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School Attendance. 

MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, NORTHERN IRELAND, 
UJ)[DER PART VI, SECTIONS 30 TO 35, Ol!' THE EDUCATION 
ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1923. 

1926. No. 50. 

WHEREAS by Section 30 of the Education Act (Northern Ire­
land), 1923, (in these Regulations referred to as "the Act "), it is 
enacted that the parent of every child between the ages of six and 
fourteen, or, if a bye-law made by the Education Authority and 
confirmed in accordance with the Act so prescribes, between the 
ages of five and fourteen, shall cause the child to attend school 
during such number of days in the y~ar, and for such time on each 
day of attendance, as are prescribed by regulations made by the 
Ministry of Education for Northern Ireland (in these Regulations 
ref~rred to as " the Ministry") except in so far as the said section 
otherwise provides ; . 

And whereas by sub-section (I) of Section 99 of the Act it is 
enacted that the Ministry may make all such regulations as are 
required to be made by it under the Act, or as appear to the Min­
istry to be necessary or proper for giving full effect to the Act; 
and any such regulation shall, except as in the said Section pro­
vided, have effect as if enacted;in the Act, 1?ut may be varied or 
revoked by a subsequent regulation; 

And whereas by sub-section (3) of Section 99 of the Act it is 
enacted that regulations made by the Ministry, other than regula­
tions to which sub-section (2) of that section applies, shall be laid 
before both Houses of Parliament as soon as may be after they are 
made, and, if an address is presented to the Governor of Northern 
Ireland by either of those Houses within the number of days . 
prescribed in the said section (as amended by the Rules Publi­
cation Act (Northern Ireland), 1925), praying that the Regu­
lations may be annulled, the said Governor may thereupon by 
Order in Council annul the same, and the regulations so annulled 
shall forthwith become void, but without prejudice to the validity 
of anything which in the meantime may have been done thereunder; 

NOW THEREFORE, the Ministry, in exercise of the powers 
hereinbefore menti?ned and all other powers thereunto enabling, 
hereby makes the following Regulations :-

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Education (School 
Attendance) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1926. 

2. (a) In these Regulations expressions to which a meaning is 
assigned by the Act shall have the same meaning .. 

(b) The Interpretation Act, 1921, (12Geo. 5,c. 4), applies for the. 
purpose of the interpretation of these Regulations as it applies for 
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the purpose of the interpretation of an Act of the Parliament of 
Northern Ireland. 

3. For the purposes of the provisions of the Act relating to 
School Attendance the Regulations following shall have effect. 

4. It shall be the duty of the parent of every child, so soon as the 
child attains the age prescribed for school attendance in accord­
ance with the provisions of Sections 30 and 34 of the Act, to cause 
him or her to attend a public elementary school or other school 
recognised by the Ministry as efficient, unless he shall furnish 
evidence reasonably sufficient to satisfy the Education Authority 
that such child has been exempted from such attendance or that 
there is reasonable excuse for its non-attendance within the mean­
ing of Section 30 of the Act. 

5. (a) The number of days in the year during which th.e parent 
of any child of school age shall cause his child to attend school 
shall be 260 school days; provided that, on any school day on 
which any school shall not be in operation, every pupil enrolled 
and ordinarily in attendance thereat shall for the purposes of these 
Regulations 'be deemed to have made an attendance. The ex­
pression, " School d~ys" as in these ttegulations employed shall 
not include a Saturday or Sunday. . 

(b) The time for which the parent of any child aforesaid shall 
cause such child to attend school on each of the days aforf.said 
shall be not less than 3 hours of secular instruction for pupils of 9 
years of age and under and not less than 4 hours of secular in­
struction in the case of pupils over 9 years of age; Provided that 
in any case where it is permissible for a pupil on any day on 
which the school is in operation to attend' during school hours 
at any place for any purpose approved by the Ministry the time 

. occupied in making such attendance shall'count for the purposes 
of these Regulations. 

