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Procedure. 
THE PLANNING SCHEMES (PROCEDURE) REGULATIONS (NOR'rHERN 

IRELAND), 1931, DATED 18TH .'DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1931, 
MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS UNDER SECTION 
44 OF THE PLANNING AND HOUSING ACT (N ORTHERN 
IRELAND), 1931 (21 & 22 GEO. 5, C. 12). 

1931. No. 126. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs in exercise of the powers vested 
in it by Section 44 of the Plamring and Housing Acit '(Northern 
Ireland), 1931, hereby makes the following Regulations :-

Title and Interpretation. 

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Planning Schemes 
{ProcedlU'e) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1931. 

2.-(1) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise 
re.quires :-

" The l\finistry" means the Ministry of Home Affairs ; 
"Interested Local Authority" means any Local Authority 

b or other public body (including the council of any rlU'al 
district) interested in the land proposed to be included in the 
scheme or the whole or any part of whose area is proposed to 
be included in the scheme; 

It 

"Map" means a map on a scale of not less than 25 inches 
to the mile or such smaller scale as the l\finister may in any 
particular case approve, and jncludes a plan or a series of 
maps or plans; 

"Owners" has the same meaning as in the Lands Clauses 
Acts, but does not include persons holding or entitled to the 
rents and profits of land or premises lillder any lease or 
agreement the lillexpired portion whereof is less than three 
years; 

"Prescribed person" means :-
(a) any owner of land included or proposed to be included 

in a planni.ng scheme; 
(b) any interested Local Authority; 
(c) the Ministry of Finance, where a planning scheme 

includes any land situate within the prescribed distance 
from the Hmsborough Estate or the Stormont Estate; 

(d) the Ministry of Commerce, where a planning scheme 
provides for the inclusion of any land on which any 
railways, tramways, or light railways are constructed 
or are authorised to be constructed. 

" Advertisement" means an advertisement published at 
least once during each of two successive weeks in a newspaper 
or newspapers Girculating in the area 9f th~ Local Authority. 



266 PLANNING SCHEMES 

(2) The Interpretation A~t, ISS9, (a) as applied to Northern 
Ireland by the Interpretation Act" 1921, (b) sha.ll ap'ply t() the 
interptetationof these Regulations as it applies to the intet'preta­
t.ion of !),n Act of Parliament. 

Resolution to Prepare' Planni'f?g. Scheme. 
3.-(1) The resoh;l.tion of a Local Authority deciding to prepare 

or adopt a planning scheme shall define the a,rea of the proposed 
scheme by reference to a ma,p (hereinafter called" Map No.1") 
shqwing by means of boundary lines defined in colour or otherwise 
the area of the land to which the resolution applies. ' 

(2) The Local Authority shall as soon as, may be after passing 
the resolution give :p.otice thereof by advertisement and shall 
:include:in. the notice a statement that Map No.1 or a copy thereof 
will be opeJ1. for ·inspection at a specified place or places, and 
that any suggestions for the inclusion or exclusion of any lands in 
or from the area of the proposed scheme may be sent in writing to 
the Local Authority within a specified period not being less than 
twenty-one days from the date of the first advertisement: 

(3) A ,certified copy of the resolution and of Map No.1 and 
of each advertisement shaH be sent as so.on as may he by the 
LQcal Aq.thQrity to the Ministry, together with the ·documents q. 

an!1 flllI 'particulars0.f the matters specified in the First Sc"hecl!ule 
tQ th(3se Regulations. 

(4) A certified copy of ·the resolution shall be sent to any in­
terested Local Auth.ority, and, if they s.o require, of Map No, I, 
ora map on a scale of 6 inches to the mile certified to show 
accurately the area of the land to which the resolution applies. 

(5) Where the authorisation of the Ministry is reqwred -to the 
making of a planning scheme, the Local Authority shall, as sooh . 
~s may be after the' date of suqh authorisation, .give notic(3 'by 
a<ivertisement that the 1\'tinistry has authorised the malring 'of 
a planning scheme. . 

(6) The date 0] the notice of a resolution of a Local Authority to 
prepare or adopt a planning scheme, or the date of a notice that 
the Miriistry has authorised a plannin:g scheme to be made, shall 
be deemed to be the date of the mst advertisement of such 
resolution or authorisation issued by the Loc!)'l Authority in 
pursuance of this Article. 

