
1050 AgricziZture . 

1973. No. 208 . 

AGRICULTURE 

Seeds: Forest Reproductive Material 

[C) 

REGULATIONS, DATED 28TH:JUNE 1973, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL. 
TURE UNDER SECTION 1(1) AND 1(2)A), SECTION 2(1),. 2(2) AND 2(3),: AND 
SECTION 3(2) OF THE SEEDS ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1965. 

The Ministry of Agriculture on behalf of the Secretary of State in exercise 
of the powers vested in it by sections 1(1) and 1 (2A), sections 2(1), 2(2) and 2(3), 
and section 3(2) of the Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965(a) and all other 
powers enabling it in that behalf, and after consultation with representatives 
of such interests as appear to it to be concerned hereby makes the following 
Regl;tlations : -

PART I 

GENERAL 

Citation and commencement 
1.-(1) These regulations may be cited as the Forest Reproductive Material 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973. 

(2) These regulations, except the regulations mentioned in paragraph (3) 
of this regulation to the extent of. the application of those regulations as therein 
specified, shall come into operation on 1st July 1973. 

(3) Regulations 9, 10, 11, and 12(1)(a),-
(a) in so far as they apply to seed and cones of such of the genera and 

specie·s listed in Schedule 1 as are coniferous collected before 1st July 
1973, shall come into operation on 1st July 1975; and 

(b) in so far as they apply to young plants raised from seed collected, or 
parts of plants taken, before 1st July 1973, shall come into operation on 
1st July 1977. 

Restriction of the Seeds Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1971 
2. The Seeds Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1971(b) shall cease to have 

effect in relation to the forest tree seeds specified in the First Schedule thereto. 

Interpretation 
3. In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires,­
"the Act" means the Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965; 
"basic material" means-

(a) in relation to forest reproductive material produced by sexual 
means, stands of trees and conservation seed orchards, and 

(b) in relation to forest reproductive material produced by vegetative 
means, clones; 

"cones" means cones containing seed; 

(a) 1965. c. 22 (N.I.). (b) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1971, ~o. 305: 
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"conservation seed orchard" means· an orchard raised artificially from one 
or more offiCially approved stands of trees in the same region of pro­
venance and intended for the production of seed; 

"forest reproductive material" means-
(a) 'seed and cones intended for the production of plants, 
(b) parts of plants intended for the production of plants, and 
(c) young plants raised from seed or from parts of plants, natural seed-

lings and sets, . 
derived from basic material of the genera and speCies specified in 
Schedule 1; 

"marketing" means exposure for sale, offer for sale, sale or delivery, and 
"marketed" shall be construed accordingly; 

"Member State" means a 'state, other than the United Kingdom, which is a 
member of the European Communi~ies; 

"Ministry" means Ministry of Agriculture for Northern Ireland; 
"Northern Ireland Register" means the Northern Ireland Register of Basic 

Material for the Production of Forest Reproductive Material established 
in accordance with regulation 5; . 

"offiCial testing station" means the official. tysting station established by 
the Ministry of Agriculture for Northern Ireland; 

"origin" means the place in which an indigenous stand of trees is growing, 
or the place from which a non-indigenous stand was origin,ally 
introduced; 

"parts of plants" means cuttings," layers and sCions; . 
"percentage of germination" means the percentage by number df pure 

seed which in the course of a germination test produce seedlings which 
have developed structures whiCh indicate the ability to produce mature 
plants under favourable conditions in the field; 

"percentage of purity" means the percentage by weight of pure seed as 
ascertained in a seed test; 

"provenance" means the place in which any stand of trees, whether in­
digenous or non-indigenous, is growing; 

"pure seed" means whole seeds of the kind which the seed purport to be 
(including any such seeds which are immature, shrivelled, sprouted, 
cracked, insect-damaged, diseased or otherwise injured provided they 
can be definitely identified as the speGies under consideration,) and 
pieces of such seeds larger than one-half of the original size of. the 
whole seed but excluding, in the case of conifers, seeds and pieces of 
seeds from which the seed coat is entirely removed; 

"region of provenance" means-
(a) for a speCies, a sub-speCies or distinct variety, the whole geo­

graphical area of Northern Ireland, and 
(b) for a conservation seed orchard, the region of provenance of the 

basic material used for the creation of the orchard; . 
"seed" includes fruits; 
"Test Certificate" means a test certificate issued under regulation 8; 
"the Tribunal" means the Plant Varieties and Beeds Tribunal established 

by section 10 of, and Schedule 4 to, the Plant Varieties and Seeds Acf 
1964(c). . . 

(c) 1964. c. 14. 
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Application 
4.-(1) These regulations shall not apply to-
(a) seed or cones collected or marketed for export to countries other than 

Member states; or 
(b) parts of plants or young plants taken, raised or marketed for purposes 

other than the production of wood. 

(2) Regulations 9, 10, 11, and l2(1)(a) shall not apply to parts of plants 
or young plants taken, raised or marketed for export to countries other than 
Member States. 

PART II 

REGISTRATION OF BASIC MATERIAL, TESTING OF SEED AND DELINEATION 

OF REGIONS OF PROVENANCE 

National Register of Basic Material 
5.-(1) The Ministry shall establish and maintain an official register of 

basic material in Northern Ireland to be known as the Northern Ireland 
Register of Basic Material for the Production of Forest Reproductive Material 
(hereafter in these regulations referred to as "the Northern Ireland Register") 
which shall be kept at the Ministry's Headquarters at Dundonald House, 
Belfast, and in which shall be recorded the particulars of such basic material 
as may be approved and accepted by the Ministry for registration. 

(2) A copy of the Northern Ireland Register shall be held at the official 
testing station, and at every District Forest Office in Northern Ireland. 

(3) The Ministry shall provide reasonable facilities for inspecting the 
Northern Ireland Register and each of the copies thereof mentioned in para­
graph (2) of this regulation, and for taking copies of and extracts from them. 

Registration of basic material 
6.-(1) An owner.of basic material seeking approval and registration there­

of in the Northern Ireland Register shall apply in writing to the Ministry who, 
upon receiving payment of its fee for its services in connection with such appli­
cation, shall arrange for an inspection of the basic material to be made by a 
Forestry officer of the Ministry. 

(2) The Ministry shall not approve basic material for registration unless 
they are satisfied, having regard to the inspecting officer's report and to the 
criteria set out in Schedule 2, that its qualities are such as to make it suitable 
for reproductive purposes and that it has no characteristics undesirable for the 
production of wood. 

