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STATUTORY RULES OF NORTHERN IRELAND

2024 No. 16

AGRICULTURE

The Farming for the Generations Scheme
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2024

Made       -      -      -      - 25th January 2024

Coming into operation 1st March 2024

The Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs(1) makes these Regulations in
exercise of the powers conferred by sections 5 and 6 of the Agriculture Act (Northern Ireland)
1949(2).
These Regulations are made with the approval of the Department of Finance(3) under sections 5 and
6 of the Agriculture Act (Northern Ireland) 1949.

Citation and commencement

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Farming for the Generations Scheme Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 2024 and shall come into operation on 1st March 2024.

Interpretation

2. In these Regulations—
“applicant” means an eligible farm business registered with a DAERA farm business ID which
has applied for a scheme grant;
“approved” means approved by the Department;
“authorised person” means any person authorised by the Department, to act in matters relating
to these Regulations;
“CAFRE” means the College of Agriculture, Food and Rural Enterprise;
“Department” means the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs;
“eligible farm business” means a farm business that meets the requirements of these
Regulations;

(1) The Ministry of Agriculture for Northern Ireland became the Department of Agriculture for Northern Ireland, see the Northern
Ireland Constitution Act 1973 c.36 section 40 and Schedule 5 paragraph 8(1); Renamed as the Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development by the Departments (Northern Ireland) Order 1999 S.I. 1999/283 (N.I.1) Article 3(4) and the Department
of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs the Departments Act (Northern Ireland) 2016 c.5 (N.I.) section 1(2)

(2) 1949 c.2 (N.I.)
(3) The “Ministry of Finance” is now the “Department of Finance”; see section 1(4) of the Departments Act (NI) 2016 (c.5(N.I.))

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1973/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1999/283
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/apni/1949/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/5
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“eligible professional adviser” means a solicitor entitled to practise in Northern Ireland, a
chartered accountant or an estate agent;
“scheme” means the Farming for the Generations Scheme;
“succession business restructuring grant” means a grant where an eligible farm business
implements a change to the business structure for succession purposes;
“succession planning consultation grant” means a grant to enable an applicant to have a
consultation with an eligible professional adviser;
“successor development grant” means a grant where, an applicant can avail of approved
funding for reasonable travel expenses, training or a work placement.

Farming for the Generations scheme

3.—(1)  Subject to paragraph (2) and to regulation 4, the Department may pay a grant to an eligible
applicant.

(2)  Payment of a grant is subject to the applicant producing to the Department in relation to —–
(a) a succession planning consultation grant or a succession business restructuring grant, a

receipted bill of costs from an eligible professional adviser;
(b) a successor development grant, receipted invoices not exceeding the approved amounts in

relation to the applicant’s successor development grant proposal.

Scheme grant: requirements

4.—(1)  An applicant must as a condition of eligibility for the payment of a succession
planning consultation grant or a succession business restructuring grant attend two approved relevant
workshops provided by or on behalf of CAFRE.

(2)  An applicant must as a condition of eligibility for the payment of a successor development
grant attend at least 80% of the relevant workshops provided by or on behalf of CAFRE.

(3)  The Department may by notice in writing exempt an applicant in whole or in part from a
requirement mentioned in paragraph (1) or (2).

Succession planning consultation grant

5.—(1)  Subject to paragraph 2, the Department may pay to an applicant a succession planning
consultation grant not exceeding £170 for each consultation with an eligible professional adviser.

(2)  The total payments under paragraph (1) during the scheme period shall not exceed £680.

Succession business restructuring grant

6. The Department may pay to an applicant a succession business restructuring grant not
exceeding £2500 during the scheme period in relation to expenditure incurred by the applicant on
the professional fees of an eligible professional adviser for the purpose of implementing business
succession restructuring.

