
 

 

Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact 
Assessment (CRWIA) for the M77/A77 
Trunk Road (Minishant) (Temporary 
20mph and 40mph Speed Restrictions) 
Order 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer 

This document is a point in time assessment of the likely effects of the 
above-named proposal on the rights and wellbeing of children and 
young people. This impact assessment should be read in conjunction 
with other impact assessments prepared for this proposal.  

The Scottish Government acknowledge the importance of monitoring 
and evaluating the impact of strategic decisions and legislation on 
children’s rights and wellbeing. Any information gathered during 
implementation of the legislation or strategic decision to which the 
impact assessment relates, will be used to inform future determinations 
of impact. Any new strategic decision or new legislation (including 
amending legislation) would be subject to a new CRWIA in line with the 
legislative requirements.  

  



 

 

Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment Template 

1. Brief Summary.  
 

Type of proposal  

Scottish Statutory Instrument (SSI) 

Name the proposal and describe its overall aims and intended 
purpose.  

A new rule called an “SSI” is being made for a length of a road through 
Minishant. It will be a temporary rule starting on 24 January 2026 and 
will last for 18 months (ending on the 24 July 2027). 

Here’s what’s changing: 

The speed limit on a length of the main road through Minishant will go 
down from 30 miles per hour (mph) to 20mph for 685 metres through 
the centre of the village. It will also go down from national speed limit 
to 40mph at the north end of Minishant to help drivers slow down to 
20mph safely. 

The 20mph speed limit in Minishant will help to: 

•••• Make roads in Minishant feel safer. 

•••• Encourage more people to walk, wheel (this means travelling in a 
wheelchair) or cycle in Minishant. 

•••• Make streets in Minishant quieter and nice. 

The reason for this change is to help make the road safer for everyone, 
especially people walking, wheeling or cycling. It’s also part of a bigger 
plan to make 20mph the normal speed for suitable roads in towns 
and villages across Scotland by the end March 2026. The new speed 
limit in Minishant will be tried out to see how well it works at slowing 
down traffic. 

In Scotland, most crashes happen on roads where traffic (this means 
cars, vans, buses, lorries and motorbikes) are limited to drive at 30 miles 
an hour or below. These roads are often where people live. If we slow 
traffic down to 20 miles an hour, it makes things safer for more people. 

Start date of proposal’s development: 01 May 2024 

Start date of CRWIA process: 25 July 2025 



 

 

2. With reference given to the requirements of the UNCRC 
(Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024, which aspects of the 
proposal are relevant to children’s rights?  

The new temporary speed limit in Minishant, which will be in place 
between 24 January 2026 and 24 July 2027, could help with some 
important rights that children have. These rights come from something 
called the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024 (UNCRC Act), which helps protect 
children’s rights in all parts of their lives. 

Here’s how the new speed limit might help: 

Article 6 – Life, Survival and Development (This means ‘Keeping 
Children Safe’): 

Slower vehicles mean roads are safer. As children are more likely to be 
walking, wheeling or cycling they are at a higher risk or danger. Making 
traffic slow down on these roads reduces the risk and danger which 
helps keep children safe and healthy. 

Article 23 – Children with a disability: 

When vehicles go slower, towns become nicer places to walk, wheel and 
cycle. This helps children with disabilities get around on their own and 
join in with things happening in their community. 

Article 24 – Health and health services:  

When vehicles drive more slowly, roads become safer. This means 
children can, walk, wheel or cycle on their own and spend more time 
outside. Moving around like this helps children stay strong and happy, 
and it builds healthy habits for when they grow up.  

Article 28 – Right to education 

When vehicles drive more slowly, the streets are safer and feel nicer. 
This helps children walk, wheel or cycle to school. Children who get 
more exercise can focus better, feel happier, and perform more strongly 
at school — safer streets can help make daily activity part of their 
routine. 

Article 31 – Leisure, play and culture  

When vehicles go slower, the streets are safer. This means children can 
play outside more and have fun on their own. They can also get to parks 
and play areas with an adult or on their own. 



 

 

3. Please provide a summary of the evidence gathered which will 
be used to inform your decision-making and the content of the 
proposal.   

Where the Ideas Came From 

The people making the new speed limit rules got their information from: 
• Research and reports – They looked at what experts have already 

learned. 
• Feedback from interested people – Such as Police Scotland or the 

Local Council. 
 