(3) If the basic material inspected is approved for registration the Ministry 
shall register it in the Northern Ireland Register. 

(4) The Ministry may at any time remove basic material from the Nor­
thern Ireland Register if they are satisfied that it should be so removed having 
regard to the matters mentioned in paragraph (2) of this regulation. 
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Appeals against refusal to register or removal from the Northern Ireland 
Register 
7.-(1) Where the Ministry proposes to m~ke a decision 
(a) to refuse to register basic material submitted for registration, or 
(b) to remove basic material from the Northern Ireland Register, 

the Ministry shall give to the owner of the basic material notice of the proposal 
together with the reasons for it; and the owner may, within 28 days from the 
day on which the notice is given, submit to the Ministry representations in 
writing or a written request to be permitted to appear before them to make oral 
representations with respect to the proposal. . 

(2) Where, within the period specified in paragraph·(l) above, the owner of 
the basic material shall request permission to make oral representations, the' 
Ministry shall give him an opportunity to be heard either in person or by any 
person authorised by him in that behalf. 

(3) The Ministry. shall not decide to refuse to register the basic material 
submitted for registration or, as the case may be, to remove the basic material 
from the Northern Ireland Register until after the expiration of the said period 
and, before deciding whether or not to do so, shall consider any representations 
made to it by or on behalf of the owner of the basic material. 

(4) For the purpose of making a decision in any such case, the procedure 
to be followed at an oral hearing before the Ministry shall be such as the 
Ministry may direct. 

(5) Where the Ministry decides to refuse to register basic material sub­
mitted for registration or to remove basic material from the Northern Ireland 
Register, it shall notify the owner accordingly and shall at the same time 
furnish a statement of its reasons for the decision. 

(6) An appeal shall lie to the Tribunal from any decision of the Ministry 
as to the matter mentioned in paragraph (1) of tp.is regulation. 

(7) Where an appeal is brought against a decision of the Ministry under the 
foregoing provisions of this regulation, the operation of such decision shall be 
suspended pending the final determination of the appeal; and the Ministry 
shall take such steps as may be necessary to give effect to any decision given 
on the final determination of an appeal. 

Seed testing 
8.-(1) Seed testing in Northern Ireland for the purposes of these regu­

lations shall be carried out at the official testing station. 

(2) An application for a seed test and Test Certificate shall be made in 
accordance with the procedure laid down in Part I of Schedule 3 and shall be 
accompanied by a sample representative of the bulk of the seed to which the 
application relates and by the fee charged by the Minjstry for its services in 
connection with the application. . 

(3) A sample of the seed to which the application relates shall be taken in 
accordance with the rules laid down in Part II of Schedule 3. 

(4) If the test made as a result of the application establishes that the sample 
sent therewith satisfies the conditions specified in Part III of Schedule 3 the 
officer in charge of the official testing station shall, on behalf of the Ministry, 
issue to the applicant a Test Certificate in the form set out in Part IV of 
Schedule 3. . 



1054 Agriculture 

PART III 

MARKETING OF FOREST REPRODUCTIVE MATERIAL 

Collection and taking of forest reproductive material 

No. 208 

9.-(1) Except in il:he case of forest reproductive material authorised for 
mar1$:eting under regulation 12(2), no seed or cones shall be collected, and 
no parts of plants shall be taken, for the purpose of marketing unless they are 
derived from basic material which has been approved by the Ministry and 
registered by it in the Northern Ireland Register. 

(2) Any person proposing to collect seed or cones or to take parts of plants 
for the purpose of marketing shall inform the Ministry of the proposed 
collection or taking at least 28 days before the date on which the collection.or 
taking is to commence stating-

(a) his name, his address and (if any) his telephone number, 
(b) the place of collection or of taking, and 
(c) the proposed date of commencement, and the approximate date of 

completion, of the collection or taking. 

(3) On the completion of th~ collection of any lot of seed or of the taking 
of any lot of parts of plants the owner thereof shall inform the Ministry in 
writing of the kind and the quantity of seed collected or .of parts of plants 
taken, and the Ministry shall-

(a) if satisfied that the seed or parts of plants are derived from basic 
material approved and registered in accordance with regulation 6, issue 
to the owner in respect of the lot a Master Certificate of Provenance or 
Clonal Identity in the form set out in Schedule 4, or 

(b) if the seed or parts of plants have been authorised fot marketing under 
regulation 12(2), issue to the owner in respect of the lot a certificate of 
provenance or clonal identity in the form set out in Schedule 8, or in a 
form to the like effect. 

(4) On completion of the callection of any lot of cones the owner thereof 
shall inform the Ministry in writing of the quantity of cones collected, and on 
completion of extraction of seed therefrom the owner of the seed shall inform 
the Ministry in writing of the kind and the quantity of seed extracted, and the' 
Ministry shall-

(a) if satisfied that the seed is derived from basic material approved and 
registered in accordance with regulation 6, issue to the owner in respect 
of the seed extracted from the lot a Master Certificate of Provenance in 
the form set out in Schedule 4, or . 

(b) if the seed has been authorised for marketing under regulation 12(2) 
issue to the owner in respect of the seed extracted from the lot a certi­
ficate of provenance in the form set out in Schedule 8, or in a fbrm to 
the like effect. 

Identification criteria . 
10.-(1) Forest reproductive material shall during collection, taking, ex­

traction, processing, storage, transportation and raising, for the purpose of 
marketing, and while being marketed, be kept by the person in possession 
thereof in separate lots distinguished from each other by reference t.o the 
following criteria (hereafter in this regulation referred to as the "identification 
criteria"), namely-
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(a) the genus and species, the sub-species (if any) and the variety (if any) 
to which it belol,1gs; 

(b) in the case of forest reproductive material produced by vegetative 
means, its clone; . . 

(c) in the case of forest reproductive material produ<;ed by sexual means, 
its ry$ion of provenance; 

(cl) in the case of forest reproductive material Which, althought not derived 
.from officially approved basic material~ has been authorised for market­
ing under regulation 12(2), its place of provenance and the altitude' or 
that place;' , 

(el its origin: whether indigenous or rton-indigfmous; , 
(frin the case of seed, the year in whi,ch it shall have ri~ened; and 
(g) (i) in the case of seedlings, the length of time the seedlings hav~ been 

in the seed bed; and also, " 
(ii) in the case of transplants, the length of time they have existed as 

seedlings and as transplants, respectively, and the number of times 
transplanted. ' 

(l) The person in possession of any such lot shaU~ 
(a) if it is not marked as mentioned in this paragraph when it comes into 

his possession, mark it, and 
, (b) secure that until it leaves his posesssion it continues to be marked, 
with the particldars of the identification criteria relating to it, and such mark­
ing shall be effected in accordance with regulation 11. 

