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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations implement, in part, Article 3(3) of Directive 2003/55/EC by inserting into the
Gas (Northern Ireland) Order 1996 a new Article 24A. This new Article helps to protect final gas
customers and ensure high level of consumer protection by giving the Northern Ireland Authority
for Utility Regulation (“the Authority”) the power to appoint a Supplier of Last Resort (“the SoLR”)
to supply gas to customers in circumstance where their gas supplier (“the defaulting supplier”) has
his supply licence revoked and can no longer supply to them. The new Article enables the Authority
in making this appointment to specify the terms and conditions under which the SoLR will supply
gas to the customer. This includes, in particular, provision relating to price. A contract for the supply
of gas between customer and the SoLR will be deemed to exist from the date of the supply of gas
commences to the date the direction ceases to have effect.
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