Preliminary Statement ot Pmposals tor Development or 
Re-aevelopment. ' 

4.-(1) Within a period 9f six months f,rom the,l;iate of ~ 
resolution deciding to p.:re,paJ,'e oJ,'?>dopt a planning sClleme, the 
Local Authority shall prepare and adopt by resolution a pre­
liminary statemen:t of proposals for l;iev(3lopment or re-develop-

:(a) 5-23 V. c. 63. , (b) 12 Geo. 5, c. 4rN.I.J~ . 



Procedure 267 

ment (hereinafter called "the preliminary statement"), and 
shall for that purpose take into con~ideration any representations 
in writing made by persons interested or by any interested 
Local Authority with respect to the area of the proposed 
scheme or otherwise with respect to the development or re-
development of the area. . 

(2) The preliminary statement shall contain particulars of the 
matters specified in the Second Schedule to these Regulations and 
shall refer to a map (hereinafter called" Map No.2") showing 
by means of bOlmdary lines defined in colour or othell'wise the 
area to be included and illustrating, so far as possible, the said 
particulars. 

5.-(1) The Local Authority shall, before adoptjng a pre­
liminary statement by resolution, give notice of their intention 
so ~o do by advertisement and shall take such other steps as 
they may think fit by means of public posters or otherwise to 
bring their intention to the notice of persons interested. 

(2) The said notice or other public announcement shaill include 
a statement that a draft of the preliminary statement proposed 
to be adopteq. and a map illustrating the particulars in th~. 
draft preliininary statement will be open for inspection at !L 
specified place' or places, and that any objections or representa­
tions with regard to the draft statement may be sent in writing 
to the Loc~l Authority within a specified period not being less 
than twenty-one days from the date of the first advertisement, 

(3) The Local Authority shall send to any interested Local 
Authority the draft of the preJiminary statement, and, if so 
required by them, a map of so much of the land as is situate in 
the area of that Authority, illustrating the particulars in the 
draft statement so far as it relates to that land. 

(4) The Local Authority shall take into consideration any 
objections and representations in writing which they may receive 
within the period specified under paragraph (2) of thii3 Article, 
and shall take such steps as they may think necessary by means 
of conferep.ces or otherwise to secure so far as may be possible 
the agreement and co-operation of persons interested. 

6.-(1) As soon as may be after the passing of a resolution 
adopting a preliminary statement the Local Authority shalJsend 
to the Ministry a certified copy of- . 

(a) the resolution, the preliminary statement and Map 
No.2; 

(b) ea,ch advertisement or other public announcement l 
(c) any objections or representations in writing received by 

t4e Local Authority which have not been removed or 
met in' the preliminary statement adopted; 

(d) particulars of the matters specified in the Third 
.Schedule to these Regulations. 
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(2) Where any land to which the resolution deciding to pre­
pare a planning scheme applied is not included in the land 
'to which the preliminary statement relates, the Local Authority 
,shall notify the fact thereof to the owner of such land. 

7.-(1) The Ministry shall thereupon take, the preliminary 
statement into consideration and shall notify the Local Authority 
that the statement has been approved or disapproved, as the case 
may be, or that it has been approved with modifications, pro-: 
vided that any such approval shall be without prejudice to any 
provisions of the planning scheme to be submitted by the Local 
Authority to the Ministry as hereinafter mentioned or to the 
approval or disapproval by the Ministry of that scheme. 

(2) Where the Ministry notifies the Local Authority that the 
preliminary statement has been disapproved, the Local Authority, 
shall, within three months from the date of such notification, 
prepare and adopt by resolution another preliminary statement, 
and the provisions of this and the two preceding Articles shall, 
with the necessary modifications, apply to such further statement. 

S. The Local Authority shall as soon as may be after the 
receipt of a notification from the Ministry approving the pre­
liminary statement with or without modifications give notice 
thereof by advertisement, and shall include in the notice 'a state­
ment that a print of the preliminary statement and Map No.2, 
as approved by the Ministry, will be open for inspection at a 
specified place or places, and that the Local Authority propose to 
proceed forthwith with the preparation of the planning scheme for 
submission in due course to the Ministry. 