Marking of forest reproductive 'material for the purposes of regulation 10 
11. The marking of' each lot of forest reproductive material required by 

regulation 10 to be marked shall be effeoted as follows, that is to say, there 
shall be indelibly marked in writing, printing, stencilling or by any other 
appropriate means~ , 

(a) where the lot is in a single bundle or sack or package or 'in a single 
container of any oth,er kind whatsoever, the bundle, sack, package or 
container, or a label securely attached thereto; , 

(b) wh~re theTot comprises more than one bundle or sack or package or 
container, either- ' 
(i) each bundle or sack or package or container or a label securely 

. attached. thereto, or . 
(ii) a notice displayed in such a manner that it shall be readily observ" 

l:).ble and be unequivocally associated with the lot; and 
(c) where the lot is not jn a bundle or sack or package or other container. 

, a notice displaying the mark in such a manner that it shall be both 
reac;lily observable and unequivocally associated with the lot. 

Marketing of forest reproductive material 
12.-(1) Except as' provided by paragraph (2) of this regulation­
(a) no forest reproductive material shall be marketed unless 

(i) it is derived from basic material approved and registered by the 
MinistrY in accordance with regulation 6, or 

, (ii) it is derived from basic material officially approved and register~ 
under the. corresponding legislation of .a Member State or Great 
Britain relating to forest reproductive material;' " 
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(b) no s~ed shall be marketed-
(i) except" under the description "EEC Standard"; 

(ii) unless a Test Certificate in the form set out in Part IV of Schedule 
3 has been issued in respect of it establishing that it complies with 
the conditions laid down in Part III of Schedule 3 or, in the case of 
seed imported from a Member State or Great Britain it has been 
established by documentary evidence that it complies with the con­
ditions lajd down in Part III of Schedule 3; 

(Hi) except in a sealed package, the sealing device of which shall be such 
as shall become unserviceable when the package is opened; and 

(iv) in any seed testing year unless either-
(aa) it has been officially tested and a Test Certificate issued in 

respect of it during the same seed testing year as that in which 
it is marketed, or 

(bb) in the case of seed imported from a Member State or Great 
Britain, the seed has been tested for the purpose of giving the 
results required to be given in a Test Certificate during the 
same seed testing year as that in which it is marketed, 

provided that seed marketed during August or September of ~l.Dy seed 
testing year shall be deemed to comply with the foregoing provisions 
of this sub-paragraph if the seed was tested in any of the months 
of the preceding seed testing year other than the month of August. 

(2) Any forest reproductive material, the marketing of which is prohibited 
under paragraph (1) of this 'regulation may, if the Ministry so authorise by 
licence in writing, be marketed during 'Such period or periods and subject to 
such co~ditions as the Ministry may prescribe or impose. 

(3) No parts of plants shall be marketed under the description "EEC 
Standard" unless they comply with the conditions set out in Schedule 5. 

(4) No young plants shall be marketed under the description "EEC Stanq­
ard" unless they comply with the conditions set out in Schedule 6. 

(5) Paragraph (l)(a) of this regulation shall not apply to reproductive 
material intended for use in tests or for scientific purposes or for selection 
w.ork,and paragraph (l)(b) of this regulation shall not apply to seed intended 
for use in tests or for scientific purposes. 

(6) In this regulation "seed testing year" means the period beginning with 
the 1st day of August in~~ny calendar year and ending with the 31st day of 
July in the next calendar year. 

Supplier's certificate 
13.-(1) A person who sells any lot of forest reproductive material shall at 

the time of sale or delivery of the lot or within a reasonable period thereafter' 
furnish to the buyer a supplier's certificate relating to that lot. 

(2) Subject to paragraph (3) of this regUlation, a supplier's certificate, for 
the purpose of this regulation, means a document in writing giving the par­
ticulars specified in Pllrt I of Schedule 7 and, in addition-

(a) in the case of seed, the particulars specified in Part Il of Schedule 7, or 
(b) in the case of young plants or parts of plants sold or delivered under the 

description "EEC Standard", the particular~ speCified in Part III of 
Schedule 7. 



No. 208 Agriculture 105.7" 

:(~) It shall not be necessarY for a supplier's certificate-
(a) in relatiop-to parts ·of plants or :young plarits taken, raised or marketed 

for export to countries other than Member State~, to give the particulars 
· speCified in items 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, '9 ~md 10 of Part I of Schedule T; 

(b) in rela~ionto seed or cones of such of the genera 'and.speCies listed in 
Schedule 1 as. ate coniferbuscollecited before 1st July 1973, to give the 
partiC"(llars referred to in sub-paragraph (a) of this paragraph until 
1st July 1975; or 

(c) in relation to young. plants raised from seed. c01lected, or parts of plants 
· taken, before 1st July 1973, to· give the partiCulars referred to in the said 
· sub-paragraph (a) until 1st July 1977. 

(4) The particulars required to befurnished in a supplier's>certificate relat~ 
ing to seed shall, in relation to items 3,4, 5 a:p.q: 6 of Part II ·of Schedule 7~ 

(a) in the case of seed iinpo~ted from a Member State or Great Britain 
corre~pond to the relevant information 'set' out. in a test certificate, a 
slJPplier's certificate or an equivalent document relating to that seed, or 

(b) in the cas.e of any other seed, correspond to .the test results. declared in 
· the Test Cer.tifi(i:ate relating. to. that seed.' ' 

PART IV 

IMPORTAT~ON OF FOREST REPRODUCTlVEMATEiuAL 

lmportatioll of forest r?productive material from Member States 
14. ,Forest reproductive .material ~hall not be imported into Northern 

I;reland from a Member State unless accompanied by an official certificate of 
prQvenance or clonal ideIltity issued by a competent authority of that. State in 
the form set out in Schedule 8, or in .a form to the like effeCt, which shall be 
produced by tl:ie importer or 90nsignee to the proper offl,cer of Customs and 
Excfse at the time of importation. " .' , . ' ' '., 

lmportation from countries not being Member States . 
15.~(1)Forest,reproductiye 'material shall not be it~ported into Northern 

Ireland from a country which is not a Member -State unless--:-
(a) it is a9companied ,by an offiCial certificate . of provenance or clonal 

identity issued by a competent authority of that State in the form set 
,outjll.. Schedule 8, or a form to the like effect, and" 

(b) an import licence .. in respect bf it' has beeJ! issued by the MiriistrY, and. 
(c) both the said cerlificate and the said import licence are produced by the 

importer or consignee to .the proper officer of Customs and Exqis,e' at 
the time· of imPortation. . 