(c) An Attendance for the purposes of these Regulations may be 
completed in one or two sessions on the same day apcording as the. 
arrangements of each particular school may enable or provide. 

. x 

(d) A Year for the purposes of these regulations shall in the case . 
of public elementary schools commence on the 1st July and end on 
the 30th June following, and in the case of all other schools com­
mence on the 1st August and end on the 31st July follomng. 

6. The principal teach!3r or headmaster of every school at 
which children of school age are in attendance shall at least two 
weeks before the termination of each year aforesaid prepare in 
duplicate a Table for the next ensuing year in accordance with 
Form S.A. 1 in the Schedule hereto, both of which Tables shall 
be signed by the principal teacher or' headmaster and counter­
signed by, or· 'with the authority of the manager or the governors 
of the school. One copy thereof shall, within the time aforesaid, 
be transmitted to the· Education' Authority and the other shall 
be exhibited in a prominent position in the school and s1;lall be 
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open for inspection at all reasonable times by a parent of any 
pupil, and such parent sl;J.aU be entitled to m.ake extracts therefram. 

7. The parent of every child shall wheJ). the child is being en-' 
rolled in any schaal furnish to the principal teacher thereof 
a Registrar's certificate or other satisfactory dooumentary ev.i-.' 
denceof the dateo! the child's birth .. 

The said teacher shall preserve. and retain possession of .this 
certificate or other documentary evidence so long as the child is in 
attendance at the school and shall permit any accredited 'Officer of 
the Education Authority at all reasonable times to inspect such 
documents; 

Provided that he shall d1.li.'ing such period allow the Education 
Autharity tD have .pDssessiDn thereDf jf required fDr purpDses 'Of 

prDceedings under; th~ Act fDr such time as may be necessary far 
such purpDses ; and shall also return such certificate 'Or dDcuments 
to the parent when the child is leaving the school. . 

8. (~) A bye~law, made by an EducatiDn AuthDrity and .con­
firmed in accDrdance with the provisions 'Of the Act, altering the 
age limit for SChDDl attendance as prQvided in sub-section I of 
SectiDn 30 of the Act, shall be published by advertisement or 
'Otherwise as may be deemed by the Education AuthDrity to be 
mDst effective far bringing such bye-law to the knawledge of all 
whom it ma.y· cancern. 

(b) No such bye'-law shall came intD DperatiDn at a date earlier 
than six mDnths frDm; the da.te On which it is made. 

(c) A CDPY of every such bye-law shall be supplied by the Educa­
tion Authority to the manager and principal teacher 'Of every 
schoDl in the educatiDnarea concerned at which children afschDal 
age' are in attendance. . 

9. Every Warning and every Summans to appear befDre au 
EducatiDn Authority specified in Section 32 Of the Act shall be 
according tD FDrms S.A.2 and S.A.3 respectively in the Schedule 
hereto, or such other forms as m.ay be approved by the Ministry. 

10. All reasDnable informatian respecting children who are re­
quired by the Act to attend schaol and who may be attending 
SChDDl within an educa.tion area shall be· supplied by the EducatiDn 
Authority 'Of that area tD the EducatiDn AuthDrity 'Of any other 
area, pravided that such infDrmation is required for the purpDse of 
enforcing the provisions 'Of the Act relating tD school attendance. 

11. Every schoDlattendance officer shall; for the purpDse of the 
perfarmance of his duties under the Act; be entitled at all reaSDn­
able tim~s to inspect and make extracts from the RDll BDDks and 
Registers of any SChDDl at which· children 'Of SChODl age are in 
attendance within the educatiDn area of which he is an officer. 

