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The Regulation of Investigatory Powers (Authorisation of
Covert Human Intelligence Sources) (Scotland) Order 2014

PART 3
Authorisation in relation to relevant sources

Long term authorisations

8.—(1)  In this Part, an authorisation for the conduct or use of a relevant source is a long term
authorisation if the periods mentioned in paragraph (2)(a) and (b), when taken together, exceed 12
months.

(2)  The periods are—
(a) the period for which the relevant source will be authorised under the authorisation; and
(b) subject to paragraph (4), any period or periods for which that source has previously been

authorised as a source in relation to the same investigation or operation.
(3)  If a relevant source has been authorised previously as a source for a period or periods totalling

less than 12 months, any further authorisation, unless renewed, ceases to have effect at the end of a
period of 12 months from the date of the further authorisation, less the total period of any previous
authorisation (and section 19(3)(b) of the Act has effect as if the period specified there were modified
accordingly).

(4)  When calculating the previous authorisation periods mentioned in paragraph (2)(b) or (3),
the following are not to be taken into account—

(a) any period for which the relevant source has been authorised as a source if that
authorisation was granted orally or by a person whose entitlement to authorise is confined
to urgent cases;

(b) any authorisation of that source which ceased to have effect more than 3 years before the
intended commencement date of the authorisation being notified under this Part; and

(c) any period for which that source was authorised prior to 2nd February 2015 under an
authorisation which is not in effect on that date.

(5)  If an authorisation for the conduct or use of a relevant source is an authorisation to which
Part 2 applies, the references in paragraphs (1) and (3) to 12 months are to be read as if they were
references to 3 months.