(2)An.- application'for an import licence shall he made to the Ministry 
who may grant the licence, grant it subject to conditions, or refuse it. 

PART V 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Keeping and retention .of records 
16. Any personc6ncerned in the collection, taking. extl'action, processing, 

storage, transportation. raising or marketing of forest reproductive material 
shall 

36 
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(a) keep or cause to be kept. if so required by a notice in writing. served 
on him by the Ministry. such records relating to those activities and in 
such form as may be specified in the said notice. and "Shall retain or 
cause to be retained all such records for the period of time specified in 
the said notice. and 

(b) furnish to the Ministry on request such information relating to those 
records as it may require. 

Production of records 
17. Any person concerned in the collection. taking. extractiOll. processing, 

storage. transportation. raising or marketing of fore,st reproductive material 
shall on request produce to an authorised officer of the Ministry. and allow 
the officer to take copies of- t) 

(a) records kept by him or on his behalf in pursuance of regulation 16. 
(b) certificates or licences issued to him under these regulations. and copies 

in his possession of such certificates or licences the originals of which 
have been issued to other persons. and 

(c) books or records (other than those kept in pursuance of regulation 16) 
.in his possession or control relating to those activities. 

Sampling 
18.-(1) A sample of seed to be taken by an authorised officer of the Min­

istry in exercise of the powers conferred by section 8(3) of the Act for the 
purposes of enforcement of these regulations shall be taken in accordance 
with the rules laid down in Part II of Schedule 3. 

(2) A sample of seed taken by an authorised officer shall be divided by him 
into four parts. of which one part shall be delivered or sent by him to the 
owner of the seed or his representative. two parts shall be delivered or sent to 
the officer in charge of the official testing station. and the remaining part shall 
.be retained by the authorised officer and be available for production to a court 
in accordance with section 9(7) of the Act. 

(3) A certificate of the result of a test of a sample of seed taken by an 
authorised officer for the purposes of Part II of the Act shall be in the form set 
out in Schedule 9. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Agriculture for Northern 
Ireland this 28th day of June 1973 in the presence of:-

(L.S.) K. f. Parkin, 
Assistant Secretary, 
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SCHEDULE 1 

1059 

Regulation 3(2) 

Forest reproductive material to which these .regulations apply 

I., Reproductive material derived from: 

English Name 

Silver fir 

Beech 

European larch 

Japanese latch 

Norway l?pruce 

Sitka spruce 

Austri!1n and. Corsican 
pine 

Scots pine 

Weymouth .. pine 

Douglas fir 

Red Oak 

Peduhculate oak 

Sessile oak 

Botanical Name 

A bies alba Mill. 

Pagus sylvatica L. 

Larix decidua Mill. 

Larix leptolepis 
(Sieb. & Zucc.) Gord.·. 

'Pice'a abies Karst. 

Picea sitchensis 
Trautv. et Mey. 

Pinns nigra Am. 

Pinus sylvestris L. 

Pinus strobis L. 

Pseudotsuga taxi/olia. 
(Poir.) Britt. 

Quercus bOl'ealis 
. Michx. 

Quercus pendunc'ulata 
Ehrh. 

Quercus sessilifiora Sal. 

2. Vegetative reproductive material derived from: 

Poplar Populus. species 

Synonym 

Abies pectinata' D C 

Picea excelsa Link 

Picea menziesii Carr. 

Pinus laJ'icio Poir. 

Pseudotsuga douglasii 
Garr. 

Pseudotsuga menziesii 
(Mirb.) Franco 

Quercns rubra Du Roi 

Quercus robur L. 

Quercus petraea Liebl. 
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SCHEDULE 2. Regulation 6 

Criteria for <the approval Qfbasic.material 

A. Stands 
1. Location-Stands shall be situated at a sufficient distance from poor sta]1ds 

of the same species or from stands of a related species which can form hybrids with 
the species in .question. . 

2. Uniformity-8tands shall show no more than a normal degree of individual 
variation in respect of morphological characteristics. 

3. Volume production-Where volume production is an essential criterion for 
approval it must be superior to the accepted mean under similar ecological 
conditions. 

4. Wood quality-The quality of wood. shall be taken. into account and may 
in certain circumstances be an essential criterion. 

5. Morphology-Stands must show particuladygood morphological features, 
especially in respect of stem straightness, branch' habit,. branch size and natural 
,pruning. 

6. Health-Stands shall be generally healthy and show maximum resistance to 
harmful organisms and to adverse external conditions. 

7. Effective size of population-Stands shall consist of a sufficient number of 
<trees to ensure adequate interpollination' and avoid the unfavourable effects of 
inbreeding. 

8. Age--Stands shall consist of trees of such an age that the above criteria can 
be clearly judged. 

B. Conservation seed orchards 
Conservation see.d orch.ards shall be established in a mann{:r that will ensure that 

the seed collected will represent at least the average genetic quality of the basic 
material forming the seed ,orchard. . , 

C. Clones 
i. Items 3,4,5,6 and 8 of Part A shall apply in so far as they are appropriate. 

2. Clones must be identifiable by distinctive characteristics. 

3. The value of clones shall be established by experience' or be demonstrated 
by sllfficientIy prolonged tests. 
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SCHEDULE 3 

Seed testing" 

PART I 

" Procedure foOT applying for a seed test 

1061 

RegulMions 8, 
12(1) and 18(1). 

1. Applica>tions for a seed test shall "be made in wdting ,to the officer in charge 
of the Official Testing Sta>tion for Northern Irelano, 50 Houston Road, Crossna-
creevy ,Castlereagh, Belfast. " " 

2. The sample of the seed to be tested shall be enclosed in one of the standard 
seed envlopes obtainable from the official ,testing station or in an envelope of a 
similar ,kind" and having an equivalent durability, which envelope shall be packed 
in a protective outer cover 11:0 prevent damage during transit. 

: 3. The following particulars IshaU be written" on the outside of the seed 
envelope:-

(i) Full name and address of sender., 
(ii) Date of sampling. 
(iii) ~pecies, and sub-species (if any) and variety (if any) of the seed. 
Civ) Stock number or re:Derence. 
(v) Quantity of see<i represented by the sample, 
(vi) The number of the master oi'other certificate of provenance (if any). 
(vii) A statement as to whether or not the seed is Or hia,s been kept .in cold 

s.torage. 

