Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact
Assessment (CRWIA) for the Local
Services Franchises (Traffic
Commissioner Notices and Panels)
(Scotland) Regulations 2024

This document is an assessment of the likely effects of the Local Services
Franchises (Traffic Commissioner Notices and Panels) (Scotland) Regulations 2024
on the rights and wellbeing of children and the Scottish Government will continue to
review and update this document where required during the parliamentary process.
Any future iterations will reflect an increased understanding of these impacts as the
amount of evidence available continues to grow.

This impact assessment should be read in conjunction with The Local Services
Franchises (Traffic Commissioner Notices and Panels) (Scotland) Regulations 2024
Final Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment — 2024.



Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment

Introduction

1. Brief Summary

Type of proposal

(Please choose from either Bill, SSI or Decision of a strategic nature relating to the
rights and wellbeing of children)

Applicable answer: SSI
Dictionary:

e “Traffic Commissioner” - refers to the Traffic Commissioner for Scotland.
Traffic Commissioners are responsible for the licensing and regulation of
those who operate heavy goods vehicles, buses and coaches, and the
registration of local bus services.

e “franchising” — franchising is a system that allows a local transport authority
(LTA) to award exclusive rights to run certain bus services to the most
competitive bidder for a set period. During this period, no other operator can
run those services.

e "franchising framework” — a document which sets out information about a
franchise, including where the franchise will operate, what local bus services
will be provided, and the standards to which those services will be provided.

The proposal is a set of regulations called “The Local Services Franchises (Traffic
Commissioner Notices and Panels) (Scotland) Regulations 2024”.

The Transport (Scotland) Act 2019 (“the 2019 Act”) introduced franchising as a way
of improving local bus services in Scotland. As part of the process to make, change
or end franchising frameworks under the 2019 Act, the Traffic Commissioner must
form a panel of three people to review the local transport authority’s proposal to
make, change or end a franchising framework. The local transport authority can only
go ahead with its proposal if it receives the panel’s approval.

The franchising model puts in place a clearly structured process to make sure the
franchising proposals are well thought out, and the panels play a key role in that
process. These regulations set out detail about how these panels will operate.

The regulations deal with how the panels should be made up and operate. They also
set out the notices to be sent by the Traffic Commissioner about franchising
frameworks.
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2. With reference given to the requirements of the UNCRC (Incorporation)
(Scotland) Act 2024 which aspects of the proposal are relevant to children’s
rights?

Nothing in these regulations affects the rights of children in the UNCRC
(Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024.

These regulations are needed to provide more detail about franchising notices to be
sent by the Traffic Commissioner and about how the franchising panels should be
formed. These elements of the franchising process do not affect children’s rights.

3. Please provide a summary of the evidence gathered which will be used to inform
your decision-making and the content of the proposal.

From:

e existing research/reports/policy expertise
e consultation/feedback from stakeholders
e consultation/feedback directly from children and young people

N/a.

4. Further to the evidence described at ‘3’ have you identified any 'gaps' in evidence
which may prevent determination of impact? If yes, please provide an explanation
of how they will be addressed.

N/a
5. Analysis of Evidence.
N/a.

6. What changes (if any) have been made to the proposal as a result of this
assessment?

N/a.

Conclusion

7. As aresult of the evidence gathered and analysed against all UNCRC
requirements, what is the potential overall impact of this proposal on children’s
rights?

(Please choose from positive, negative, neutral or no impact. Please note you
can have both a positive and negative impact on children’s rights.)

Applicable answer(s): No impact.



8. If you have identified a positive impact on children’s rights, please describe below
how the proposal will protect, respect, and fulfil children’s rights in Scotland.

N/a.

9. If a negative impact has been identified please describe below. Is there a risk this
could potentially amount to an incompatibility?

N/a.

Mitigation Record

What options have been considered to modify the proposal in order to mitigate
negative impact or potential incompatibility issues?

Please summarise mitigation actions taken below:
N/a.

10.As a result of the evidence gathered and analysed against all wellbeing
indicators, will the proposal contribute to the wellbeing of children and young
people in Scotland?

(Please choose from yes, no or not applicable)
Applicable answer: N/a.

If yes, please provide an explanation below:
N/a.

11.How will you communicate to children and young people the impact that the
proposal will have on their rights?

The CRWIA will be published on the legislation.gov.uk website with the regulations,
and anyone who wants to read it can find it there. The CRWIA has been written so
that children and young people can understand it and understand whether the
regulations affect children and young people’s rights.

Post Assessment Review and sign-off

12.Planning for the review of impact on children’s rights and wellbeing.

As part of the decision-making process, plans for reviewing the impact on
children’s rights and wellbeing need to be developed.

e How will the impact of the proposal on children’s rights and wellbeing be
monitored?
e When will you review and update the CRWIA if required?



If the Scottish Government finds any new information when local transport authorities
start planning franchising frameworks, this will be looked at to decide whether there
might be an impact on children and young people’s rights. However, because of
what these regulations do, this is not expected to happen.

13. Sign off

Policy Lead Signature & Date of Sign Off: Bridget Bryden, 8 July 2024
Deputy Director Signature & Date of Sign Off: Bettina Sizeland 8 August 2024
Date CRWIA team first contacted: 6 June 2024



