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I, THE RIGHT HONOURABLE WU,LIA;.M VICTOR M'CLEERY, D.L., J:P., 
Minister of Commerce for Norther.ll Ireland, with, the approvaL of the 
Right Honourable Brian Maginess, 'Q.c." Minister of Finance for 
Northern h~lan.d, in exel'cise of the powers conferred upon me by 
the Aid -to Industry Act, (Northern lreland)" 1953, hereby make the 
f<:>l1owing 6rder" that is to say :-:-

1. This Order shall be. cited as th~ Aid to. Industry Order (Northern 
Ireland), 1953.' . , 

2. In this Order unless the Gon:text otherwise requires, the following 
expressions. have the mea,J)ingshereby respectively assigned to them, 
that is to say, :~ , 

''< the Act" 'means the Aid to Industry Act (Northern Ireland) 
, 1953; 
" coal" has the meaning' assigned to it in the Act, namely: 

(a) bituminous coal, . cannel coal, coke, anthracite; and 
(b) manufactured fuel (other than coke) which is carbonised to 

any extent in the process of manufacture and of which any 
of the substances mentioned in paragraph (a) hereof is the 
principal constituent ;. 

" contributions" 'means, the contributions towards, the cost 
incurred in acquiring coal which are authorised by Sub-section 
1 of Section l of the Act; , 

( 

" manufacturing" means making for sale any article or substance 
~i.llcluding the making or repairing of a ship, ve~sel or aircraft) 
or part of any article or substance in the, courseo£ a ttade or 
'btIsiness for the making of which the use of heat derived from 
coal or the use 0£ ma9hinery operated by heat or pow.er derived 
from coal is requited or' used; 

", process connected with manufacture" includes. the ornament
ing', washing, preserving or adapting in the course of a trade or 
business of any manufactured article or 'substance for the pur
pose of making it saleable. 

" person" inchJ.des a limited 'liability coinpany, a corporation 
established by Act of Padiamei1t or' a Local Authority; '. 

" Minister ", means the Minister of Commerce; 
_ H Minist;ry " means the Ministry of COminerce ; 

"electricity consumer" means a person who obtains from an 
elec~ricity undertaking a supply of electdc current for the purpose 
'of a manufacturing processor. for fp,e purpose of a process con-
nected with manufacture ; , 
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" gas consumer" means a p~rs0n wh.o obtains from a gas under
taking a supply of gas for the purpose of a manufacturing process 
or for the purpose of a process connected with manufacture ; 

" registered" means registered by the Ministry .in accordance 
with this Order. 

Registration ' 
3.-(1) The Ministry shall set up and maintain a register ,of ,pel-sons 

for the purposes onhe Act and may, subject to the provisions of this 
Order, register any person who applies for registration and who 

(a) carries on a trade or business consisting of the manufacture 
of goods for sale or of a process ,or procesies cOnhected with 
the m~nufacture of goods for sak, and ' 

(b) has during the twelve months ended 01'1 the thirtieth day" of 
April, 1953, acquired more than fifty tons of coal' solely 
for the purpose of that business'; ': 

provided that a person who nas not acquired fifty toJ.?-s 
of coal during the year ended on the thirtieth day of April, 
1953, and who has' acquired, more than fifty tons'of coal 
during eith.er of the years ended on the thirtieth' day of 
April, 1952 Of the thirtieth day of April, 1951 aTJ.d' who 
satisfies the Minister th~t the nonnal annual consumption 
of coal for the pllrpo~e of the business exceeds fifty tons a 
y:ear, may be regi~tered.' ' , 

(2) A person who cannot be re'gistered underp~ragraph (1) of 
this Article by reason only that he has not acquired fifty tons of coal 
for the purpose of his trade or business in any of tq.e periods spec:ified in 
that paragraph and who satisfies the Minister that; ,,'," 

(a) the business has been commenced or has bt;en sUbstantially 
expanded since the first day of May, 1950,' and that 

(b) the normal annual c(:rnsumption ~f coal f6r the purposes of 
the business exceeds fifty tons, may be registered under 

. this paragraph. " ' . , 
(3) Where a trade or business consists partly of manufacturing 

or a process connected with' manufacture and partly of llnJ other 
operation or process and the Minister is' satisfied; having regard to the 
quantity of coal used for the purpose of 'the respective 'operations 
or processes, that such' other ,operations ,or proces~es are negligible in 
effect he may cause the person carrying on: the mixed trade or business 
to be registered in respect of the whole of his trade or, business ; or 'where 
the Minister is satisfied that the quantity of coal used for ma,nufacturiilg 
and processes connected with manufacture can .be ascertained s~parately 
from the quantity of coal used for the' other operations and ·processes 

, he may cause the person carrying on the mixed trade .or business.to be 
registered in respect of the part of the business which consisrs of 
manufacturing and pro<:essesconnected with manufacture. 