PART II Regula.tions 8 and 18(1) 

Rules :DOT -the sampling of seed 

A. S(lmplingprocedure"" 
1. Prior to sampling a seed' lot shall be well mixed so as to be as uniform among 

~ts pil.'lts as is praoti«able. 

2. When the seed lot is in sacks or "containers of similar ~ize the number of 
"sacks or contaillers to he sampled shall be in accordance with the following table: ~ 

No. of sacks or other containers 

1~5 (inclusive) 
6,--30 (inclusive) 

.31 or more 

Minimum No. or~acks or other containers 
to be sampled 

Sample each container 
Sample at least 1 in every 3 containers, 
but never less -than 5. 
Sample at least 1 in every 5 containers 
but never less than 10. 

3. The samples shaH be taken in the following manner:-
(a) Seed in fuiI sacks or other containers: 

The sampled sacks or "other containers shall be chosen at random and in 
all cases seed shall be taken from the top, middle and bottom" of each 
selected sack Or container. 

" Wherever practicable seed in sacks or other containers shall be sampled 
with 'a .stick trier designed :Dor the kind of seed of which and size of con"" 
tainerfrom which the sample is being taken, and of sufficient length to 
reach beyond the middle of ,the sack when inserted from the side. 
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Th~ trier shall consist .pf a hollow metal tube inside a closely-fitting 
outer shell or sleeve which has a solid point~d ~nd. Internally the tube 
shall be divided by transverse partitions into a number of compartments, 
and the tube and sleeve shall have open slots in rtheir walls so arranged 
that when the tube is turned until the slots in the tube and sleeve are in 
line, seed can flow into the compartments of the tube and when the sleeve 
is turned the openings are closed. The closed trier should be inserted 
diagonally across the container, opened and gently agitaJted so that its 
compartmel1i1:s fill with seed, then closed carefully to avoid damage t6 
the-seed, and withdrawn and emptied. When it is not praoticable to use a 
stick trier portions may be taken by hand, care being taken to keep the 
fingers tightly closed about ,the seed so than none may escape as the hand. 
is withdrawn. 

If necessary, in order to reach the lower levels, parts of the contents 
shall be emptied into another sack or other container. 

(b) Seed in a partly filled sack or other container: 
The seed shall be th~roughly mixed by hand and small portions taken 
from at least five different positions. 

(c) Seed in bulk: 
Portions of seed shall be taken with a stick sampler or by hand from 
at least the number of positions indicated in the following table:-

Size of bulk Number of positions to be sampled 

Up to 50 kg. Not less than 3 
51 to 1500 kg Not less than 5 
1501 to 3000 kg At least 1 for each 300 kg 
over 3000 kg Not less than 10 

Samples shall be taken at randpm so that portions are taken from 
different depths. 

(d) Seed in a cleaning, mixing or-dressing machine: 
Portions of seed shall be drawn during the cleaning, mixing or dressing 
process so that :the entire cross section ·of rthe seed stream is uniformly 
sampled at regular intervals throughout the whole process. The frequency 
shall be at least as indicated in the following table:-

. Size of lot Number of times to be sampled 

Up to 50 kg . Not less than 3 
51 to 1500 kg Not less than 5 
1501 to 3000 kg At least 1 for each 300 kg 
Over 3000 kg Not less than 10 

4. When individual pOl1tions taken from the bulk together exceed the amounts 
required~ they shall be put together in a clean receptacle and well mixed. Where the 
aggregate sample so obtained exceeds ,the amount required it shall be reduced by 
using an efficient mechanical seed divider or by employing the "halving method", 
that is to say by dividing the aggregate sample into two equal parts, rejecting one of 
them, and so on in this manner until the amount Tequir~d is attained. 

B.Minimum weights of or number of seeds in samples to be submitted/or testing 
and maximum weights of lots sampled 
The minimum weights Or numbers of seeds to be submitted for testing and the 

maximum weights of seeds in lots sampled shall be set out in the table which 
follows:-
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Minimum Maximum 
Species sample weight lot weight 

(gm) (kg) 

(a) Abies alba Mill. 240 
Fagus sylvatica L .1000 
Larix decidua Mill. 25. 
Larix leptolepis (Sieb. & Zucc.) Gord. 25 
Picea abies Kru:st. 25 
Picea sitc.hensis Trautv. et Hey. 25 1000 
Pin us' nigra Arn. " 80 
Pinus sylvestris L. 40 
Pin us stl'obus L. 90 
Pseudotsuga taxi/olia (polr.) Britt. 60 

Minimum 
Species number of 

seeds in 
sample 

(b) Quel'cus borealis Michx. 500 
QUel'cus pedunculata Elirh. 500 5000 
Quercus sessiliflora Sal. 500 

JlART III Regulations 8 and 12(1) 

Conditions which seeds must satisfy 

. 1. Seed shall.comply with the conditions as to maximum permitted percentage 
by weight of seed of other forest tree species set OUlt in the following table:-

SpeCies from ·which seed derived 

Abies alba Mill. 
Fagus sylvatica L. 
Lal'ix decidua Mill. 
Larix leptolt;pis.(Sleb. & Zucc.) Gord. 
Picea abis Karst. 
Picea sitchensis Trautv.et Mey. 
Pinus nigra. Arn. . 
Pinus sylvestl'is L. 
Pinus stl'obus L. 
Pseudotsuga taxi/olia (Poir.) Britt. 
Quercus borealis Michx. 
Quercus pedunculata Ehrh. 
Quercus sessiliflora Sal. 

Maximum Permitted percentage 
by weight of seed 

of other forest tree species 

o·~% 
0'1% 
0·5% (or 1'0% of other Larix seed) 
0~5% (or 1·0% of ·other Larix seed) 
0·5% 
0·5% 
0'5% 
0·5% 
0·5% 
0'5% 
0·1 % (o.r 1 % of other Quercus seed) 
0'1 % (or 1 % ofbther Quel'cus seed) 
0'1 % (or 1 % of other Quercus seed) 

2. Seed 'shaiI,as far as practicable, be free from harmful 'organisms which 
'mi$ht reduce its quality. 

• 
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PART IV Regulations 8 and 12(1) 

Test Certificate 

No ..................... . 

