every person

whose name is entered on the previous roll that a new roll is being prepared and that
if he wishes to have his name entered on the new roll he must apply for enrolment. No
such steps need be taken with respect to any person whose name could be removed

from the previous roll under rule [**1(9)].]

(6) The new roll shall be prepared by entering upon it the names of persons entitled to

entry under rule 1(2), and a fresh application shall be required from persons whose
names were entered on the previous roll. A person whose name was so entered shall
not be disqualified for entry on the new roll by reason only of his failure to comply
with the conditions specified in rule [**1(2)(b) and (c)], if he was prevented from
doing so by illness or other sufficient cause, and the circumstances shall be stated
on the application form. The preparation of the new roll shall be completed not less
than fifteen days or more than twenty-eight days before the annual parochial church
meeting.

(7) After the completion of the new roll, a copy shall be published by being exhibited

continuously for not less than fourteen days before the annual parochial church
meeting on or near the principal door of the parish church in such manner as the
council shall appoint. "7, . . [***During the period while the copy is so exhibited
any errors and omissions in the roll may be corrected but subject thereto and to the
provisions of rule 1(2) no names may be added to or removed from the roll during
the period in any year between the completion of the new roll and the close of the
annual parochial church meeting.]On the publication of the new roll the previous roll
shall cease to have effect

(8) Upon the alteration of the boundaries of any parishes the parochial church council of

the parish from which any area is transferred shall enquire from the persons resident
in that area whose names are entered on the roll of the parish, whether they wish
to have their names transferred to the roll of the other parish. The parochial church
council shall remove the names of persons answering in the affirmative from its
own roll and shall inform the parochial church council of the parish in which such
persons now reside, which shall enter the names on its roll without any application
for enrolment being required.

Textual Amendments

F30
F31

Words in Sch. 3 rule 2 para. (3) omitted (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 5.
Words in Sch. 3 rule 2 para. (3) inserted (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 5.
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F32 Words “1990” substituted (in place of “1972”) by virtue of S.I. 1984/1039, para. 2(2) (where the
substitution is expressed as follows: In rule 2(4) for the word “1978” there shall be substituted the word
“1990”)

F33 Para. inserted by S.I. 1973/1865, para. 2(1)

F34 Rule 2(5) substituted by S.I. 1973/1865, para. 2(2)

F35 Words in Sch. 3 rule 2 para. (5) amended (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 63, Sch.

F36 Words in Sch. 3 rule 2 para. (6) amended (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 63, Sch.

F37 Words in Sch. 3 rule 2 para. (7) omitted (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 6.

F38 Words in Sch. 3 rule 2 para. (7) inserted (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 6.

Procedural provisions relating to entry and removal of names

3 (1) When a person applying for enrolment on the roll of any parish signifies his desire
that his name should be removed from the roll of any other parish, notice of that
fact shall be sent by the parochial church council receiving the application to the
parochial church council of that other parish.

(2) When the name of any person is removed from the roll of the parish owing to his
having become resident in another parish, notice of that fact shall, whenever possible,
be sent by the parochial church council of the first mentioned parish to the parochial
church council of the last mentioned parish.

(3) F39

Textual Amendments
F39 Sch. 3 rules 3(3)—(5), 4(3)(4), repealed by S.I. 1984/1039, para. 4(b)

Certification of Numbers on Rolls

[F4°4 Not later than the 1st June the chairman, vice-chairman, secretary or church
electoral roll officer of the parochial church council shall notify in writing the
secretary of the diocesan synod of the number of names on the roll of each parish
as at the date of the annual meeting and a copy of such notification shall be affixed
at or near to the principal door of every church in the parish and every building
licensed for public worship in the parish when notification is sent to the secretary
of the diocesan synod, and shall remain so affixed for a period of not less than
fourteen days.]

Textual Amendments
F40 Sch. 3 rule 4 substituted (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 7.

[*'[ (1) A person whose name is entered on the roll of a guild church shall for the purpose

Fa2g) of the provisions of these rules which prescribe the qualifications for election to a
deanery synod, a diocesan synod or the House of Laity of the General Synod, or for
membership of a deanery synod under rule [**24(6)(b)], be deemed to be a person
whose name is on the roll of the parish in which the guild church is, and references in
those provisions or in rule [***1(4)] to a person whose name is on the roll of a parish
or on the roll of each of two or more parishes, and in rule [***46] to entry on the roll
of a parish, shall be construed accordingly.
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(2) In this rule “guild church” means a church in the City of London designated and
established as a guild church under the City of London (Guild Churches) Acts 1952
and 1960.]