The decision to make the temporary speed limits 20mph and 40mph in 
Minishant came from lots of different experts in the field people and 
helpful reports. Here’s what they looked at: 

• A report by road safety experts that showed people are much more 
likely to survive if they’re hit by a car going 20mph instead of 30mph. 
https://trl.co.uk/uploads/trl/documents/INS009.pdf 

• A report from Transport Scotland that includes information on how 
many people, including children, get hurt while walking on or near 
roads. 
https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/vgebxuz3/key-reported-road-
casualties-scotland-2023.pdf 

• A study from Glasgow that includes information on looking at  
people walking wheeling or cycling who get hurt in Scotland. 
https://www.gcph.co.uk/assets/000/000/329/Pedestrian_and_cyclist_c
asualties_analysis_FINAL_original.pdf?1700036402  

• Scotland’s big road safety plan that explains how to make roads 
safer by the year 2030.  
https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/49893/scotlands-road-safety-
framework-to-2030.pdf 

• A study about the Scottish Borders that showed cars really did 
slow down when the 20mph rule was used.  
https://doi.org/10.3390/safety9030066  

• A report from UNICEF that talked about how safer roads help 
children stay healthy, happy, and independent. 
https://www.unicef.org/media/130721/file/UNICEF_Child_and_Adoles
cent_Road_Safety_Technical_Guidance_2022.pdf  



 

 

• A report from University of Westminster that shows children’s 
independence has declined due to traffic danger and parental fears, 
yet it’s vital for their health, development, and well-being. 

Children’s Independent Mobility: an international comparison and 
recommendations for action : WestminsterResearch 

• What people said about the Scottish Borders Council’s plan to 
make roads slower with a 20mph speed limit. 

Library folder - 20MPH - Road Safety - Public Consultation Feedback 
in Settlements - Scottish Borders Council 

• A study by experts which shows child road deaths have fallen 
mainly because children are now more closely supervised and spend 
less time travelling independently, not because roads are safer. 

https://john-adams.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2007/11/one%20false%20move.pdf 

• A study that shows that physical activity — especially aerobic and 
mentally engaging exercise — can boost children's brain function and 
school performance. 

https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/15/8/6616 

Information from people in the Scottish Borders was used to help 
decide if the 20mph speed limit was a good idea.  

While this information is from a different area, we think there are 
important things to learn from this that could be the same in the speed 
limit changes in Minishant.  

The Scottish Borders Council asked people who lived in the area what 
they thought about trying out a new 20mph speed limit in all their towns 
and villages. This was the first place in Scotland to try this lower speed 
limit all roads through their towns and villages. 

The Council asked people to share their thoughts online. Some people 
liked the slower speed, and some didn’t. Those that did not like it were 
more upset about other drivers not following the speed limit, than the 
other impacts of the speed limit. They felt that it made some drivers 
upset, and they drove too close to other cars or passed them in 
dangerous ways. A few people also said it made traffic worse and didn’t 
feel safer for children. 

But many people were happy and said: 



 

 

• “I welcome 20mph speed limit and gives me slightly more peace of 
mind when my children are walking but do feel it needs reinforced. I 
think the roads are safer for children and elderly when they are 
walking. I am in favour of keeping these restrictions”. 

• “It feels safer for me and my children. We can cross the road to the 
school bus each morning without the same worry and fear caused by 
speeding vehicles. The noise pollution is also less with slower moving 
vehicles”. 

• “As a parent of two primary school aged children I found the speed of 
most drivers through our village terrifying and I still do not feel 
comfortable letting my young children cross our road as it is too busy. 
However, I feel that the reduced speed limit has helped reduce the 
speed of most drivers, if not to 20 then at least to 30 or below. This 
has made a significant difference to how I feel while walking with my 
children in the village and we are definitely walking more frequently 
and feel safer doing so”. 

The people responsible for the roads have been checking how fast traffic 
is going in places where the speed limit has been changed to 20mph. 
They did this in lots of different towns and villages on big roads. The 
information they found helped them decide which roads should keep the 
20mph speed limit. They will check traffic speeds in Minishant. What 
they found is looked at more closely in another part of the report 
(Question 5). 

