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. 1972. No. lit 

MINISTRlES OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

Transfer of Functions and Adaptation of Enactments 

No. 111 

. [C] 

ORDER IN COl:!JNCIL*, DATED 29TH MARCH 1972, MADE UNDER SECTION 4 OF 
THE MINISTRiES ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1944. 

By THE GOVERNOR IN THE PRIVY COUNCIL OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

GREY OF NAUNTON 

WHEREAS by section 4 of the Ministries Act (Northern Ireland) 1944(a) 
(in this Order referre4 to as "the Act"), it is provided that the Governor of 
Northern Ireland may, from time to time,. by Order itiCouncil assign to arty 
department, or transfer to any department from any other department, such 
functions as appear to the said Governor to be appropriate for-suoh assignment 
or transfer; that each department shall have, and may exercise such functions 
as may be specified by such an Order in Council; and that such an Order in 
Council may make slich incidental, consequential a:p.d supplemental provisions 
as may be necessary or expedient for the purpose of giving full eifectto' the 
Act, including provisions for such matters as are mentioned in section ,4(2} ·of 
the Act: . " . 

AND WHEREAS by section 4(5) of the Act iUs provided that the said Govemot 
shall not be recommended to make an Order in Council under the said section 4 
(other than an Order in Council imide for the plirposes of section 10r 2 of the 
Act) until a draft thereof has lain before each House of Parliament for' the 
statutory period, and that if either' House of Parliament. within that period 
resolves that no further proceedings be taken in relation thereto,' no further 
proceedings shall be -so {liken, but without prejudice to the preparatiort of 
a fresh draft: ' " ..., . , 

AND WHEREAS it is expedient that provision,' as hereafter appearing in this 
Order, should be made in relation to certain purpOSeS other than the purposes' 

. of section 1 o~ 2 of the Act, and, accordingly, this Order was laid in dtaft before 
each House of Parliament for the statutory period, and neither House of 
Parliament during that period passed any resolution in relatioll thereto: 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RALPH FRANCIS ALNWICK, BARON GREY OF NAUNTON, 
Knight Grand Cross of the Most Di$tinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George, Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian Order, Officer of the 
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, Governor of Northern Ireland. 
by and with the advice of the Privy Council of Nor.them Ireland in exercise of 
the powers conferred by section 4 of the Act, do hereby order as follows: -

Ca) 1944. c. 14. 

* A draft of this Order in Council was laid before the Senate on 15th February 197i, 
an~ before the House of ,Commons on 9th February 1972, and lay for the statutory 
penod. " " 
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Citation, etc. 
1.-(1) This Order may be cited as the Ministries (Transfer of Functions) 

Order (Northern Ireland) 1972. 

(2) In this Order·-
"Ministry" includes a Minister; 
"transfer date" means the 1st day of April 1972; 
"transferor" and "transferee" respectively mean, in relation to any functions 

transferred under this Order, the Ministry from which and the Ministry 
to which the functions are transferred. 

(3) This Order shall have effect subject to the provisions of any Order in 
Council which may hereafter be made under section 4 of the Act. 

rransfer of certain functions of Ministry of Home Affairs 
2. The functions exercisable immediately before the transfer date by the 

Ministry of Home Affairs under or for the purposes of the enactments set out 
in Schedule 1 shall be and are hereby, transferred as from the transfer date to 
the Ministry of Development. . , 

Transfer of certain junctions of Ministry of Health and SO'cial Services 
3.-(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3) the functions exercisable 

immediately before the transfer date by the Ministry of Health and Social 
Services under or for the purposes of the enactments set out in Part I of 
Schedule 2 shall be, and are hereby, transferred as from the transfer date to the 
Nlinistry of Development. 

(2) The functions exercisa:ble immediately before the transfer date under 
or for the purposes of the enactments set out in Part II of Schedule 2 shall not be 
transferred by virtue of this Order. 

(3) The function~ exercisable immediately before the transfer date by the 
Ministry of Health and Social Services under or for the purposes of the enact
ments set out in Schedule 3 shall be, and are hereby, transferred as from the 
transfer date to the Ministry of Agriculture. . 