Textual Amendments
F41 Rule 4A added by S.I. 1973/1865, para. 5.
F42 Rule 5 (originally 4A) renumbered (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 8.
F43 Words in Sch. 3 rule 5 para. (1) (originally 4A para. (1)) amended (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para.
63, Sch.

PART II

PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS AND COUNCILS ANNUAL MEETINGS

[F*6] (1) In every parish there shall be held not later than the 30th April in each year the
annual parochial church meeting (hereafter in these rules referred to as “the annual
meeting”).

(2) All lay persons whose names are entered on the roll of the parish shall be entitled to
attend the annual meeting and to take part in its proceedings, and no other lay person
shall be so entitled.

(3) A clerk in Holy Orders shall be entitled to attend the annual meeting of a parish and
take part in its proceedings—
(a) ifheis either beneficed in or licensed to the parish or any other parish in the
area of the benefice to which the parish belongs; or

(b) F45

[%(b)] if he is resident in the parish and is not beneficed in or licensed to any other
parish.

[*"(c) ifheisnotresident in the parish and is not beneficed or licensed to any other
parish, the parochial church council with the concurrence of the minister has
declared him to be a habitual worshipper in the parish, such declaration being
effective until the conclusion of the annual meeting in the year in which a
new roll is prepared under rule 2 or his ceasing to be a habitual worshipper
in the parish whichever is the earlier, but without prejudice to a renewal of
such declaration; or

(d) if he is a co-opted member of the parochial church council in accordance
with rule ™. .. [**14(1)(h)].]

[*°(4) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3) of this rule—

(a) all the members of the team of a team ministry shall be entitled to attend, and
take part in the proceedings of, the annual meeting of the parish or each of the
parishes in the area of the benefice for which the team ministry is established,
and where the area of a group ministry includes the area of a benefice for
which a team ministry is established, all the vicars in that ministry shall be
entitled to attend, and take part in the proceedings of, the annual meeting
of each of the other parishes in the area for which the group ministry is
established;
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(b) all the incumbents and priests in charge in a group ministry shall be entitled
to attend, and take part in the proceedings of, the annual meeting of each of
the parishes in the area for which the group ministry is established.

(5) Where two or more benefices are held in plurality and a team ministry is, or is to be,
established for the area of one of those benefices, then, if a pastoral scheme provides
for extending the operation of the team ministry, so long as the plurality continues,
to the area of any other benefice so held, paragraph (4) of this rule shall have effect
as if the references to the area of the benefice were references to the combined area
of the benefices concerned.]

Textual Amendments

F44 Rule 6 (originally 5) renumbered (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 8.

F45 Rule 5(3)(b) (as originally enacted) repealed by S.I. 1981/959, para. 2(1).

F46 Rule 5(3)(c) re-lettered “b” by S.I. 1984/1039, para. 4.

F47 Rule 5(3)(¢)(d) inserted by S.I. 1984/1039, para. 4.

F48 Words in Sch. 3 rule 6 para (3)(d) omitted (1.1.1996) by virtue of S.I. 1995/3243, para. 1.
F49 Words in Sch. 3 rule 6 para (3)(d) inserted (1.1.1996) by S.I. 1995/3243, para. 1.

F50 Rule 5(4)(5) inserted by S.1. 1981/959, para. 2(2).

Convening of Meeting

[*'7] (1) The annual meeting shall be convened by the minister of the parish by a notice in

the form set out in section 4 of Appendix 1 to these rules affixed on or near to the
principal door of every church in the parish and every building licensed for public
worship in the parish, for a period including the last two Sundays before the day of
the meeting.

(2) The annual meeting shall be held at such place on such date and at such hour as
shall be directed by the previous annual meeting, or by the parochial church council
(which may vary any direction given by a previous annual meeting) or in the absence
of any such direction as shall be appointed by the minister.

(3) During the vacancy of the benefice or curacy or when the minister is absent or
incapacitated by illness or any other cause, the vice-chairman of the parochial church
council, or if there is no vice-chairman, or if he is unable or unwilling to act, the
secretary of or some other person appointed by that council shall have all the powers
vested in the minister under this rule.

(4) The annual meeting shall be held at a place within the parish unless the parochial
church council decide otherwise.

[*3(5) The minister of a new parish created by a pastoral scheme, or, in the absence of the
minister, a person appointed by the bishop, shall as soon as possible after the scheme
comes into operation convene a special parochial church meeting, and, subject to
paragraph (6) of this rule, the provisions of these rules relating to the convening and
conduct of the annual general meeting shall apply to a special meeting convened
under this paragraph.

