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SCHEDULE 1

SCOTTISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS RULES
RULES FOR CONDUCT OF A SCOTTISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION WHERE

THE POLL IS NOT TAKEN TOGETHER WITH THE POLL AT ANOTHER ELECTION

PART III
CONTESTED ELECTIONS

Counting of votes

Transfer of ballot papers – supplementary provisions

49.—(1)  If, at the end of any stage of the count, the number of votes credited to two or more
candidates exceeds the quota the returning officer shall–

(a) first sort the ballot papers of the candidate with the highest surplus; and
(b) then transfer the transferable papers of that candidate.

(2)  If the surpluses determined in respect of two or more candidates are equal, the transferable
papers of the candidate who had the highest number of votes at the end of the most recent preceding
stage at which they had unequal numbers of votes shall be transferred first.

(3)  If the numbers of votes credited to two or more candidates were equal at all stages of the count,
the returning officer shall decide, by lot, which candidate’s transferable papers are to be transferred
first.
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