(4) Where a person entitled to 'be regis~ered carries 'on a trade 
or business in two or more premises he may if he so desitesbe registered 
separately in respect of the several, premises. 
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(5)· Consumers of gas or electricity or both shall for the purposes 
of this Order be treated as consuming coal to the extent of the quantity 
of coal required in the production of the gas or electricity so used and 
calculated as in paragraph 6 of this Article. 

(6) For the purpose of determining the eligibility of gas con
sumers and electricity· consumers to registration, the Ministry shall, 
having regard to tl;!.e information furnished by each gas and electricity 
undertaking of its rate of production in relation to its consumption 
of coal, assess an equivalence for that undertaking and the registered 
consumers supplied by it between a ton of coal and a number of cubic 
feet of gas or of units of electricity as the case shall require ; and where 
in the contracts between a gas or electricity undertaking and its consUm
ers there is in operation ,a " coal clause" providing for a variation in 
charges according to variations in the price of coal the equivalence be .. 
tween a ton of coal and the number of cubic feet of gas or units of 
electricity adopted for the purpose of such " coal clause" shall be 
the equivalence for the purpose of this paragraph unless· the Ministry 
otherwise determines. . 

(7) The supply of gas: or electricity taken by a consumer in any 
of the periods mentioned in this Article or in a period or periods for 
which accounts for the supply of gas or electricity are normally furnished 
to him approximating to any such period shall be taken for the purpose 
of the provisions of this Order relating to registration to be equivalent 
to quantities of coal on the equivalence assessed under paragraph (6) 
of this Article for the undertaking by which he. is supplied. 

(8) A Gas or an Electricity undertaking which supplies one 
or more registered persons shall be registered as a gas undertaking 
or an electricity undertaking as the case may be. 

(9) Gas and electricity undertakings shall furnish to the Ministry 
such information' as may be required for the purpose of this Article. 
The Ministry shall furnish to each registered gas and electricity under
taking a list of the registered persons supplied by that undertaking. 

(10) A registered person who does not in any period of two 
consecutive years ending on the 31st March, 30th June, 30th Septem
ber or 31st December in any year acquire as provided in this Article.a 
quantity of coal exceeding 100 tons (or the equivalent supply of coal, 
gas and electricity) shall cease to be registered. The Ministry may 
register a person who has ceased to be registered if the Minister is 
satisfied that that person is norma~ly and necessarily using a quantity of 
coal exceeding 50 tons per year for the purpose of his trade or business 
and that, the other requirements of this Article are fulfilled. 

Contributions 
4.-(1) Contributions may, subject to the provisions of this Order, 

be paid by the Ministry to registered persons; provided that contribu
tions payable to gas consumers and electricity consumers nla.y be paid 
or allowed by way .of rebate by the registered gas or electricity under
taking from which they obtain supply. 
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(2) Contributions shall be calculated at the rate of fifteen 
shillings for each ton of coal acquired on or after the first day of June, 
1953, by a registered person for the purpose of the manufacture or 
process in respect of which he is registered ; 

provided that the coal deemed to have been acquired by a gas or 
electricity undertaking and the rates of contribution payable or allowable 
to gas and electricity undertakings and consumers shall be calculated 
in accordance with paragraph 4 of this Article. 

(3) The first contributions shall be paid in respect of coal 
acquired during the period ending on the thirtieth day of September, 
1953 and thereafter contributions shall be payable in respect of. coal 
acquired during the quarters ending on the 31st. December, 31st 
March, 30th June and 30th September in each year; 

provided that contributions payable by way of rebate to gas and. 
electricity consumers may be paid or allowed in respect of the periods 
for which payment is normally made by them for their supplies and 
that payments on account of contributions may be made from time 
to time to gas and electricity undertakings. 

(4) For the purpose of determining the rates of contribution 
payable to registered gas and electricity undertakings and to gas and 
electricity consumers the Ministry shall, having regard to the inform
ation furnished by each gas and electricity undertaking of its rate of 
production in relation to its consumption of coal, assess an equivalence 
for that undertaking and the registered consumers supplied by it 
between a ton of coal and a number of cubic feet of gas or of units of 
electricity as the case shall require ; and where in the contracts between 
a gas or electricity undertaking and its consumers there is in operation a 
" coal clause" providing for a variation in charges according to varia
tions in the price of coal the equivalence between a ton of coal and the 
number of cubic feet of gas or units of electricity adopted for the pur
pose of such " coal clause" shall be the equivalence for "the purpose 
of this paragraph unless the Ministry otherwise determines. 

(5) The supply of gas or electricity taken by a registered person 
in any period for which accounts for the supply of gas or electricity as. 
the case may be are normally furnished to him commencing after the 
first day of June, 1953 shall be taken for the purpose of the provisions of 
this Order relating to Contributions to be equivalent to quantities of 
coal on the equivalence assessed under paragraph (4) of this Article 
for the undertaking by which he is supplied. 