4. Further to the evidence described at ‘3’ have you identified any 
'gaps' in evidence which may prevent determination of impact? If 
yes, please provide an explanation of how they will be addressed.  

No Gaps Identified. 

5. Analysis of Evidence. 

To analyse Minishant for introducing a 20mph and associated 40mph 
speed limits a guide from Transport Scotland that helps decide which 
roads would be suitable for a 20mph limit was consulted: 
(https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/the-implementation-guide-for-
20-mph-speed-limits-in-scotland/the-road-assessment-criteria/)  

To analyse Minishant for the implementation of the 20mph and 40mph 
speed limits this guide uses a process called 'Place Criteria'. Place is a 
special word which means more than just a location on a map — it 
includes the feel, meaning, and experience of that location: 



 

 

• Location: Where it is (like a town, street, or park). 

• Physical features: What it looks like (buildings, roads, trees, rivers). 

• Human features: What people have built or how they use it (homes, 
shops, playgrounds). 

• Feelings and meanings: How people feel about it or what it means to 
them (a fun place to play, a safe place to live, a busy city centre). 

These were used by Transport Scotland to select suitable roads for a 
20mph speed limit. 

An assessment of Minishant for Transport Scotland that shows there 
is a Primary School, a church, houses and shops all next to this section 
of the A77 trunk road.  

Below are extracts from further evidence reports highlighting the benefits 
of 20mph speed limits that were incorporated into the process. 

A reduction in speed on the affected stretch of the road is therefore likely 
to make it easier and more pleasant for children to move around the 
area. As such, articles 6,23, 24, 28, 31 of the UNCRC Act will be 
positively impacted. 

ERICA study by road safety experts at the Transport Research 
Laboratory showed that if someone is hit by a car going 30mph, they are 
7 times more likely to die than if the car was going 20mph. That’s 
why slower speeds are much safer for everyone—especially children 
who are not allowed to drive a car until they turn 17 so are more likely to 
walk, wheel or cycle. 

In 2023, almost 1 in 3 people who were hit by cars while walking 
were children. That means children are more likely to get hurt than 
grown-ups when crossing or walking on the pavement and slowing down 
traffic can help stop this from happening. 

In the Scottish Borders, when the speed limit was changed to 20mph, 
traffic went about 3mph slower on average. In some places, they 
slowed down even more. This shows that changing the speed limit really 
works.  

Here’s a simple chart that shows how average traffic speeds dropped in 
different towns after the 20mph speed limit was introduced. You can see 
that in every town, traffic went slower after the new speed limit was 
added. 



 

 

 

• Blue bars show how fast traffic was going before the 20mph rule. 

• Green bars show how fast traffic was going after the rule. 

If vehicles slow down as much in Minishant, it could help protect 
children walking, wheeling and cycling near the road, so could have a 
positive impact on article 6 of the UNCRC Act.   

Another study (by the Glasgow centre for population health) showed 
that children living in poorer areas are 3 times more likely to get 
hurt on the roads. That’s not fair, and it’s something we need to think 
about when making roads safer. Overall, we think that making traffic 
slower will help all children get to places like parks or sports centres with 
others or on their own, no matter who they are or where they come from.  

A report from UNICEF said that making roads safer helps children in 
many ways. It helps them: 

•••• Walk and cycle more 

•••• Be more independent 

•••• Stay healthy 

•••• Feel happier 

•••• Live in cleaner, quieter places 

Parents in the Scottish Borders also said they felt better about their 
children walking and playing outside when cars were going slower. 



 

 

6. What changes (if any) have been made to the proposal as a result 
of this assessment?  

After looking at everything carefully and thinking about what’s best for 
children, no changes were made. The decision to lower the speed limits 
will only last for some time before a decision is made to keep it or not, so 
if things come up during this time we will make sure we look at how this 
might impact children and young people to make the best future decision 
for them. 

We also realised that making traffic slower affects Article 2 – Non-
discrimination (this means being treated fairly): At first, people didn’t 
think this rule would affect fairness. But after looking at the information, 
they found it might actually help make sure all children are treated 
equally and safely. 

 

Conclusion 

7. As a result of the evidence gathered and analysed against all 
UNCRC requirements, what is the potential overall impact of this 
proposal on children’s rights?  