THE OFFICIAL SEED TESTING ,sTATION FOR FOREST REPRODUCTIVE 

MATERIAL FOR NORTHERN IRELAND 

Sender of sample: 

Description of .sample : 

50 HOUSTON ROAD 

CROSSNA,CREEVY 

CASTLEREAGH, BELFAST 

Name: 
Address: 
Species : 
Stock No. or reference: 
Quantity represented: 
Number of master or other certificate of 

provenance (if any): . 
Date of sampling: 
Date received : 

Tt is hereby certified that ,the results of the official test are as follows: 
1. Percentage by weight of seed of other fore$ species: 

, . 

2. Other particulars: 
(a) Percentage of purity: 
(b) Percentage of germination: 
(c) Number per kilogramme of live seeds' capable of 'germinating: 
(d) Weight of ~OOO pure seeds in grammes ~ 

3. Remarks.: 

Officer in Charge 

Date· 
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SCHEDULE 4 Regulation 9(3) and (4) 

Master Certificate of Pr<~venance(l) 

Master Certificate of Clonal Identity(l~ 

Certificate, No ..... , .............. . 

This is to certify that the forest reproductive material Iis~ed below is correctly 
described and is approved for marketing in accordance with the Forest Repro­
dQotive Material Regulations 1973. ' , " 

1. Type of Material: Seed/Young Plant~/Parts of Plants(l): 

2., Genus and SpeCies, sub. species, variety (1): 
(a) C9mmon name:', 
Cb) Botanical' name: 

3. cione, for vegetative reproductive material(l): 

4. Region of Provenance(l): 

5. Origin: Indigenous/Non-indigenous(l): 

6. Year in which the seed shall have ripened(l): 

7. Quantity of material: ' 

8. Additional information (i): 

(Stamp of Ministry of Agriculture) 

(1) Delete words which 'do not apply. 

36A 

Signed: 
(Authorised by ,the Ministry of' 
Agriculture) 

Address: 

Date: 
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SCHEDULE 5 

Conditions which parts of plants must saJtisfy 

No. 208 

Regulation 12(3) 

1. Lots shall include at least 95% of parts of plants of fair marketable quality. 

2. Fair marketable Ciutalily shall be determined by reference to the criteria relat­
ing to general characteristics, :health and, where appropriate size, set out in. the. two 
following paragraphs. 

3. Populus species: 

(1) General cha-racteristics and health· 
Parts of plants shall not be considered to be of fair marketable quality if :. 
(a) the wood is unripe; 
(b) the wood is more than two seasons old; 
(c) they have abnormality lof form, such tas forking, branching or 

excessive bending; 
(d) they htave less than two well-formed buds; 
(e) they have not been severed w1th a dean cut; 
(f) they are partly or ,totally dried out, injured or have the bark detached 

from the wood; 
(g) .they are affected by necroses or damage caused· by . harmful 

organisms; 
(h) they have any other defects which reduce their value for reproductive . 

purposes; 
except that ptaragraphs (a), (b), (c) and (d) shall not .apply to root 
cuttings and 501)t wood cuttings. 

(2) Minimum dimensions of parts of the plants of the Aigeiros section, other 
than root cuttings and soft wood cuttings: 

(a)-minimum length: 20 cm. 
(b)-minimum top diameter: 

8 mm for those described as Class IjEEC 
10 mm for those described as Class 2jEEC 

4. Forest Species other than Populus: 
General characteristics and health 

Parts of plants shtall not be considered t.o be of fair marketable quaiity if: 
(a) they have abnormalities of form or insufficient vigour; 
(b) they have not been severed by a clean cut; 
(c) their :age or size makes 'them unsuitab1e for propagation purposes; 
(d) they are parrtially or totally dried out or show injury other than wounds 

incurred in the taking' of cuttings; 
(e) they are affected by :necroses or are damaged by harmful'organisms; 
(f) they have any other defects whioh reduce their value for reproductive 

purposes . 

.NOTE: All these criteria shall be considered in relation to the species ot clones in 
·question. 
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SCHEDULE 6 Regulation 12(4) 

. .. . 
1. Lots shall include !lit least 95% .of young plants of fair marketable quality. 

2 .. Fair marketable quality shall be determined by reference to the critetita 
relating to general characteristics, health, age and .. ·llize, set out in paragraphs 3 and 
4 below. 

3. General characteristics and hellllth 
An asterisk in the following table shows for each genus and. species in question the 
4efects which prevent young plants from being classified as of fair·· marketable 
quality.: All these criteria shall be considered in relation, to. the species or clone in 
question and to the suitlability ·of the reproductive matetial for forestry purposes. 

:0::$ ~ 0. 
~ ;::: '" Defects which prevent young plants from :~ ~~ ~~ 0, 

0, 
<::>~ .l:! ;::: ;::: 

being cla~~ed as df fair m(lrketable quality . 0, 
.~ . 0, "1;$<:) "'l~ ~ ...... 

<u ~ ;::: ;:::.::;. .~~ <u 
;::: 

::.c; ~ .... .S <u ~ ~- ;::: 
~ 

~i:i:; 
~ 

~~ il;,; 001 c· 
....:j Q,. Q,. ----

(a) young plants with unhealed wounds 
-except cutting wounds where excess .. 

leaders have been remQved * * * * * * 
-except other such wounds incurred in 

.. 

the taking of cuttings * * * * * 
-except branch wounds 

.. 
* * * 

... ", .. 

"* 
*. 

(b) yoOung plants partially ·or totally dried * * * * * * 
out 

(c) stem showing copsiderable bending * .* * 
(d) multiple stem.: * * * * * * 
(e) stem: with severalletaders * * * * 
(I) stem and branches inc.ompletely ripened .;*(1) *(1) .*(2) 
(g) stem without a healthy terminal bud· *(1) *(1) *(1) *(1)- -
(h) branching either absent or clearly in-

.. 

sufficient * * 
(i) youngest needles SQ seriously damaged 

as toO endanger the survival of the plant -* * * 
(k) damaged root collar(4) * * * * * *(3) 
(l) main roots seriously entwined or 

twisted(4) lie * * * *. 
(m) secondary roots either absent or 

severely cut _ - '.: * * * * *(5) 
(n) y.oung plants showing serious damage 

~aused by harmful organisms .... . i!:- - * * * * * (0) young plants ·showing signs of heating, 
fermentation or mould following storage 
in the. nursery . * * * --* *. * ... 

: 

1 ( ) Except wher~ the y.oung plants were taken from the nursery during the fir t 
growmg selllson: :. . s 

(2) Not appl~cable to clones of Populus deltiJides angulata. ; 
(3) ~ot applrcable to Populus plants butt trimmed in the nursery. 
(4) Not.applicable to sets. . 
(5) NoOt applicable to Quereus borealis. 