Preparation ot Planning Scheme. 
9.-(1) A draft of the planning scheme (hereinafter called 

"the draft scheme") shall be adopted by resolution of the 
Local Authority not later than twelve months after the date of 
the approval by the Ministry of the preliminary statement. 

(2) The draft scheme shall refer to a map (hereinafter called 
<t Map No.3") showing by means of boundary lines defined in 
colour or otherwise the area included in the scheme, and illus­
trating such particulars and details in relation thereto as can, 
conveniently be indicated by reference letters, numbers, distin­
guishing colours or otherwise, and more particularly the matters, 
specified in the Fourth Schedule to these Regulations. 

10.-(1) The Local Authority by whom a resolution has been 
passed adopting a draft scheme shall forthwith give notice 
thereof by advertisement and shall include in the notice a state­
ment that a print of the draft scheme and Map No.3, or 'a certi­
:ned copy thereof, will be open for inspection at a specified place 
,or places, and that any interested. Local Authority or other person 
desiring, to object or make representations with.respect to the 
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draft scheme 'or any part thereof may send the representations. 
~.. or objections in Writing to the Local Authority within a specified. 

period not being less than four weeks from the date of ~he first 
advertisement. 

(2) The Local Authority shall as soon as may be after the 
passing of the resolution adopting the draft scheme, in addition 
to the publication of the said advertisement, serve a notice in 
the same terms on the prescribed persons . 

. (3) A certified copy of the resolution and of each advertise­
ment together with a certified copy of the draft scheme and of 
Map No.3, shall be sent forthwith by the Local Authority to 
the Ministry. 

11. The Local Authority shaH take into consideration all 
objections and representations in writing received by them within. 
the'period specified under paragraph (1) of Article' 10, .and shall 
give full opportunity to any interested Local Authority and to­
persons making such objections or representations, including' 
persons representing architectural or archreological societies or­
otherwise interested in the amenities of the scheme, to be he~rd. 
in such manner as. the circumstances and the justice of the case 
may requir~ .. 

Submission of Planning Scheme to Ministry. 

12.~(1) The Local Authority shall within six months from the 
date of the resolution adopting the iliaft scheme pass a resolution 
finany approving the scheme with or without modifications and 
directing that the scheme as approved by them and the map to 
which the said scheme refers (hereinafter called" Map No.4") 
shall be sealed with· the seal of the Local Authority and sub-
mitted to the Ministry for approval: . 

Provided that if the map required by tIns Article to be sealed 
is identical in all respects with the Map No. 3 prepared in 
accordance with Article 10 hereof, the last-mentioned Map,.if the 
Local Authority think· fit, may with the consent of the Ministry 
be used for the purposes of this Article, but if so useGl it shall be 
marked as Map No.4 in addition tc;:> being marked as Map No.3', 

(2) The Local Authority shall as soon as may be thereafter 
subniit Ii sealed duplicate of the scheme and of Map No.4 to the 
'Ministry for approval, together with the documents' 'and in­
formation' specified in the Fifth Schedule to these Regula­
tions, and shall send to the Ministry copies of all objections and. 
representations in writing received by them which have not'peen 
removed or met in the sch-eme. . ' 

; (3)· A print of the scheme shall be sent by the Local Authority 
to every interested Local Authority. 
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, 13.--(1) A Local Authority who have submitted a scheme to 
the Ministry for approval shall forthwith give notice thereof 
by advertisement, and shall include in the notice a statement 
that a print of the scheme submitted and Map No.4, or a certi­
fied copy thereof, will be open for inspection at a specified place 
or' places, and that any objections, or representations relating 
thereto shall be sent in writing to the Mi:nistry within a period 
of not less than twenty-one days from the date of the first adver' 
tisement. 

(2) A certified copy of each advertisement shall be sent to the 
,J\finistry as soon as may be after the pUblication thereof. 

14.(1) If any objection has been made to the Scheme and not 
withdrawn, the Ministry shall, before taking ,the scheme into 
{}onsideration, cause a public local inquiry to be held at which any 
Local Authority or persons interested in or affected by the scheme 
may be heard, and shall cause a report of such inquiry to be 
made to it. 