Successor development grant

7. The Department may approve an applicant’s successor development grant proposal and pay
to an applicant a successor development grant not exceeding a total of £8,000 during the scheme
period in relation to—

(a) the fees of a training course at an approved university, or other approved educational
organisation;
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(b) approved reasonable accommodation, travel and subsistence expenses incurred in
connection with —

(i) attending an approved training course under paragraph (a);
(ii) attending an approved work placement outside Northern Ireland.

Scheme period

8. The scheme period is from 1st March 2024 to 28th February 2027 both dates inclusive.

Inspection

9.—(1)  An authorised person may inspect the farm records (in whatever form they are held) of
any applicant who receives a grant under these Regulations, and the applicant shall afford to that
authorised person such facilities as may be required to carry out such inspection.

(2)  An authorised person exercising the power of inspection under paragraph (1) may enter any
premises (other than those parts of a building used only as a private dwelling) or land of an applicant
and may take with them such other person as they consider necessary.

Review of decision

10.—(1)  Where the Department rejects an application under these Regulations, in whole or in
part, an applicant may apply to the Department for a review of the decision.

(2)  An applicant must apply to the Department in writing for a review no later than one month
beginning with the date of the notification of the decision to be reviewed and specify—

(a) the name and address of the applicant;
(b) the decision of the Department in respect of which the applicant seeks a review and the

date of that decision; and
(c) full particulars of the grounds upon which the review of the decision is sought.

(3)  Where an applicant seeks a review under this regulation the Department must review the
decision specified.

(4)  In reviewing a decision the Department may—
(a) consider any document or other evidence produced by the applicant (whether or not that

document or evidence was available at the time of the decision);
(b) invite the applicant to provide such further information relevant to the review as it

considers appropriate; and
(c) give the applicant or its representative an opportunity to make representations orally or

in writing.
(5)  Following a review of the decision the Department may—

(a) confirm the decision; or
(b) substitute for it a new decision.

(6)  As soon as reasonably practicable after reviewing the decision, the Department must notify
the applicant in writing of its decision under paragraph (5) and the reasons for it.

Withholding and recovery of payment

11.—(1)  This regulation applies where, having approved an application for payment it appears
to the Department that—

(a) the applicant was not eligible to make the application;
3
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(b) the applicant knowingly or recklessly provided false or misleading information or any
document which is false or misleading in a material particular in relation to the application;

(c) the applicant without reasonable cause obstructs an inspection under regulation 9.
(2)  Subject to paragraph (3), the Department may—

(a) revoke the approval of the application; and
(b) where payment has already been made, recover on demand from the applicant an amount

equal to the whole or any part of the payment—
(i) as a civil debt; or

(ii) by way of offsetting against any sum otherwise payable to the applicant by the
Department.

(3)  Before exercising the power under paragraph (2), the Department must by a withdrawal or
recovery notice, as is appropriate—

(a) give the applicant a written explanation of the reasons for the proposed action;
(b) afford the applicant the opportunity to make written representations with a reasonable time

specified by the Department; and
(c) consider representations made by or on behalf of the applicant within a reasonable time

period.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs on
25th January 2024

(L.S.)
Rosemary Agnew

A senior officer of the
Department of Agriculture, Environment and

Rural Affairs

The Department of Finance approves the making of these Regulations.
Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Finance on 25th January 2024

(L.S.)
Barry Armstrong

A senior officer of the
Department of Finance
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

The Regulations establish the Farming for the Generations Scheme (‘the Scheme’). The Scheme
provides for grant payments to be made by the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural
Affairs for the purposes of generational succession planning for farm businesses.
The Scheme–

specifies the types of grants available (regulation 3);
specifies the eligibility criteria for each grant (regulation 4);
specifies the amounts of grant payments which may be made (regulations 5, 6 and 7);
specifies the scheme period (regulation 8);
provides for inspections (regulation 9);
provides for the review of a decision to reject an application (regulation 10); and
provides for the Department to withhold payment in any case where false or misleading
information has been provided and to recover any undue payment (regulation 11).
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