(6) Contributions payable to a gas consumer or· an electricity 
consumer shall, unless the Ministry otherwise determines, be paid and 
allowed by way of reduction in the charges for gas or electricity made by 
the undertaking by which he is supplied and at a rate calculated by 
applying the equivalence assessed under paragraph (4) of this Article 
for that undertaking to the rate of contribution prescribed in para
·graph (2) of this Article for each ton of coaL 

.1 
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. (7)'Contributionsi:ti respect of .supplies of gas and': dectricity 
taken by registereod persOfis in' periods .endingon or before the 30th 
September, 1953 shall be paid by iheMi):listry to the consumer. 

(8) Coal consumed by a registered gas. and electricity under
taking shall for the purpose of this Order be the equivalent as assessed 
under paragraph (4) of this Article of the gas Or electricity supplied by 
the undertaking to registered persons ; . 

provided that no contribution shall be payable to a gasore1ectricity 
~ndertalcing in respect of any period for which: contributions on gas 
and electricity supplies are paid by the Ministry to· consUmers supplied 
by that undertaking. ' 

(9) Gas and electricity undertakings shall furnish to the Ministry 
such information as may be required for the purpose of this Article. 
The Ministry shall furnish to each registered gas and electricity under
taking, a list of the registered persons, supplied by that undertaking. 

Applications for Registration 
5.~(1) The Ministry shall on 0r before tht; fifteenth day of October, 

1953 cause a notice to be inserted in th~ Belfqst Gazette ~md in news
papers circulating in Northern Ireland, :inviting applications for 
registration under Article 3. . 0 

. (2) Applications for registration shail be made to the Ministry on 
forms to be provided by the Ministry; . 

'provided that no application shall be necessary for the registration 
of a g~s or electricity undertaking. , , 

(3) The forms of application, shall incl~de information re-
lating to : . 

the nature of the applicant's trade or business; 
the location and premises in which the trade or business is 

carried on; 
the quantities of coal acquired and snppliesof gas and 

electricity taken ; 
the number of persons employed;. ' 
the measures taken to ensure eCQ!lomY'in the 'lise of fuel or 

power, and such other information as the Minister may 
reasonably require for the purpose of the Order. 

, (4) Where in any factory or plant in respect of which application 
for registration is made any trade 01' process other than manufacture is 
carried on, the applicant shall, before registration, furnish such in
formation to the Ministry as may be necessary either : 

Q 

(1) to satisfy the Minister that the consumption of co/aI, gas and 
electric current in such other trade or process is so small. 
that it may properly be disregarded; or 

(2) to enable the consumption of coal, gas" and ele~tric current 
in manufacture -to be distinguished from the consumption 
in the other trade or process, with a sufficient degree Of 
accuracy t6 satisfy the Minister, and in the latter event, the 
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registel~~d person shall, in all cla,ims, for contribution, so 
distinguish the' ~oal, gas and electric .. c'Qrrent' a,cquiredoJ! 
taken by him in' respect of that factoty or plant, 

(5) The information furnished in any Application for R()gistra
tionshall be authenticated by a certificate signed by'the applicant or 
if the applicant isa limited company; 'fie corporation established by Act 
of Parliament or a local authority by an officer-duly autnorisedto act 
for the applicant. 

Keeping of Records 
6. Every reg~stered person and .every registered gas and electri~ity 

undertaking shall keep such records as may be required by the Ministry 
and shall delive~· up to the Ministry sl1ch docllments as may be neces
s~ry' in verification of any application for payment of contributions. 

Fuel Efficiency .. 
·1: Where it appears to the Minister that proper economy is not 

being exercised in the. :use of coal, gas or electricity, contributions 
may be withheld or reduced or the registration revoked; , 

. provided that where the Minister is satisfied that a reduction in 
consumption haS been brought about by any specific improvement 
in the method of utilisation he may cause the registration to be ,continued 
for such period as .he may GOl1s,ider appropriate. . . . . 

Information in Registers 
'S. Information received from applicants other than the names and 

addresses of the registered consumers' will not be disclosed. 

9. shouici ~ny person on the, register be convicted df an offence 
. under the Act or if he shall fail to comply with the terms of this Order, 

his regi,stration ~hall thetetJpon be de~med to be revoked bllt may be 
restored if the Minister so directs. . 

10. This Order shall come into operation forthwith. 

Given under my hand: this second day of October, one thousand 
nine hundred and fifty three. 

W. V. McCleery, 
Minister of Commerce for Northern ireland. 

I, THE RIGHT HONOURABLE BRIAN MAGINESS, Q.C., Minister of Finance 
for Northern Ireland, hereby signify my approval of the foregoing 
Order. . 

Given under my hand this fifth day of October) one thousand 
nine' hundred and fifty three. . 

Brian Maginess, 
Minister of Finance for No~therl1 Ireland 
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