(2) The Ministry shall, after duly considering the scheme and 
the said report, notify the Local Authority of its intention to 
approve or disapprove the scheme, as the case may be, or to 
approve it with modifications. 

(3) Where the Ministry notifies the Local Authority that 
the scheme has been disapproved, the Local Authority shall, 

, within six months from the date of such notification, prepare and 
adopt by resolution another scheme, and the provisions of ArtIcles 
'9 to 13 inclusive and of this Article shall, with the necessary 
m()difications, apply to such further scheme., 

15.~(1) The Local Authority shall, on receipt of a notifiea-' 
tion from the Ministry approving a scheme with or without 
modifications, forthwtth give notice thereof by advertisement 
and shall include in the notice a statement that a print of the 
scheme in the form in which the Ministry has notified its intention 
to approve it may be inspected at a specified piace or places. , 

(2) The Local Authority shall in addition to the pUblication 
by' advertisement as aforesaid serve a notice upon the oWIiers of 
the land included in the scheme and upon any interested Local 
Authority to the like effect, but including also a statement that 
any owner or interested Local Authority desiring to object to the 
approval of the scheme by the Ministry may within twenty-one 
days from the date of the service of the notice send any objections 
or representations in writing with the grollnds thereof to the 
Ministry. 

(3) The Local Authority shall send to the Ministry aertified 
copies of the said notice and of each advertisement. 
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Appro.val of Scheme by Ministry. 

16.-(1) The Ministry shall take into consideration any objec­
tions 01' representations so received by it and shall thereafter 
by Order finally approve the scheme With or without modifica­
tions and shall notify the Local Authority accordingly. 

(2) The Local Authority shall, on receipt of the Order of the 
Ministry approving the scheme, forthwith give notice by advertise­
ment in the form set out in the Sixth Schedule to these Regulations 
and shall serve a like notice upon the prescribed persons and upon 
any other person who, having given notice to the Ministry of his 
Dbjection to the scheme, appeared at a public local inquiry in 
support of his objection. 

(3) A certified copy of each advertisement shall be sent by the 
Local Authority to ·the Ministry. 

Supplemental. 

17. A Local Authority may, if they think fit; adopt by resolu­
tion a draft scheme within the period prescribed by these 
Regulations for t:q.e adoption by resolution. of a preliminary 
statement, and jn that case the draft scheme shall, if the Ministry 
so directs, be substituted for the preliminary statement, and these 
Regulations shall apply accordingly with siIch modifications as, 
in the circumstances of the case, the Ministry may direct, . 

18.-(1) The :Ministry may if it think fit in any particular 
case, and subject to such conditions as may be imposed extend the 
period during which anything is requited to be done under these 
Regulations, or dispense with any of the requirements of these 
Regulations, other than requirements· made obligatory by any 
Statute, provided that it is satisfied that there is reasonable 
cause for SUCll extension or dispensation and that the interests 
Df any person will not be prejudiced thereby. 

(2) The Local Authority may, if they trunk fit and subject to 
osuch conditions as th~y may jmpose, extend the time during 
which any suggestions, objections, or representations in writing 
may be sent to the Authority under the provisions of Articles 
.3, 5 and 10 of these Regulations. 

19. A Local Authority shall furnish the Ministry with all 
such further information or particulars as the Ministry may from 

-'time to time retJ. uil'e·. 

20. All maps, documents and notices deposited for inspection 
under these Regulations shall be available for inspection at all 
reasonabl~ hours and without payment of any fee. 
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21. A notice requited· to be' served in pursuance of these 
Regulations shall b!'l served:-, 

(a) . by:d.elivery of the same personally to the person required 
to be served, or, if such person is absent abroad <?r 
cannot be found, to his agent; or 

(b) by leaving the same at the usual or last known place of 
aboue of such person as aforesai.d ;or 

(c) by post aq.dress.ed to the usual or last known place of 
abode of such person; or 

(d) in the case of a notice required to be served on a Local 
Authority or corporate body or company, by deliver­
ing the same to the clerk or secretary or leaving the 
same at his office with some person employed there, 
or by post addressed to such clerk or secretary at his 
office: . ' . 