(6) A special meeting so convened and held in the month of November or the month of
December may, if the meeting so resolves, be for all purposes under these rules the
annual meeting for the succeeding year, and a special meeting so convened shall in
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any event be for all such purposes the annual meeting for the year in which it is so
convened and held.]

Textual Amendments
F51 Rule 7 (originally 6) renumbered (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 8.
F52 Rule 6(5)(6) inserted by S.I. 1981/959, para. 3

Chairman

F53

[ g[g1]54(1) The minister, if present, or, if he is not present, the vice-chairman of the parochial
church council, or, subject to paragraph (2) of this rule, if he also is not present, a
chairman chosen by the annual meeting shall preside thereat.

(2) Where a parish is in the area of a benefice for which a team ministry is established,
and a vicar in that ministry is entitled to preside at an annual meeting of that parish
by virtue of a provision in a pastoral scheme or the bishop’s licence assigning to the
vicar the duties, or a share in the duties, of the chairmanship of the annual meeting
of that parish, then, if both he and the vice-chairman of the parochial church council
are not present at that meeting, but the rector in that ministry is present, the rector
shall preside thereat.]

[*3(3)] In case of an equal division of votes, the chairman of the meeting shall have a second

or casting vote [**unless it is a case where rule [**’11(8)] applies]; but no clerical
chairman shall have a vote in the election of the parochial representatives of the laity.

Textual Amendments
F53 Rule 8 (originally 7) renumbered (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 8.
F54 Rule 7(1)(2) substituted for first sentence of rule 7 by S.I. 1981/959, para. 4(1)
F55 Second sentence of rule 7 numbered para. (3) by S.I. 1981/959, para. 4(2)
F56 Words inserted by S.I. 1973/1865, para. 6
F57 Words in Sch. 3 rule 8 para. (3) (originally 7(3)) amended (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 63, Sch.

Business

[F*®9] (1) The annual meeting shall receive from the parochial church council and shall be free
to discuss:—
@)

[F(a) areporton changes in the roll since the last annual parochial church meeting
or, in a year in which a new roll is prepared, a report on the numbers entered
on the new roll;]

(b) an annual report on the proceedings of the parochial church council;
(c) an annual report on the financial affairs of the parish;
(d) the audited accounts of a report on the proceedings of the deanery synod.

(e) anaudited statement of the funds and property, if any, remaining in the hands
of the parochial church council at the said date;
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(f) areport upon the fabric, goods and ornaments of the church or churches of
the parish [**', under section 5 of the Care of Churches and Ecclesiastical
Jurisdiction Measure 1991]; and

(g) areport on the proceedings of the deanery synod.

(2) The council shall cause ["*a copy of the said roll to be available for inspection at
the meeting and shall cause]a copy of the said audited accounts and the said audited
statement to be affixed on or near the principal door of every church in the parish and
every building licensed for public worship in the parish at least seven days before
the annual meeting.

(3) Such accounts and statement shall be submitted to the annual meeting for approval.
If approved, they shall be signed by the chairman of the meeting, who shall then
deliver them to the parochial church council for publication, and the parochial church
council shall forthwith cause them to be published and affixed ["*for a period of at
least fourteen days] on or near the principal door of every church in the parish and
every building licensed for public worship in the parish and at such other conspicuous

place or places in the parish as the parochial church council think appropriate [**and
shall cause a copy to be sent to the secretary of the diocesan board of finance.]

[F7(4) The annual meeting shall in the manner provided by rule 11—
(a) electin every third year parochial representatives of the laity to the deanery
synod;
(b) elect parochial representatives of the laity to the parochial church council;
(c) appoint sidesmen;
FB) o

appoint the independent examiner or auditor to the council for a term of
¥®(d) office ending at the close of the next annual meeting, provided that such
person shall not be a member of the council.]

and the elections and appointments shall be carried out in the above order.]

[F7°[ Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions and rule [7*7(6)], a special parochial

(5)] church meeting convened under rule [727(5)] shall, in addition to other business,—

(a) decide on the number of members of the parochial church council who are
to be the elected representatives of the laity;

F71

(b) elect in the manner provided by rule [7211] parochial representatives of the
laity to the deanery synod, if such representatives are required to be elected
in the year for which that meeting is the annual meeting by virtue of rule

["*7(6)1.]

[F7'(6)] Any person entitled to attend the annual meeting may ask any question about
parochial church matters, or bring about a discussion of any matter of parochial or
general interest, by moving a general resolution or by moving to give any particular
recommendation to the council in relation to its duties.