. " 

4. Age and size 
... :' .. , 

A. Species other thanPopulus 

(a) Cr~teria of age and size of young pia~{s· shtalI nQt apply to young plants 
:whICh have not been transplanted. . . 

(b) Minimum standards for age and size ~re 'listed· in the table below: 
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Normal young plants Stocky young plants 

Max. Min. Max. Min. 
qge in Height diameter age in Height diameter 
years in cm of years in cm of 
(See (See root (See (See ro.ot 

Note 1 Note 2 cQllar Note 1 Note 2 collar 
bt!iow) below) (mm) below) below) (mm) 

.-
Abies alba 4 10-15 4 4 10-15 4 

5 15-25 5 4 15-20 5 -
5 25-35 5 5 20-25 6 
5 35-45 6 -5 25-35 7 
5 45-60 8 5 35-40 8 

- 60 and 10 - 40 and 10 
over over 

Larix 2 20-35 4 
3 35-50 5 
4 50-65 6 
4 65-80 7 
5 80-90 8 
5 90 and, 10 

over 
Picea abies 3 . 15-25· 4 4 15-20 4 

4 25-40 5 4 20-30 5 
5 40-55- 6 5 30-40 6 
5 55-65 7 5 40-50 8 
5 65-80 9 5 50-60 9 
- 80 !and 10 - 60 and 10 

qver over 
Picea sitchensis 3 20-30 4 

4 30-50 5 
4 50-65 6 
5 65-75 8 
5 75-85 9 
- 85 and 10 -, 

over 
Pinus sylvestris 2 6-15 3 . 2 6-10 3 

3 15-25 4 3 10-20 4 
3 25-35 5 3 20-30 '5 
3 35-45 6 3 30-40 6 
4 45-55 7 4 40-50 7 

- 50 and 8 
over ,. 

Pinus nigra 2 6-15 3 2 6-10. 3 
(forma austriaca) 3 15-25 4 3 10-20 4 

4 25-35 5 4 20-30 5 
4 35-45 6 4 30-40 , 6 
4 45-55 1 4 40-50' 7-

- 50 and 8 
over 

Pin us nigra 2 5-10 3 
(other than forma 3 10-20 4 
austriaca) 3 20-30 5 

4 30-40 6 
4 40-50 7 

- 50 and 8 
f over 

.' 
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Normal young plants , Stocky young plants 

Max. Min. Max. Min. 
age in Height diameter age in Height diameter 
years in cm of years in cm of 
(See (See root (See (See root 

Note 1 Note 2 collar Note 1 Note 2 collar 
below) below) (mm) below) below) (mm) 

Pin us strobus 2 6-10 3 
3 10-20 4 
4 20-30 5' 
4 30-40 6 
5 40-50 7 
5 50-60 8 
5 60 and 10 

over 

Pseudotsuga taxi folia 2 20-25 3 3 20-25 4 
3 25-30 4 4 25-35 5 
3 30-40 5 4 35-40 6 
4 40-50 6 4 40-45 6 
4 50-60 7 4 45-55 7 
4 60-70 8 4 55-65 8 
4 70-80 9 4' 65-70 9 
4 80-100 12 -, 70 and 12 

over 
- 100 and 14 

over 

Fagus sylvatica, 2 15-25 4 
Quercus 3 25-40 5 -

NOTES: 
1. Age: 

4 40-55 6 
4 55-70 7 
5 70-85 9 
- 85 and' 11 

over 

Age is expressed -in complete years. Each growing season or part thereof 
shaH count as a complete year. The growing season shall be considered as 
having begun: ' , 
-in the case of plants with a terminal shoot not yet containing a dormant 
terminal bud, when this shoot is not less th,an one quarter of the length of 
the previous year's shoot. 
-in the case of young plants with a shorter terminal shoot, when this 
shoot contains a dormant bud. ' 

2. Height: Height. shaH be measured to within plus or minus 1 centimetre in the case 
of young plants not exceeding 30 centimetres in height, and to within plus or 
minus 2·5 centimetres in the case of young plants exceeding 30 centimetre's 
in height. ' 
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B. Populus 
(a) Age .of y'oung plants 

The maximum age shall be four years for the stem and, where appro­
priate, five years for Ithe root. 

(b) ,size s'tatidards shall apply only to Populus plants of the Aigeiros section, 
land shall be as set out in the following table: 

Point of EEC Height (m) 
Age diameter Classifi- Diameter 

measure- cation (mm) 
ment Number inin. max. 

0+1 O·50m NI a 6 to 8 1·00 1·50 
NIb more than 8 but not more than 10 1·00 1·75 
NI c more than 10 but not more than 12 1·00 2·00 
NI d more than 12 but not more than 15 1·00 2·25 

N.1 e more than 15 but not more than 20 1·00 2·50 
N 1 f 20 1·00 -

more lm N2 more than 8 but not more' than" 10 1·75 . '1·50 
than N 3 more than 10 but not more than 15 1·75 3·00 
1 year N4 more than 15 but not more than 20 1·75 3·50 

N 5 more than 20 but not more than ·25 2·25 4·00 
N 6 more than 25 but not more than 30 2·25 4·75 
N 7 more than 30 but not more than 40 2·75 5·75 
N8 more than 40 but not more than 50 2·75 6·75 
N 9 50 4·00 -



No.2Qf$ 1'071 

SCBEDT;JI£ 7 Regulation 13 

. Pa~tict;tla,r.!l; requtre4m ,il SllPp}ier's Certificate 

PART I· 

Palticrilars ;0 be furnished in every case 

1. The number of tlie'Master Certificate, if any, or the.I).umQer, it any, of th~ 
certificate of provenance or clonal identity and the'name:of the country issuing it. • - .' c. 

2. Type of material; whether seed, 'coneS, parts of plants W young plants. 

3. Quantity of ma,terial being marketed. 

4 .. Botanical name·; genus and species. 

5. Clone, iQ the case of vegetative material. 

6. (i) Region of provenance, in the case of material produced by sexual 
,. means from basic material .registered in accordance with regulation 6 

or otherwise .officially approved for marketing within the Member 
·States. . 

(ii) Place of provenanc:e ,and its altitude, in the case of material produc~ 
by sexual means from the b~sic material not registered in accordance 
with regulation 6 or otherwise o:f;ficially approved within the Member 
StaJtes, but which has been .authorised for marketing in accordance with 
regulation 12(2)., 

'7. Origih; whether indigenous Or non-indigenous. 