Provided that if the owner of any land is not known to and 
after reasonable inquiry canhot be found by the Local Authority, 
than the notice may be served by leaving it,addressed to the 
owner, With some occ"!lpier of the land, or, if there be not an 
occupier, then by causing it to be put up on some part of th~ 
land or in some conspicuous place in the immediate neighbour':' 
hood thereof. ' 

Provided also that an accidental omission to serve a notice 
required under these Regulations shall not render any proceed­
ings thereunder invalid. 

First Schedule. 

DOOUMENTS .AND PARTICULARS TO BE SENT TO THE M:rm:STRY OF HOME AFFAIR,S 
AFTER THE PASSING OF A RESOLUTION DEOIDING TO· PREPARE A PLANNING 
·SOHEME. '. ' 

(1) Documents required under Axticle 3 (3) of these Regulations. 
(2) Copies of all suggestions received by the Local Authority under Article 3. 
(3) Information, in the form required by the Ministry, as to the responsible 

authority under the scheme'; the acreage and general character and development 
of the area; 'and the inclusion of any Crown Land. 

Second Schedule. 

PARTICULARS TO BE'INOLUDED IN THE PRELIMINARY STATEMENT OF PROPOSALS 
, FOR DEVELOPMEN:r OR RE-DEVELOPlIIENT •. 

(1) Axea to be included in the planning scheme (to be defined by the inner 
edge of a boundary line shown on Map No.2). * 

(2) (a) The principal new streets or roads which it is proposed shall be made 
as part o~ the sclieme, ·with thejr position, and any proposed widenings of any 
existing streets or roads. . 

• The following particulars are also to be shown on Map No. 2 :~ 
(a) Existing main roads; . 
(b) Roads in charge of Local Authorities; 
(0) Roads or footwiys ovei' "hich the public have a right of way; 
(d) Land already 'bl!i1t upon withill the area. of the scheme or in the immediate 

, • neighbourhood thereof, distinguishing factories; 
(e) Railways. tramways. or Iigl\t railways constructed or 'authorised to be constructed 

within the area 'Of the scheme 'or'in the immediate neighbourhood thereof. . 
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_ (b) l3uilding lines or spaces about buildings proposed to be prescribed in 
relation to the principal new streets or wideniri.gs. . 
- (0) Buildings or other works which it is proposed to' remove, pull down, or 
alter. . 

(3) Roads, streets, or ways which it is proposed to stop up or divert, and any 
. restrictions proposed of the number of subsidiary roads, leadmg off main roads .. 

(4) Restrictions proposed, and the areas to which the several restrictions are 
·to apply, as regards- '. 

(a) character and user of buildings' to be erected, and the user of existing 
buildings (e.g., whether dwelling-houses, public buildings, business 
premises, factories or workshops for light industries, or factories or 
workshops for heavy industries, or partly one class of building and 
partly another); 

(b) density of buildings (that is, number of dwelling-houses to the acre, 
and proportion of site.to be covered by buildings); 

(c) height of buildings ; 
. (d) standard of net annual value of buildings. 
The proposed restrictions and the areas to which they are to apply (as well 

as open spaces or other areas not to be built up<;m: see next clause) should be 
shown by distinctive colo1;1rs or hatchii).gs on Map No.2 .. 

(5) Areas proposed to be reserved for open spaces or other a,reas not. to be 
built upon. . 

Third Schedule. 

MATTERS WHEREOF PARTICULARS ARE TO BE SENT TO THE MINISTRY IN OON- .Artlole 6. 
NEOTION WITH AN APPLICATION FO.R APPROVAL OF A PRELIMINARY STATE_ 

MENT. 

(1) Documents required under Article 6 (1) (a), (b) and (c) of these Regulations. 
(2) Particul,ars, in the form required by the Ministry,respectmg lands in the 

possession of Local Authorities, housing schemes, and ancient monuments in the 
a·rea. . 

FOU1·th Schedule. 