Transfer of certain functions of Ministry of Development 
4.-(1) The functions exercisable immediately before the transfer date by 

the Ministry of Development under or for the pwposes of the enactments set 
out in Part I of Schedule 4 shall be, and are hereby, transferred as from the 
transfer date to the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

(2) The functions exercisable immediately before the transfer date by the 
Ministry of Development under ot for the purposes of the enactments set out in 
Part II of Schedule 4 shall be, and are hereby, transferred as from the transfer 
date to the Ministry of Agriculture. . 

Effect O'f Order 
5. The Notification entitled "Assignment of Functions to Departments" 

jssued by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland on 7th June 1921 and altered by 
subsequent enactments, shall so far as it relates to any transferor or transferee. 
have effect subject to this Order. 

'References in enactments, etc., to transferor 
6.-(1) The following provisions of this Article shall apply in relation to 

the functions transferred by this Order. . 
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(2) In the construc!ion and for, the p.urposes of any enactment (including 
the enactments set out III the Schedules), Judgment, decree, order, award, deed, 
contract, regulation, rule, byelaw, certificate or other document passed or made 
before the transfer date, any reference to, at which is to be construed as 
a reference to, the transferor, shall, so far only as may be necessary for the 
purpose or in consequence of the transfer, be construed as a reference to .the 
transferee. ' 

(3) Tne transfer shall not affect any order, regulation, rule, appointment, 
direction, instruction, approval, requirement or authorisation made or given 
or other thing done by the transferor before the transfer date, but any such 
matter shall, if in force immediately before that date, continue in force to the 
like extent and subject to the like provisions as if it had been duly made, 
given or done by the transferee. 

(4) Anything commenced before the transfer date, by or under the authority 
of the transferor, may, so far as it relates to any functions transferred, be carried 
on at completed by or under the authority of the transferee. 

(5) Where at the transfer date any legal proceeding is pending to which 
the transferor is a party. and the proceeding has reference to any of the functions 
transferred, the transferee shall be substituted in the proceeding for the trans
feror, and the proceeding shall not abate by reason of the substitution. 

Transfer of property, etc. 
7. All property, rights and liabilities held, enjoyed or incurred before the 

transfer date by l:he transferor in connection with the functions transferred to 
~ the transferee by this Order shall be transferred to the transferee as from the 
transfer date; and, accordingly, as from that date by virtue 'of this Order and 
without any further conveyance, transfer, or assignment- ' 

(a) the said property, real or personal, shall vest in the transferee; 
(b) the said rights shall b(1 enjoyed by the transferee; and 
(c) the said liabilities shall become liabilities of the transferee. 

Modification and adaptation of enactments 
, 8.-(1) The enactment described in coluum 1 of Schedule 5 shall have 

effect subject to the modifications specified in relation thereto in coluum 2 of 
that Schedule. 

(2) There shall be made in every local and personal Act and public general 
Act of a local character such modifications and adaptations as may be required 
to bring it into conformity with the provisions of this Order. . 

Given' at Government House, IDllsborough, this 29th day of March 
1972. 

Brian F'aulkner 
John L. O. Andrews 
Herbert V. Kirk 
W. K. Fitzsimmons 
W. J. Long 
H. W. West 
Robin Bailie 

Roy H. Bradford 
W. Basil McIvor 
N. O. Minford 
John Brooke 
O. B. Newe 
Basil Kelly 
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SCHEDULE 1 

Enactments relating to functions transferred from the Ministry. ~me Affairs to the 
Ministry of Development 

'~/""~/'N"If, sectIOn 13 III so r as it 
tes..lO...tIl.u~ruJj<YlUL.:QL~~!!!!!~~L£mll~aJ·.o.n.....l!'ll·.th road traffic; 

q:a~Sip.0Ft-Aet-tNort~' ela-Rcl1-1-9e.~d1;-seeHren-66(.g'-and-E6i); 

The. :&oad Traffi~ Act ( rthern Ir.eland) 1?70(e), sections 19(2), 23(4), s.~tion 25 
III so far as'It re es to functIOns whIch are transferred to the Mmlstry of 
Development ' der this Order., section 60 and sections 89 to 101 and 10:7 
to 113; 

Any ena9 ent in force at the transfer date amending or extending the above
m~oned enactments. 