K If the forest reproductive material 'although not derived from officially 
.approveg,basic material is authoJ'iied for marketing under regulation 12(2), a state­
ment to that effect. 

,9. If derived from conservation seed orchards a statement that the reproduotive 
material is so derived. ' 

10. Length of ,time, if .any, in the seed bed and in transplant lines and the 
number of times transp1tanted. 

11. Name and address of the supplier. 

PART II 

Further particulars to be furnished in the case of seed 

1. Number Of Test Certificate (if any). 

2. The description "EEC Standard", OR, where the seed does not comply with 
the conditions laid down in Part III ,of Schedule 3, and is authorised for marketing 
under regulation 13(2)" a statement that it does not so comply. 

3. Percen1!age of purity, 

4: Percentage of germination. 

5. Number p'er kilogramme of live seeds capable of germinating. 

6. Weight of 1000 pure seeds in grammeS. 

7. Year in which the seed shall have ripened. 

8. If the seed has been kept in cold storage, a statement to that effect. 
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PART In 

No. 208 

Particulars to be furnished ·in ·the case of young plants and parts of plants 

1. The description "EEC Standard". 

2. EEC classification number, in the .case ~f the genus POpU!llS. 

3. Location of nursery in which :the young plants were -raised during their last 
growing season. . 

. . 
4. Age, in the case of parts of plants of the genus Populus which have had 

more. than one growing season. . . . . 

5. The size of !the young plants. 
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SCHEDULE· 8 Regulations 1~ an4 15(t) 

Certificate pf Pr'oYenance(l) 

Certificate cif Clonall~enti:ty(l) 

0.0 •• 0·'.' ••••• 0." _lO •• '.'.; ••• °
0

" 0." •• Certificate No .. · ...• :., ............. .' .. . 
(Country) 

It is cevtified that the fo-rest reptoductivemateri'al descri1Jedpelow has been con­
trolled by the'competent a),ithotity and that, 'accor4ing to th~.findings made and the 
documents submitted, it conforms to the information given b\!lqw::: 

1. Type of material: Seed/parts of plants/young plants(l): 

2. Genus and. species, sub-species, variety, clone(l}: 
(a) Common' name: .,. 
( b) Botanical name: 

3.' Region of provenance(l): 
OR " . 
Nice of provenance and altitude(1)(2): . 

4. Origin:. whethet indigenous or non-indigenous: . . 

5. Yearjn which <the seed shall have ripened(l): : .' 

6. Length of time in DlIrSery seed bed and in transplant lines and numb,er .of 
times transplanted(l) : . ' 

7. Quantity of materiaI-: . 

8. Number and nature of packta,ges or bundles(3).;. 

9. Marking of packages or .bundles(3):. 

10. Additional1nformation: 

(Stamp of Competent 
Authority) 

Notes: 

..................... .- ...•. ' . .' .. : : . :; . , ..... (Signature) . 

'.' ........ ;'. , . : , ........ _ ....... (Position or rank) 

.. , .... " ....... '.' ... '.' ..... ; ...... (Place and d~te) 

(l) Delete words which do not a,pply. 

(2) Fo}." for~t reproductive .:o:i..iaterialnot derived .from' basic material officially 
. -approved within the European Communities .. 

(3) Not required -when certificate.is issued under regulation 9(3)(b) or 4(b). 
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SCHEDULE 9 Regulation 18(3) 

Certificat~ ·of·the result of a, test of seeds 

SEEDS ACT (NORTfIERN IRELAND) 1965 
THE FORPST REPRODUCTIVE MATERIAL REGULATIONS 1973 

REPORT 
OF THE 

OFFICIAL TESTING STATION FOR FOREST 
REPRODUcTIVE MATERIAL IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

ON A SAMPLE TAKEN UNDER SECTION 8(3) OF THE ACT 

Date received 
at station: 

Date of sampling: 
QuanHiy of sample: 

on the premises of 

Niame: 

Address: 

Quantity represented: 
Stock No. or reference: 

D.escription of seed given by the person on whose premises the sampie was taken 
Species: Country in which gr.own.: 
Sub-species (if any) Number of test 
or variety (if any): certificate: 

It is hereby certified ·that the r.esults of the ·official test are' as follows:-

1. Species: 

2. Sub-species (if any) and variety (if tany): 

3. Percentage by weight of other forest species: 

4. Percentage of purity: 

5, Percentage of germination: 

6. Number per kilogramme of live seeds capable of germination:. 

7. Weight of 1000 pure seeds in grammes: 

Other particulars: 

Remarks: 

.. ~ .... . ',." . " . , ~ . '.' ... '.' ..... 
. Date .. 



No.20S Agri9ulturl! 1075 

EXPL.ANATORY.NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations, but is intended to 
.. indicate their general purport.) 

These Regulations, which apply to Northern Ireland and are made under 
the Seeds Act 1965 as ameIlded by the European Communitie.s. AGt 1974, are 
concerned with forest reproduction mat~rial (seed, cones, parts of plants·· and 
young plants) of the genera and species of tree specified in Schedule 1, 

The RegulatioIls provide that forest reproductive. material may not be· 
marketed unless it is derived ftom basic material (stands of trees, see~r orchards 
and clones) which has be~n ·approved and registered in Northern Irehtnd or in 
Great Btita'in or in another Member State of the European Communities, or 
has been authorised for marketing by the Ministry of Agriculture. In addition 
they provide that seed ·may not (except witb,. the anthority of the Minil?try of 
Agriculture) be marketed other than under the description ~':gEC Standard" 
and unless it has been established, by a. test in the official testip.g station in 
Northern Ireland or a test inG:reat Britain or another Member State, that it . 
is of a certain standard. They also provide that young plants and parts .of 
plants shall not be marketed under the description "EEC Standard" unless they· 
I?atisfy certain conditions. 

The Regulations further provide for the marldng of forest reproductive 
material marketed or intended for marketing with certain. particulars as. to its 
nature and source, for the giving by sellers of supplier's certificates, for the 
con~rollip.g of importation, aIld for the keeping of records.py persons tr~ding 
in forest reproductive material. They also provide' rules for the s!tIi:lpling of 
seed. 

. The Regulations. do not ~pply t.~ seed or cones tq be exported to co:untries 
other ·th!\.n Member Stat~s, or to p.arts of plallts or young plants intended for 
purposes other than the production of wood. Certain provisiop.s do not .apply 
to parts of plants or young plants to be exported to countries other than 
Member States. . 

Any .contravention.of these Regulations will be an ·offence unde!," the .Seeds 
AcH96S. 
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