. MATTERS WHEREOF PARTICULARS AND DETAILS ARE TO BE SHOWN ON MAl' No.3. 
(1) The area included in the draft scheme (to be defined by ·the inner edge 

of a boundary line shown on .the map). . 
(2) (a) New streets, and widenings of any existing streets or roads, pro­

posed to be made as part of the scheme. 
(b) Building lines or 'spaces about l;mildings proposed to be prescribed. 
(c) 'Buildings or other works which it is proposed to remove, pull down, 

or alter. . . . 
(3) Particulars required under paragraphs (3), (4) and (5) of the Second 

Schedule .. As regards areas not to be built upon, the purposes for which they are 
to be reserved should be indicated. . 

Fifth Schedule. 

Ar~lclo 9 • 

DOOUMENTS AND PARTICULARS TO BE SENT TO THE MINISTRY IN OONNEOTION WITH Article 12. 
. TilE SUBMISSION OF A PLANNING SOHEME FOR ApPROVAL .•. _ . 

. (I) Documents required under Article 12 (2) of. these Regulations'. 
(2) .Six prints bf the scheme and a certified copy of the resohition directing 

that the schemebe.submitted to the Miuistry for approvaL 
(3) A map on a scale of not less than 25 inches to the mile (to be marked and 

known as" M!1P No.5") showing tEe area of the land included in the scheme E10 
divided as to indicate as nearly as may be the portions of the land belonging to' 
different oWners, and showing as regards each parcel of land by reference to a list 
of owners the name of the owner thereof. . 
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(4) A list of all local Act~,prqvisionai orders, b.ye~laws or ~eguia~ions. in 
force in the area of. any Local Authority any pa).'t of whdse distl-ict ~s i.~cluded 
in the scheme, and copies of those which contain any provisions affecting the 
scheme,with references thereto. 

(5) Pa:rtic)llars, in ~he form reqtiirep. by .the :M:ini~try,of proposed.acq:uisition 
pf land by Loc!11 Authoriti~s lJ.llderthe scheme;. of. works to 1;5e executed.; 6f 
buildings or other works which it is proposed to remove, pull down or 8.1£er; 
of.any ep.ac~ments or other provisions which it is proposed to .sl1spen.d, with the 
rea!!ons for the proposa~s; of the estimated cost oi.'c{l>rrying out the:scheme; and 
of the acreage, population, net annual value, rateable value, etc., of the districts 
concerned. 

Sixth SiJh¢ule . 

. FORM OF ADVERTISEMENT OF PLANNING SOHEME .<tl'PR'OVED BY THE l\hNISTRY. 

The Planning and HOU8'ing Act (Northem I1'eland), H1Si. 

(1) ................................................................................................... , .................... :Scheme. 

Notice is hereby given that the Ministry of Home Affairs, in pursuance of the 
powers vested in it by the Planning !1nd Housing Act (Northern Ireland), 1931, 
on the ................................................................ , approved (with modifications) (2) 
(subject to conditions) a planning scheme submitted to it by the (3) ...................... .. 
.............................................................................................................. ; ................. entitled 
the (1) ...................................... : ............... ; ................ ,'Scheme .. 

Copief! of t4e above-mention~d schema and of the map and plans refa!-,red to 
therein have been deposited (l>t ................................................................................ and 
may be seen at all rea~onable hours. 

The scheme will become operative at' the expiration of six weeks from the date 
of this advertisement, but if proceedings in the Supreme 'Court are instituted 
within that period by an aggrieved persoii who is d6'sirous of questioning the 
validity of the scheme the Court may, if satisfied that the scheme is not within 
the powers of the Act, 01' that the interests of the applicant have been sub­
stantially prejudiced by any requiremenn of the Act not having been complied 
with; qu,ash the scheme either generally or in so far as it affects 'any pro.perty of 
the applicant. 

. Dated this ........................ day of.. ............... : .... ; .......... : ............. ; ....... : ..... 19 ...... . 

Signature of Clerk o~ Local Authority. 

Difectidhs fiJI' filling upthi .• form. 

(i) Here insert short title of scheme. 
(2) Delete words not required. 
(3) Description of local authority. 

Given uhder· the Official Seai of the Miilistry' of Home 
. Affaii<s this .18th ~ay Of Noyetirb'et, in the year 

One thousand nine hundr~d 8ind .thii!ty~one. 

(L.S.) 'D. L. tftark'e, " 
Assistail tSe?retary .. , 