['(7)] The annual meeting shall have power to adjourn and to determine its own rules of
procedure.
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[F7'(8)] The secretary of the parochial church council (or another person appointed by the
meeting in his place) shall act as a clerk of the annual meeting, and shall record the
minutes thereof.

Textual Amendments

F58 Rule 9 (originally 8) renumbered (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 8.

F59 Sch. 3 rule 9(1)(a) omitted (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 8.

F60 Sch. 3 rule 9 para. 1(a) inserted (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 8.

F61 Words in Sch. 3 rule 8(1)(f) inserted (1.3.1993) by Care of Churches and Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction
Measure 1991 (No. 1, SIF 28:1), s. 32(1), Sch. 7 para. 4(a) (with s. 31(6)); Instrument dated 16.2.1993
made by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York

F62 Words in Sch. 3 rule 9 para. 2 inserted (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 9.

F63 Words inserted by S.I. 1984/1039, para. 5(1)

F64 Words inserted by S.I. 1984/1039, para. 5(2)

F65 Sch. 3 rule 9(4) (originally 8(4)) omitted (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 10.

F66 Sch. 3 rule 9(5) (originally 8(5)) omitted (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 10.

F67 Sch. 3 rule 9(4) inserted (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 10.

F68 Sch. 3 rule 9 para (4)(d) omitted (1.5.1996) by virtue of S.I. 1995/3243, para. 4.

F69 Sch. 3 rule 9 para (4)(d) inserted (1.5.1996) by virtue of S.I. 1995/3243, para. 4.

F70 Rule 8(6) inserted by S.I. 1981/959, para. 5

F71 Sch. 3 rule 9(5)-(8) (previously 9(6)-(9)) renumbered (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 10.

F72 Words in Sch. 3 rule 9 para. (5) (originally 8(6)) amended (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 63, Sch.

Qualifications of persons to be chosen or elected by annual meetings

[F3(1) Subject to the provisions of rule 1(4) and paragraph (3) of this rule, the qualifications
of a person to be elected a parochial representative of the laity to either the parochial
church council or the deanery synod are that—

(a) his name is entered on the roll of the parish;
(b) heis an actual communicant as defined in rule 54(1); and

(c) in the case of election to the parochial church council, he is of sixteen years
or upwards, and in the case of his election to the deanery synod, he is of
eighteen years or upwards. |

(2) The qualification of a person to be *®. . . [

is entered on the roll of the parish.

appointed] a sidesman is that his name

[F”(3) No person shall be nominated for election under rule 9—
(a) to serve on either the parochial church council, or the deanery synod unless
he has signified his consent to serve, or there is in the opinion of the meeting
sufficient evidence of his willingness to serve;
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(b) to serve on the parochial church council, if he has been disqualified from
serving on that parochial chuch council by the bishop under section 10(6) of
the Incumbents (Vacation of Benefices) Measures 1977 and 1993;

(c) to serve on the parochial church council if he is disqualified from being a
charity trustee under the Charities Act 1993]

Textual Amendments
F73 Sch. 3 rule 10 (originally 9) renumbered (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 11.
F74 Sch. 3 rule 10 paras. (1)(1A)(1B) omitted (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 11.
F75 Sch. 3 rule 10 para. (1) inserted (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 11.
F76 Word in Sch. 3 rule 10 para. (2) omitted (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 12.
F77 Word in Sch. 3 rule 10 para. (2) inserted (1.1.1995) by S.I. 1994/3118, para. 12.
F78 Sch. 3 rule 10 para. (3) omitted (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 12.
F79 Sch. 3 rule 10 para. (3) inserted (1.1.1995) by virtue of S.I. 1994/3118, para. 13.

Conduct of Elections at Annual Meetings

[PO11](1) [ ["™Subject to the provisions of any resolution under rule 12]for the time
being in force] this rule shall apply to all elections at annual meetings.

(2) All candidates for election at an annual meeting must be nominated and seconded
by persons entitled to attend the annual meeting, and in the case of parochial
representatives of the laity, by persons whose names are entered on the roll of the
parish. A candidate shall be nominated or seconded either before the meeting in
writing or at the meeting.

(3) If the number of candidates nominated is not greater than the number of seats to be
filled, the candidates nominated shall forthwith be declared elected.

(4) If more candidates are nominated than there are seats to be filled, the election shall
take place at the annual meeting.

(5) No clerk in Holy Orders shall be entitled to vote in the election of any parochial
representatives of the laity.

(6) Each person e