Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact
Assessment (CRWIA) for

The Public Service Vehicles
(Registration of Local Services) (Local
Services Franchises Transitional
Provisions) (Scotland) Regulations

2025)

Disclaimer

This document is a point in time assessment of the likely effects of the above-named
proposal on the rights and wellbeing of children and young people. This impact
assessment should be read in conjunction with other impact assessments prepared
for this proposal.

Scottish Government acknowledge the importance of monitoring and evaluating the
impact of strategic decisions and legislation on children’s rights and wellbeing. Any
information gathered during implementation of the legislation or strategic decision to
which the impact assessment relates, will be used to inform future determinations of
impact. Any new strategic decision or new legislation (including amending
legislation) would be subject to a new CRWIA in line with the legislative
requirements.



Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment

1. Brief Summary

Type of proposal:

Scottish Statutory Instrument

Name the proposal, and describe its overall aims and intended purpose.

Dictionary

“Traffic Commissioner” - refers to the Traffic Commissioner for Scotland.
Traffic Commissioners are responsible for the licensing and regulation of
those who operate heavy goods vehicles, buses and coaches, and the
registration of local bus services.

“franchising” — franchising is a system that allows a local transport authority
(LTA) to award exclusive rights to run certain bus services to the most
competitive bidder for a set period. During this period, no other bus company
can run those services

“a franchise” — the exclusive right to run certain bus services in an area for a
set period, which is awarded to a bus company by the local transport
authority. The word “franchise” is also sometimes used to mean the area
covered by the franchising framework or franchise agreement.

"franchising framework” — a document which sets out information about a
franchise, including where the franchise will operate, what local bus services
will be provided, and the standards to which those services will be provided.
Once there is a franchising framework in place the bus companies can make
their bids to the local transport authority.

“franchise agreement” — this is the agreement between a local transport
authority and a bus company covering how the bus company will operate all
the bus services in the area.

“transitional period” is the time between a franchising framework being made
when the services covered by the franchising framework will come into
operation. Some of these services may start later than other services as it is
up to the LTA to determine when they should start. It also means the time
between an LTA changing a franchising framework and the changes coming
into effect, and from when an LTA decides to end its franchising framework
and the date the franchising framework ends.

The proposal is called The Public Service Vehicles (Registration of Local Services)
(Local Services Franchises Transitional Provisions) (Scotland) Regulations 2025.



The Transport (Scotland) Act 2019 (“the 2019 Act”) introduced franchising as a way
of improving local bus services in Scotland.

Franchising is a big change to how buses are operated in an area. This proposal is
designed to make it less likely that there will be disruption to bus services in an area
before a franchise begins operation.

Most buses in Scotland are operated by bus companies which decide what bus
services to provide, with the routes and timetables based on being able to make
more money selling bus tickets than it costs them to operate the bus (for example
the costs of paying the driver and paying for electricity or fuel). Local transport
authorities also sometimes pay bus companies to operate buses on routes where the
bus companies do not think they would sell enough tickets to cover their costs. Local
transport authorities do this where they think it is very important for the people who
live in the areas covered by these routes to have a bus service they can use.

Franchising would change this by allowing the local transport authority to decide all
of the bus services to be provided for an area, including the routes and timetables.
The bus companies would make bids to operate the bus services, and the local
transport authority would decide which offer to accept.

After a local transport authority chooses which bus company will operate the buses
in a franchise area, the other bus companies are still able to keep operating buses in
the area until the day the new franchise starts, but cannot operate buses in the
franchise area after that date.

Some bus companies might decide that they do not want to keep running buses in
the area before the franchise starts. Before bus companies can stop running buses
in an area they have to let the local transport authority and the Traffic Commissioner
know 42 days in advance. This proposal changes the rules about letting the local
transport authority and Traffic Commissioner know so that when a local transport
authority is setting up a franchise, the bus companies cannot stop their services for
112 days. The 112-days notice only applies to bus services that are covered by the
franchising framework. The normal 42-day notice applies to services not covered by
the franchising framework. This is intended to give the local transport authority more
time if it needs to make other arrangements for bus services to operate in the time
before the franchise starts to avoid problems for people who use buses in the area.

This proposal also applies when a local transport authority wants to make changes
to their franchising framework or to cancel a franchising framework.

This proposal also makes other minor changes to rules on registering bus services
with the Traffic Commissioner when a franchising framework is being set up,
changed or cancelled to avoid disruption for people who use buses in the area.

Start date of proposal’s development: 30/12/24
Start date of CRWIA process: 8/1/25



2. With reference given to the requirements of the UNCRC
(Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024 which aspects of the
proposal are relevant to/impact upon children’s rights?

There are no aspects of the proposed regulations which have an impact on the rights
in the UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024.

These are technical regulations which are necessary to minimise the risk of
disruption to bus services before a franchise is introduced, and to make it easier for
a local transport authority to change or cancel a franchising framework, and are not
relevant to the rights of children.

3. Please provide a summary of the evidence gathered which will
be used to inform your decision-making and the content of the
proposal

Not applicable

4. Further to the evidence described at ‘3’ have you identified any
'gaps' in evidence which may prevent determination of impact?
If yes, please provide an explanation of how they will be
addressed

Not applicable

5. Analysis of Evidence

Not applicable

6. What changes (if any) have been made to the proposal as a
result of this assessment?

Not applicable



Conclusion

7. As aresult of the evidence gathered and analysed against all
UNCRC requirements, what is the potential overall impact of this
proposal on children’s rights?

Applicable answer(s): No impact

8. If you have identified a positive impact on children’s rights,
please describe below how the proposal will protect, respect,
and fulfil children’s rights in Scotland.

Not applicable

9. If a negative impact has been identified please describe it below.
Is there a risk this could potentially amount to an
incompatibility?

Not applicable

10. As a result of the evidence gathered and analysed against all
wellbeing indicators will the proposal contribute to the
wellbeing of children and young people in Scotland?

Safe: Not Applicable
Healthy: Not Applicable
Achieving: Not Applicable
Nurtured: Not Applicable
Active: Not Applicable
Respected: Not Applicable
Responsible: Not Applicable
Included: Not Applicable

If yes, please provide an explanation below:



11. How will you communicate to children and young people the
impact that the proposal will have on their rights?

The CRWIA will be published on the legislation.gov.uk website at the same time as
the regulations and anybody you wants to read it can find it there. The CRWIA has
been written so that children reading it can understand it and can understand
whether the regulations affect children’s rights.

Post Assessment Review and sign-off

12. Planning for the review of impact on children’s rights and
wellbeing

If the Scottish Government finds any relevant new information when local transport
authorities use the powers in these regulations it will be looked at to decide whether
there might be an impact on children’s rights. But because of what the regulations do
it is not expected that this will happen.

13.Sign off

Policy Lead Signature & Date of Sign Off: Bridget Bryden 15/4/25
Deputy Director Signature & Date of Sign Off: Bettina Sizeland 22/4/25
Date CRWIA team first contacted: 9/1/25



