
 

 

EXECUTIVE NOTE 
 

Gambling Act 2005 (Premises Licences and Provisional Statements) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2007 
(S.S.I. 2007/196) 

 
The above instrument, which extends to Scotland only, was made in exercise of the powers 
conferred by sections 151(2) and (3), 159(6) to (8), 160, 161(2) and (3), 164, 165(2) and (3), 
187(3) and (4), 188(2), 189(4), 195(3), 196(3), 204(2) and 355(1) of the Gambling Act 2005 
(c.19).  The instrument is subject to the negative resolution procedure. 
 
Policy Objectives 
 
The Executive shares the UK Government’s view that it is essential for the achievement of 
the Gambling Act’s licensing objectives that the gambling industry retains its reputation for 
both quality and integrity, and that this in turn is dependent on the maintenance and 
development of an effective licensing system.  The regulations are intended to ensure that 
there is a satisfactory process for handling premises licences, that premises are correctly 
licensed and that licences are clearly displayed, for the benefit of applicants, communities 
and the licensing authority. 
 
The licensing objectives of the Gambling Act are: 
 

preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being associated with 
crime or disorder or being used to support crime, 
ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way, and 
protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or exploited by 
gambling. 

 
The regulations set out the process which applicants must follow when applying for licences, 
including the information to be supplied and process for giving notice to the public and 
responsible authorities.  The process requires licensing authorities to issue licences in a 
certain form, and provides a standard method for granting or refusing a licence.  The 
regulations govern the form that a premises licence must take and what must be displayed.  
The proposals have been formulated with the objective of putting in place a user friendly 
system that imposes low compliance costs on the industry while ensuring that communities 
benefit from a sound system of licensing. 
 
Consultation 
 
The policy proposals underlying this instrument issued for consultation on 1 December 2006 
to 200 interested parties including local authorities, Licensing Boards, the police, those 
involved in the provision of gambling, their trade associations, legal interests, club 
associations, faith groups and gambling help/charity groups.  The consultation paper was also 
posted on the Scottish Executive’s consultation website and copies were placed in SPICe.  
The Executive received 12 responses as at the closing date of 2 February 2007, which were 
fully considered before finalising this instrument.  The individual responses, an analysis of 
their comments and the Executive’s response will be posted on the Executive’s consultation 
website. 



 

 

 
Financial Effects 
 

 The instrument is part of a package of regulations affecting premises licences.  The 
mandatory and default conditions regulations were laid before the Scottish Parliament on 8 
February and premises fees regulations (setting the fees payable by the gambling industry) 
will be laid shortly after this instrument.  A Regulatory Impact Assessment covering the 
package as a whole will accompany the fees regulations that will follow shortly.  
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