(b) 18 & 19 Geo. 5. c. 10 (N.I.). 
(c) 1963. c. 12 (N.I.). 
(d) 1967. c. 37 (N.I.). 
(e) 1970. c. 2 (N.I.), 

1$ 
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SCHEDULE 2 

PART I 

Enactments relating to functions transferred fro~ ~e Mi~istry of lIe;ilth and 
. Social Services to the Ministry of Development 

. . 

The Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act 1854(f), section 50; 

The Public Health Acts (Northern Ireland) 1878 to 1971 (including anyenactn:lenj:s 
under which those Acts 'are applied 100 the exercise of fUlictions by sani1:alry 
authorities); 

The HQllsjn~the-W&rJc-ia:g-Glasses-AGt-18~~t:iens-9-an.d-:-10; 

,];B.e-AI*a.1i-ete.-Wttrk.g..,R.-egltl3:t:ien-AcU.906~) ;. 

The Caravans Act (Northern Ireland) 1963(i); 

'J.he-el~t-ENo('}Ft:hem-}reloo.d-)-+964{t); 

The Radioactive Substances Act 1960(k); 

So much of the provisions of any other enactmen.t as conferred functions on 
the Ministry of Health and Social Services for the purposes' of the above

. mentioned enactments; 

Any enactmen.t in force on the trans.fer date which amends oreX!tends any of 
the above-mentioned enactments. 

PART II 

Enactments relating to functions exempted from transfer 

The-J!aWiG-l:lealfu-(Jre1a od) Act 1878(J),..sectiGB&-&t-t0-99;--" 

T~e-Pnbiie-I:Iea!~1J!0la£dt-:A:mendmeni-Aet4-8+9(m},-seCtiQo 4~ 

Ue-Prrb'~ ActS AlTIendmefit""1\:cH-89GEn1;-section..3.2.;. . 

The Public Health Acts Amendment Act 1907{0), Part V; 

IJJe publjc l:I.ea]j;JL..aod Loca!-Govemment (Admmistrative PrOVisions) Act 
(N2!thern Ireland) 1946(p). Parts Is II, llLand N; 

1Jle-,P..uWiG-J=leall!lt--ancl-beeftl--Ge¥e1'lnnent (MisceHaneous P.r~ions)· Act 
(N~e.FB--freiand-)-t%"'2(q), seet:i~d 4; 

The Public Health Act (Northern Ireland) 1967(r): 

The Welfare Services Act (Northern Ireland) 1971 (s); 

So much of the provisions of any other enactment as conferred functions on 
the Ministry of Health and Social Services fox the purpos1eS of the' apove
mentioned enactments; 

Any enactment in force on the transfer date which amends or eX!tends any of the 
above-mentioned enactments. 

(f) 17 & 18 Vict. c. 103, 
(g) 48 & 49. Vict. 0 ... 72. _ ........ . 
(h) 6 Edw. 7. c. 14. 
(i) 1963. c. 17 (N.I.). 
(j) 1964. c. 16 (N.I.). 
(k) 8 &9 EIiz. 2. c. 34. 
(I) 41 & 42 Vict. c. 52. 

(m) 42 & 43 Vict. c. 57. 
.. ._ ... .(n) ... 5~ .&,,5.4 .. yict .... c .. ,59. ___ ._ .................. __ _ 

(0) 7 Edw. 7. ·c. ,5.3. '. ..' ~ i , ; 
(p) 1946. c. 19. ' 
(q) 1962. c. 12. 
(r) 1967. c. 36 (N.!.). 
Cs) 1971. c. 2 (N.J.). 
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SCHEDULE 3 

419 

Enactments relating to functions transferred from the Ministry of Health and 
Social Services to the Ministry of Agriculture 

The Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act 1854(t), section 47; 

The Local Government Board (Ireland) Act 1872(u), section 10; 

The. Public Health (Ireland) Act 1878(v), sections 103 to 106; 

The Markets and Fairs (Weighing of Cattle) Act 1887(w); 

So much of the provisions of any other enactm~nt a~ conferred functions on the. 
Ministi:y of Health and Social Services for the purposes of the above-mentioned 
enactments; . 

