POLICY NOTE

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (FEESFOR APPLICATIONSAND
DEEMED APPLICATIONS) (SCOTLAND) AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 2013

SSI 2013/105

| ntroduction

1. The above instrument was made in exercise of theemoconferred by section 252 of
the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1987 instrument is subject to the
affirmative resolution procedure.

Background

2. The Town and Country Planning (Fees for Applicagiand Deemed Applications)
(Scotland) Regulations 2004 (the “principal Regolad”) makes provision for the
payment of fees to planning authorities.

3. The effect of these Regulations is that all feeseruly payable under the principal
Regulations are increased by approximately 20%.ifitrease applies from 6 April
2013. Replacement scales of fees are set out talihe contained in the Schedule to
these Regulations. A number of examples of thefeew are illustrated in table 1
below.

Table 1: Calculated examples of the proposed planning fee for a selected number
of development types

Comparison between current and Examoles
proposed P
Householder
Current £160 Garden shed, summer house,
Proposed £192 extension to house = £192
New dwellings
Current £319 per dwelling up to a | Single house = £382
maximum of £15,950 _
Proposed £382 per dwelling up to a 15 house development = £5,730
maximum of £19,100 60 house development = £19,100

Other buildings non-residential
(includes Business & Industry and Retail developisien

Current Small 1,509 m retail = £7,640
Less than 40 £160

>40n but less 75M= £319
>75nf = £319 per 75 | Medium 5,000 sq m retail = £19,10

(e.g. Supermarket)

(e.g. Local or Express Supermarket)

=4

Proposed
Less than 40 £192 Large 10,008g m retail = £19,100
>40nf but less 75m= £382

e.g. Superstore
>75nf = £382 per 75M (e.g. Sup )




Policy Objective

4.

The overall resourcing of the planning servicenis tesponsibility of local authorities.
The planning service is financed through the l@cdhority’s budget and fees from
planning applications. The purpose of this instromg to ensure that the planning fee
recovers more of the local authority costs assediatith the processing of planning
applications from initial registration to decisistage.

Consultation

5.

A public consultation on an alternative approachalzulating planning fees was
carried out between 28 March and 22 June 2012.

Discussion with CoSLA, local authorities and theelepment industry has been
ongoing in relation to this issue and the propaseckase reflects these discussions.

I mpact Assessments

7.

10.

11.

Equality Impact Assessment (EQIA) is a tool to stsisi considering how policy (by
policy we mean activities, functions, strategieegoammes and services or
processes) may impact, either positively or neghtj\on different sectors of the
population in different ways.

The Scottish Government is committed to ensuriad) tiire planning system is
designed and delivered in a way that is sensitideralevant to the diverse needs and
experiences of all people living in Scotland. Wesider the impact of policy on
particular groups of people (whatever their ageg rgender, sexual orientation,
religion or belief or whether disabled or not).

We are not aware of any evidence that any of tlialéy strands will be affected.
The proposed increase will affect all those seekimgroval of a relevant planning
application proportionately. We recognised thatehe scope to increase our
knowledge as to how the original proposals in tesaltation paper may affect
particular sections of society. We therefore ineldié specific question in the
consultation paper seeking views on whether inangdses would have any
particular impacts on different sectors of the gapon.

Just under a fifth of respondents gave their viewshis point. Of these, eleven were
from planning authorities expressing their genecaitentment with the partial EQIA.
However, three planning agents/consultants wereeraed that the proposals may
adversely affect local enterprise and smaller fir@ise planning authority felt that
there was a risk that increased fees could bendemtal to rural island communities,
with increased costs acting as a barrier to deveéoy.

We consider the issues raised in relation to theAEElate more to issues of
competition which are addressed in the full Bussreasd Regulatory Impact
Assessment, which is provided in the following mage

Planning and Architecture Division
January 2013



