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REGULATIONS, DATED 16TH MAY J973, MADE. BY·THE.MINIS'FRYOF COMMERCE 
UNDER SECTION 9(4) OF THE GAS ACT (NORTHERN IRELANI?) 1971. 

The Ministry of Commerce on behalf of the Secretary of State and in 
exercise of the powers conferred on it by section 9(4) of the Gas Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1971(a) and ef every other power enabling it 'in that behalf hereby 
makes the follewing Regulations:-

Citation 
1. These Regulatiens maybe cited as the 'Gas .(Application fer Special 

Orders) Regulatiens (Northern . Ireland) 1973. 

Application of Regulations 
.2. These Regulations shall apply to applicatiens forOrde.rs .under sub­

sectiens (1) and (2) of sectiongef the'_GasAct (Northern Ireland) 1971. 

Notice of application 
3. Applicants for an Order shall publish notice of theirintention to apply, 

by advertisement inserted once in a local newspaper circulating in the area to 
which the applicatien refers and once in the Belfast Gazette as seon as possible 
after thepublicatien in the local newspaper. The advertisement shall be 'headed 
with'a short descriptive title and shall contain-

(a) the descriptien and address of the applicants; . 
(b) a statement of the ebjectsaf the application including.a description ef 

any proposed .area of supply, any proposed new works and any land 
which it is .proposed to. use Jor the· purpo.seof gasworks.; 

Cc) a list ef addresses where copies of the draft Order and maps, ifany, are 
available for public inspection as prescribed in Regulatien 4(b); 

(d) instructions Jor-the ladgement of-objections ~to the-draft Order in 'the 
form set eut in Regulation 6(1) 

Service 
4. On or before the,date ef pubIicatianof the~ad:v'ertisement"in the Belfast 

Gazette the applicants shall-
(a) serve by the recerded delivery service a copy ef -the .adv:ertisement 

prescribed,in Regulation.3 en- . 
,(i) eVery undertaker supplying or authorised to. sl1Pply gas ,within any 

area pfo.posed to. -be supplied b:y the applicants; 
(ii) ,the.owner or reputed owner, lessee or r~puted lessee and .occupier 

ef every.dweIling house .·situate within .300 metres .ef any land 
proposed to be used .fer the,constructien of works for the manu­
facture or sto.rage of gas; 

(a) 1971. c. 19 (N.I.). 
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(iii) the owner or reputed owner and lessee or reputed lessee of any 
railway, harbour or canal along or across which it is proposed to 
lay pipes or otherwise affect; 

(b) deposit a copy of the advertisement and of the draft Order and maps, 
if any-
(i) at the office of every district council or local authority whose district 

is wholly or partly within the existing or proposed area of supply; 
(ii) at an office of the applicants situate within the proposed or existing 

areas of supply; 
(iii) at the office of the Ministry of Commerce for Northern Ireland at 

Chichester House, 64 Chichester Street, Belfast BTl 4JX. 

Applications 
5. The application for an Order shall be made in writing to the Ministry 

within seven days of the date of publication of the advertisement in the Belfast 
Gazette in accordance with Regulation 3 and it shall include-

(a) a copy of the newspaper and the Gazette containing the advertisement; 
(b) the names and addresses of the authorities, companies and persons 

upon whom a copy of the advertisement has been served in accordance 
with Regulation 4(a), together with proof of service in the form of 
recorded delivery documents; 

(c) particulars of the offices where the draft Order has been deposited for 
public inspection in accordance with Regulation 4(b); 

(d) three copies of the draft Order; 
(e) an Ordnance map or maps of 1 : 2,500 scale showing the land to be 

used or the proposed works when the applicants are seeking to be 
authorised to use any lands for the storage of gas or for the construction 
of works; 

(j) an Ordnance map or maps of 1 : 10,000 scale or such lesser scale as the 
Ministry may allow, showing the boundaries of the proposed area of 
supply and the area (if any) where the applicants are already authorised 
to supply gas, when the applicants are seeking to be authorised to 
supply gas in an area where they are not already so authorised; 

(g) where the applicants are a district council or local authority and borrow-
ing powers are sought- . 
(i) a statement of the amounts borrowed and authorised to be borrowed 

for the purposes of the gas undertaking; 
(ii) a statement showing under separate heads the purposes for which 

the borrowing powers are sought and the amount required for each 
purpose; . 