Positive. 

8. If you have identified a positive impact on children’s rights, 
please describe below how the proposal will protect, respect, and 
fulfil children’s rights in Scotland. 

How Slower Speeds Can Positively Impact Children’s Rights (this 
means ‘help make children’s lives better’) 

Non- Discrimination (Article 2) (This means ‘fairness for everyone’) 

The rules for choosing which roads should have 20mph speed limits are 
the same across Scotland, no matter where people live or how much 
money they have. This helps make things fairer, especially because 
children in poorer areas are more likely to get hurt on the roads. 

Life Survival and Development (This means ‘keeping children safe’)  
Article 6) 

Slower speeds make it safer for children to cross the road. Experts 
looked at things like, how close the road is to schools and homes to 
decide where to make it 20mph. 

Article 23 – Children with a disability.  



 

 

Article 24 – Health and health services.  

Article 28 – Right to education.  

and Article 31 – Leisure, play and culture:  

Some roads can be difficult to cross and can feel scary or dangerous 
especially for children walking, wheeling or riding bikes. Making these 
roads safer means: 

• Children with disabilities can get around more easily. 

• It’s easier to get to the doctor or hospital. 

• Children can get to school, play places etc. safely. 

• Makes more space for play and having fun, for example on or near 
the pavement.  

9. If a negative impact has been identified please describe below. Is 
there a risk this could potentially amount to an incompatibility?  

No Negative impact. 

Mitigation Record 

What options have been considered to modify the proposal to mitigate 
negative impact or potential incompatibility issues? 

Please summarise mitigation actions taken below. 

Issue or risk identified and relevant UNCRC requirement. 

Not applicable. 

Action Taken/ To Be Taken 

Not applicable. 

Date action to be taken or was taken. 

Not applicable. 

10. As a result of the evidence gathered and analysed against all 
wellbeing indicators, will the proposal contribute to the wellbeing 
of children and young people in Scotland?  
 

Safe:    Yes 

Healthy:   Yes 



 

 

Achieving:   Yes 

Nurtured:   Yes 

Active:   Yes 

Respected:   Yes  

Responsible:  Yes 

Included:   Yes 

By making traffic go slower, this new rule is meant to help children 
feel: 

• SAFE – It’s easier and could feel less scary to cross the road or 
walk, wheel, cycle around Minishant. 

• NURTURED – That the roads are being made safer for them. 

In the future, if children and their families feel safer, they might: 

• Walk, wheel or cycle more – which helps them stay ACTIVE and 
HEALTHY. 

• Feel freer to go places on their own. 

• Join in more fun things like school, clubs, or playing outside. 

This helps children: 

• ACHIEVE independence, 

• Feel INCLUDED in this process, and their communities because 
adults are thinking about them in the places where they live, play 
and travel,  

• Be RESPECTED by being trusted to travel on their own, and 

• Learn to be RESPONSIBLE by doing things on their own. 

11. How will you communicate to children and young people the 
impact that the proposal will have on their rights?  

We want to make sure children, and young people can find the CRWIA 
document so it will be put on the UK Government’s legislation website, 
where children can read it and see how the new speed limit might affect 
them. We also wanted to make sure children, and young people can 
understand what we are changing and how we have thought about their 
rights, so we tried to make sure we didn’t use words they might not 



 

 

understand or add information that is not explained properly. By doing 
this we aim to make sure that children, and young people can 
understand how their rights have been thought about when making this 
decision.  

Post Assessment Review and sign-off. 

12. Planning for the review of impact on children’s rights and 
wellbeing. 

As part of the decision-making process, plans for reviewing the impact 
on children’s rights and wellbeing need to be developed.  

•••• How will the impact of the proposal on children’s rights and wellbeing 
be monitored?  

•••• When will you review and update the CRWIA if required? 

People responsible for the roads will keep checking over the next few 
years to see how well the 20mph speed limit is working—not just in one 
place, but in lots of places across Scotland. They’ll also keep checking 
how safe the big (trunk) roads are. 

13. Sign off. 

Policy Lead Signature & Date of Sign Off:  

Robert W Bain 25 November 2025 

 

Deputy Director Signature & Date of Sign Off: 

 

 

19/01/26 

 

Date CRWIA team first contacted: Not required. 

 


