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Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact 
Assessment (CRWIA) for The Public 
Services Reform (Scottish Water) 
Order 2026 
 

 
 

 

Disclaimer 

This document is a point in time assessment of the likely effects of the above-named 
proposal on the rights and wellbeing of children and young people. This impact 
assessment should be read in conjunction with other impact assessments prepared 
for this proposal. 

Scottish Government acknowledge the importance of monitoring and evaluating the 
impact of strategic decisions and legislation on children’s rights and wellbeing. Any 
information gathered during implementation of the legislation or strategic decision to 
which the impact assessment relates, will be used to inform future determinations of 
impact. Any new strategic decision or new legislation (including amending 
legislation) would be subject to a new CRWIA in line with the legislative 
requirements.  
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Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment Template 

1. Brief Summary 

Type of proposal 

• Scottish Statutory Instrument 

Name the proposal, and describe its overall aims and intended purpose.  

This SSI amends the paragraph 2 of schedule 3 of the Water Industry (Scotland) Act 
2002 to amend the composition of the Board of Scottish Water in exercise of powers 
conferred by section 14(1) and 14(7)  of the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 
2010 .  Specifically, it reduces the minimum number of executive members required 
on the Board from three to two.  
 
The aim of the Order is to enable the Board composition to be changed in line with 
Scottish Water’s preferred corporate structure.  This reflects its plan to move to a 
structure with only two executive members after the retirement of the Chief Operating 
Officer in summer 2026, at which point that role will not be backfilled.  The Chief 
Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer will remain executive members. 
 

Start date of proposal’s development: 30 July 2025 

Start date of CRWIA process: 1 October 2025 

 

2. With reference given to the requirements of the UNCRC 
(Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024, which aspects of the 
proposal are relevant to/impact upon children’s rights?  

The proposal is wholly about governance arrangements internal to Scottish Water 
and in reflection to management structure changes.  The functions of Scottish Water 
and its Board remain unchanged. 

Changes to the composition of the Board of Scottish Water, specifically the minimum 
number of executive members permitted, will therefore have no impact upon 
children’s rights under the United Nations Convention on Rights of a Child (UNCRC).  

 

3. Please provide a summary of the evidence gathered which will 
be used to  inform your decision-making and the content of the 
proposal  

The nature of the proposal does not require further evidence gathering. 

Evidence from:  

• existing research/reports/policy expertise 
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Not applicable. 

• consultation/feedback from stakeholders 

Not applicable. 

• consultation/feedback directly from children and young people   

Not applicable. 

4. Further to the evidence described at ‘3’ have you identified any 
'gaps' in evidence which may prevent determination of impact? 
If yes, please provide an explanation of how they will be 
addressed  

None identified.  The nature of the proposal does not require further evidence 
gathering. 

 

5. Analysis of Evidence 

No impact identified. The proposal does not affect children’s rights or wellbeing 
indicators. 

 

6. What changes (if any) have been made to the proposal as a 
result of this assessment? 

None.  The proposal remains unchanged as this assessment has found there to be 
no impact on children’s rights or wellbeing indicators. 

Conclusion 

7. As a result of the evidence gathered and analysed against all 
UNCRC requirements, what is the potential overall impact of this 
proposal on children’s rights? 

No impact. 

 

 

8. If you have identified a positive impact on children’s rights, 
please describe below how the proposal will protect, respect, 
and fulfil children’s rights in Scotland.  

N/A 
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9. If a negative impact has been identified please describe it below. 
Is there a risk this could potentially amount to an 
incompatibility? 

N/A  

Mitigation Record 

What options have been considered to modify the proposal in order to mitigate a 
negative impact or potential incompatibility? 

Please summarise mitigation actions taken below 

Issue or risk identified and relevant UNCRC requirement 

N/A 

Action Taken/ To Be Taken 

N/A 

Date action to be taken or was taken 

N/A 

10. As a result of the evidence gathered and analysed against all 
wellbeing indicators, will the proposal contribute to the 
wellbeing of children and young people in Scotland? 

Safe:        Not Applicable 

Healthy:       Not Applicable 

Achieving:       Not Applicable 

Nurtured:       Not Applicable 

Active:       Not Applicable 

Respected:       Not Applicable 

Responsible:       Not Applicable  

Included:       Not Applicable 

 

11. How will you communicate to children and young people the 
impact that the proposal will have on their rights?  

This SSI does not have any impact on children and young people’s rights, and so 
there are no communications required. The CRWIA will, however, be published 
alongside the SSI on legislation.gov.uk. It is written in an accessible format for public 
understanding. 
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Post Assessment Review and sign-off 

12. Planning for the review of impact on children’s rights and 
wellbeing 

The SSI relates to the governance and management structures of Scottish Water 
and therefore has no impact on the rights of children and young people. If Scottish 
Government becomes aware of any unintended impacts following the 
implementation of this SSI, the CRWIA will be reviewed and updated if required.   

 

13. Sign off  

Policy Lead Signature & Date of Sign Off: James Simpson, 15 January 2026 

Deputy Director Signature & Date of Sign Off: Jo Blewett, 19 January 2026 

 

 

 
 