Any enactment in force on the transfer date which .amends or extends any of the 
above-mentioned enactments. 

(t) 17 & 18 Vict. c. 103. 
(u) 35 & 36 Vict. c. 69. 
(v) 41 & 42 Vict. c. 52. 
(w) 50 &, 51 Vict. c. 7.-7, 
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SOHEDULE 4 

PART I 

Enactments relating to functions trans red from the Ministry of Development to the 
Minis of Home Affairs 

The Vehicles (Excise) Act (N thern Ireland) 1954(x), and the enactmentsl construed 
as one with that Act; 

Any enactment in £0 ce at the transfer date amending or extending the above
named enactmel) . 

PART 11 

I~nactments relating to functions transferred from the Ministry of Development to the 
Ministry of Agriculture . 

The Inland Navigation Aot (Ireland) 1800(y); 

The Canals (Jr.eland) Act 1816(z); 

So much of the Railway and Canal Traffic Acts 1854 to 1894, as relate to canals; 

~:aeh-e:Hhe-M:i:fl'is1lry-of-TransPt}rt-AeH9'~('aa), as relates .ro caDlt'ls, watetw~ys; 
aDd inland naYigaitionsV 

The Railway and Canal Traffic (Amendment) Act (Northern Ireland) 1930(bb); 

The Canals and Inland Navigation Act (Northern Ireland) 1936(cc); 

~'fie-E>:t ainage aml"":fi'evele.p.ment Act eN orthern Treland)J9.5.Q(.dd1;-s~tien-U;.. 

The Lough Neagh and Lower Bann Drainage and Navigation Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1955(ee), section 15; 

SO"mtlcJ:rm seciron 4 of the Indush'i~s"Bevelel*Bent Act (Northern Ttela.aGj-1.%6(ff), 
as relates to means of communication by inland water; 

Any enactment in force on the transfer date which amends or extends any of the 
above-mentioned enactments. 

(x) 1954. c. 17. 
(y) 40 Geo. 3. c. 51 (Ir.). 
(z) 56 Geo. 3. c. 55. 
(aa) 9 & 10 Geo. 5. c. 50. 
(bb) 20 & 21 Geo. 5. c; 10·tN.I.). 
(cc) 26 Geo. 5 & 1 Edw. 8. c. 12 (N.I.). 
(dd) 1950. c. 15. 
(ce) 1955. c. 15. 
(ff) 1966. c. 36 (N.I.). 
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MINISTRIES OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

SCHEDULE 5 

Modifications of Enactment 

Enactment Modification 

421 

Motor Vehicles and Refus'e (DisP9Sal) 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1969(gg) 

In section 1 (4)(a) for the words "the 
Ministry of Health and Social 
Services" . there shall be substituted 
the words "the Ministry of Develop
ment". 

(gg) 1969. c.,14 (N.I.). 

In section 9(3) for' the words "the 
Ministry of Health and Social 
Services" there shall be substituted 
the words "the Ministry of Develop
ment". 

In section 13(a) the words "the Ministry 
of Health and Social Services or" 
shall be deleted., 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Order, but is intended to 
indicate its general purport.) 

This Order provides for the transfer, with effect from the 1st day of April 
1972, of functions relating to:-

(1) certain road traffic matters from the Ministry of Home Affairs to the 
Ministry of Development; 

(2) certain public and environmental health matters from the Ministry of 
Health and Social Services to the Ministry .of Development and the 
Ministry of Agriculture; 

(3) those vehicle excise matters at present exercised by the Ministry of 
Development to the Ministry of Home Affai!l."sand those inland naviga-· 
tion matters at present exercised by the Ministry of Development to 
the Ministry of Agriculture. 

1972. No. 112 

This Order has been exempted from printing hy the' Statuto[)' Rules Act 
(Norther'D -Irela,nd) 1958. A slimma,ry is given in the List· of Statutory Rules and 
Orders .of.a LocaLCharacter under ,the heading ROADS. . i" 
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