12. The certificate of attendance which the head teacher 'Of any 
school recDgnised by the Mini&try is required under the provisions 
'Of SectiDn 35 'Of the Act to issue tD t1!.e pare:p.t 'Of a child who is 
being remDved fram the schoal sha.ll be a.ccording t6 Form S.A.4 in' 
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the Schedule hereto, or in such other form as may be approved hy 
the Ministry. 
>. 13. The principal teacher of every school shall when required by 

.' the Education Authority for the purpose of proceedings under the 
Act furnish a certificate under his own hand stating, as may be 
required, whether or not a:p.y particular child of school age is or is 
not attending that school, and, if so required, stating the particu­
lars of the attendance of·any such child at that school. 

14. In case of doubt or dispute as .to the meaning or effect of 
these Regulations the decision of the Ministry thereon shall be 
final. 

15. Regulation 6 hereof shall come into operation' forthwith 
and the remainder of these regulations shall come into ,operation 
on the 1st July, 1926, in the case of public elementary schools 
and in the case of all other schools on the 1st August, '1926. The. 
Regulations dated the 20th May, 1924 (Statutory Eules and Orders 
of'Northe!n Ireland, 1924, No. 43), shall be and are hereby re­
pealed to the necessary extent as and from the dates afo~esaid. 

Given under the Seal of the Ministry of Education for 
Northern Ireland this 21st day of May, 1926. 

(L.S.) (Signed)' . L. M'Quibban, 

SCHEDULE 
Secretary. 

FORM S.A.I. 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, NORTHERN IRELAND. 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 
[EDUCATION ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1923J. 

School ....................... ~ .............. _ ................ Roll No. (FOr PS~~!~I~~~;~t .. ry) ..................... . 
Year, 1st ............................................ _ ...... 192, ....... to .................................... 192 ...... .. 

1. POSSIBLE NUMBER OF SCHOOL DAYS No: of days. 
(i.e., ever:! day, exclusive of Saturday and I-~--__ ..:,.··_·_ 
:sunday, in each week throughout the year) 

2. (a) VA OATIONS, reckoning School Days only: 
Christm1!-s ................................................................ i------'----
Easter .................................................................... I __ ~ _____ _ 
Other Vacations (statt:l month or months) ...... .. 

(b) OTHER lIOLIDAYS OR CLOSINGS, 
reckoning School Days only (give dates) 

Total number of days of closing for any cause 
(exclusive of Saturdays and SUlidays). 

3. TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS ON WHICH THIS 
SCHOOL WILL BE .IN FULL OPERATION 
DURING THE yEAR ....................................... . 

Dated ............................ : ....... day of.. ...................................... 192 ....... . 
Signed ............................................ : ........... _ ...................................... .. 

Principal Teacher or Headmaster. 
,.' Countersigned by, or with the authority of thc:l Manager or the 

Governors of the School. 



FORM S.A.2. 

_ ... _ .. _...: ____ EDUCA'l'ION AUTHORITY. 

WARNmG. 

Name of Parent __________________ ._ ..... _. __ 

Address _..:.~ __________ . ______ ... ______ ._ .. 

Name of Child __________ .. ___________ ... _. ___ .... 

School Attended ______ , _________ .. ____ .. _ .... __ .. _ .. 

Date of Service_._ .. _____ . _________ .. ___ .. 192 .. __ 

On Whom Served ______ ---------.----......... . 

Mode of Service _________________ .... __ . __ ... 

FORM S.A.2 . 

...... _ ................................ EDUCATION AUTHORITY. 

... EDUOATION 4.CT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1923. 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 

WARNmG TO PARENT OR GUARDIAN. 

To 1l1 __ ............. : ...................................................................... __ 

TAKE NOTICE that you have failed to cause your child 

...................................................................................................... to attend an 
efficient school in accordance with the provjsibns of the above-named 
Act and regulations made thereunder relating to School Attendance. 

This Notice is given in the hope that there may be no necessity 
to take further steps to enforce the law. You are hereby warned that 
if this Notice is disregarded, you may be summoned to appear before 

the ......................... : .................................. Committee of the above-named 
Authority to show cause why an Attendance Order should not be made 
against you. Failure t.o comply with an Attendance Order will render 
you liable to be proceeded against in a Court of Summ~ry Jurisdiction. 