(h) where the applicants are not a district council or local authority-
(i) a statement of the existing capital and borrowing powers showing 

the amounts authorised, raised and expended; and 
(ii) where capital or borrowing powers are sought, a statement showing 

under separate heads the purposes for which the powers are sought 
and the amount required for each purpose; 

(i) if the applicants are a company, a copy of their Memorandum and 
Articles of Association if any and of every special resolution of the 
company; 

W the title of every special Act of P~rliament and Order having the force 
of an Act relating to the undertaking. 
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Objections 
6.-(1) Any local or other public authority. company or person desiring to 

make an objection to the draft Order may do so by letter addressed to the 
Ministry of Commerce at Chichester House. 64 Chichester Street. Belfast 
BT1 4JX. despatched by the recorded delivery service on or before a date 
30 days after the publication of the advertisement in the Belfast Gazette. Any 
objection shall state-

(a) the specific grounds for objection; and 
(b) the modifications asked for. 

A copy of the objection shall be sent to the applicants for the Order or 
their agents at the same time. 

(2) As soon as practicable after the period for objection has expired the 
applicants shall furnish the Ministry with copies of replies sent to objectors. 
together with details of any amendments which the applicants wish to be made 
to the draft Order. 

Furnishing of information 
7. The applicants shall furnish the Minist,ry of Commerce with such 

information and documents as the Ministry may require in connection with 
the application including-

(a) where it is proposed to authorise the use of any lands for the manu­
facture or storage of gas. the deed of conveyance or assignment or 
lease to. or the contract for purchase by the applicants of all lands to be 
so used. (These documents will be returned after inspection); 

(b) where the applicants are a company (a) applying for capital or borrow­
ing powers or (b) proposing to purchase or amalgamate with another 
undertaking. a c~rtified copy of a resolution approving the application 
pa~sed by shareholders or stockholders qualified to vote at ordinary 
meetings of the company who were present (in person or by proxy) at 
a general meeting and who hold at least thre;e-quarters of the paid up 
capital of the company represented by the votes at such a meeting. A 
certified copy of the notice convening the meeting must als,o be 
furnished; 

(c) where the applicants propose to purchase or to amalgamate with 
another undertaking proof that the purchase or amalgamation is 
approved by the proprietors of the other undertaking involved. 

Expenses 
8. Any expenses incurred by the Ministry in connection with an enquiry 

into the application or otherwise shall be payable by the applicants. 

Interpretation . 
9. In these Regulations:-
"area of supply" means the area within which the undertaker is for the 

time being authorised to supply gas under the authority of an Act of 
Parliament or a Provisional or Special Order; 

"district council" has the meaning assigned to it by the Local Government 
(Northern Ireland) Act 1972Cb); 

"local authority" means the council of a county, county borough, urban 
district and rural district; 

"Ministry" means the Ministry of Commerce for Northern Ireland. 

(b) 1972. c. 9 (N.I.). 
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Revocation 
:10. The Gas (Special Orders) Rules (Northern Ireland) 1936(c) are 'hereby 

rev:oked. 

.. .8ealedwith the oOlficial Seal.-of the Ministry of :Commerce this 16th day of 
May 1973. 

(L.S.) J. El. Armstrong, 
Assistant 'Secretary . 

. EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part .df the.Regulations, :but is intended.to 
indicate lheirgener..al purport,) 

These R~gulations are made by the Ministry of Commerce under section 9 
of the Gas Act (Northern Ireland) 1971. They.set out the ,pr.0cedure for 
applications for special orders relating to the establishment of and alteration 
to the constitution of gas undertakers. 

(c)S:R. &. '0. "(NI) .1'9"30, ·No.96. 
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