Dated this ........................ day of ...... _ ........................ , ............... 192 __ . 

By Order 
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FORM S.A.3. 

_ ............................ EDUCATION AUTHORITY. 

SUMMONS TO SHOW CAUSE. 

Name of Parent ................................................................................ _ 

. Address 

. Name of Child (attendanoe required*) ............................................... . 

Date of Meeting .... , ......................................... ; ....... ~ ........................... .. 

Place of Meeting .................................................................................... . 

I 

Date of Servioe .................................................................................. .. 

Mode of Servio·e .................................................................................. .. 

On Whom Served ............................... , ............................... , ................ . 

.................................................... , .................... . 
*Strike out if not required. 

FORM S,A.3. 
........ - .......... :· .................... EDUCATION AUTHORITY. 

EDUCATION ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1923. 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 

. SUMMONS TO SHOW CAUSE. 

To M .......................................................................................... .. 

WHEREAS, by Notioe dated the ................ day of... ............................ . 
192 ........ , you were warned by the above-named Eduoation Authority 
that you had failed to oause your ohild ...................................................... .. 
to attend ........................................ : ........... Sohool in aooordanoe with the 
provisions of the aboye-named Aot'and Regulatiomi"made thereunder 
relating to Sohodl Attendanoe ; 

And Whereas, notwithstanding the said Warning, you have further 
failed to oause y.our ohild ..................................... : ......................................... .. 
to attend as aforesaid. 

Take Notioe, therefore, that you are hereby required to attend 
before the .................................................... Committee of the above-named 
Authority at .... : ............. :, ................................ on ............................ day, the 
.. ...................... day of ................................................ 192 ........ , at the hour' 
oL ...................... o'olook m., to· show oause why a Sohool Attendanoe 
Ord~r should not be made against you in respeot of the said ohild . 

.; *You are further required to bring your said ohild ........................... ,. 
.. .......................... with you at the time and plaoe above-mentioned. 

Dated this ........................ day of ............................................. 192 ....... . 

By Order ....................... : ......................................................... .. 

*Strike out if not required. 
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FORM S.A.4. 

........ _ ... _ .. ~ .. _ .. __ .. EDUCATIO:N AUTHORITY. 

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE. 

.................................................................................................... Schoo1. 

Pupil's Name Department 
.................. . ................................................................ : 

I, Date of Birth ............................................................................. ~ ......... . 

I Department 

Ola!ls ...................................................................................................... .. 

Date of Removal 

Cause of Removal. .............................................................................. . 

Attendance from 

to .............................................................................. . 

Number of Attendances ............. .' ..................................................... . 

Date ............................................................ : ...... _ ........ . 

~ ...... _a •.. _ •••• _uu •• _ .............. ~_ •••••• _ ... _ ••••••••••••••••• ••••••• __ • 

Head Teacher. 

l?ORi.\l S.A.4 . 

.... _._ .... ___ ........................ EDUCATION AUTHORITY . 

EDUCATION ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1923. 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE (Section 35) • 

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE. 

School. ... , ... _ ................................................................. _ 

Department ..... : ............................................................ : ....... __ .. 

THIS IS ToO CERTIFY that ............................................................... . 
residing at ............................................................................... : ............ _ ........ . 
attended the above-named· School from ....................................................... . 
to ........................................................................................ . 

The number of attendances during that period was ........................... . 
At time of removal.. .. he was placed in Class (or Standard) ........... : ... . 
The date of birth, as given in Register is ......................................... _ .. .. 
The.reason for leaving was stated to be ............................... : ...... , ....... .. 
Parent's (or Guardian's) Name ..................................... ; ...... _ ..... _ ....... .. 

Dated this .................... day of ................. _ ............. ..: .... _.192_ ..... . 

Head Teacher. 
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